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OF THE 


PrRocEEDINGs and DEBATES 
Of the FIRST SESION of the 


HOUSE of COMMONS 
OF THE 
Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain; 


Appointed to meet at //ifminfeer, the 29th of November, 1774. 


1 E King being on the throne in the Houſe of Peers, 
and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor di- 
rected the Commons to chuſe a Speaker, and preſent him the 
next day. * WY : 
The Commons returned to their own houſe. 


Lord Guernſey moved that the late Speaker, Sir F letcher fc 
ORIEL w 


Norton, be choſen Speaker again. | 
His Lordſhip was — of by Lord R. Spencer. 
The houſe agreed to the motion. 
November 30. 
The King being on the throne in the Houſe of Peers, the 
Commons attended and preſented their Speaker, who being 
2 the King opened the ſeſſions with the following 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


Mt glee me much concern, that I am obliged, at the open- - 
ing o 


this parliament, to inform you, that a moſt daring 
ſpirit of refiſtance and diſobedience to the law, ſtill unhappily 
prevails in the province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay; and has, 
in divers parts of it, broke forth in frefh violences of a very 
criminal nature. Theſe proceedings have been countenanced 
and encouraged in other of my 8 and unwarrantable 
attempts have been made to obſtruct the commerce of this 
kingdom, by unlawful combinations. I have taken ſuch 
meaſures, and given ſuch orders, as I judged moſt proper and 
effectual for carrying into execution the laws which were 
paſſed in the laſt gelt 


Lord R. 
Spencer. 
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feftion and«ſecuriry of the commerce of my ſubjeſts, and for 
the reſtoring and preſerving peace, order, and good govern- 
ment, in the province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay; and you 


may depend upon my firm and ſtedfaſt reſolution to with- 


pa 
- 


champ. 
Mr. Ds 


- 


* 
* 


Lord Ben- Lord Beaurhg 
ſented to his Maj 
- . Lord * an an amendment, in ſubſtance, 


ſtand every attempt te weaken or impair the ſupreme autho- 
rity of this legiſlature over all the dominions of my crown; 
the maintenance of which I conſider as eſſential to the digni- 
ty, the ſafety, and the welfare of the Britiſh Empire; aſſuring 
myſelf, that, while I a& upon theſe principles, I ſhall ne- 
ver fail to receive your aſſiſtance and ſupport. 

I have the greateſt ſatisfaction in being able to inform you, 
that a treaty of peace is concluded between Ruſſia and the 
Porte. By this happy event, the troubles which have ſo 
long prevailed in one part of Europe are compoſed, and the 

eneral tranquility rendered complete. It ſhall be my con- 
fant aim — endeavour to prevent the breaking out of freſn 
diſturbances; and I cannot but flatter myſelf I ſhall ſucceed, 
as I continue to receive the ſtrongeſt aſſurances from other 
powers of their beiqg equally diſpoſed to preſerve the peace. 


Gentlemen-of the Houſe of Commons, | 

I have ordered the proper eſtimates for the ſervice of the 
enſuing year to be laid before you; and I doubt not but that, 
in this Houſe of Commons, T fhall meet with the ſame af- 
fectionate confidence, and the fame proofs of zeal and attach- 
ment to my perſon and government, which I have always, 


during the courſe of my reign, received from my faithful 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

Let me particularly recommend to you, at this time, to 
proceed with temper in your deliberations, and with unani- 
mity in your reſolutions. Let my, people, in every part of 
my dominions, be taught, by: your example, to have a due 
reverence for the laws, and a juſt ſenſe of the bleſſings of our 
excellent conſtitution. They may be affured that, on my 
part, I have nothing ſo much at heart as the real proſperity 
and laſting happineſs of all my fubjeas. | 
_ | ou : * 

_  dwearing the members. —_— | 

: Aw... nao December 5. | 
moved that an humble addreſs be pre- 


tins, ook thÞ motibn. 


Mr. 7. De Grey 
jefty would 


graciouffy pleaſed to — 
= N | 8 
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the intelligence he had received from America, to the houſe. 
Mr. F. Montagu ſeconded the motion. Mr. F. 
The friends of the addreſs, as moved by Lord Beauchamp, Me 
argued, that an addreſs was no more than a general compli- 
ment, a meaſure of courſe at the beginning of every ſeſſion ; 
that particular meaſures were not now the objects of conſi- 
deration; and that the judgment of the houſe upon the af- 
fairs of America would by taken on a future day, 
The friends of the amendment argued, that though no 
particular meaſures were at this inſtant under conſideration, 
| yet, the addreſs being drawn up in ſuch very general terms, 
it implied, and even contained, a general approbation of all the 
late meaſures taken with America; that this general judg- 
. ment could not, nor ought not, to be given without the fulleſt 
information; and that a delay in forming ſuch judgment, 


| while the moſt important concerns of England and America 
| were depending upon it, might be fatal. | 
/ Some gentlemen, who declared themſelves not attached to 


either ſide, ſaid they would vote for the addreſs as moved 
Lord Beauchamp ; not becauſe they would be thought to ap- 

| prove of the late meaſures againſt America, on the contrary, 

they did not conſider this vote as making any engagement to 
approve of any meaſures ; for they ſhould conſider themſelves, 

. they ſaid, notwithſtanding this vote, entirely at liberty upon 

. all future queſtions ; but they would vote for the addreſs, be- 

cauſe an addreſs was become a buſineſs of courſe. 

| Lord North ſaid, this was not a proper time to enter upon 1, Nb. 
any diſcuſſion of the affairs of America, that however neceſ. 
ſary and agreeable a reconciliation with America might be, 

„ yet, as no terms had been offered by America; England 

: would not ſubmit firſt; and as matters therefore were in a 

; ſtate of ſuſpenſe, he hoped the noble Lord would withdraw 

. his motion. He made ſome apologies for the late parliament, 

r which paſſed the acts againſt America, and called it a good 

7 parliament, | | | 

7 Col. Barre replied to Lord North, and fait, America had Col. Barre. 
offered terms. He read a paſſage in Mr. Dickinſon's pam- 
phlet, entitled © a New Eſſay, &c.“ which in his opinion 
contained a very fufficient ground to accept and to negociate 

upon, The ſcheme of reducing the colonies by force, he 

* termed wild, incoherent, and impracticable. | 

Gov. YJeohn/tone thought America not tenable upon the Son. Jeba- 
terms and principles laid down in the propoſed addrets. He“. 
was very glad to hear ſome apology made for the late parlia- 
an a W 1 n ment, 


ee 
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| ment, for, in his opinion, no parliament ever ſtood in greater 
; need of an apology. 

Mr, Burke, Mr. Burke compared the language now artfully held to 
the new members, of the addreſs being only a compliment, 
to the inſinuations of a deſigning lover, who, under the pre- 
tence of honourable addreſſes, firſt ſqueezes the hand of- his 
miſtreſs, then aſks her to take a turn in the park, next into 
the country, and ſo on, ſtep by ſtep, till at length he dif. 
honours her. In the laſt parliament, he ſaid, it was the Mini- 
ſter's language, that the late acts would humble America, that 
by puniſhing Boſton all America would be ſtruck with a pa- 
nic: Boſton would be abandoned, all would be afraid to give 
any relief to Boſton, leſt they ſhould ſhare the ſame Fae, 
The very contrary is the caſe, The cauſe of Boſton is be- 
come the cauſe of all America, Every part of America is 
united in ſupport of Boſton. ** By theſe acts of oppreſſion, 
ſaid he, you have made Boſton the Lord Mayor of America.” 
The preſent ſituation of America he compared to a funeral, 
trade and. commerce were pall bearers, the merchants and 
traders chief mourners, the Weſt Indian and African mer- 
. Chants cioſed the proceſſion, and the army and navy, at a diſ- 
* looked on in gloomy ſilence at ſo melancholy a ſpec- 
tacie. ' 
Right Hon. T. Townſhend, Mr, Hartley, and Mr. Fox, 
ſpoke in favour of the amendment, 

Lord Carmarthen, Sir William Mayne, Sir George Ma- 
cartney, Mr. Wedderburne, and Mr. Van, ſpoke for the ad- 
dreſs as propoſed by Lord Beauchamp. 

The houſe divided upon the amendment. For it 73, 
againſt it 264. 


De humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the King. 
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ost Gracious Sovereign, | 

We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in partiament aſſembled, return 
your Majeſty our humble thanks for your . moſt gracious 
ſpeech from the throne. 

Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that we receive, with the 

higheſt ſenſe of your Majeſty's goodneſs, the early information 

which you have been pleaſed to give us of the ſtate of the 
province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay. 

We feel the moſt ſincere concern, that a ſpirit of diſobe- 
dience and reſiſtance to the law ſhould ſtill unhappily prevail 
in that province, and that it has broke forth in * vio- 
| ENCES 
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lences of a moſt criminal nature : And we cannot but lament 
that ſuch proceedings ſhould have been countenanced and 
encouraged in any other of your Majeſty's colonies ; and that 
any of your ſubjects ſhould have been ſo far deluded and miſ- 
led, as to make raſh and unwarrantable attempts to obſtruct 
the commerce of your Majeſty's kingdoms by unlawful com- 
binations. | | 
We beg leave to preſent our moſt. dutiful thanks to your 
Majeſty, for having taken ſuch meaſures as your Majeſty 


judged moſt proper and effectual, for carrying into execution 


the laws, which were paſled. in the laſt ſeſſion of the late 
parliament, for the protection and ſecurity of the commerce 
of your Majeſty's ſubjects, and for reſtoring and preſerving 

eace, order, and good government, in the province of the 
Maſſachuſet's Bay. 

Your faithful Commons, animated by your Majeſty's gra- 
cious aſſurances, will uſe every means in their power to aſſiſt 
your Majeſty in maintaining entire and inviolate the ſupreme 
authority of this legiſlature over all ths dominions of your 
crown ; being truly ſenſible that we ſhould betray the truſt 
repoſed in us, and be wanting in every duty which we owe 
to your Majeſty and to our fellow lem. if we failed to 
give our moſt zealous ſupport to thoſe great conſtitutional 
principles, which govern your Majeſty's conduct in this im- 
portant buſineſs, and which are ſo eſſential to the dignity, 
ſafety, and welfare of the Britiſh Empire. | 

We learn with great ſatisfaction, that a treaty of peace is 
concluded between Ruſſia and the Porte; and that, by this 
happy event, the general tranquility is rendered complete: 
And we entertain a well- grounded hope, that your Majeſty's 
conſtant endeavours to prevent the breaking out of freſh iſ- 
turbances will be attended with ſucceſs; as your Majeſty 
continues to receive the ſtrongeſt aſſurances from other pow- 
ers, of their being equally diſpoſed to preſerve the a 

We aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, with the utmoſt 
chearfulneſs, grant to your Majeſty every neceſſary ſupply ; 
and that we conſider ourſelves bound by gratitude, as well as 
duty, to giye every proof of our moſt affectionate attachment 
to 5 14 wm during the * courſe of his reign, has 
made the happineſs of his people the object of all his views, 
and the rule of all his actions, a 
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| The King's Anſwer. 


4% 


Gentlemen, 

T return you my particular thanks ſor this very loyal and 
dutiful addreſs. receive with the higheſt ſatisfaction and 
approbation your aſſurances of aſſiſtance and ſupport in 
maintaining the ſupreme authority of the legiſlature over all 
the dominions of my crown. It ſhall be my care to juſtify 
by my conduct the confidence you ſo affectionately exprels, 


and to ſhew that I have no intereſts ſeparate from thoſe of my 


people. 
December 6. 
Mr. Speat- Mr. Speaker ſaid, Tt is uſual that the double returns be 
6. heard firſt, next the undue elections, and laſtly complaints 


concerning undue elections; but what I have to acquaint the 
houſe with, is of much higher conſequence. By the ſtand- 
ing order, it is ordered, that all perſons who will queſtion 
any returns of members to ſerve in parliament, do queſtion 
the ſame within fourteen days next ;” and by the late act for 
determining controverted elections it is enacted, ** that when- 
ever a petition complaining of an undue election, &c. is pre- 
ſented, it ſhall be received, be read by the clerk, and a day 
fixed for appointing a committee todetermine and try the ſame.” 
Such being the ftate of the matter, I ſhould be glad to 
have the opinion and direction of the houſe in what manner 


to act. 
Mr. Corm- Mr. Cornwall. I riſe, with all imaginable diffidence, to 
wall. impart my doubts on what has now fallen from the chair, be- 


cauſe I conceiye it to be involved in great difficulty. By the 
ſtanding order, if a petition be preſented the 15th day, it will 
come too late, and muſt, contrary to the general ſenſe of the 
houſe, be rejected, unleſs we break through the antient and 
eſtabliſhed uſage of this houſe. On the other hand, if we do 
not receive it, we reſiſt the poſitive words of an act of parlia- 
ment; for by them, we are obliged to entertain a petition, and 
ſend it to a committee whenever it is preſented, though the 
cauſe of complaint, ex. grat. roſe in this ſeſſions, and redreſs 
ſhould not be ſought till ſeven ſeſſions hence. I would there- 
fore ſubmit it to the good ſenſe and candour of the houſe, whe- 
ther, confidering the nature of the ſtanding order, and the re- 
lation it ſhould have to the act, and the act with it, it would 
not be more proper and convenient, that we might have, in the 
fel inſtance, a power toenlarge the time tomore than fourteen 

Js, as well as reject petitions, if frivolous or ill- grounded; 


and 
> 
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" and whether, in fact, that would not be the rational and ſub- 
ſtantial conſtruction of the act in queſtion, 
Mr. Dunning. My honourable and learned friend over yr. Dans 
nd the way has ſtarted an objection, which, were it to prevail In ang. 
nd the manner he ſeems deſirous it ſhould, would in reality defeat 


in the act, which ſome ſhort time ſince appeared to be ſo juſtly 
all the favourite of a majority of this houſe. I truſt there are 
fy many friends to that act now preſent, and I have a learned 
ls, and honourable one now in my eye ¶ Mr. Wedderburne] who 
ny I make no doubt, will exert himſelf in its ſupport, and do all 
in his power to reſiſt ſuch an attempt, howſoever ingeniouſl 
urged, or covertly and plauſibly conceived. The evil whi 


be the act was deſigned to remove and guard againſt, was par- 
ts tial deciſions in this houſe, on controverted elections. I be- 
he lieve no man here will deny, that too many inſtances of that 
d- kind have happened; indeed its ſeveral proviſions are the 
Mn cleareſt proof, that that was the ſole intention of its framer 
Mn and friends, What then will be the probable conſequence 
or were my learned friend's ideas to prevail ? It would be this, 
1= that a majority of this houſe, no matter whether of this or 
e- thet party, (for we cannot be ignorant of what party is capable 
1 of doing) without enquiry, and perhaps only knowing the 
* name of the town, or the petitioner, or chuſing to uſurp a 
0 juriſdiction to determine the merits in the firſt inſtance, could 
er at once take upon itſelf to reject a petition, without any other 
hearing or trial whatever. In fine, if this be the method the 
0 honourable and learned mover, in this buſineſs, and his friends 
1 have deviſed to defeat every true and ſalutary purpoſe of the 
e act, both in point of ſenſe, conſtruction, and letter, I would 
I with them ſincerely to ſpeak out, and attack it directly, ra- 
4 ther than thus ſide- ways endeavour to defeat it, by forcing an 
d interpretation it will by no means admit of. 
0 Ar. Cornwall. No man in this houſe more highly ap- Mr. Corne 
50 proves of the act in queſtion in ſeveral reſpects, than I do. I Il. 
4 am not ſurprized therefore, if the learned gentleman thinks 
e ſuch a power as I have mentioned would lead to defeat the 
5 act, that he ſhould be deſirous to prevent its ſuppoſed ill con- 
c ſequences z but I ſuſpe& he has equally miſtook my meaning 
4 and intentions. All I wiſh for is, that the houſe, if a peti- 
= tion on a true ground were preſented, might be deemed com- 
4 petent to entertain it, though the fourteen days preſcribed by 
8 the ſtanding order were expired. As to the learned gentle- 
8 man's fears, that ſuch a power might be abſurd, the journals 
of parliament do not furniſh an inſtance of a petition being 
1 | 1 C rejected, 


* 
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 bitants of Leominſter, complaining of an undue election, was 
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rejected, complaining of an undue election, without being 


ſent to a committee. 


{He was miſtaken ; 4 March, 1746, @ petition from the inha- 


moved to be referred to the committee of privileges and election; 
ir paſſed in the negative: it was afterwards reſolved, that the 


faid petition be rejected. 


Mr. Dun" Adr. Dunning. How the fact now ſtated by the Hon, 


wing . 


gentleman may be, I will not pretend to ſay ; but this I am 
confident of, chat if it were ſtrictly true, it would ſtill be a 
ſtronger motive with me to reſiſt the veſting any ſuch power 
in this houſe; becauſe, if in former times the houſe did not 
reject in the firſt inſtance, the reaſon was obvious, as thoſe 
vrho led it could effect with certainty and facility, under the 
appearance and ſanction of a judicial deciſion, what, if th 
had done in the firſt inſtance, would carry with it the ſtron 
marks of the moſt manifeſt partiality. But being by the act 
now under conſideration, totally precluded from exerting that 
ſhameful influence, ſhould the reaſons now offered by the 
learned gentleman prevail, they will, in a ſummary way, be en- 
abled to do that which is denied them in any other. Should 
the houſe be veſted with this negative, the petition may con- 
cern Blackacre, andthe petitioner be John a Stiles; and both 
the town and petitioner may chance to be extremely diſagree- 
able to thoſe who govern and lead the majority of this houſe, 


no matter who they are or may be. What then is to be 


done? The committee cannot paſs over the juftice of the 
cauſe, to ſtigmatize the petitioner for his turpitude, nor pu- 
niſh the town for its delinquency; on the contrary, they 
will be under a neceſſity of judging rigidly, according to the 
true merits of the queſtion. That there have been many 


deciſions within theſe walls, anſwerable to this deſcription, 
I believe few will controvert ; nay, indeed, I might add, as 


iniquitous and unjuſt as ever came to my knowledge without 
them; and they have been ſufficiently: corrupt and nume- 
rous. I therefore call on the former friends of the bill, who 
I truſt have not ſo ſoon changed their minds, to ſtand forth 
aſſiſt me in defending it; for which purpoſe, Mr. 
ker, I beg to make the following motion, and to take 

the ſeniſe of the houſe on it. . 
That, according to the true conſtruction of the faid act, 
wheneyer a petition, complaining of an undue election, or re- 
turn of a member to ſerve in parliament, ſhall be offered to 
preſented to the houſe, within the time limited by the or- 
der of the houſe for queſtioning the returns of — to 
| erve 
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ſerve in parliament, the ſaid petition ſhall be delivered in at 
the table, and read, without a queſtion being-put thereupon,” 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Wedderburne and Mr. Hardey, ſpoke for 
the- motion, and Mr. Rigby, Mr. Thurloe and Mr. Fox, 
againſt it, However the motion was agreed to without a di- 
viſion, and it is made a reſolution of the houſe. : 
Several gentlemen having petitions to preſent, and each 
being defirous of an early day being appointed for hearing 
them, the Speaker was embarraſſed how to decide, or to which 
he ought to give the preference, and therefore deſired the aſ- 
ſiſtance and direction of the houſe, This produced a con- 
verſation; at length Mr. Roſe Fuller propoſed, that when mr. Roſe 
more than one petition, cemplaining of an undue election, or Fuller. 
double return, is preſented on the ſame day, Mr. Speaker do 
order the names of the counties, cities, or boroughs, from 
whence the ſaid petitions are received, to be written on pieces 
of paper of the ſame ſize, and being rolled up, to be put by 
the clerk into a glaſs, and be publicly drawn out, one at a 
time, by the clerk; and then read, and proceeded upon in the 
order in which they are drawn, After a few words this mo- 
tion was agreed to. The - petitions ready were immediately 
delivered, and the clerks proceeded according to this new re- 
gulation. This is the firſt inſtance of any decifion in the 
nature of a ballot being adopted in the Houſe of Commons, 
. December 75 8, 9. 
Petitons and private buſineſs. 
December 12. 
Mr. Buller, one of the lords of the Admiralty, moved that Mr. Bur. 
16,000 ſeamen including 4284 marines, be employed in the 
fea ſervice for 1775, at the rate of 41. per man, per month, 
for thirteen months, 
It was aſked what number of ſeamen were now employed 
in America, to which Mr, Buller anſwered, 2,835, but that 
the ordinary number employed on that ſtation was 1900. 
It was, ſaid in reply, that keeping ſo many ſeamen in Ame- 
rica was leaving the coaſt at home almoſt — - 
A converſation was begun by the Right Hon. T. Townſ- 
hend, that the doors 2 houſe ought 7s be open to the — _— 
ers. 
Mr. Stanley ſpoke againſt it, ſaid neither Peers nor ſtrangers Ir. Saule. 
3 to be Zed. 5 > | how 
r. Rice ſaid, the Peers having given the firſt offence ought Mr, Rice. 
to be the firſt to recede. 
dir G. Elliot was not only for admittance of-the Peers and sir C. Elljor, 
their ſons, but members ſons; and that ſinee the Peers had 
"7 EE: > C 2 behaved 
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haved improperly, the Commons ſhould ſet them the exam- 
ple of good manners. 

Mr. Burke touched upon the pride of the Peers, and ſaid 
he apprehended more true politeneſs was to be found amongſt 
the country gentlemen; he then argued in favour of 
opening the doors of both houſes on the principle of duty, 
declaring that if he could do his duty compleatly without, 
he would never deſire to enter the doors of the Houſe of 
Peers ; but he was very well convinced, that upon certain 
occaſions, it was abſolutely neceſſary the members ſhould 
have free acceſs to their reſpective houſes ; that a great com- 
mercial bill, the importation of proviſions from Ireland, 
would probably have been loſt, if he had not had acceis to the 
Houſe of Peers, to explain the principles on which that, bill 
went; and that if the doors of that houſe had not been ſhut 
againſt the Lords laſt ſeſſions, the bill for the ſecurity of li- 
terary property would never have been rejected with ſuch 
contempt, after it had paſſed the Houſe of Commons ; for if 
the young Peers had come down and heard the arguments 
on it, it would have met with a different fate. 

No motion being made upon this ſubject, nothing was 


done, 
| December 13. 

Mr. Reſe Fuller moved that the reſolution which the houſe 
came to, on the 5th of May, 1774, might be read. It was 
read as follows : 

That in ſome counties in this kingdom, by reaſon of 
their great extent, or the particular ſituation of their county 
towns, the freeholders cannot, but at their great expence, 
fatigue, and loſs of time, be convened together at any one 
place, to make elections for knights of the ſhire; and that 
proviſion ſhould be made, that in ſuch counties the poll, if 
demanded at the proclamation of the writ, may be taken at 
certain different places, for certain different diſtricts within 
ſuch counties,” | 


Mr. Fuller, Upon which Mr, Fuller obſerved, that it appeared at that 


time to the houſe, that there were ſeveral Jarge counties, 
where it was extremely inconvenient for the freeholders to 
attend at an election for members to ſerve in Parliament; he 
begged therefore, to acquaint them with what-came within 


his own knowledge. He ſaid, he reſided in a county [ Suſſex] 


where he was eighty miles from the place of election, and 
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that there were ſeveral freeholders who lived above a hun- 


_ - dred miles off, and were obliged to go to give their ſuffrages 


at the expence Al. each, which he looked upon no * 
4 & trouble 
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troubleſome than expenſive, He then moved, that leave 
might be given to bring in a bill, according to the refolution 
ef the houſe of the 5th of May, 1774, which was agreed to. 

Lord John Cavendiſh begged leave to ſtate to the houſe Lord 5552 

the conduct of adminiſtration in one or two points, particu» Cavendiſh. 
larly reſpecting the naval eſtabiſhment for the enſuing year. 
He obſerved, that there was 4000 ſeamen voted for the pre- 
ſent year leſs than the preceding one, notwithſtanding the 
ſpeech from the throne announced the very critical and 
alarming ſituation of affairs in America, This was a con- 
duct he could by no means reconcile ; for taking the ſpeech 
to have been framed upon right information, as calling for 
meaſures of a ſpirited and deciſive nature, what ſort of cor- 
reſpondence there was between the contents of the ſpeech 
and the naval eſtabliſhment, was more than he could poſſi- 
bly diſcover. But were he to declare his ſentiments, he 
feared it would be found to be a mere miniſterial trick. A 
forming of eſtimates, in the firſt inſtance, that were never 
intended to be adhered to, or rather deſigned as mere waſte 
paper, and afterwards ſurprize and drive the houſe into grants 
of a very improper and burdenſome nature, Such being his 
ſuſpicions, for his part, he ſaid, he could not face his con- 
ſtituents without previouſly knowing what he mult tell them, 
both in relation to further burdens, and what was involved in 
ſuch an enquiry, if compulſive meaſures were really in- 
tended to be purſued towards the Americans ; for to talk of 
enforcing the acts upon a reduced eſtabliſhment, either naval 
or military, was a fort of language fit to be held only to 
children, 

Lord Beauchamp ſaid, that the noble Lord had commu- Lord Bass- 
nicated to him, that morning, his intentions of moving ſome- champ. 
thing on the ſubject matter of the preſent converſation ; that 
he had accordinly appriſed the noble Lord who prefides at 
the treaſury therewith ; and that his Lordſhip had autho- 
riſed him to acquaint the houſe, that he had no information 
whatever to lay before it; nor meaſures to propoſe reſpect- 
ing America, He was therefore of opinion, that as the no- 
ble Lord was indiſpoſed and abſent, it would be better, par- 
ticularly as there was a very thin houſe, to ſuſpend all fur- 
ther ſolicitude, till his Lordſhip ſhould have an opportunity 
of fully explaining the motives of his conduct in perſon. MY 

Mr. Cornwall endeavoured to apologize for the miniſter's Mr. ca- 
conduct, He inſiſted, that the preſent was not a proper wall. * 
time to enter into any diſcuſſion relative to American affairs; 
that the naval reduction, he preſumed, was founded on good 

and 
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and ſubſtantial reaſons; that however, the motives which 
gave birth to them might vary with the circumſtances ; and, 
that when the queſtion concerning Great Britain and the co. 
lonies came in a parliamentary way before the houſe, every 
member would then be fully at liberty to deliver his ſenti- 
ments and maintain his opinions. 

Mr. Burke anſwered, and was extremely ſevere on the 
conduct of adminiſtration. Among a variety of other things, 
he compared the Houſe of Commons to a dead ſenſeleſs maſs, 
which had neither ſenſe, ſoul, or activity, but as it derived 
them from the miniſter. If his Lordſhip chuſes to teil them 
one day, that America is in a ſtate little ſhort of actual re- 
bellion, it is all very well ; if in a few days after, he acquaints 
them, at ſecond hand, that he had no information whatever ta 
authorize ſuch an aſſertion, who can doubt his candour and 
his veracity ? Both aſſertions ſtill remain uncontradicted, 
and all muſt be ſilence. A few days ſince it was indecent 
to call for papers, becauſe they could be had ; to look for 
them now would be improper, becauſe they cannot be had, 
That however abſurd it might ſeem, ſuch a conduct was 
nevertheleſs founded on ſyſtem; for if matters turned out 
well, the merit would be imputed to-the miniſter ; whereas Y 
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if they ſhould be attended with miſcarriage or misfortune, p 
it is no more than applying to parliament, and _ thing Ml , 
will be ſet to rights; that is, we deſpiſe the parliament, ti 
who are our A. proper and conſtitutional counſellors ; 8 
but when we have blundered and ruined our affairs, perhaps A 
beyond a poſſibility of redreſs, then we will come to par- 

liament—to do what? — to remedy what is incurable, and (: 


to recover what can never be regained. It is an old device, = 
though methinks not a very wile one (ſays he) to truſt to 6 
the chapter of accidents. The book in which it is con- hy 
tained, has the begining and the end torn out. This va- * 
luable chapter counſels you to truſt to accidents, becauſe ac- py 
cidents are ſometimes productive of good fortune, He con- | 
cluded his obſervations with remarking, that ignorance 
and folly are nearly allied; that to affect the latter, we 7 
muſt be held in ignorance, and that by both, we would be 


0 
the fitter to receive vigilance, activity, information and I 5 
knowledge, whenever the miniſter thought proper to com- 
municate one or inſpire the other. fu 


Sir William Mayne, in a ſhort ſpeech, condemned the ve- 

extraordinary conduct of thoſe in power, in with-holdin 
— the houſe the neceſſary information, or at leaſt the be 
they had; and laying his hand on his breaſt, ſolemnly pro: 
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teſted he would never have voted for the addreſs without the 

propoſed amendment, bad he imagined they meant to refuſe 

the neceſſary explanations, on which the ſpeech was ſuppoſed 

to be founded, | 

Mr. Hartley riſing to ſpeak was interrupted, and informed Mr. Marte 
ſrom the chair, that as there was noqueſtion before the houſe /9- 
to debate on, gentlemen could not be permitted to proceed in 
ſuch a diforderly manner. However, being deſired to pro- 
ceed, he quoted feveral inſtances, ſince the year 1765, both 
by petition and otherwiſe, wherein the Americans offered to 
contribute towards the public ſupport, by way of requiſition. 

He therefore ſubmitted it to the conſideration of the houſe, 
whether it would not be proper to ſuſpend the operation of 

the late Acts relative to Boſton, pro tempore, in order to ſee if 

the coloniſts ſtill continued to be of the ſame way of think» 
ing; and if they did, then to have requiſitory letters under 

the great ſeal ifſued, and directed to the ſeveral provinces, 
requiring them to contribute in certain propoſitions to- 
wards the public expence. | 
Lord Beauchamp, in anſwer, obſerved, that the preſent La. 
was no more than a deſultory converſation ; that he per- x. 
ceived the honourable gentleman miſtook entirely the deſign 

of the late acts, for they were not directed to the queſ- 
tion of taxation, but were meant to apply, as a particular 
puniſhment for certain outrages and acts of diſobedience 
committed by the inhabitants of Boſton alone. K 

Lord John Cavendiſh, in reply, that the preſent conver- — 
ſation, as originating with him, was net immediately con- 
nected with the propriety of the conduct of Great Britain, 
or America, but was ſimply intended to prevent a deceit 
being put or practiſed on the houſe by framing ideal eſti- 
mates, which were afterwards, at a very improper- ſeaſon, 
perhaps, meant to be increaſed. 

Lord Beauchamp again, to remind the houſe how very Lord Ban- 
regular it was to continue to debate in this manner; and . 
ſaid, that as the military eſtimates were to be taken into 
conſideration on Friday the 16th, when probabably the houſe 
would be full, and the noble Lord, who could ive ſatis- 
faction in this buſineſs, would be preſent, begged that any 
further conſideration of it might be deferred till that day. 

Capt. Lattrell replied, that this was a very uncommon Capt. Lars 
way of fatisfying theihouſe ; for, by this mode of. reaſoning, l. 
if the "noble Lord ſhould not, or could not attend, they 
_ fubmit, and ga to the country without any information 

tever, 
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The Houſe being thin, Mr. Roſe Fuller ſaid, a motion 
ought to be made before the holydays, for a committee on 
the preſent tate of America. 
December 14 and 15. 
Nothing material, 
December 16. 


Mr. Car. Mr. Gaſcoigne condemned the cuſtom of permitting pe- 
evigne. titioners againſt undue elections, to fit in the gallery, 
when orders were given to clear the houſe. Many perſons, 
he believed, were petitioners for no other reaſon ; he heard 
a petitioner once ſay, he was quite eaſy, for though he had 
not a voice, he had a ſeat for two years. | 
Rt. H. T. The Rt. Hon. T. Townſhend, and Mr. Burke, blamed 
Townftend. this language much, as prejudicing petitions before they 
were heard. And if it could be poſſible, that any perſon 
petitioned only with ſuch a view, it would be diſcovered, 
upon examining into the merits of his petition, and he 
very properly ah JAERI 
Lord Bay. At this time Lord North came in, upon which, Lord 
riagten. Barrington moved, that 17547 effective. men, officers and 
: invalids included, be employed for 1775. 
Mr. Reſe , Mr. R. Fuller deſired to know in what manner the troops 
Fulkr. ſerving in America were ſtationed ; and what number were 
now on ſervice at Boſton, or were intended for it ? 
Lord Bay. As to the latter queſtion, Lord Barrington anſwered, 
ringron. that the force now on duty there, conſiſted of ſeven batal- 
lions and five companies of artillery ; and he knew offici- 
ally, there were three battalions more ordered to join thoſe 
at Boſton, | 
Mr. Reſe Mr. R. Fuller again ſaid, that he had no motion to 
— make, but he ſhould be glad to know from the noble 
Lord at the head of the treaſury, if he had any informa- 
tion to lay before the houſe, or any meaſures to propoſe 
reſpecting America; becauſe, if he had not, he thought it 
tte duty of parliament to interpoſe and call for papers, 
and proceed on ſuch information, however defective, as 
well as they could. He added, that he looked upon the 
meaſures adopted by the laſt parliament, impolitic and im- 
practicable; and that they could never be prudently or 
effectually put in execution. 
Lord. Martb. Lord North confeſſed the very great conſequence and 
importance of the ſubject, the Hon, gentleman now men- 
tioned ; ſaid, it would require the utmoſt diligence and at- 
tention, as a matter of the greateſt magnitude ever debated 
4 6 within 
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within thoſe walls. He could not, he ſaid, entirely ad- 
quieſce in the condemnation of meaſures haſtily, which had 
been taken up and adopted on ſuch weighty motives ; that 
at the time, it was impoſſible to foretell preciſely how they 
might anſwer ; but the ſhortneſs of the time, and othet cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, they ſhould have. a fair trial before 
they were reprobated; and, that the wiſdom and policy of 
them could be only finally known in the Event. He concluded, 
by aſſuring the houſe, that he had information to lay before it 
ſhortly after the holydays ; and that he would ſo far adopt his 
honourable friend's ideas behind him, [Mr. Fuler} as to pro- 
poſe to appoint a committee, for taking the affairs of Ame- 
rica into conſideration. 


Mr. T. Townſhend declined entering into any confidera- Mr. Tewnfy 
tion of the preſent ſtate of America; but deſired to know $4. 


from the "noble Lord, whether the preſent eſtimates were 
meant to be the real ones, or were intended to be held out to 
the houſe, and the public, as very moderate; while they 
were to be led unawares into a heavy expence, under 
the heads of an encreaſed navy debt, ſervices incurred, and 
not provided for, and perhaps a vote of credit ? 
wget. — ſaid, I think, a true detetmination upon 
this queſtion can only be made after knowing the plan which 
the gentlemen in adminiſtration are reſolved to purſue, with 
reſpect to American affairs. It is now clear, that the peo- 
ple of America, actuated with the ſame firm and reſolute 
ſpirit; and tinctured with the ſame enthuſiaſm which ena- 
bled our anceſtors to withſtand the unjuſt claims of the 
crown, in the days of Charles the Firſt, are determined to 
reſiſt the high doctrines of parliamentary ſupremacy, held 
forth by this country, which muſt, in its conſequences, re- 
duce their liberties to a level with the colonies of France and 
Spain. If we are reſolved to adhere to thoſe incomprehen- 
ſible tenets, echoed with ſo much applauſe in the laſt par- 
liament, and on the firſt day of the preſent ſeſſions, nothi 
but the ſword can now decide the conteſt, In that event it 
1s in vain to * that the peace eſtabliſhment of the 
army now propoſed will be ſufficient ; for every wiſe man 
muſt foreſee, that our rivals in Europe cannot be idle ſpec- 
tators in ſuch a ſcene. Suppoſing then, a ſufficient force is 
employed to ſubdue the Americans, this country muſt be 
left deſtitute of the nece defence. No man is leſs de- 
krous of augmenting a military eftabliſhment than myſelf, 
| foreſee, that the liberties of this country muſt, in the end, 
fall a ſacrifice to that * which has 3 
| rights 


{ 


flones 


18 


PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1774, 


rights of mankind in other ſtates. Between the danger 
from abroad, and the danger from thoſe who are to defend 
- vs, according to the preſent eſtabliſhments of Europe, the 
ſituation is very nice. For my own part, however wiſely 
"the military ſyſtem is interwoven into our conſtitution in 
time of peace, citizen and ſoldier happily intermixing with 
each other in equal privileges, yet, upon an invaſion, or a 
- civil war, when men of high minds come to aſſemble in 
-military camps, with the weapons in their hands, the con- 
tagion of power will ſoon ſpread ; nevertheleſs, we muſt 
"maintain {though with a watchful eye) a neceſſary force 
for defence, in- caſe of invaſion. I ſpeak as a ſeaman, con- 
fident, that whenever France ſhall find an enterprizing offi- 
cer, capable of conducting ſuch an attempt with ſkill and 
reſolution, that the landing of an army in this country, is 
not to be prevented by all the ſhips we can arm, while 
the elements continue ſo various, and the diſtance ſo ſhort, 
There are ſeveral methods to accompliſh this, which I ſhall 
not repeat here, from prudential motives ; but I am fo con- 
vinced of the truth of my aſſertion, that I conſider it as the 
duty of every man in this country to be ready to diſpute the 
fate of this kingdom on a battle; and if we are left with- 
out a neceſſary ſtrength to ſupport wavering minds in ſuch 
A conjuncture, while we are thinking of depriving our fellow- 
Citizens of - their juſt and legal rights in America, we 
may, as a proper puniſhment, loſe our own. It is true, 
that, by the preſent vote, we do not preclude ourſelyes 
from an augmentation in the courſe of the ſeſſion, in caſe 
the exigencres of the ſtate 'ſhall require it, and fo far I am 
willing to aſſent to the preſent motion; but, I beg gentle- 
men in adminiſtration, will, in the mean time, draw no 
merit from ptopoſing fo low an eſtabliſhment, unleſs they 
intend to aſter their meaſures ; ſince it is undoubtedly in- 
adequate to our ſituation; and, I would likewiſe caution 
the landed intereſt, not to plume themſelves on the eſcape 
they have made, ſince it is equally evident, a further taxa- 
tion, if not included in the general vote of this year, 
muft be demanded by extraordinaries, or a vote of credit, 
to meet them next ſeſſion, under the multiplied expences 
of that mode of raiſing money. | WET 
Wich regard to the navy, I confeſs it to be extremely 
hard, that the noble Lord ſhould be attacked in the laſt 
ſeſſion of partiament for too great profuſion, and blamed in 
this for the reduction that was then deemed neceſſary: But 
T'am not one of thoſe who are captivated with a fimple pro- 
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poſition upon paper, when all the avenues. of extravagarice 
are kept open ; while the ſituation of our affairs, from the 
worſt judged policy, neceſſarily leads us to open theſe fluices 
of expence. It is therefore in vain to hold out cxconomical 
; reſolutions in our votes, when our conduct muſt produce a 
vith contrary effect. I hope, however, that the ſentiments of 
* à entlemen on the ſubject of American affairs begin to alter. 
f hope, they will now ſee what men, uncorrupted by the 
on- luxurious vices of a great capital, are capable of ſuffering, 
uſt I in ſupport of eſſential privileges; and that the flattering ex- 
rce BW pectations of ſeeing America at our ſcet, are now va- 
niſned. I bs | 
To thoſe who conceive that men are to yield their rights 
from oppreſſion and diſtreſs, I would recall to their memory 
the ſuflerings of the late parhament of Paris. The haughty 
mind of a debauched Miniſter and an imperious Chancellor, 
had induced the late King of France to violate, all the an- 
tient and eftablithed privileges of that auguſt body, the on- 
ly remaining check againſt the deſpotiſm of. che monarch : 
even men of wit and genius were found baſe enough to vil» 
lify the claims of the parliament ; for I am ſorry to obſerve, 
that fortitude of mind does not always accompany excellent 
talents; and that many men poſſeſſing thoſe rare gifts, are 
too often induced to lend their ingenuity to the hand that 
pays them, in ſupport of the doctrines. of the day. Is it 
poſſible for any of the people of America to undergo greater 
diſtreſs than thoſe worthy patriots in France have ſuffered 2 
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Deprived of their office and ſubſiſtance, baniſhed from their 
friends, villificd by the court, no proſpect of a change; yet 
— ſupported by principle and a conſcianoe, they. have 


now ſcen their day of: triu and; fdtithern reward of 
virtue ; ſecuring to their country, by thier perſeveranceg 
moren eſſential rights than have been dbtained by three = 
eivib wars. After ſuck conceſſions from the K ing of Francey 
ſhall the King of Great Britain be aſhamed to yield to the 
juſt eres of two millions of his ſubjects l 2 co 1m 
I :kaow all che arguments which arg uſed $0: entangle 
weak: men in ſupport of the preſent atbitrargytegets;! Ie 
ſubjecd, indeed, is complicated; and mers. are-corffounged; 
more than convinced. It. is ſaid that legiftation exiſſing im 
the panliament of Great Britain, taxation wie h is a part 
of legiſlation, muſt neceſſarily be ineludsd. The various 
privileges, which ſubſiſt in every free, ſtate ane chardly to be 
determined by any reaſoning» > priore. Such ditemmasoe- 
eur on euery ſubject. _ Ss paſit ion appear more vidi 
* 2 
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eulous to thoſe who maintain the doctrines of virtual re- 
preſentation, than, that a borough ſhould ſend two members 
to parliament, without houſe or inhabitant? And yet there 
are many who hear me, ſtrenuous - advocates againſt Ame- 
rican charters, that hold their ſeats. in this houſe under ſuch 
a curious repreſentation. - At the ſame time, I confeſs, the 
baſis of the conſtitution depends on preſerving their pri- 
vileges entire, ſince no man can ſay how far the reform 
would reach; and the whole art of government conſiſts, in 
preſerving to every one his eſtabliſhed rights. The moſt 
certain ſcience we know, is mathematics ; yet, if I was to 
ſay to many men, that two lines might approach nearer and 
nearer to all eternity, and never could meet, they would 
think the aſſertion ridiculous and abſurd, Nevertheleſs, there 
is nothing ſo certain as the truth of that theorem, It is 
equally true, that legiſlation may exift without the power 
of taxation, The kingdom of — within our own do- 
minion, is a proof of what theſe learned gentlemen aſſert to 
be ſo impoſſible. A worthy member, in my eye, being preſſed 
with this argument in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, from 
the fairneſs of his mind, he avowed, as his opinion, that we 
could tax Ireland, I remember there were ſome gentlemen in 
the gallery when this declaration was made, whom I imme- 
diately perceived, by the contorſions in their countenance, 
to be Iriſh members: Next day the worthy member choſe ta 
make ſome apology to his friends, He ſaid, no parallel 
could be drawn between Ireland and the colonies ; for Ire, 
land had a paraphernalia ; and this ſatisfied both the Engliſh 
and Iriſh mem For my part, I do not fee what dif- 
faculty can qccur, in leaving the different colonies on the 
fame ſooting of raiſing money by requiſition, as from the 
people of Ireland. If it is thought this manner of raiſing 
fupplies might throw too much power into the hands 
of the crown, that power might be limitted, ſo as not to be 
exorted, except upon the addreſs of both Houſes of Pailia- 


ment, ſuch as has been lately adopted reſpecting the prero- 


gative in regulating the coin. I am ſtill hopetal, that the 
tenſe chord, on which our American creed has been ſaid and 
7 be zelaxed, I think I perceive the tone of the 

ie Lord is not fo loud, or ſo lofty, as on ſome former 
debates an chi ſubject. I. hope it does not proceed from 


want of health, in which caſe, no man could feel more 
ſofrow for his Lordſhip, than myſelf; but, I hope, it ariſes 
frome a mote ſetious and deep reflection on tlie ſubject, 
# 35 2 5 
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from thoſe violent aſſociates, who ſeem to have precipitated 
his Lordſhip into ſuch raſh and cruel meaſures, contrary to 
his own natural good temper, Here then, I ſhall conclude, as 
} ſer out, hoping, that generous, juſt, pacific meaſures will 
be adopted; but ſtill inſiſting, that no man can determine 
properly on the number of forces to be employed, until 
we know the meaſures that are to be purſued reſpecting 
America. . | 

[It was Mr. Rigby, maſter of the rolls in Ireland, who 
had declared that the parliament of Great Britain had a 
__— tax Ireland in all caſes whattver, as well as Ame- 
rica. | | | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, It was proper to include Ireland in all the Mr. Fw, 


debates upon American taxation, in order to aſcertain the 
parliamentary right of taxation over every part of the Britiſh 
dominions. ; | | 


Lord Clare, jocularly complimented Mr. Rigby highly on 157 clara. 


the exceeding popularity, reverence, and eſteem, that gentle- 
man was held in by the whole Iriſh nation; that there was 
no man in England or Ireland more loved or revered. 


Mr. Rigby ſaid, he acted in that country as ſecretary to the 5, 


Lord Lieutenant ; which, on many: accounts, was rather an 


invidious and critical ſtation; that the ſentiments now al- 
luded ta, he maintained upon general principles; that his 


opinion was not ſingular, for he was ſupported in it by = 
ſtatute, paſſed in the reign of George the ' Firſtz. that he 
begged to be underſtood, according to the obvious conftruc- 
tion of that ſtatute ; and that according to that ſenſe of it, 


be ſtill continued to be of opinion, that the legiſlature of 
Great Britain had a right to make laws to bind Ireland, and” 


all the other members and dependencies of the Britiſh em- 
pire, | 


muſt ſtrike the mind, on a firſt attempt to ſpeak before ſa 
auguſt an aſſembly. Had I remained filent on this occaſion, 
I muſt have condemned myſelf for ſeeming to deſert a cauſe 
which I think it my duty to eſpouſe. I cannot but he heard 


with candour by Engliſhmen, hen what I offer is dictated 


by a love to my country. 


I am far from approving all the proceedings in America. 


Many of their meaſures have been a diſhonour to their cauſe. 
Their rights might have been aſſerted without violence, and 


their elaims ſtated with temper as well as firmneſs. But 
permit me to-fay, fr; that if they have erred, it may be con- 


ſidered 


Rights 


Mr. Oruger ſpoke next, riſe, fir, to ſay a few words on wr, Crager, 
this important fubject, wih all the difidence and awe which, 
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fidered 'as 2 failing of human nature. A people animated 
with a love of liberty, and alarmed with apprehenſions of 
its being in danger, will unavoitably run into exceſſes : 
the hiſtory of mankind declares it in every page; and Britons 
ought to view, with an eye of tenderneſs, acts of i x 
th which their 1 in America may have been hur- 

n 


ried z not, as has been unkindly faid; by a rebellious ſpirit, but 
by that generous ſpirit of freedom, which has often led their 
own anceſtors into indifcretions. © © . © 
Acts of ſeverity are far from having a tendency to eradi. 
cate jealouſtes:: on the contrary, they muſt produce new 
fears, and endanger that attachment and obedience which 
"kindneſs and gentleneſs might have infured: © 
No country has been more happy in its colomes than 
Great Britain. Connected by mutual intereſts (till the 
æra of the fatal ſtamp act) they flouriſhed in an intercourſo 
_ of amity, protection and obedience, ſupporting and ſupported 
by each other. Before that hated period, we meet with no 
inſtances of diſobedience to your laws; no denial of the ju- 
riſdiction of parliament ; no marks of jealouſy and diſcon- 
tent. They ever loved liberty; their zeal for it is coeval 
with their firſt emigration to America, They were perſe- 
cuted for it in this country; they fought a ſanctuary in the 
unexplored regions of that. They cleared their inhoſpitable 
wilds, cultivated their lands, poured the wealth which 
they deriyed from agriculture and commerce into the baſom 
of the mother country. en bee Nan gr cf a 
Lou proutectei them in their infant ſtate, and they re- 
turned it, by confining to you the benefits of their trade. 
You regulated: their commerce for the advantages of this 
cauntry, and they never diſcovered an oppoſition, either to 
the authority or the exerciſe of it. Are theſe evidences of 2 


ſſmirit of diſaffection to Great Britain, or ingratitudé for its 


protection? Are they not rather proofs, that if the ſame 
line of mild and lenient government had been purſued, the 
ſame cordiality and ſubmiſſion would have been continued ? 
Every American who loves his eountry muſt with the pro- 
N of Great Britain, and that their union may ever ſub- 
uninterrupted, If the parental trunk is injured; che 
branches muſt ſuffer with it. A ſubordination on the part 
af the colonies is eſſential to this union. I acknowledge, 
fir, that there muſt exiſt a power ſomewhere to ſuperintend 
and regulate the movements of the whole, for tlie uttain- 
ment and preſervation of our common happinels's this 
ſupreme power can be juſtly and adequately exertiſed: = 
b: | y 
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by the —— of Great Britain. In this doctrine the colo- 


nies tacitly acquieſced, and were happy: England enjoyed by 
it all the advantages of an excluſive trade. Why then ſtrain 
this authority ſo much, as to render a ſubmiſſion to it im- 
poſſible, without a ſurrender of thoſe liberties which are 
moſt valuable in civil ſociety, and were ever acknowledged 
the birthright of Engliſhmen ? When Great Britain derives 
from her colonies the moſt ample ſupplies of wealth by her 
commerce, is it not abſurd to cloſe up thoſe channels, for 
the ſake of a claim of oppoſing taxes, which (though a young 
member) I will dare to ſay, never have, and probably never 
will defray the expence of collecting them ? 

The expediency of coercive meaſures is much inited on 
by ſome, who, I am ſorry to ſay, ſeem to conſider more the 
diſtreſſes into which they will involve the Americans, than 
the benefits they can procure from ſuch vindictive conduct 
to this country, Humanity, however, will prompt the ge- 
nerous mind to weep over ſeverities, though they may be 
even neceſſary; and a prudent ſtateſman will reflect, that 
the colonies cannot ſuffer without injury to Great Britain. 
They are your cuſtomers—they conſume your manufac- 
tures ;:—by diſtreſſing them, if you do not drive them to 
foreign Markets, you will moſt aſſuredly diſable them from 
taking your commodities, and from making you returns for 
what they have taken. | 

Should coercive meaſures reduce them to an acknowledge- 
ment of the equity of parliamentary taxation, what are the 
advantages which will reſult from it? Can it be thought 
that the Americans will be dragooned into a conviction of 
this right? Will ſeverities increaſe their affection, and make 
them more deſirous of a connection with, and dependence on, 
Great Britain? Is it not, on the contrary, reaſonable to con- 
clude, that the effect will be an increaſe of jealouſy and diſ- 
content; that they will ſeek all occaſions of evading laws 
unpoſed on them by violence ; that they will be reſtleſs 
under the yoke, and think themſelves happy in an oppor- 
tunity of flying to the protection of any other power, from 
the ſubjection of a mother, whom they conſider cruel and 
vindictive? | 

I would not be underſtood, fir, to deny the good inten- 
tions of adminiſtration. The abilities of the miniſter, it 
feems, are univerſally acknowledged; but I muſt add, bu- 
manum eſt errare. Though an American, I applaud his jea- 
louſy for grep ot parliament, and think the impolicy 
and inexpediency of the late meaſures may reaſonably be — 
, pute 
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puted to the difficulty of the occaſion, and the unſettled and 
undefined nature of the dependance of the colonics on the 
mother c : and vice verſa, candour muſt admit the 
ſame apology for the violences and miſtakes of America, 

Bur ſince theſe meaſures have been found, by fad expe- 
rience, totally inadequate; fince they have widened the 
breach, inſtead of cloſing it; diminiſhed the obedience of 
the colonies, inſtead of confirming it ; increaſed the turbu- 
lence and oppoſition, inſtead of allaying them; it may be 
hoped, that a different plan of conduct will be purſued, and 
ſome firm and liberal conſtitution adopted, by the wiſdom 
of this houſe, which may ſecure the coloniſts in their 
I, while it maintains the juſt ſupremacy of par- 

iament. | 


Sir Win Sir William Mayne drew a melancholy picture of the ſuf- 


ferings of the Iriſh; ſaid that all promiſes had been ſhame- 
fully broken with them ; that penſions to the amount of 
10,@00l. per annum, had been lately granted on that miſe- 
rable, ruined, and undone country; and that the caſtle was 
an aſylum to every needy, ſervile, cringing apoſtate, that 
would bow the knee, and barter every thing which ſhould 
be dear to him for emolument and court favour. 


LerdNerth., Lord North, took notice that an honourable gentleman 


(Governor Johnſtone) had alluded to ſomething he had ſaid 
on a former occaſion, relative to Great Britain never receding 
or relaxing, till America was at his feet; his Lordſhip ob- 
ſerved, that it was hardly fair to quote what a man had faid 
ſeven years before, and what he had explained on the ſpot 
before he left the houſe; this explanation then, and now 
was, he faid, that by being at the feet of Great Britain, he 
meant obedience to the mother country. Such as, if they 
thought themſelves aggrieved, to apply by petitions and dutiful 
remonſtrances to the Parliament or the throne. He ſaid, he 
thought it the duty of every member, as well in the houſe as 
out of it, to interpret what might fall in the heat of debate, 
or warm diſcuffion, in the manner it was explained by the 
ſpeaker : that if he had been thus candidly dealt with, the 
author of a late pamphlet, written in America, could never have 
aſſerted, that he inſiſted that Britain ſhould never recede, till 
the laws and liberties of America were at her feet ; for as he 
never meant one, ſo he never ſaid the other. And he wiſhed, 
that on the preſent occaſion, he ſhould be underſtood accord-- 
ing to his preſent explanation, and no other. 


Mr,Hertly, Mr. Hartley was for making the Americans contribute to 


| the general defence of the empire, by way of requiſition, — 
| | | - 
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read one or two paſſages in ſome American proceedings, to 
ſhew their willingneſs to comply with ſuch 2 meaſure. 

The queſtion was put on Lord Barrington's motion, and 
agreed to without a diviſion, 


Mr. Satobridge propoſed the three following reſolutions, Mr. Saw- 


which were agreed to. | 

Ordered, That the Houſe be called over on Wedneſday 
the 1ſt of February next. | 

That ſuch members as do not then attend, be taken into 
the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

And, that the Speaker be deſired to write circular letters to 
the ſeveral Sheriffs and Stewards, to acquaint the members 
within their ſeveral counties therewith. Mr. Sawbridge then 
informed the houſe, that on the above-mentioned day he 
would move for leave to bring in a bill for ſhortening the 
duration of parliaments, | | 

December 19. | 

The houſe in committee of ways and means for raiſing a 

ſupply to be granted to His Majeſty. | | 


Lord North ſtated from a paper which he held in his Lord Nertz, 


hand, in detail, the amount of the grants and ſervices. He 
ſaid, the former amounted þitherto but to.75,0001], the duty 
on malt; that the ſervices to be incurred were navy and 
ordnance for ſea ſervice 830,0001. guards, garriſons, &c. 
627,000l. military eſtabliſhment in America, Weſt-Indies, 
and Africa, 386, oool. difference of pay between Britiſh and 
Iriſh eſtabliſhment, 280c]. Staff-officers, 11,0001. Chelſea, 
122,0001. ordnance for land ſervice, 228,000]. ſervices in- 
curred, and not provided for ditto the preſent year, 32,000], 
in all amounting to, with the fractions, 2, 244, ocol. He 
obſerved, that the land-tax continued at 3s. would produce 
1,500,000]. which added to the malt, would amount to no 
more than 2,250,000l. making a ſurplus of 6000l, He ac- 
quainted the committee further, that the militia money and 
the 1 deficiences amounted laſt yeat to 589,000]. and 
would for the preſent be at leaſt 400, oool. And that for 
theſe reaſons he ſhould move that the land-tax for the enſuing 
year be three ſhillings, which reſolution being read by the 
Chairman, was agreed to. | 
| December, 20. He £73 
Report from the Committee of ways and means; on 
putting the queſtion for agreeing to the land-tax of three 
ſhillings in the pound; 


Mr, Hartley lamented the melancholy ſtate of America in 115 Harti. 


general, and the deplorable ſtate I the ſoldiery and inhabitants 
| > Log g of 
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of Boſton, at this inclement ſeaſon of the year, by which 
and the extreme rigour of the climate; they would be cut off 
from all ſupplies neceſſary to the ſupport of the miſerable in- 
habitants, or the ſuſtenance of the troops : he recommended 


therefore, before a long adjournment took place, that admi- 
- Niſtration might deviſe ſome mode to prevent the various 


miſchiefs We 


ad a right to dread from ſo alarming a ftate of 


ings. | 

8 Mr. Roſs Fuller ſaid, that we were too precipitate in our laſt 
meaſures, and that was the chief reaſon why they miſcarried; 
that he foreſaw at the time they would anſwer no end, but to 
inflame; nor ever would, while they were continued to be 
directed to the ſame ends; on which account he would be 
much better pleaſed that the affairs of America, the neceſlary 
infarmation elt had, were taken up on mature deliberation, 
and diſcuſſed with coolneſs, in order in the end to come to 4 
wiſe, deliberate, and rational deciſion, | 

- Right Hon. T. Toronſhend ſaid, that whatever that de- 
ciſion may be, the conduct of adminiſtration was for the 


- preſent extremely reprehenſible; for while we were informed 


from - adminiſtration that America was almoſt in a ſtate of 
bellion, the land, the malt, the navy, and the army, were 
voted with as much eaſe, and without a ſingle ſyllable, as if 
that country had been in a ſtate of the moſt perfect tranquility 
and obedience: for, concluded he, either the information we 
have had is falſe, which I can hardly ſuppoſe, or the eſtimates 
on the table are by no means proportioned to the objects which 
are recommended from the throne : for inſtance, if the army 
now in America be to be augmented, or the ſhips ſtationed 
there reinforced, the three ſhillings land tax now voted will 
certainly be inſufficient; and the deficiencies muſt be made 
up without the knowledge of parliament, by a vote of credit 
to defray expences incurred in the ſupport of meaſures, with 
which at preſent it is evident we are totally unacquainted. 
Mr. Righy, facctiouſly replied, would the Hon. Gentle- 
man have a war eſtabliſhment in time of peace? Would he 
have us embrue our hands in the blood of our countrymen on 
the other ſide of the water? I dare ſay no man in this houſe 
is ignorant of my ſentiments, and yet I ſhould ſhudder à 
the thought, The Hon. Gentleman complains that the land, 
the malt, &c. is voted without a ſyllable being ſaid; pray 


Whoſe fault is that? He would: not have, I ' preſume, the 


-þ entleman who preſented the navy eſtimates, riſe and con- 


them: be would not defire the noble Lord, I ſuppoſe, | 


who laid the army eſtimates before you, to tcH the houſe a” 
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the number of troops to be employed in America was inſuffi- 
tient, conſidering the ſtate of that country; nor the noble 
Lord who propoſed the tax of three ſhillings in the pound, 
to inform us in the ſame breath that it ought to be four. 
Who then is to blame? Thoſe who were convinced that the 
eſtimates and grants were too low, and would not ſpeak, or 
thoſe who thought them ſufficient, and declared their opinions? 
For my part, r do not think myſelf capable of defending the 
entleman now alluded to; nor have I, nor do I pretend to 
peak from any information of my own ; but as the eſtabliſh- 
ment is a peace eſtabliſhment, as I always thought that the 
preſent is a very proper one, till I am informed that a war 
eſtabliſhment is become neceſſary; and as I voted for taking 
off the other ſhilling, I ſhall give my vote that the land tax 
be three ſhillings for the ax Ink year. The other Hon. 
Gentleman [Mr. Hartley] ſays, the port of Boſton is frozen 
up this ſeaſon of the year; 1 have converſed with many on 
the ſubjet, who have aflured me of the contrary : whether 
it be, or be not, I cannot ſee how our ſitting here on Chriſtmas 
Day, or the whole holidays, could be the means of relievin 
the army, or the inhabitants, or of preventing the miſchiefs 
he ſeems ſo much to dread. 


Mr. Burke. 1 did not mean to riſe in this debate, if I had Mr, Burke, 
not heard the moderation of one gentleman, [Mr. Fuller] and 


the precipitation of another, [ Mr. Hartley] Rated as if militat- 
ing againſt each other. ow, fir, I, who ſee matters in 
another light from the Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor, 
can eaſily perceive them to be exactly correſpondent. The 
former, from his experience of what has been already done, 
is cautious and willing to avoid repeating our former blun- 
ders, or adopting others of a ſimilar nature; but is for havin 
matters coolly conſidered, fully inveſtigated, and wiſely — 
effectually determined; the latter aiming at the ſame point, 
conſidering the circumſtances in the =, urgent and prefling 
light, is more eager to arrive at the completion of his wiſhes, 
not perhaps contemplating or foreſeeing the obſtructions that 
may retard him in his progreſs. The Right Hon. Gentleman's 
confeſſed ignorance of what is proper to- be done, 'or the mea- 
ſures his friends mean to adopt, I am extremely ready to be- 
lieve; and have no reaſon to doubt but their preſent know- 
ledge and foreſight. were nearly on a_par. He certainly 
miſtakes the matter, if he ſuppoſes that we at this fide of the 
houſe wiſh for a war eſtabliſhment in time of peace: No, 
ir, what we object to is, that a ſpeech which breathed nothing 
but-war, and accompanied with the motives.of ſuch a decla- 
E 2 ration, 


the conſequences exactly correſponded with ſuch a mode «f 
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ration, ſhould, without any cauſe whatever aſſigned, at once 
fink into a tranquil ſilence; a peace eſtabliſhment formed on 


the loweſt ſcale. I am not now contending what the eſta: 


bliſhment ought to be; but I contend, that that already voted 
by no means correſponds with the intimations given to this 
houſe by authority. I know that a heavy peace eftabliſhmen 
is ruinous and deſtruQive to any country where it is kept up. 
T1 remember very well too, that I, among others on theſe 
| benches, have been long dinning that in the ears of the miniſter, 
J remember likewiſe, that for 5 doing we were called factious 
and diſcontented. And I am now happy in the flattering idea, 
that factious and diſcontented as we are, we happened for 
once to be right ; for the great man who conducts the public 
affairs of this country, hath given ample teſtimony to our 
wiſdom, by adopting what he and his friends for three ſuc- 
ceſſive ſeſhons charitably imputed to ignorance or diſappointed 
ambition, Nor am I leſs happy in another inſtance of the 


ſame kind. The noble Lord below me on the floor [ Lord 


Beauchamp] being requeſted to know from the miniſter, if he 
had any information to lay before us, or meaſures to propoſe, 
came poſting to the houſe with the halcyon tidings, that all 
was peace and tranquility; and that he had none. Here 


again the ſame factious ſpirit obtruded, and broke the calm 


enjoyments which might be derived from ſuch a happy ſtate 
of things ; for ſome of us, who are never to be fati fed, re 
lapſed into our former turbulence and diſcontent. What was 
the conſequence ? Why, it ſeems turbulence and diſcontent 
once more had reaſon on their ſide, and the miniſter came for: 
ward and aſſured us himſelf, that he had information to lay 


before the houſe, and meaſures to propoſe. I cannot fit down 


without ſaying a word or two on the ſolicitude the honaurable 
member on my left hand [Mr. Hartley] has expreſſed for the 
ſituation of General Gage, and the troops under his command, 
It is, I confeſs, moſt humiliating and mortifying; and it is 


difficult to ſay, whether thoſe who have put them into it deſerve 
-moſt our compaſſion or our ridicule. It is, indeed, an abſurdity 
without parallel; a warlike parliament, and a patient forbear- 


ing general. I would not be underſtood to reflect on the 
ge 2 who I underſtand is a very worthy, intelligent, 
deſerving man; no, fir, it is thoſe who have ſent him on ſuch 
an errand that are to blame. The order of things is reverſed 
in this new ſyſtem. The rule of government now is to de- 
termine haſtily violently, and without conſideration, and exe- 
cute indeciſively, or rather not execute at all. And have no 


Pro- 
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proceeding? They have been meaſures, not practicable in 
themſelves in any event, nor has one ſtep been taken to put 
them into execution, The account we have is, that the ge- 
neral is beſieging and beſieged ; that he had cannon ſent to 
him, but they were ſtolen ; that he himſelf has made repriſals 
of a ſimilar nature on the enemy; and that his ſtraw has been 
burnt, and his brick and mortar deſtroyed, It is painful to 
dwell on ſuch monſtrous abſurd circumſtances, which can 
be only a ſubject of ridicule, if it did not lead to conſequences 
of a very ſerious and alarming nature. In fine, fir, your 
army is turned out to be a mere army of obſervation; and is 
of no other uſe but as an aſylum for magiſtrates of your own 
creatin 


mities, which muſt end in a ſcene of bloodſhed, imputed all 
the preſent troubles to the declaratory act aſſerting the ſupre- 
macy of Great Britain, at the time of the repeal of the ſtamp act. 
He contended that the general had anſwered every purpoſe 
for which he was ſent. The troops, he ſaid, were for the 
protection of the magiſtrates, the protection of property and 
trade of the merchants, and the enforcing of the aQts, all 
which had been fully accompliſhed; for the perſons of the 
magiſtrates were ſafe, no injury had been done to any-property 
ſince their arrival, and the port was now blocked up. 


Sir Wiiliom Meredith roſe, and after animadverting on Sir A 
the laſt ſpeaker's being ſo eager to puſh things to extre- reditb. 


Mr. Burke aroſe, and complimented Sir William on his Mr. Burke. 


_ wiſdom, and the ſagacity of adminiſtration, in diſcour- 
Ting of which, if they had tel to him, he could have long 
ſince informed them. He once more returned to the aſylum 
for magiſtrates. He ſaid he had often heard of ſuch places for 
thieves, rogues, robbers, and female orphans ; but it was the 
hrſt time he eyer heard of any aſylum for magiſtrates. As to 
the protection of trade, in a place where all ſort of trade or 
commerce was prohibited, the taſk was a glorious, but not a 
difficult one. And as to the blocking up an harbour, it might 
be very true, but to him this mode of blockade ſeemed rather 
novel. Such an expreſſion, it is certain, ſays he, might come 
with great propriety from me; but I muſt confeſs I never 
heard ſuch a bull in my own country. At the entrance of 
Dublin harbour there is a north and ſouth bull, but even 
there or elſewhere, ſuch a bull as this I never heard. 


Mr. Cornwall roſe with ſome warmth. He obſerved, that we. — 


there was no queſtion now before the committee, reſpecting wall. 


America; that it was extremely irregular, improper, and 
unfair, to introduce a diſcourſe of this kind, juſt at the eve 
| of 


> 


28 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1714, 
ration, ſhould, without any cauſe whatever aſſigned, at once 
fink into a tranquil ſilence; a peace eſtabliſhment formed on 
the loweſt ſcale. I am not now contending what the eſta” 
bliſhment ought to be; but I contend, that that already voted 
by no means correſponds with the intimations given to this 
houſe by authority. I know that a heavy peace ftabliſhmen 
is ruinous and delructive to any country where it is kept up. 
T1 remember very well too, that I, among others on theſe 
| benches, have been long dinning that in the ears of the miniſter, 
T remember likewiſe, that for fo doing we were called factious 
and diſcontented, And I am now happy in the flattering idea, 
that factious and diſcontented as we are, we happened for 
once to be right; for the great man who conducts the public 
affairs of this country, hath given ample teftimony to our 
wiſdom, by adopting what he and his friends for three ſuc- 
ceſſive ſeſſions charitably imputed to ignorance or diſappointed 
ambition, Nor am I leſs happy in another inſtance of the 
ſame kind. The noble Lord below me on the floor [ Lord 
Beauchamp] being requeſted to know from the miniſter, if he 
had any information to lay before us, or meaſures to propoſe, 
came poſting to the houſe with the halcyon tidings, that all 
was peace and tranquility; and that he had none. Here 

again the ſame faCtious ſpirit obtruded, and broke the calm 
enjoyments which might be derived from ſuch a happy ſtate 
of things ; for ſome of us, who are never to be fat. fed. re- 
lapfed into our former turbulence and diſcontent, What was 
the conſequence ? . Why, it feems turbulence and diſcontent 
once more had reaſon on their ſide, and the miniſter came for. 
ward and aſſured us himſelf, that he had information to lay 
before the houſe, and meaſures to propoſe. I cannot fit down 
without ſaying a word or two on the ſolicitude the honourable 
member on my left hand [Mr. Hartley ] has expreſſed for the 
ſituation of General Gage, and the troops under his command. ti 
It is, I confeſs, moſt humiliating and mortifying; and it c 
difficult to ſay, whether thoſe who have put them into it deſerve# 
moſt our compaſſion or our ridicule. It is, indeed, an abſurdity b 
*without parallel; a warlike parliament, and a patient forbear- n 
ing general. I would not be underſtood to reflect on the u 
· 1 who I underſtand is a very worthy, intelligent, i h 

deſerving man; no, fir, it is thoſe who have ſent him on ſuch I 

an errand that are to blame. The order of things is reverſei i tt 

in this new ſyſtem. The rule of government now is to de- 

termine haſtily violently, and without conſideration, and ex- t! 

cute indecifively, or rather not execute at all. And have no 4 

the conſequences exactly correſponded with ſuch a mode o u 
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proceeding? They have been meaſures, not practicable in 
themſelves in any event, nor has one ſtep been taken to put 
them into execution, The account we have is, that the ge- 
neral is beſieging and beſieged ; that he had cannon ſent to 
him, but they were ſtolen ; that he himſelf has made repriſals 
of a ſimilar nature on the enemy; and that his ftraw has been 
burnt, and his brick and mortar deſtroyed, It is painful to 
dwell on ſuch monſtrous abſurd circumſtances, which can 
be only a ſubject of ridicule, if it did not lead to conſequences 
of a very ſerious and alarming nature. In fine, fir, your 
army is turned out to be a mere army of obſervation; and is 
of no other uſe but as an aſylum for magiſtrates of your own 
creatin 


the laſt ſpeaker's being ſo eager to puſh things to extre- redith. 
mities, which muſt end in a ſcene of bloodſhed, imputed all 
the preſent troubles to the declaratory act aſſerting the ſupre- 
macy of Great Britain, at the time of the repeal of the ſtamp act. 
He contended that the general had anſwered every purpoſe 
for which he was ſent. The troops, he ſaid, were for the 
protection of the magiſtrates, the protection of property and 
trade of the merchants, and the enforcing of the acts, all 
which had been fully accompliſhed; for the perſons of the 
magiſtrates were ſafe, no injury had been done to any-property 
ſince their arrival, and the port was now blocked up. 


Sir Wiiliom Meredith roſe, and after animadverting on Sir Wn.Me 


Mr. Burke aroſe, and complimented Sir William on his wr, Burke. 


__ wiſdom, and the ſagacity of adminiſtration, in diſcour- 
ing of which, if they had applied to him, he could have long 
ſince informed them. He once more returned to the aſylum 
for magiſtrates. He ſaid he had often heard of ſuch places for 
thieves, rogues, robbers, and female orphans ; but it was the 
firſt time he eyer heard of any aſylum for magiſtrates. As to 
the protection of trade, in a place where all ſort of trade or 
commerce was prohibited, the taſk was a glorious, but not a 
difficult one. And as to the blocking up an harbour, it might 
be very true, but to him this mode of blockade ſeemed rather 


novel, Such an expreſſion, it is certain, ſays he, might come 


with great propriety from me; but I muſt confeſs I never 
heard ſuch a bull in my own country, At the entrance of 


Dublin harbour there is a north and ſouth bull, but even 
there or elſewhere, ſuch a bull as this I never heard. 


Mr. Cormuall roſe with ſome warmth. He obſerved, that wr. cn 


there was no queſtion now before the committee, reſpecting well, 
America; that it was extremely irregular, improper, and 
unfair, to introduce a diſcourſe of this kind, juſt at the eve 


| of 
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Mr. Turn- Mr. Townſhend and Mr. Hartley juſtified themſelves, as 


and 
Mr. Hartiqy. 


committee in the reſolution of a three ſhillings land tax 
for 1775. ; 
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of an adjournment, in ſuch a diſorderly, unparliamentary 
manner; that he ſuſpected it was done on purpoſe to em- 
barraſs adminiſtration, by conveying to the people, through 
the medium of the public papers, that adminiſtration were 
filent, and would not, or were not able, to anſwer ; that 
the effect of ſuch a conduct might be of a very bad tendency, 
conſidering the very various and contradictory opinions en- 
tertained at almoſt every ſide of the houſe; that prefling for 
an increaſed eſtabliſhment, though it ſhould be neceſſary, if 
complied with at this time, would be extremely imprudent, 
as it would ſpread an alarm among the merchants, on account 
of their property ; becauſe, from the inſtant ſuch a meaſure 
was determined on, all remittances, or perhaps commercial 
intercourſe, might poſſibly ceaſe, which, if it ſhould happen, 
might be productive of the moſt fatal and dreadful effects, 
— concluded by aſſerting, that the meaſures now ſported 
with, would ſtand the teſt; and that, from any thing which 
had hitherto happened, there was not the moſt diſtant reaſon 
ſor condemning them. 


being within order. 
The queſtion was put, and the houſe agreed with the 


December 22. 


An attempt was made to introduce a petition complaining 


of an undue election, for Cullen Elgin, &c. but it having 


V 
been moved the day after the expiration of the ſtanding - 
order, the houſe did not chuſe to receive it. F 


Adjourned to the 19th of January, 1775. Ci 
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January 19, 1775. 
The Houſe met. 


Lord North preſented the Houſe, by his Majeſty's com- 
and, a number of papers, relating to the affairs of America, 
onſiſting principally of letters between the miniſters and the 
povernors of the provinces in America. The clerk having read - _ 
he titles, Mr. Burke obſerved, there were no letters from Ma- Mr, Burke; 
yland, and deſired the noble Lord would inform the Houſe . 
zhether any letters from Maryland had been received; or 
rhether they were kept back for political reaſons ; and whe- 
her theſe papers contained all the intelligence the miniſters 
ad received from America. | 
Lord North replied, that he had brought the papers, but Lord Nerths 
had not examined them ; neither did he know whether there 
were any letters from Maryland or not ; that if there were 
any, they ſhould be laid before the Houſe. As to the papers 
ontaining all the intelligence from America, he would not 
undertake to ſay they did, as thoſe he had broyght were ex- 
tracts, containing only the facts in the original letters; that 
the authors opinions were not mentioned, it having been 
frequently found, that the private opinions of people in office 
being made public, had been attended with bad conſequen- 
ces, therefore his Majeſty's ſervants had determined, for the 
future, never to mention the private opinion of any perſon. 
Mr. Burke faid, that in ſome: caſes it might be proper to , puke; 
keep ſecret the private opinion of a perſon ; yet, in ſo criti- _ 
cal and alarming an affair as that of the Americans, the opi- 
ol g 


nion of a man in power, on the ſpot, muſt be reat ſer- 
vice; he therefore was of opinion, that the whole of the in- 
formation received from America ought to be laid before the 
Houſe, and not extracts of particular letters, ſuch as ſuited : 
the miniſter's purpoſe, Fo | 

Lord Nerth moved, that the ſaid papers be referred to the Lord North 
conſideration of a committee of the whole Houſe, on the 26th. 


Ng 
Ng 


Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Honourable Go- 

THE King having thought fit that you ſhould, return immediately 
to your command in North America, and that you ſhould pro- 
ceed directly to Boſton, - on board his Majeſty's ſhip Lively, now ly- 
ing at P uth, ready to fail with the firſt fait wind. I ſend you 
herewith, y his Majeſty's command, a commiſſion under the great 
ſeal, appointing you Captain General. and Governor in chief of his 
Majeſty's province of . ſuch inſtrue- 

87 _ . : | tions 
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| tions as have been uſually given to governors of that province, for 
| their guidance in the exerciſe of the ordinary and more permanent 
wers and authorities incident to that command. 

What is further neceſſary for your direction in the preſent ſtate 0 
diforder and commotion within that province, and for enabling you to 

rry into execution the meafures that have been, and probably wrll be 
adopted, for reducing it to a ſtate of obedience to lawful authority, 
is of a more delicate and important nature, and requires more preciſ 
and particular inſtructions. | 

With this letter you will receive an act of parliament paſſed in the 
preſent ſeſſion, for diſcontinuing the loading and 'unloading of goodie 
and merchandize at the town and within the harbour of Boſton ; aniit 
alſo a minute of the treaſury-board, containing the ſubſtance of ſuc 
inſtructions as their lordſhips have thought fit to give to their officen 
in conſequence thereof; and it is the King's command that you «io 
give them all proper and neceſſary aſſiſtance and ſupport in the exe. 
cution thereof. | 

To this end it will be expedient that you do, immediately upon you 

arrival, and ſo ſoon as your commiſſion has been read and publiſhed 

in the uſual form, appoint a meeting either at the town or within the 
caſtle (as circumſtances ſhall point out) with the commander in chi! 
of his Majeſty's ſhips, the lieutenant governor, the commiſſioners of 
the cuſtoms, the chief juſtice, and the ſecretary of the province, in or-Wi * 
der to confider what ſteps it may be proper to take, for carrying th: 
act into execution, and for enforcing, if neceffary, a due obediene * 
chereto; and if Mr. Hutchinſon ſhould not be come away, in con- 
ſequence of the leave he has obtained for that purpoſe, his advice and 7 
aſſiſtance, in this caſe, as well as in the execution of every other part a 
your inſtructions, will be of very great uſe and advantage to you. 

His Majefty truſts that no oppoſition will, or can, with any effed, 
be made to the carrying the Jaw into execution, nor any violence of 
inſult offered to thoſe to whom the execution of it is entruſted : ſhoule 
it happen otherwiſe, your authority, as the firſt magiſtrate, combined 

with your command over the King's troops, will, it is hoped, enable 
ou to meet every oppoſition, and fully to preſerve the public peace, ſh 
b employing thoſe troops with effect, ſhould the madneſs of the pec- 
4 on the one hand, or the timidity or want of ſtrength of the peace 
" officers on the other hand, make it neceſſary to have recourſe to theit 
aſſiſtance. The King truſts, however, that fuch neceſſity will not occur, 
and commands me to ſay, that it will be your duty to uſe every endes. 
© your to avoid it; to quiet the minds of the people, to remove their pte- 
judices, and, by mild and gentle perſuaſion, to induce ſuch a ſubmiſſion 
on their part, to this law, and ſuch a proper compliance with the jul 
© requiſitions it contains, as may give full ſcope to his Majefty's cle- 
mency, and enable his majeſty to exerciſe the diſcretionary / powe! 
given him by the act, of again reſtoring to the town of Boſton, 'thele 
"commercial privileges and advantages which it hath ſo long enjop#) 
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„fond which have raiſed it to its preſent ſtate of opulence and impor- 
aCnt ance. ö | 
At the ſame time the ſovereignty of the King, in this parliament, 
te o over the colonies, requires a full and abſolute ſubmiſſion, and his Ma- 
u tofWeſty's dignity demands that until that ſubmiſſion be made, the town of 
bel Boſton, where ſo much anarchy and confuſion have prevailed, ſhould 
rity, ceaſe to be the place of the reſidence of his governor, or of any, other 
ciel officer of government, who is not obliged by law to perform his 
functions there. It is therefore his Msjeltys further pleaſure, that ſo 
the ſoon as the law for diſcontinuing the port ſhall have taken place, and 
od every ſtep has been purſued that is neceſſary to inſure the execution of 
ani it, you do make the town of Salem the place of your reſidence, that 
uch vou do require all officers (not included in the above exception) to 
cen attend you there; and that the general court, and all other courts and 
: 6M offices which are not by law fixed at Boſton, be appointed and held 
xt. Nat Salem, until his Majeſty, ſatisfied on your repreſentation, that the 
Jaws of this kingdom will be duly obſerved, and government be again 
adminiſtred at the town of Boſton without oppoſition, ſhall have fig- 
nified his royal will and pleaſure for the return of his governor to, 
and for holding of the general court at that town. NEE 

The proceedings of the body of the people at the town of Boſton, 
in the months of November and December laſt, were of ſuch a na- 
ture and .criminality as to have fixt a deep degree of guilt upon thoſe 
who were. the principal ringleaders and abettors of thoſe proceedings, 
and the meaſures proper to be taken for inducing the puniſhment of 
ſuch guilt, become a very neceſſary part of the preſent conſideration, 
relative to the ſtate of the province of Maſſachuſſets Bay. 

The King conſiders the puniſhment of theſe offenders as a very ne- 
ceſſary and eflential example to others, of the ill conſequences that 
muſt follow from ſuch open and arbitrary uſurpations as tend to the 
ſubverſion of all government, and the rendering civil liberty unſafe 
and precarious; and his Majeſty's ſubjects in the province of Maſſa- 
chuſſet's Bay in general, cannot give a better teſt of their love of Ja. 
tice, and reſpect for the conſtitution, than in their zealous endeavours 
to render effectual a due proſecution of ſuch offenders. e 

If, however, the prejudices of the people ſhould appear to you to be 
ſuch as would in all probability prevent a conviction, however clear 
and full the evidenee might be, in that caſe it would be better to deſiſt 
from proſecution, ſeeing that an ineffectual attempt would only, be 
triumph to the faction, and diſgraceful to government. 

The foregoing is all that I have at — in command from the 
King to ſay to you. I need not ſuggeſt to you the very gre adyan- 
tage that will reſult from your obtaining a juſt and perfect Know dge 
of the characters, inclinations and ars rs. of the principle people 
the colony ; ſuch information muſt, of . neceſſity be of great bene, 
—— own diſeretian will point out tg you the aſe that ly, to, be 
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The laſt advices from Boſton ate of a nature to leave but little room 
to hope that order and obedience are ſoon likely to take place of anar. 
«by and uſurpation; his Majeſty however confides in your fortitude 

diſcretion, and doubts not * all other officers, civil and mili. t. 
tary, animated by your example, will exert themſelves in ſuch a man. Mt 
ner, in ſupport ef the conſtitution, and for enforcing obedience to the r 

as will recommend them to his Majeſty s royal grace and favor, v 


Copy of 4 MinvuTs of the TREASURY Boar. t 
Whitehall Treaſury Chambers, 31/t March, 1774. 

| PanzznT, We 0 
Lots NORTH, Mz. TOWNSHEND, Lozy BEA. 
CHAMP, Ma. CORNWALL. a 


'Y lords take into conſideration an act to diſcontinue, in ſuch Wi: 

manner and for ſuch time as are therein mentioned, the landing 

and 1 „ lading and ſhipping of goods, wares and merchan- 

at the town and within the harbour of Boſton, in the province 

of Malſachuſcts Bay, in North America; and being defirous that the 

proviſions of the ſaid act ſhould be carried into execution, with all 

ble vigilance, difpatch and circumſpection, as far as the ſame re- 

te to the officers of his Majeſty's cuſtoms, eſtabliſhed in the ſame 

150 And province, tranſmit a copy of the ſaid act to the eommiſſio- 

Hers of the cuſtoms in America, and direct them forthwith to take ſuch 

Reps as they ſhall find neceſſary for the removal of their board from the 

aid town of Boſton to the town of Salem, in the ſaid — of 
Maflachuſets Bay, and that as ſoon as Peper. offices can — 

for their reception and accommodation. 

Direct them, together with all the officers ddonging to their board, 
tb repair to the ſaid town of Salem, and there to execute the duties 
and functions of their commiſſion, until they ſhall receive further 
orders, reſpeRing the future reſidence and eſtabliſhment of their board, 

Direct them, at the ſame time, to give orders for the removal of the 

Hector, comptroller, ſurveyor, and ſuch other officers of the port of 

ſton as they ſhall judge neceſſary, to the town of Plymouth, or to the 

Hand of Nantricket, or to ſuch other town or place within the limits 
-of che faid port, as ſhall appear to them moſt proper and moſt conve- Wn 
nient for the trade of his Majeſty $ ſubjects; and Jet the ſaid collector, 
"and other officers,” be ord to eftabliſh themſelves in the ſaid town 
_ of Plymouth, vr ſuch othef town or as the commiſſioners ſhall 
ppl, within the kimits of the faid port of Boſton, and there to 
— carry vn, in the uſual manner, the buſineſs of their ſeve- 
departments in the collechon and — — of his Majeſty's cuf- 
fr — br execution of the laws 

AO as it may be reaſonably expected, that the 0. 
i Salem and Marblehead will be conſiderably in- 
— r may 

require 
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on require an additional number of officers to be ſtationed at thoſe places 
ar- to tranſact the buſineſs of the cuſtoms, | -, 
ade Dire& the commiſſioners to take with them to Salem ſuch of the 
ili- WW tideſmen and incidental officers, now employed at Boſton, as they ſhall 
in- WS think the ſervice at Salem and Marblehead may demand; and recom- 
the mend to their particular care and attention, that clauſe of the ſaid act 
or, which relates to veſſels carrying coaſtwiſe, under the reſtrictions there- 
in mentioned, fuel and victual for the nece uſe and ſuſtenance of 
the people of the town of Boſton ; and direct them to give expreſs 
orders to the proper officers, to be vigilant and alert in viſiting and 
Fo ſearching all ſuch veſlels laden with fuel and proviſions, as aforeſaid, 
which ſhall enter the harbour of Marblehead, for the purpoſe uf ob- 
U- WW taining a tranſire, or let paſs, purſuant to the ſaid act of parliament ; 
and, in caſe it ſhall appear to the officers employed on that ſervice, by 
ich information, or by any probable cauſe of ſuſpicion, that there are con- 
ng cealed on board any ſuch veſſels, any goods, wares, or merchandize, 
n- Wother than ſuch fuel or victual, that then, and in every ſuch caſe, ſuch 
officers ſhould be directed to ** the maſter, or commander, of ſuch 
veſſel ſo informed againſt, or ſuſpected, to unlade his cargo before he 
obtains ſuch tranſire, or let paſs, in order to proceed to the town of 
Boſton. | 
Let the commiſſioners take care, that, after the firſt day of June, 
1774, and during the continuance of the ſaid act, no officers of the 


0 


ch cuſtoms whatſoever be ſuffered to reſide within the town or harbour of 
he Boſton. _ n 
of In conſideration of the loſſes which the collector, eomptroller, 


ind other officers upon the eſtabliſhment, within the ſaid port of 
Boſton, muſt inevitably ſuffer by the diminution of the fees and 
perquiſites of the reſpective offices, during the continuance of the ſaidact, 
ie My lords direct the commiſſioners to report to their lordſhips, as 
er ¶ ſoon as they can form any opinion of the matter, how much it may be 
d. reaſonable to allow to ſuch officers reſpectively, as a compenſation for 
he ſuch their loſſes, Direct them, from time to time, by every opportu- 
of nity, to inform my lords of the ſeveral ſteps they ſhall have taken in 
he the execution of the ſaid act, and of their lordſhips orders. | 
its Acquaint them, that they, and all the officers under their authority, 
may depend on being ſupported and protected in the execution of the 
duties of their reſpective offices, | | 

Inform them, that the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty have 


mM {diſpatched orders to the admiral, commanders, and commiſioned offi- 
to Neers of his Majeſty's ſhips of war on that ſtation, to uſe the utmoſt 
e- igilance and activity in the execution of the ſeveral proviſions of the 
„-e act of parliament; and in caſe any of the officers in any of his 


Majeſty's ſhips, or ſloops of war, ſhall ſee occaſion to require any officer, 
or officers of the cuſtoms, to be put on board any of the veſſels under 
heir command, direct the commiſſioners to take care that all ſuch re- 
Juilitions be duly complied with, en Sip 

| ©" Tranſmit 


36 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775 
Tranſmit a copy of this minute to Mr. Stephens, for the informa. 
tion of the lords of the admiralty, and to Mr. Pownal, for the infor. 
mation of the earl of Nartmouth, 


Extra# of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 19th May, 1774. | 


[Received 22d June, ] 


H*® Majeſty's ſhip the Lively, in which I embarked at Plymouth 
on the 16th of April, arrived here on the 13th of this month, 
The late governor Hutchinſon, the chief juſtice, the commiſſioners of 
the cuſtoms, and the conſignees, were either at the caſtle, or diſperſed 
in the country, not daring to refide in Boſton : I went to Mr, Hut- 
chinfon, and remained with him at Caftle William till preparations 
were made for my reception in Boſton, where my commiſſion was read 
and publiſhed, in the uſual forms, on the 17th inſtant. 

I be act for ſhutting up the port, got here before me; and a town 
meeting was holding to conſider of it, at the time of my arrival in the 
harbour. They determined to invite the other colonies to ſtop all ex- 
ports and imports to and from Great Britain and Ireland, and every 
part of the Weſt Indies, till the act be repealed, and appointed perſons 
to go to Marblehead and Salem to communicate their ſentiments to the 
people there, and bring them into like meaſures ; which perſons were 


to make their report at the adjournment, on the 18th, when the meet 
ing was again held, and, I am told, received little encouragement from 
Salem and Marblehead, and tranſacted nothing of conſequence. 

I do not propoſe laying any thing before the new aſſembly at their lf < 
meeting, except the common buſineſs of the province, if any.occurs. if © 
I hear from many, that the act has ſtaggered the moſt preſumptuous; Wi t! 
but minds ſo inflamed cannot cool at once; ſo it may be better to give Wi 1: 
the ſhock they have received, time to operate, and I may find the aſ- 
ſembly in a better temper than uſual, and more inclined to comply Will 
with the King's expectations at Salem, to which place they will be re- Wi vi 
moved after the firſt of June, * ' 

3 | a 
Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Earl of 
of Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 31/7 May, 1774. 1 q 
] Wiſh T had met with a ready diſpoſition to comply with the terms i of 
of the act of parliament, inſtead of a reſolution to aſk aſſiſtance from lf el. 
the other colonies ; but I don't find there is any inclination in the relt Wi an 
to ſhut up their ports, which was not to be expected, conſidering 
what they before ſuffered from their non-importation agreements. I of 
they intend, or not, to take any reſolutions in behalf of Boſton, far. di 
ther than giving good words, is' not known here. li 
The violent party ſeems to break, and people fall off from them be 
but no means are yet adopted to comply with the act. The aſſem g 


"bly has ſheyn ua diſpoſition to brgin upon it, but were hurrying ts 


A. 1775. rns 


buſineſs of ſupplies r their houſe, to throw it off themſelves, 
and to avoid meeting at Salem, by adjourning themſelves when the 
ſupplies had paſſed their houſe; but receiving intelligence of their de- 
ſigns, I adjourned them, on a ſudden, to the 7th of June, and then to 
meet ar "». any wx 451 

They as yet have only br me with a petition to proclaim a 
day of faſting and prayer, but as they have lately had a day of the kind, 
according to cuſtom, and as I ſaw no cauſe for an extraordinary day of 
humiliation, I have judged it beſt not to comply. 4ſt. 

I had a meeting with the late governor, the admiral, and commiſ- 
ſioners of the cuſtoms, on the ſubje& of putting the act in force, in 
which, after putting ſome queſtions to the attorney general, the chief 
juſtice being abſent, they appeared to agree in the manner of it. The 
officers of the cuſtoms remove to-morrow, when I alſo propoſe to leave 
Boſton, and the admiral has ſtationed his ſhips, 3 

No deſign has appeared of oppoſing the execution of the act, nor 
do I ſee any poſſibility of doing it with effect; but many are impatient 
for the arrival of the troops; and I am told that people will then ſpeak 
and act openly, which they now dare not do. General Haldimand 
took the opportunity of a veſſel in the ſervice, to ſend a detachment of 
ſixty artilleriſts and eight pieces of ordnance, from New York to Caſtle 
William, which I propoſe to encamp with the troops. 


Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Honourable Gover- 
nor Gage, dated Whitehall, 34 June, 1774. 


SINCE you left England, the parliament has made a very conſidera- 

ble progreſs in the American buſineſs, and I fend you herewith, by 
the King's command, two acts to which his Majeſty gave the royal al- 
ſent a few days ago. 38 

Theſe acts close the conſideration of what relates to the ſtate of your 
government, and it is hoped that they will have the good effect to give 
2 and activity to civil authority; to prevent thoſe unwarrantable 
aſſemblings of the people, for factious purpoſes, which have been the 
ſource of ſo much miſchief ; and to ſecure an impartial adminiſtration 
of 1 any in all caſes where the authority of this kingdom may be in 
queſtion, | 

The act for the better regulation of the government of the province 
of Maſſachuſſets Bay, provides, that from the 1ſt of Auguſt next, all 
elections of the council under the authority of the charter, ſhall be void, 
and that, for the future, the council ſhall be appointed by the King. 

In conſequence of that proviſion, his Majeſty has, with the advice 
of his privy council, ndminated we rs perſons, qualified as the act 
directs, to be the council of Maſſachuſſets Bay, from and after the time 
limitted for the continuance of the preſent council; and incloſed _ 
herewith I fend you bis Majeſty's. additional inſtruction, under the 
ſign manual, authorizing and requiring you to aſſemble the ſaid _ 
\ | cil, 
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eil, and containing ſuch further directions as are thought neceſſary 
and incident to this new eſtabliſhment, and as correſpond with the pro- 
Viſions of the act in relation thereto, | 
t would perhaps have been in ſome reſpects deſirable, that it might 
have been left to the King's diſcretion, to have directed that, in caſe of 
the death or abſence of both governor and lieutenant governor, the ad- 
miniſtration of government ſhould have been devolved upon the ſeniot 
counſellor, as in other governments, but as the act reſerves to the 
new. council all the liberties, privileges, and immunities enjoyed by 

the other, except in the caſes provided for, it is apprehended that ſuch 

AJirection cannot be given, and for the fame reafon it has appeared at 
Jeafſt doubtful, whether the crown could delegate to you the powers of 
Tuſpenfian and appointment to vacancies pro tempore, exerciſed in the 

other royal governments: In this fituation it became the more ne- 

ceſf; that a lieutenant ' governor ſhould be immediately appointed; 
and the King having, upon Mr. Hutchinſon's recommendation, no- 
minated Mr. Oliver of Cambridge to that office, incloſed I ſend you 
his Majefty's ſign manual, containing his appointment. 
There is little room to hope that every one of the perſons whom his 
Majeſty has appointed to be of his council, will be induced to accept 
that honour, for there can be no doubt that every art will be practiſed 
to intimidate and prejudice. I truſt, however, that the number of 
thoſe who decline will not be fo conſiderable as to involve you in a 
"difficulty on that account, or to create any embarraſſment in the exe. 
cution of a meaſure upon which ſo much depends. | ri. 
Wbatever vacancies may be created, by any of the preſent mem - it 
"hers refuſing to act, ought to be filled up as ſoon as poſſible, ane: 

* "therefore you will tranſmit to me by the firſt opportunity, the name 
"of ſueh perſons as you think beſt qualified for that truſt, and the moſt 
_ likely to give weight and authority to the meaſures of government, re 
taking care, at the ſame time, not to propoſe any from whom you hae ar 
not received aſſurances of their readineſs to accept the office. 

It is to be expected that every artifice which has been hitherto uſes 

with ſo much ſucceſs, to keep alive à ſpirit of ſedition and oppoſitioi an 
in the people, will be exerted on the preſent occaſion, to entangł 
and embarraſs ; but the King truſts that by temper and prudence o 
the one hand, and by firmneſs and reſolution on the other, you wil ti 
be able to ſurmount all the obſtacles that can be thrown in your w Do 

It is. impoſlible to foreſee what thoſe obſtacles may be. If the tb. 

* neral court ſhould happen to be fitting, at the time when the ne eit 

conſtitution of the council is to take place, every advantage will progiitru 

_ bably be taken that ſuch a fitaation affords, to create difficulties ann: 

throw the buſineſs into perplexity ; but however that may be, nt 
whatever may be urged, there can be no doubt that a prorogation 4" 

_ leaſt will become abſolutely neceſſary, in order to put an end to int 

__ buſineſs that may be depending before the old council. Perhaps © w; 
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dutnſtances may require a diſſolution, but it is much to be wiſhed, 
hat if poſſible ſuch a meaſure may be avoided, . | 
The letters received from Mr. Hutchinſon ſince you failed from 
Plymouth, contain an account of the public proceedings down tothe 
kth of April, at which time it does not appear that any intelligence 


ad. Niad been received in the province of the ſteps that were taking her. 
iot Wt was therefore reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the conduct and meaſures 
the f the faction would be, as they actually were, of the ſarne coldur 
by ind complection with thoſe they had n „ 
ich The impeachment of the chief juſtice ſeems to have been the fa- 


rotirite object of both council and aſſembly; but as Mr. Hutchinfon 
ad with equal firmneſs and diſcretion defeated that meaſure by pro- 
ogation, it is not neceſſary for me to ſay more upon ſo extravagant z 
proceeding, than that it was altogether an unwarfantable afſutnptivit 


ne- 
d; f power, to which that government is not, I conceive, either in th 
n- Ale or principles of it, Fi any degree competent. IR * 
ou To what further extravagance the people may be driven it is diffi- 
ult to ſay ; whatever violences are committed muſt be reſiſted with 
his MWfirmneſs ; the conſtitutional authority of. this kingdom over its Seni 
epi muſt be vindicated, and its laws obeyed throughout the whole dinpihe. 
{ed It is not only its dignity and reputation, but its power, nay its very 
r of exiſtence depends uponithe preſent moment; for thould thoſe ideas of 
an independence, which ſome dangerous and ill-deſigning perſons here 
xe · Mare artfully endeavouring to inftill into the minds of the King's Ame- 


rican ſubjects, once take root, that relation between this kingdom and 
its colonies, which is the bond of peace and power, will ſoon ceaſe to 
exiſt, and deſtruction muſt follow diſunion. It is not the mere claim 
of exemption from the authority of parliament in à particular cafe thit 
has brought on the preſent criſis; it is actual diſobedience and open 
reſiſtance that have compelled coercive meaſures, and T have no longer 
any other. confidence in the hopes I had entertained that the pu ie 
peace and tranquility would be reſtored, but that which I derive ffom 


uſed pour abilities, and the reJiance I have on your prudence,” for à wiſe 
tion and diſcreet exerciſe of the authorities given to you by the acts Which 
„ F ↄ 

> Of The powers contained in the act for the more impartial admĩniſtra- 
wil tion of juſtice do, in particular, deſerve your attention, for it is hardly 
ra) WM poffible to conceive à fittation of greater difficulty and delicacy than 
oe WMithat which a governor would be in, if reduced to the geceſſity of exer- 


citing his diſcretiqn in the caſe provided for; but it is a caſe that T 
tru will never occur, A A 1 will bee, #4 notwith anding all the 
endeayours, equal! fagtious and conteniptible, yſed * few Tel E - 
tate mien to create in people ideas of 'more geners teſiſtagce, the 
thinking part of them will be awakened 655 "4 a_ſenſe of their true 
Intereſts, agd of the miſerjes that await a further continuange « theſe 
unhappy diſputes, as to exert their beſt endeayours for 2 preſervation 
of the public peace, and thereby give Tuch <A nl countenance to 
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the civil authority, as to render any other interpoſition than that of the 


therefore to prevent the like in future, the preſent bill is adopted, and 


Extract of Lab from the Honourable Governor Gage, to the Earl if 


| Ealing ther in an addreſs ; on which account, I refuſed to receive it, 


* 
U; 
if 
"4 
N 
} 
14 
17 


f the diſſolution will be productive of good, or not, remains to be 


_ publiſhed in the news- papers. Senſible and well- affected people have 
| to 
Þ rovince to arms; but I hope they ſuſpect and fear too much: "and, 
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ordinary civil magiſtrate unneceſſary, | 
There is another American bill for making more effectual proviſion 
for. quartering of his Majeſty's troops, that has paſſed both houſes, and 
waits for. the royal ent, which although of general purport, is 
jon mg Princip y on a caſe that ved in the province of Maſſa- 
uſets Bay. 
Von Wall remember what happened at Boſton in 1770, reſpeQing 
the quartering the two regiments ſent thither from Halifax, and the 
artifices uſed by forced conſtructions of the act of parliament to elude 
e execution of it, and to embarraſs the King's ſervice, It order 


incloſed I ſend you a printed copy of it, hoping to be able to ſend the 
2005 to 


- x 
£44 > 


| Dartmouth, dated Salem, 26th June, 1774. 
ne Lorp, RP | 
SHE general court met here on the 7th inſtant, and, after the 
* incleted protell, proceeded to buſineſs, and ſent me the incloſ- 
ed addreſs, During the ſhort ſeſſions, ſeveral private bills, and a tax 
A committee of the houſe ſat for ſome days, keeping their buſineſ5 
yery ſecret; but giving out, they were upon moderate and conciliat- 
ing-meaſures. They made their report, I am informed, on the 17th 
inſtant, when the door was ordered to be locked ; but their proceed- 
ings getting abroad, I ſent the ſecretary to diſſolve them. They would 
not admit him, and he was obliged to do it by proclamation, on the 
9 7104 0 the door. I tranſmit your lordſhip the reſolves they have 
| > . <_ 12 4 I" — 5 
Tue council ſent me the incloſed libel, on my predeceſſors in this 


nding them the reaſons for my refuſal, which I alſo ſend your lordſhip, 


known; but the contrivers of all the miſchief in the town of Boſton, 
I am informed, are now ſpiriting up the people throughout the pro- WP 
vince to reſiſtance, as well to the port bill, as to three other acts nal 
xpected, rough draughts of which were printed here about the 4t 
inftant, and the ſpeeches made upon them in the houſe of commons, 
told me, they have no doubt that their intention is to try to raite the 
ver prone their inclinations may be to ſo wicked a project, I truſ 
want power to effekt it. 4 e 
the greateſt pains have been, and are taking, to oppoſe 
tending 0, open. de part, by Aattrig the pol wi 
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aſſiſtance from the other provinces, promiſes of collections, and pre- 
ents to enable them to ſubſiſt, and the happy effects of a general con- 
greſs, which, they make no doubt, wi.l force Great Britain into their 
dyn terms. On the other hand, ſeveral gentlemen who, through _ 
ear of the tyranny under which they have lived, dared not to act or 

peak, encouraged now, by the late reſolutions of government, have 
entured to ſtep forth, and are endeavouring to perſuade the people to 
omply with the act of parliament, as the only means to ſave their 
Own Rom ruin. Till they are pinched, and find they are deceived 


the 


and 


ing 
the 
ude 


der their hopes of ſupport, by preſents and collections, the affair will 
ind Probably reſt in this ſituation; but the act muſt certainly, ſooner or 
the Water, work its own way, | 


They will not agree to non-importation either at New York or Phi- 
zdelphia, or even in this province, though I believe a congreſs, of 
ome ſort, may be obtained ; but when, or how it will be compoſed, is 
et at a diſtance; and, after all, Boſton may get little more than 
ur words. 
I got the conſent of council to my nomination of Mr. Juſtice 
drown, of the inferior court of Eſſex county, to ſucceed the late judge 
Ropes, as judge in the ſuperior court, and he is appointed and [worn 
accordingly. IE | tes 
The 4th and 43d Eels encamped on Boſton common the 14th 


ls d 15th inſtant ; the latter came into the harbour the iſt inſtant, but 
at- heir teats having, by miſtake, been put into the tranſports of the 4th 
7th egiment, they were obliged to wait for them. Their arrival has 
ed- Niven ſpirits to the friends of government, and we are looking out for 
uld he troops from Ireland: three companies, from thence, of the 5th 
the egiment, are arrived, and the remainder may be daily expected. 
ave 


xtra? of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage, to the Earl of 


his Dartmouth, dated Salem, 5th July, 1774. 

it, | [ Received 2d Auguſt.] | 
ip. 43 N 2 a af 
be INCE my letter, No. 3, of the 26th ult. a number of the better 
on, fort of people attended a town meeting at Boſton, with deſign to 
ro- Wnake a va * pay for the tea, and annibilate the committee of corre- 


pondence, but they were out-voted by a great majority of the lower 
las. The minority drew up a proteſt, which I tranſmit your lord- 
hip from a news- paper. a | "ares 
The above committee had ſent a circular letter through the province, 
companied with a paper called a league and covenant, of ſo pernicious 
tendency, that I judged. it proper, without loſs of time, to publiſh 
proclamation to prevent the ill effects of it, as much as poſſible, I 
cloſe your lordſhip a copy of the proclamation, together with print- 
copies of the letter and coyenant ; and alſo part of a news-paper, con- 
uning as much of the progending Nuß abovementioned town meet- 
g- a4-the faction choſe to 1 „ and a proteſt of à number of gen- 
2 tlemen 
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men of the county of Worceſter, againſt all riotous diſorders, and 
ſeditious practices. aa 3 
0 Your lordſhip. will perceive, that the proclamat on is not publiſhed 
with advice of council, There was no time to loſe; I had a right 
_ to iſlue it without their conſent, as I was confident I could'not obtain 
It. I gave notice afterwards for a council to aſſemble, intending to 
y be letter and covenant before them; but, on the day appointed 
x the meeting, one who had been ſummoned, did not appear, ſo that 
pre was not enough to make up a guorum ; ſome of thoſe who at- 
znded gaye me to underſtand, that they ſhould deſire a general coun. 
Ugh called, before they entered upon ſuch buſineſs. 
I have done all in my power to ſpirit up every friend to government, 
 . and Ne taken by adminiſtration encourage many to ſpeak and 
t publicly, in a manner they have not dared to do for a very long 
time paſt, Your lordſhip will obſerve, that there is now an open op- 
En to the faction, carried on with a warmth and ſpirit unknown 
fore, which it is highly proper and neceſſary to cheriſh and fupport 
by 77 e d [ hope it will not be yery. long before it produces 
rery ſalutary e gs Your lordſhip is acquainted with the uſurpation 
nd tyranny eſtabliſhed here by edicts of town meetings, inforced by 
mobs, by aſſuming the ſole uſe and power of the preſs, and influenc- 
ing the pulpits ; by Nominating and intimidating of juries, and, in 
me inſtances, threatening the judges ; and this uſurpation has, by 
ime, acquired a firmneſs, that, I fear, is not to be annihilated at 
| ce,, 9 ordinary methods, A free and impartial courſe of juſtice, 
hereby delinquents'can be brought to puniſhment, I apprehend to be 
| "chic thing wanting: the terror of mobs is over, and the prelj 
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is becoming fre. pr 

Although I do not credit many reports and opinions'ſent me, yet al 

do not hold it prudent totally to diſregard them; and, on that account, ne 
Thave ordered the tranſports which brought the 4th regiment here, to 

of to the port of New Vork, and wait there for farther orders. . 

intend, if I ſee occaſion for it, to bring a regiment here from thence; Po 

and the tranſports of the 43d are kept in readineſs to fail for Halifax n 

on the ſame errand; theſe motions, I hear, give ſpirits to one fide; th 

have thrown a damp on the other, Ms 

T heard yeſterday, that all the tranſports ſrom Ireland are come in, Wſ®< 

except ne of the Ith regiment, with Lord Percy on board, and ſhe the 

was ſeen a day or two paſt, fo that I hope to find her in harbour to- lar 

morrow, on my getting to Boſton, where I propoſe to paſs fome days, Z 

| x 


finding chat my preſence there will be,neceſſary. I have, &c. 


PS * 8 n Tuo. Gack. 
| oo 4 *» 5 7 — % # o Wop 
ry 99 wa | a PRs” hy 1 Beſton, 6th uly. 

I bas the pleaſure to acquaint your lordſhip, that the ſaſt tranf- 
55 with Lord Percy en board, .is arrived; as alſo, the ſtore flup 


with Lord L IR LETT, , "T JIM 1 
many ofbcers, belonging tp the regiments in Americs,, 1 
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Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage 16 the Earl of 

Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 20th July, M 
FFAIRS continue here much in the ſame ſituation as when 1 
wrote to your lordſhip on the 6th inſt. though 1 don't find the 
merchants have repeated their attempt to comply with the port bill, 
with the fpirit I hoped for. Materials wanted to carry on trades, I am 

told, begin to fail; and the carrying molaſſes and rum twenty-ei 

miles by land, is found not to anſwer as well as it was ex it 
would: but the people are kept up by the aſſurances of aſſiſtance from 
the other colonies, where their leaders have contrived to raiſe a flame, 

which has not been a little encreaſed by letters, ſpeeches, and para- 
graphs ſent from England. | | | 2 = 
South Carolina has ſent ſome rice for the ſupport of the- e here; 
wn I don't mean the province, but ſome diſaffected perſons in Charleſtown: 
and a few ſheep, tis ſaid, has been ſent from ſome other place; but 


ort 
ces ¶ reſources of this kind are too precarious to be depended upon, and muſt 
ion fail them; Fhe great object here has been to perſuade the other colo- 
by WY nies, to make the cauſe of Boſton the common cauſe of America; and 
ic- WM when the deputies for holding the general congreſs aſſemble; the Boſ- 
in ton faction, it's probable, will pay the reſt the compliment of taking 
by Wh their advice; and J underſtand it to be the opinion of moſt of the 
at Wother colonies, that Boſton ſhould begin by indemnifying the India 
ce, WW Company. The virulent party at New Vork is routed,” and, we are 
be told, that Philadelphia is moderate. ane 
est I have not yet received the new act for the better government of this 
province, though it is printed here, and many tell me, I muſt expect 
tall the oppoſition to the execution of it that can be made. I hope the 
nt, new counſellors and the magiſtrates will be firm. 9 
to The faft day appointed by the faction, was kept in this town'on the 
rs. WT 24th inſtant, as generally, and as punctually, as if it had been ap- 
e; pointed by authority. I might ſay the ſame of moſt other plates, tho” 
ln was not univerſal, for in a few places no regard was paid to it; but 


the league and covenant has not ſucceeded as the faction expected. 
They rely here to obtain all their ends on the ſame meaſures as the: 
before adopted, yiz. an union of the colonies, a non-im ion, if 
their demands are not ſatisfied, the afliſtance of their friends in Eng- 
land, and a general 9 of the merchants and manufacturers. 


Extract 4 | a Letter from the Ruit erte; * Gage 'to the Berl of 
| © Dattmouth, dated Salem, 29th July, 1774 
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In my letter, No. 6, I expreſs an expectation of oppoſition to the ad 
expected for the better government of the province; and the notifica- 
tion for the town meeting ſeems to be a prelude to it. Whatever the 
oppolition is, I will do my beſt to defeat it, and take every ſtep I can 
to enforce the la. | 


from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Earl of 


* of - er 

cr Dartmouth, dated Salem, 27th Auguſt, 1774. 

re Received 1/4 October. ] | 
My -Lorn, : 


1 HAD the honour to receive your lordſhip's ſeparate letter, dated 
Id of June, on the 6th inſtant, in which came incloſed two act 
of parliament for regulating the government of the Maſſachuſets Bay, 
pad 7 more impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the ſaid pro- 
vince, together with an additional inſtruction to the governor, Mr, 
Olirex's appointment of lieutenant governor, and a printed copy of an 
amendment to the mutiny bill for — 6 relating to the clauſe for 
guartering the King's troops. | 1 i 
No time was loſt in forming the new council. I afſembled all the 
members. who covld be = 41 on. ſo ſhort a notice, on the 8th 
inſtant, and Ran the whole to meet on the 16th. The liſt in- 
cioſed will inform your lordſhip of the names of the gentlemen ſworn 
in, of thoſe who have refuſed to accept the nomination, or are waver- 
Z abſent, or dead, j . — 4 
pe twenty-four, who have accepted the honour the K ing has con- 
ſerred upon them, are as reſpectable perſons as any in the province, and 
the lieutenant governor is generally approved of by all parties. I muſt 
| defer ſending your lordſhip recommendations to the vacancies, to ano- 
ther opportunity; for though I have ſeveral in my mind, I am firſt to 
be aſſured of their willingneſs to act; and the number of counfellors 
being canſiderable, gives time to look out for others. Your Jordſhip 
Judged right, that art would be practtſed on this occaſion, to intimi- 
date and prejudice z even force was attempted on Mr, Ruggles, by a 
number of people collected on the road, near Worceſter, with intent 
to ſtop him, but he made his way through them. = r 
My former letters have acquainted your lordſhip, that the acts in 
queſtion, had been publiſhed here, and people have had leiſure to conſi- 
r means to clude them; in doing which, they are very expert. At 
a town meeting, held at Boſton in July, in order to avoid the calling 
a meeting afterwards, they adjourned themſelves to the gth of Auguſt, 
and adjourned again on that day, to ſome time in October. I — 
bled the ſelect men e the clauſe. read reſpecting town 
* 


meetings; told them, I expected. their obedience to it, that I ſhould 
put the a& in force, and eee for any bad 
conſequences... . They replied, they bad called no meeting, that à fats 
mer meeting had only adio mſelves. a 1 * 
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5. 1 laid the affair of adjournments before the new council, and founc 
dome of opinion, that the clauſe was thereby clearly evaded, and near- 
* y the whole unwilling to debate upon it; terming it, a, point of 


aw, which ought to be referred to the crown lawyers, whoſe opinion 
sto be taken upon it, and by which I muſt govern myſelt. 
Another clauſe of the act is likewiſe referred to the lawyers, *<6n« 
erning the remoyal of ſheriffs. Upon intimating to the council, my 
lefire to remove a ſheriff, ſome immediately objected, that it did nut 
belong to the council, for that the governor was alone impowered to 
emove any of the ſheriffs now in office, and that the act only required 
onſent of council to remove ſuch ſheriffs as the governor mould firſt 
ppoint, by his own authority, and want to remove afterwards. _ 


It was the unanimous opinion of the council, that an aſſembly 
as Whoald be called, as ly as poſſibly, and writs will be iſſued for their 
y, eeting by the latter end of October. E 

0- The ſtate of the province was, at the ſame time, taken into conſi- 


eration, and a letter read that I had received from Hampſhire county, 
n extract of which I tranſmit your lordſhip; and ſeveral members 
have an account of the ſtate of their reſpective counties, from whence 
appeared, that the phrenzy had ſpread in a greater or leſs degteg 
rough all; of which I ſhall write more fully before cloſing my letter. 
Since the unwarrantable impeachment of the chief juſtice, I un- 
herſtand he has never taken his feat upon the bench, but he has pro- 
niſed me to attend the ſuperior court at Boſton, towards the end of 
he month; and J hope he will preſide alſo in ſaid court, to be held at 
orceſter, in September, notwithſtanding the threats throwh out 
gainſt him. I have engaged to meet him at Boſton, to prevent vio- 
nce; which, from the preſent ſyſtem, I don't expect to meet with 
here; and, I believe, that I muſt attend him alſo at Worceſter, where - 
am to expect it. FY „ m 
By the plan lately adopted, forceable oppoſition and violence is to 


. FX 


e transferred from the town of Boſton to the country. 


hip The copy jncloſed of a letter from the Boſton committee of 'corte= 
ni⸗Nondence to the ſeveral counties, will ſufficiently evince the intentiva 
Yi thoſe leaders, who, by ſaid letter, emiſfiries, and other "means, 
ent Wave contrived, while Boſton affects quiet and tranquility, to raiſe 1 
nme, not only throughout this province, but alſo in the colony af 
in opnecticut. eee ? t £OTHGAD TIM * * 
a. The original letter is ſigned by the town clerk; though, ftom a cau- 
en lately obſerved; they omit his name in the 'news-paper,” from - 
ing hence the mcloſed is ta en. Wi ti G+ 8 D910 3  NFQU OOF TIQ 


In confequence of the new plan, popular rage has appeared "at the 
xtremity of the province, Pbetted. y Connecticut, Nen the ex· 
act of the letter from Hampfhite, read in council, ſhews; it is vety 
igh alfo in Berkſhire county, and makes way rapidly to the reſt. 11 
V orceſter they keep no termy;' openly threaten reſiſtance by art, 

1 


arms, preparing them, caſting balls, andprovid- 
k+# \ : 2 . * ei T% ' 1 i ON Aug 
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ole Nothing but a general phrenzy can make the province ſuffer the 
a WWconveniences that muſt ariſe from the want of a legiſlature and courts 
ext juſtice, therefore, hope it is only a fit of rage, that will cool ; . be- 


Jes the courts can and will be protected in many places. | 
It is agreed that popular fury was never greater in this province, 
nan at preſent, and it has taken its riſe from the old ſource at Boſton, 


w ough it has appeared firſt at a diſtance, Thoſe demagogues truſt 
ls, Weir ſafety in the long forbearance of government, and an aſſuranceæ 
30- Nat they cannot be puniſhed. They chicane, elude, openly violate, or 
to amnveby reſiſt the laws, as opportunity ſerves; and oppoſition to au- 
er- Nority is of ſo long mo that it is become habitual, | 

the In this ſituation I find things, and muſt do the beſt I can to put 


em into a better ſtate. Connecticut, I underſtand, is alarmed at the 
Iteration in this charter, which occaſions the commotions in that 


ro- Nrovince, and if the leaders change their plan of oppoſition, which has 
ge · Nitherto been to menace and intimidate, teize. and tire out and create 
ial cas of greater reſiſtance in the people, and drive them to further ex- 
on, ravagancies, I conceive we ſhould have to oppoſe this provinee and 
ods -onae&icut. I de not apprehend any aſſiſtance would be given by 
ing Whe-other colonies, Since my laſt to your lordſhip, the path regiment 
ſen inded from Halifax, and is encamped near Salem, and General Hal- 
our imand has ſent the Welſh fuſileers from New York, and replaced 
ns, Whem by the 47th regiment, from New Jerſey. I believe your ſord- 
the Whip, conſidering the ſtate of affairs here, will not think it adviſable 
mor me to part with any of the regiments, and I mean to adviſe with 


ne admiral about ſending back the tranſports. 
I have the honour ta be, with the greateſt regard, reſpe and eſteem, 
My Lord | 3 5 ; 
your lordſhip's moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, - 
4 THoMas GAGE, 


tract of a Letter from the Honourable 'Governer Gage to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, September 2d, 17744. 
[Received 1/} October. | 


OUR lordſhip's diſpateh, No. 6, is duly received; your lordfhip - 
will know that the ſtate, not of this province only, but of the reſt, 
greatly changed ſince Mr. Hutchinſon left America. — | : + 
Though I ſaw things were bad when I wrote from Salem, I found 
hem much worſe than I expected when I arrived here. Several of the 
new counſellors, who dwell at a diſtance, had fled from their houſes, 
nd been obliged to- ſeek protection among the troops at Boſton; in 
tat number were Meſſieurs Rug les, Edfon, Leonard and 1 
and Mefheurs Loring and Pepperell are lately come into town. T 
dtjeft of the people was to force them to give up theit ſeats in coun- 
il, which has taken effect with Mr. Paine, who was ſeized and 
roughly treated. There are bes reports of Mr, Watſon, though JI 


have 


48 PARLIAMENTARY A. rh 
have no news from him, but Mr. Willard was grievouſly mal-treatel, 
Arſt in Connecticut, where he went on buſineſs; and every townſhip 
he paſſed through in his way home, in this province, had previous ng. 
tice of his approach and ready to inſult him; arms were put to hi 
breaſt, - with threats of inſtant death, unleſs he ſigned a paper, the 
contents of which he did not know or regard. He went home, afts 
making me that report; but the news is, that a large body wa 
marching to his houſe in Lancaſter, to force him to ſome other con 
ceſſions. | | | | | 
VU pon the firſt rumour of diſturbance, Mr. Andrew Oliver reſigned 
his ſeat in council, as have alſo fince Mr. Iſaac Winſlow, Thomas Hut 
chinſon Lee, of Cambridge, Danforth, and this moment Mr. Watſon 
With regard to the clauſe in the new acts, relative to town meet 
ings, ſo many eluſions are diſcovered, under various pretenſions of ad. 
Journments, electing to vacant offices, people aſſembling peaceabl 
Without notification, upon their own affairs, and withal no penalty, 
that no. perſons I have adviſed with can tell what to do with it; x 
a diſtance they go on as uſual, but worſe tranſactions make that 
matter of little conſequence in the preſent moment. 
I came here to attend the ſuperior court, and in the intention to 
fend a body of troops to Worceſter to protect the court there, and i 
Wanted, to ſend parties to the houſes of ſome of the counſellors why 
\ dwell in that county; but finding from undoubted authority, that the 
AHames of ſedition had ſpread univerſally throughout the country be 
yond conception, the counſellors already drove away, and that m 
courts could proceed on buſineſs, I waited the event of the fitting « 
the ſuperior court here on the goth ultimo; the judges met, bu 
could get neither grand nor petit jury. 7 
I ordered a council to aſſemble; but upon the repreſentation tha 
they ſhould be watched, {topped and inſulted on the road to Salem, 
and deſiring to be aſſembled. here, I hope his Majeſty will approve « 
- my, conſenting to their requeſt. ad 4 l 
he council was of opinion, that it was very improper to weaket 
the troops here, by any detachments whatever, as they could not be 
of any uſe to the courts, as no jurors would appear, and, by that 
means: defeat their proceedings; and that diſturbance being fo gene- 
* not - confined to any particular ſpot, there was no knowing; - 
"where to ſend them to be of uſe, and would terminate only in d- 
Viding them in ſmall detachments, and tempt numbers to fall upon 
them, which was reported to be the ſcheme of the directors of thel 
operations. bad non Haghos Zigonoplins 5 
It was conſidered, that the whole was at ſtake. Connecticut, and 
— add). Rhode Iſland as furious as they are in this province 3 un 
the Firſt, and only Rep now to take, was to ſecure the friend 
of government in Boſton, and geinforce the troops here with as m 
more ag could pollibly be collected, and to act as opportunities and exi- 
Sencies ſhall offer. l 9 
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— 


1 
* 
— 
LY 


1775. DEB AT ES. 


I have for ſome time conſulted with general Haldimand the ſecuring 
he magazines at New York, part of which is in Caſtle William, 
ough by all accounts every thing there is quiet, the people in gene- 
al, moderate and well affected to all meaſures but taxations; and, as 
don't ſee that the regiment there, or the part of the 18th at Phila- 
zlphia, can in any caſe be of any uſe where they are, I propoſe to 
der major general Haldimand, with thoſe corps, to this place, I 
ave thoughts alſo, of ſending tranſports to Quebec for the 10th and 
2d regiments, who were to have been relieved this year, if the in- 
rnal circumſtances of that province admit it. In think there can be 
o danger from without, as the river will be impracticable ſoon after - 
hey come down it, and we may be ready, in the ſpring, to rein- 
orce the garriſon. I am unwilling to weaken Quebec, and nothing 
ut extremity of affairs could make me think of it. rode 
This ſtate of affairs, I give vour lordſhip, is from numberleſs ac- 
ounts from gentlemen thoroughly acquainted with the country, and 
ho know the pitch of enthuſiaſm to which the people are now. 
aiſed ; gentlemen, who are ſenſible, remarkably firm, and not to be 
ntimidated ; amongſt others, Meſſrs. Ruggles, Murray, Leonard, 
nd Edſon, who have abandoned their dwellings to the mercy of the 


1 Virople, as have lately Meſſrs. Laring and Pepperell, $25: 
i Civil government is near its end; the courts of juſtice expiring 
ah ne after another; and where there is no other reaſon for not fuffer- 
wing chem, it is that the judges of the inferior. courts, as well as the 
» ultices, are under the governor's influence by the new acts, though 


e ſaid acts don't take place, as to juries, till next month; but he 
ay now turn them, the judges, and juſtices, out at pleaſure, 
ough he has as yet made no change in them. A 
Precepts are iſſued for the calling an aſſembly in the beginning of 
ext month, though uncertain whether the people will chuſe repre- 
entatives; but we may be aſſured, if choſen, that they will not act 
vith the new council; and it is ſuppoſed, the project has been to 
annihilate the ſaid council, before meeting, to throw the refuſal upon 
he 1 to act with the old council elected laſt ſeſſions; ſo that 
ve {hall ſhortly be without law or legiſlative powers. „ 2416764) 
The judges of the ſuperior court have been with me in a body, to 
preſent the impoſſibility of carrying on the buſineſs of their court, 
in any part of the province; that the force here was by far too ſmall 
o protect them every where, and, after all, no jurors would ſwear 
In, that it was needleſs laying fines, which they could not do on grand 
uries, there being no law for it in the province, and withal it would 
be in vain, the refuſals being univerſal. wil 
I mean, my lord, to ſecure all I can by degrees, to avoid any bloody 
rilis as long as poſſible, unleſs forced into it by. themſelyes, which 
y happen, His Majeſty will in the mean time judge what is beſt 
to de done; but your ſordſhip will permit me to mention that as it is 
udped here, that it will be reſolved to ſtem the torrent, and not 
2 H 2 Ms yield 
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yield to it, that a very reſpectable force ſhould take the field. The 

regiments are now compoſed of fmal} numbers, and irregulars will 

bevvery neceſlary in this country, many of which of one ſort or 
other, I conceive, may be raiſed here. Nothing that is ſaid at pre. 
ſent can palliate; conciliating, moderation, reaſoning, is over ; no- 

thing can be done but by forccable means, | 

I. tranſmit your lordſhip a minute of council, and copies of at. 

teſted papers and letters. 

A vaſt concourſe of people aſſembled this day from various parts, 
about eight miles from this ; they have frightened and purſued many 
obnoxious people, as they term them; nobody has aſked aſſiſtance, and 
I have juſt received a letter from Mr. Oliver, the lieutenant governor, 
to beg I would, on no account, fend any troops there, for that it 
would prove fatal ta him. 

Mr. Simpſon, another counſellor, has juſt reſigned, 


Extract of p Letter from the. Hmourable Governor Gage, to the Earl u 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, September 3d, 1774. 
3 ¶Receiued 1/4} October, ] 


IN my letter of yeſterday, I juſt made mention of a letter in the mo- 
ment received from lieutenant governor Oliyer. That gentleman 
came to me yeſterday about noon, and acquainted me that a number 
of: people had: paſſed bis houſe in Cambridge, going into that town, 
which is. about eight miles from this, but that he had talked to 
them, and they liftened to his advice, to be quiet, and return peace- 
ably home, which they promiſed to do without making any diftur- 
bance. It was ſuppoſed they aflembled, in order to force Meſſcs. Dan- 
forth and Lee, to reſign their ſeals in council, which they had done 
the day before, and on account of ſome ammunition belonging to the 
province, in the arſenal in Cambridge, which I had before ſent a de- 
tachment to. ſecure, and lodged it in Caſtle William. It was there- 
re concluded that all objects being removed, for that they were ſa- 
_ tisfied-of his being in the council, as he was at the ſame time lieu- 
tenant governor, the people would immediately go away; and be 
; cherefore begged I would. not think of ordering any troops there, 2 
there would be no occaſion, for it, and it could only be productive of 
_ miſchief.. Some hours afterwards, three of the commiſſioners of the 
. cuſtoms paſſed through Cambridge, ſaw great numbers of people aſſem- 
Died, but no noiſe, and no great inſult offered them, but one of them, 
Via. Me. Holwell, againſt whom ſome of the chiefs of this place ar 
; piqued, ſent people after him, and he was purſued almoſt to this town; 
perſons were fent out, and returned with the report, that all was quiet 
near the town, and no. numbers ſeen. I expected to hear from the 
__ heriff, Mr. Phipps, if any thing extraordinary happened at Cam- 
45, hang received no further advice till near ſix in the evening, when 
the letter which I have mentioned, and incloſe, was bronghs; me 
| rom 
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rom the lieutenant governor, about which time the inſurgents had 
aiſhed their buſineſs, and went off, after forcing him ta reſign his 
ſeat in council. I have found ſince, that when Mr. Oliver came 
Grſt to me, it was in conſequence of the people's defire, and of their 
Murances that no diſturbance or violence would happen; and he was 
ſo confident in their promiſes, and of his own influence over them, 
as to go back to Cambridge, and in his way met the ſheriff, whom 
he perſuaded to go with him. They thus both fell into the ſnare ; 
for they obliged the ſheriff to ſign à paper, as well as Mr. Oliver. 
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Extra of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage, to the Earl of 
F — Dated Boſton, 20th September, 1774. 


81 NC E my letters by the Scarborough ſhip of war, I have receivy- 
ed ſome letters and papers, which I tranſmit your lordſhip, rela- 
tire to the proceedings in the diſtant counties, againſt the courts of 
juſtice, and reſolves of a county meeting. f . 0 
It is needleſs to trouble your lordſhip, with daily publications of de- 
termined reſolutions, not to obey the late acts of parliament, or to al- 
low any civil officer acting under them, from the governor to the 
juſtice, to be conſtitutional officers. 2 ine 
They talk of fixing a plan of government of their own ;_ and it is 
ſomewhat ſurprizing, that ſo many in the other provinces intereſt 
themſelves ſo much in the behalf of tais.. I find they have ſome warm 
friends in New York and Philadelphia; and I learn by an officer who 
left Carolina, the latter end of Auguſt, that the people of Charles 
Town are as mad as they are here. . 8 14 
The conntry people are exerciſing in arms, in this province, Con- 
necticut and Rode Iſland, and getting magazines of arms and ammu- 
nition in the country, and ſuch artillery as they can procure, good 
and bad. e 
They threaten to attack the troops in Boſton, and are very angry 
at a work throwing up at the entrance of the town; on which ac- 
count, I have had two meſſages from the ſelect men, and a third from 
the county of Suffolk. | | k 
People are daily reſorting to this town for protection; for there is no 
ſecurity for any perſon. deemed a friend to government, in any part of 
the country. Even places always eſteemed well affected have caught 
the infection, The commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, have thought it no 
longer ſafe. or prudent to reman at Salem, conſidering the preſent diſ- 
tracted ſtate of every part of the province, and are amongſt others 
come into the town, where I am obliged likewiſe now to refide, on 
288 | : Re 3 
r. Willard has been obliged to reſign. his ſeat in council fince my 
laſt. The reſt remain firm, notwithſtanding daily threats of plunder, 
devaſtation and ruin, aud even of aflaflination” © © - Cov 
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Capy of a Letter from the Honourable Govrrnor Gage, to the Earl of 
Dartmouth. Dated Boſton, 25th September, 1774. 


M Loxnp, ; 
| TEE inclofed extract of a letter from general Haldimand, with a 
printed bill poſted up at New York, ferve to ſhew a bad diſpo- 
ſition of too many in that place; but I hope the general will find means 
to fecure the ftores, and that the tranſports will get up to the town to 
receive them. It was found impoſſible to put the troops under cover 
. here without erecting ſome temporary lodgements; and on the ſup- 
poſition that workmen could not be procured here, it was thought ex- 
pedient to ſend to New York ; but the printed bill deterred the car. 
penters of that place from coming here, whilſt contrary to what was 
imagined, the Boſton artificers have undertaken our work. 

Ine meſfages or addreſſes delivered me by the ſele& men of Boſton, 
and the delegates of the county of Suffolk, concerning a work at the 
entrance of the town, where 1 propoſe to lodge a regiment, was men- 
tiqhed to your lordſhip in a former letter, and I now tranſmit printed 
Spies of them. Your lordſhip will obſerve, that the delegates com- 
plain of miſinformation, and deny a with of independency. 

Many members are chofen for the general court, that was appointed 
to meet at Salem, on the 5th of next month, and I have information 
that the old council has been ſummoned to attend there. The new 
copneil appointed by the King, who have taken refuge in this town, 
dare not attend at Salem, - unleſs eſcorted there and back again by a 
large force, which as affairs are circumſtanced will anſwer no end. 
The aſſembly will not act with them, and I cannot act with the old 
council, ſo that nothing but confuſion can ariſe from a meeting of the 
Meral court, on which account I mean to fall on meaſures to poſt- 
pone the ſeſſions. | 3 
Me hear of nothing but extravagancies in ſome part or other, and 
of military preparations from this place to the province of New York, 
in which the whole ſeems to be united. Upon a rumour propagated 
with uncommon diſpatch through the country, that the ſoldiers had 
led fix people, and that the ſhips and troops were firing upon 
Boston; the whole country was in arms and in motion, and nume- 
rous bodies of the Connecticut people had made ſome marches before 
the report was contradicted, 
=> Your lordſhip will know from various accounts, the extremities 
to which affairs are brought, and how this province is ſupported and 
aberted by others beyond the conception of moſt people, and foreſeen 
by none. The diſeaſe was believed to have been confined to the 
town of Boſton, from whence it might have been eradicated, no doubt, 
without a great deal of trouble, jon it might have been the caſe ſome 
time ago; but now it is ſo univerſal, there is no knowing where to 
apply 2 remedy, I am, &c. — - Gay 


A 
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p. S. I incloſed two reſolution of the congreſs, juſt arrived from 
Philadelphia, approving the reſolutions of the county of Suffolk in 
his province, tranſmitted in my letter to your lordſhip, No, 175 8 


xiradt of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Earl if 
Dartmouth, Dated Boſton, 34 October, 1774. | 


My Lorp, | N 
Y OUR lordſhip's letter of the 3d of Auguſt, No. 8, was received 

on the 27th ult, and its duplicate by packet next day. The 
hange that has happened in tne affairs of this country, your lordfhi 
will have been made acquainted with, ſince the date of the above di 
patch from various parts, and known with what violence the other 
olonies have eſpouſed the cauſe of the Maſſachuſets Bay, though 
ſome more moderate than others. The congreſs is ſtill fitting, and 
rom ſome previous reſolyes they have publiſhed, particularly one 


tranſmitted your lordſhip, approving the reſolves of Suffolk county, 


and another recommending non-importation, we do not expect much 
good from their deliberatioms. 14 þ 
I mentioned to your lordſhip my intention to poſtpone meeting the 
aſſembly, and you will ſee the proclamation to that end in the incloſed 
papers, together with the reſolves of Worceſter, and ſome publica- 
tions againſt ſupplying the King's troops with neceſſaries; ſo that I 
was premature in telling your Jordſhip, that the Boſton, artificers 
would work for us. This refuſal of all aſſiſtance has thrown us into 
difficulties, but I hope to get through them, and to be able to put the 
troops under cover, though not ſo comfortably as I could wiſh. 
I do not: ſind that the ſpirit abates any where, for it is kept up with 
great induſtry. TY 2 . 
They are ſhortly to have a provineial congreſs in this colony, com- . 
poſed chiefly of the repreſentatives, lately choſen to meet at Concord, 
where it is ſuppoſed meaſures will be taken for the government of the 
province, | 2 


Extract of a Letyr om the Honouraole Gover nor Gage to the Earl: 7 
; — Dated Boſton, 17th October, 1774. 7 


My Loxp, | a : 2300 656 215.65 

] Tranſmit our lordſhip a number of incloſures, amongſt which. 
you will fee the reſolves paſſed by the repreſentatives who met at 

alem, notwithſtanding my proclamation, to poſtpone the ſeſſions, ane 
gjourned themſelves, as was foreſeen, to meet delegates from the 

ounties and towns, to Concord, there to form themſelves into a pro- 

incial congreſs, from whence they have agreed. to remove to Cam- 


bridge. Your rdſhip has a remonſtrance which they have ſent to 
ne, and my anſwer to it, which I had ſome difficulty in contriving, 
| | as 


| | 


* 18 
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as I cannot conſider them as a legal aſſembly, and a handle woul; 
Have been made of it had I refuſed; and it was moreover neceſſary ty 
warn them of their conduct, and require them to deſiſt from ſuch un. 
.conſtitutional proceedings. There are alſo copies of two remonſtrance 
from the county of Worceſter, the firſt of which was ſo offenſive to the 
King, and riot addreſſed to me as governor, that [ refuſed to receive it; 
the laſt was anſwered, and the anſwer tranſmitted. 
The above relate to works I have been making at the entrance of the 
entrance of the town, at which they pretend to be greatly alarmed, 
leſt che inhabitants of the town ſhould be inſlaved and made hoſtage; 
"of, to force the country to comply with the late acts; a ſchem 
which they know is not feaſible ; but I believe the works have hithet 
obſtructed ſome pernicious projects they have had in view, which ha 
"determinded me to refuſe all applications for their demolition. And 
-whilft their affected apprehenfions for the town of Boſton are hel 
Forth, moderation and forbearance has been put to the teſt, by burning 
*he ſtraw and ſinking boats with bricks, coming for the uſe of the 
Aroops, and overturning our wood carts, It appears to me, to be: 
part of their ſyſtem to pick a quarrel with the troops, for which reaſon 
was the more cautious to give no pretence for it, that all misfortung 

which might happen ſhould be of their own ſeeking. 

There are various reports ſpread abroad of the motions made at the 
Provincial congreſs whilft at Concord: ſome it is ſaid moved to attack 
the 'troops in immediately, others to value the eſtates in the 
ton, in order to - agg proprietors the Joſs they might ſuſtain, an 

to ſet the town on fire, and others propoſed to invite the inhabitan 
Into the county, which has been talked of for ſome time. 

By a letter from general Carleton of the 20th of September, he de- 
termined to ſend here the loth and 52d regiments, and I conclude 
them on their way from Quebec, as alſo general Haldimand with the 
Ach reg. from New York, where tranſports have been laying for ſome 
aveeks to take on board the ſtores, and I apprehend they are moſtly ſe- 
eured. I am to acquaint your lordſhip, likewiſe, that commodort 
Shuldham receiving intelligence at Newfoundland of the extraordin 
commotions in this country, ſent the Roſe man of war immediate] 
ere, with two companies of the 65th regiment, ſtationed at 

John's, deſiring only that they might be replaced in the ſpring. 
l Tho. Gage. 

P. S. I had once hopes to have ſent your lordfhip accounts d 
eme conciliatory meaſures which I have urged ſtrongly, and recon 
mended-the paying for the tea for a beginning of a reconciliation; bu 
I (eſpair of any overtures of the kind unleſs it comes recommended 

rom the continental congreſs, by whoſe reſolves this people d 

their intentions to abide, and uſe every artifice to engage the reſts 
me oontinent in their own diſputes with the mother ay. | Fe 
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aft of Letters from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Barl of 
Dartmouth. Dated Boſton, October 30, and November 2, 1774. 


Tranſmit your lordſhip a number of reſolves of the provincial con: 
greſs, with fome paſſed by the continental congreſs at Philadel- 
ia, relative to the proceedings of this province, which they have in 
> great a degree ſupported, though in ſome inſtances deceived by 
em. Expreſſes are frequently going from the one to the other, and 
y are very ſecret in both; and from what has tranſpired, there is 
poſition in both. Our provincial congreſs has appeared to be a 
al puzzled to determine to what lengths they ſhould go, and have 
d ſomething of moment in agitation, which, by what has dropped 
dm ſome of the members, relates to the embodying about 15,006 
en, and appointing four perſons to command them, under the direcs 
dn of a committee, Others deny it—fo that time muſt clear up the 
th of this rumour, which muſt be known ſoon. Common talk 
ies out, that this body is to be ready at a moment's warning, and to 
ſupported by this and the neighbouring provinces. | 
na 1 be people would cool was not means taken to keep up their en- 
uſiaſm. Truths or falſehoods equally ferve the purpoſe, for they 
ſo beſotted to one ſide, that they will not believe, or even hear 
at is ſaid to convince them of their errors. This congreſs made an 
ort to get all the inhabitants of this town to leave it and retire to 
e country, but it was found to be an impractieable meaſure, Many 
dividuals are gone, and others going through fear, as they give out, 
being apprehended ; fo your lordſhip will perceive ſome of the mo 
noxious are in the number of thoſe who move. 3 
From the union of the provinces, and the ſimilarity of their mea- 
» I have not been without apprehenſions that our ſupplies of 2 | 
mon might be ſtopped, and gave early notice to the contractors here 
lay in large quantities in time. They aſſure me, that from the 
antity they have collected, and the meaſures they have taken to pro- 
re more, that there is no danger of being in want ; but if any thin 
dre extraordinary happens, we ſhall not be able to procure proviſio 
dim any of the colomes. oy S 
Major general Haldimand has = me with the 47th regiment, and 
ree companies of the 18th, from New York, and has put a large 
entity of the moſt uſeful ſtores at that place, and which it became 
per to ſecure, on board the tranſports ; à good deal, but what 
ald be of leaſt ſervice, ſtill remains under the care of five compa- 
of the 18th regiment. ; 
November 2, 1774. : 
The King's ſchooner, the St. Lawrence, which conveys this dif- 
h being detained, I tranſmit 3 lordſhip the laſt reſolves which 


this 
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this provincial congreſs has publiſhed, after which they adjourned i 
23d inſtant, and I learn that their ſecret determination 1s to aſſet 

ble the old council at their next meeting, in order to form as complet 
a government as they can, and to have, as they ſay, a vaſt army i 
the field inthe ſpring at the continental expence. T alſo tranſmit you 
Jordſhip a copy of another meſſage to me, in anſwer to mine to thei 
firſt meſſage, which has been ſent to your lordſhip. 
They have a particular manner in perverting and turning ever 
thing to their purpoſes. A regiment was incamped about a mile frog 
Salem, two companies of which marched out as far, perhaps, as ſons 

ſtraggling houſes, but was ordered back, and never came within 
quarter of a mile of the place where the people were aſſembled, n 
was there any occaſion for them. No private property has bee 
touched, unleſs they mean an order to the ſtore-keeper not to delive 
out any powder from the magazine where the merchants depoſit i 
which I judged a wy neceſſary and prudent meaſure in the preſe 
circumſtances, as well as removing the ammunition from the pr 
vincial arſenal at Cambridge, = 
They make the greateſt handle of the works at the entrance of ti 
town, which 1 have very great reaſon to believe have obſtructed ſon 
deſigns they had in view, and which I cannot doubt they have had 
in deliberation to attack, but carried againſt the movers of the projes 
The officers of the militia have, in moſt places, been forced to 
Ten their commiſſions, and the men choſe their officers, who are f 
quently made and unmade ; and I ſhall not be ſurpriſed, as the pr 
vincial-congreſs ſeems to proceed higher and higher in their determ 
nations, if perſons ſhould be authorized by them to grant commi 
ſions, and aſſume every power of a legal government, for their edi 
are implicitly obeyed throughout the country. 
Tbe 1oth and gad regiments are arrived, and arriving in the ha 
bour. On their landing 1 ſhall be able, from the = to-form 
force of near 3000 men, excluſive of a regiment for the defence 
caſtle William. 

Your lordſhip will doubtleſs receive many accounts of the fituatic 

of this continent. This province is without courts of juſtice or Hon 

iſlature— The whole country in a ferment—Many parts of it, I m4 
Hay, actually in arms, and ready to unite; Letters from other pri 
vinces tell us, they are violent every where, and that no decency Wav 
obſerved in any place but New York. Great Britain had never mae 
occaſion for wiſdom, firmneſs and unanimity. „ ee 61 
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tract of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, November 15th, 1774. 19 455 
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N HE proceedings of the continental congreſs aſtoniſh and terri 
all conſiderate men; but though I am confident that many of their 
ſolves neither can or will be obſerved, I fear they will be generall 
ceived, as there does nat appear to be reſolution and ftrength enoug 
mong the moſt ſenſible and moderate people in any of the provinces, 
penly to reje them. N * 4 
This provincial congreſs has been encouraged by the general union 
d readineſs ſhewn by the reſt of the New England provinces to ap- 
ar in arms at their call to go the lengths they have. I tranſmit 
our lordſhip a proclamation which I have nubliſhed againſt the pro- 
dings of their laſt _— and I hope it will have ſome effect, for 
learn that people are cooler than they were, and grow apprehenſive 
f conſequences. The congreſſes have gone greater lengths than was 


r | 

Norwithttanding the impediments thrown in our way, we ſhall to 
ut the troops under cover to-morrow, except the two regiments 
om Quebec, who muſt remain in their tranſports five or ſix days 

ger. 20 binon $789 
A conſiderable quantity of flour was ſtopped for a time in Maryland, 
pon information that it was for the uſe of the troops at Boſton, but 

is arrived, and we have by various means gor proviſions ſufficient 
o laſt the troops here about ſix months; and I hope, if it is found 
eceſſary, that we ſhall be able to procure further ſupplies, 


xtradt of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage to the Earl f 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, December 15th, 1774. 


HE Scarborough arrived with your lordſhip's diſpatch of the 15th 
or October, No. 11, on the 3d inſtant, and Admiral Graves has 
onſented to land all the ſupernumerary marines, which, by report, 
nay amount to above 409 men, as ſoon as all arrive and quarters are 
drepared, that Major Pitcairne, who commands thoſe marines, may 
dave a better opportunity to form and diſcipline them, than if they 
emained on board their (hips, where they are crowded, , © | 
Your lordſhip's idea of diſarming certain provinces, would doubtleſs 
de conſiſtent with prudence and ſafety, but it neither is, or has been 
practicable without having recourſe to force, and being maſter of the 
ountry, i N . | un loc 07 om: 0 
Nothing has been untried that could tend to hurt and terrify the 
Mandamus caunſellors to reſign, who have withſtood all threats 
1 4 | : I 2 againſt 
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inſt their perſons and properties; but they are ſtill obliged to take 
eſter with the troops; and I have ju what your lordſhip re 
marks, that in ſuch a ſtate, the taking any ſtep by their advice woul 
add no weight to the authority of government, but rather be an ar. 
wment for diſobedience ; for that reafon, I have avoided the aſſem. 
ing of them in council as much as poſſible. I am to acknowledy 
the receipt of the royal mandamus for the admiffion of the gentlemen 
therein nominated into the council; all the former counſ ſtand 
m and deſerve the greateſt encouragement. | 
I will not pretend to foreſee to what degree they mean to extend 
the claims of this country; the congreſs has ſent their conditions, on 
which will condeſcend at preſent to keep up any commercial con- 
nettion with the mother country; but I judged from the movements 
of the people here, that they had deſigns to carry matters further with. 
eut delaying them, and to purſue meaſures which other province 
would not adopt. I have taken notice in former letters of expreſley 
going frequently. from this provincial congreſs to Philadelphia, of the 
committee's forbidding people to work for the troops or to ſupply 
them with materials and neceffaries for their quarters, committing in. 
ſalts; and deſtroying bricks and ſtraw coming from the country. All 
theſe proceedings appeared to be carried on ſyſtematically, and to 
have ſome concealed deſign, which could be no other than to oblige 
the troops to force their quarters upon the inhabitants, or ſhew their 
veſentment in ſome ſhape, that might afford a pretende to cry out 
againſt military oppreſſion, to alarm the continent, and obtain aſſiſt. 
ee from the congreſs; and as there was a ſuſpicion of their project, 
utions were taken to defeat it, | | 
I have no doubt that the aim of the hot leaders here has been to 
have a body of troops in pay, and under their direction, and ta per- 
fpade the other colonies to contribute towards the expence : but not 
ſucceeding in that attempt, that they have next tried, in this provin- 
cial congreſs, to uſurp the government entirely, as the ſureſt means to 
procure both money and troops by their own authority. This is pretty 
apparent from ſome of their "x the as well as from what has fallen 
from ſome of the members of the congreſs, but they have not yet been 
abie to bring the majority into their ſchemes, and I dont find that 
their new treaſurer has had any money paid into his hands. I tranſmit 
your lordſhip the publications of this congreſs ſince my laſt, and you 
will ſee that it is now diſſolved, and that another is to be choſen in 
February, when the chiefs. will probably try to get members more in- 
glingd to ſewve their ends. Their vi ence terrified many of their 
who haye given aſſiſtance to preſerye peace and quiet, by which 
pple have had time to cool and hearken more to reaſon, but I don't 
Infer that they are more inclined to receive the new laws, or that 1 


little mattor would not raiſe them again. But people who here 
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mall treated for their attachments to government, have recovered 
hemſclves during the calm, and in feveral places have aflociated fot 
heir mutual defence. I have been given to hope great good effects 
rom theſe aſſociations, which I have taken pains to promote, though 
confeſs that I expe&t the aſſociators will be compoſed only of former 
roteſtors and addreſſers, who have ſtood forth for a time, but over- 
ybelmed by ſuperior numbers, have been ſorced to recant. 

Moderation has been prefcribed from this country, and their corres 
pondents appear to have adviſed them againft conciliatory meaſures, 
ut to fly to extremities. I encloſe your ip a printed extract of 
letter, the contents of which was ſpread abroad before the publica- 
jon, and is ſaid publicly to have been written by a gentleman re- 

arkable for. his correſpondence with this country, More of the 
ame tenor have been written, particularly one in September, it's ſaid, 


— y the ſame perſon, to the late ſpeaker, wherein, I am told, be ex- 
el their wiſdom in procuring a general congreſs, and diſappointing 
ho © age} AE acumen to divide the colonies, arid xecommends 
e "ion and the moſt vigorous proceedings, as the ſureſt means to overs 
nome the mother country, ; N = 
From the difficulty to procure materials, which few would verturs 


> ſupply, although the barrack maſter general exerted himſelf res + 
arkably, there was no poſſibility to get all the troops in quarters is 
don as we wiſhed, and the regiments from Quebec were obliged ts 
ay in the tranſports till about ten days ago, when the whole was ut» 
Ir cover, rags 3 | 1 „ert e 
The Aſia and the Boyne are arrived, the firſt two after tha 
arborough ; and we are waiting impatiently for news of the Somerſet, 


tog P. S. Since finiſhing my letter, I have received ſome votes that the 

e. embly of Rhode Ifland has paſſed, of which I incloſe a copy, toge- 
nager with a copy of an act paſſed by ſaid aſſembly, publiſhed in the 
" ewport Mercury, It is ſaid, that they certainly mean here to try to 
| 


ſurp the government at the next meeting of this congreſs ; and it's 
ded, to reſume their firſt charter, | 


om 


opy of a Note from Lord Viſcount Liſburne to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
dated Admiralty Office, 18 October, 1774. 


ORD Lifburne preſents his compliments to lord Dartmouth, and. 

in the abſence of the other commiſſioners of the admiralty, begs. 
we to ſend his lordſhip the incloſed letter, received this day, from 
Imiral Greayes, to be laid before his Majeſty, Os 


4 


Copy 


te i th December laſt, giving an account of the arrival of his Ma 
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Letter from the Lords of the Admiralty to the Karl of Datt. 
09 0 * —— dated 1 — 1774. 7 
Lon, eee 
| H* ing received a letter from vice admiral. Greaves, commander 

in chief of his Majeſty's ſhips in North America, dated the 23d 0 
September laſt, at Boſton, containingtſome further accounts of the yi. 
olent-proctedings of the populace in thoſe parts. We ſend your lord. 
ſhip herewith a copy thereof, in addition to what we have already 
| mitted to you, on the ſame ſubject, for his Majeſty's information, 


And are, &c, 9 

n [Signed] | SANDWICH, 
2 „ | 71 6 J. BuLLes, Wn 
aer ö A. Hervey, Ne. 


Copy of a Letter from the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to fl 

-,-- - - earl of Dartmouth, dated 14th January, 1775. 

-T3IV0-03 5: 44 [ Recerved I 5th January. ] 
- My LoxD, | | 
FJ Avmng received a letter from vice admiral Greaves, commander in 

* chief of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels in North America, dated 


jeſty's fhips the Afia, Boyne and Scarborough, at Boſton, and of the 
' di ion he has made of the ſquadron under his command, 
Me ſend your lordſhip herewith a copy of the ſaid letter, and of it 
ineloſures, - for his Majeſty's information. 


A We are, my lord, | c 
Tour lordſhip's moſt humble ſervants, he 

3 | 45 | SAxDwIch. s 
1 . J. BuLLex, 7. 
t n A. Hervey, Nan 


Extra of a Letter from Captain Wallace to Vice Admiral Greavey 
dated on beard his Majeſty's Ship, Roſe, at Newport, Rhode Iſland 
- 22th December, 177444. v2 


V Efterday I arrived in this port, with his Majeſty's ſhip under mut 

command, from New London and a cruize, of which I had then 
honourto acquaint you the 8th Inſtant. Since my abſence from this place f 
I find the inhabitants (they ſay here of Providence) have ſeized upon thee: 
King's cannon, that was upon Fort Iſland, conſiſting of {1x 24 pound 
ers, eighteen 18 pounders, fourteen 6 pounders, and fix 4 pounden 
(the latter they ſay formerly belonged to a province loop they had here n 
and conveyed them to Providence. A procedure ſo W 0 


2 C: 
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auſed me to wait upon the governor, to enquire of him for your ins 
ormation, why ſuch, a ſtep had been taken; he very frankly told me 
hey bad done it to prevent their falling into the hands of the Ling, or 
ny of his ſervants ;z and that they meant to make uſe of them. to de- 


end themſelves againſt any power that ſhall offer to -moleſt them; 


of then mentioned, if, in the courſe of carrying on-the King's ſervice 
ere, I ſhould aſk aſſiſtance, whether I might expect any him, 
dr any others in the government? He anſwered, as to himſelf, he had 
d/o power, and in reſpect to any other part of the goverment, I ſhould 
n,MWWneet with nothing but oppolition and difficulty. So much from 


wernor Wanton. Then I endeavoured to get the beſt information of 
hat they were at from other quarters, and incloſed I ſend it to you, 
zmong ſome of their votes you will find they intend to procure pows 
der and ball, and military ftores of all kinds, whenever they can 
vet them. | 

5 


| «trad of a Letter from Geoarner Wentworth to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, dated New Hampſhire, 8th of June 1774. 


Received 2d of Auguſt.] | | 47 


| terry od —— 
IN my letter No. 50, I had the honour to write your lordſhip, that 
® the general aſſembly of this province ſtood; prorogued ta the ioth 
f May, at which time they met and proceeded upon buſineſs, I told, 
great pains to prevail on them not to enter into any extra proyincial 
caſures, yet one of the members for Portſmouth, read in his place 
he incloſed letter, No. 1. to the committee of correſpondence of 
Portſmouth, but the houſe then declined conſidering it. On Friday 
th of May, it was moved to appoint committees of correſpondence, 
and, after a warm debate, carried by a majority of two only: the 
ext morning it was reconſidered, and carried by a majority of one 
only, and paſſed as by the incloſures No. 2 and 3. Immediately. after 
wes his, the ſupply bill was paſſed and ſent up to the council, being 
itheld, as I imagine, for time to effect the other meaſure, I di- 

eclly adjourned the aſſembly, and kept them under ſhort adjourn- 
ments till this day, in hopes to obtain a ſuſpenſion of theſe votes; 
ut finding there were two letters in town for the ſpeaker, which, 
the eme of thoſe who were moſt active, ſaid, were to appoint a congreſs. 
df the colonies, I conſidered it to be improper to admit their pro- 
n.thefcedings, and therefore immediately put an end tg the commmittees,: 
(who have not as yet wrote or acted) and to the aſſembly, by a diſ- 
den olution in a meſſage (No. 4 berewith tranſmitted) cautiouſly expreſſed, 
n ſuch general terms, as to prevent any miſrepreſentations. This 

a ode of diſſolution after ſuch ſhort adjouruments, Which are wended: 
N 1 | y 


© 
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by'few members, precluded any meeting of thoſe perſons to contrine 
- emdofirablo meaſures,” or purſue thoſe in their private capacity, that 
"were aticmpted as an affembly, which has extremely difconcerted, 
and 4 will counteract the efforts of thoſe that ftrive to lead this 
Pace into combinations with the Maſſachuſets Bay. Before thy 
 diflolution, all the uſual and neceflary - buſineſs of the province wa 
completed. Fhat no detriment can ariſe from my delaying to call a 
nl, in enpectation that a few weeks will convince thoſe who 
be members, of the imprudence and error of meaſures, that tent 
w-weaken or ſubvert the ſubordination of the colonies, a 


— — „ W— — 


ume of @ Letter from Governor Wentworth to the Earl of Da 
mouth. New Hampſhire, 4th July, 1774. 


N the 25th of June, at night, arrived here the Groſvenor ma 
ſhip, from London, with twenty-ſeven cheſts of bohea tea, con- 
to a merchant in Portfmouth ; ſometime before the arrival « 
the ſhip, it was re that a quantity of bohea tea was expected, 
Hereupon I took effectual precautions to counteract the univerſal dil. 
— of America, from contravening the acts of parliament in'this in- 
ce, or deſtroying the property. By my deſire the conſignee wrott 

4 letter to the maſter of the ſhip, with directions how to proceed of 
mie arrival. This letter I gave to captain Cockran of his Majeſty's 
alle Wimam and Mary, who effected my orders in delivering it u 
The a6th being Sunday, nothing was done, On the 27th the 
maſter and merchant went early to the cuſtom-houſe, and entered the 
Mp and cargo. At noon-day the ſhip's boats came to the wharf with 
ſeven chefts of tea, carts were prepared, and the tea irnmedi- 
ied to the cuſtom-houſe, and there ſtored, before any people 


f 


d ble to obſtruct it. The town not ſuſpecting any movement 
until return from Dover, about ten miles off, where 
ai during this firſt operation to ſecure this event, which I foreſav 


[ 


be Carried quietly, by withdrawing ſuſpicion, baying cit 
to proper magiſtrates, who I knew would not be difap- 
In the afternoon a town meeting was convened upon the 
Fcame into town and paſſed on horſeback through the cons 
treated me witk their uſual kindneſs and reſpecl. At the 
da repreſented to the people, that the tea being no# 
the euſtom-houſe, the queſtion was totally changed, tha 
ng could be done, but by conſent of and agreement with the 
mievckaye. - The — proceeded with coolnefs and temper 
ame my dope. It was p that a committee ſhould* be 
avid inveſted with powers to treat with the merchant, In this com 
wiess of eleven, were many principa? gentlemen, — e 
4 


. 
= 


= 


1 


- 
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knew deteſted every idea of violating property: men diſpoſed to pre- 
nt miſchiefs, The town alſo choſe a guard of freeholders, to pro- 
& and defend the cuſtom-bouſe and the tea from any attempt or in- 
ruption, which- being ſincerely intended, was faithfully. executed. 
dn the 28th the conſignee accepted and agreed to the propoſals of 
ze committee, to export the tea to any market he choſe, upon con- 
tion the town would reſhip and protect it, while in the harbour. 
'his they gladly acceded to, and the town upon adjournment con- 
med the proceedings; — the committee and the conſignee 
gether were at the cuſtom-houſe, where the duty was openly and: 
gularly paid, and the tea again carted through the ftreets publicly 
the day time, without noiſe, tumult or infult. About 9 o'clock: 
M. three overheated mariners (two of them ſtrangers) endeavoured ; 
> excite a mob, to deſtroy the tea and veſſel hired to export it. 
hereupon J ſent for colone] Fenton who gathered a few gentlemen, 
paired to the veſſel, and with laudable ſpirit and prudence they perſon- 
ly guarded both veſſel and cargo in fafety till the next morning. On 
de 29th A. M. the comptroller of the cuſtoms informed me, that theſe 
ariners had got drums, and were aſſembling thoughtleſs people to 
ſtroy the tea and ſlop. At the ſame time I received a letter, No. 
, a copy herewith incloſed, from the conſignee, deſiring my aid and 
liſtance, to take poſſeſſion of the ſloop and cargo. Hereupon 1 
rected the ſheriff inſtantly to ſummon the eouncil, and every mas 
ſtrate and peace officer to meet me forthwith on the wharf where 
e veſſel lay, determining to diſperſe any riotous attempts and order 
e veſſel to the caſtle; while I was going out on this my duty, a meſs: - 
nger came to tell me that ſome magiſtrates and two of the council, 
lr. Warner and Mr. Rindge, who happened to be in the way, bear- 
bg the noiſe, had repaired to the place, and, with many other free« 
ders, ſilenced the drums, and prevailed on the people to diſperſe 
ithout any outrage, At this time I received a ſecond letter (No a, 
rrewith) from the confignce, to the ſame purport as the firſt... I loſt: 
o time in writing an order to captain Cochran, immediately to take: 
oſſeſſion, defend, protect, and ſafely deliver the ſaid veſſel and cargo to 
5 merchant, or to his orders; and the ſheriff, John Parker, Eſq; to 
ke command of the caſtle in bis abſence, as will appear fully by the 
cloſure, No. 3. In the evening, about half paſt 6, obſerving the 
ind to be contrary, I diſpatched a ſecond: order to captain. Cochran, 
Ub to continue in the; orders of the morning, as by the incloſure, 
9. 4. Theſe orders were directly carried unto, effect. with a-pru-- 


ande and - firmneſs that does, honour to bath the officers. On the 
oth, the owner of the ſloop, the niaſtes, and; the ſupercargo, to 
Thoſe care the confignte committed the tea, came on board, with 
oper cuſtom houſe clearances, and authority from the confignee. 
aptain Cochran examined the W cheſts of tea, found 2 
>. x1 » "ob | 2 per ect - 
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perfectly ſafe, and in good order; deſired the three laſt mentioned 
perſons to examine the ſame, which they did, and then received both 
veſſel and cargo into their poſſeſſion, and forthwith ſailed for Halifax, 
Mr. Parker, the ſheriff, and captain Cochran, returned to their re. 
ſpeRive-duties, and have made return of their doings, on my orders, 
as in the incloſures, No. 5 and 6. During theſe tranſactions, viz, 
on the evening of the 27th, and morning of the 28th, I told the collce. 
tor and comptroller, alſo the conſignee, that if they wanted any aid 
or afhſtance,” or were apprehenſive of danger, I was ready, whenever 
they would apply to me, and would not only iſſue orders, but in 
| pe defend them ; that I was confident, the magiſtrates and free. 


they then apprehended no danger, 


Copy of a Letter from Governor Wentworth to the Earl of Dartmouth, 


Duated New Hampſhire, the 6th of July, 1774. 
- [Received the 24 of Auguft.] be 


- May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

Urôd hearing the committee of correſpondenee, choſen by the late 
— aſſembly of this province, had iflued letters to thoſe members, 

to meet this day in the repreſentatives chamber in Portſmouth, there 

to deliberate and act, particularly to chuſe delegates for a general 

American congreſs, and that ſome of the ſaid perſons were convened, 


I have conſidered it to be my duty to his Majeſty to uſe my endeavours 
to diſperſe and ſeparate fo illegal and unwarrantable an attempt. I. 


have therefore convened his Majeſty's council, ordered the ſheriff to at- 


tend me, and requiring their attendance on me, I went into the room, 


and immediately read the incloſed ſpeech to them; afterwards1 di- 


rected the ſheriff to make open proclamation, for all perſons to diſperſe 


and ! peace, which was done before they had entered on 
any. buſineſs, and I expect will be obeyed, as this letter muſt be for- 
warded by expreſs 66 miles to Boſton, and reach there to-night, in 
hopes to fave conveyance by admiral Montague. Whatever further 
may occur, I ſhall take due eare to tranſmit to your lordſhip as foon 
as poſſible, all which is moſt humbly ſubmitted, dutifully hoping 
your lordſhip's favourable repreſentation of my beſt zeal, unremitted 
diligence and 22 in N my duty, may happily be ho- 
noured with his Maſeſty's approbation. I have the honour to be: 
- with the moſt perfect | „ &. of | n 993 (N 
| T7080 
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would not deſert me: but they would not apply, declaring 


xt 
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wraft of a Letter from the Homurable Governor Wentworth, to the 
Earl of Dartmouth, dated New Hampſhire, 1 3th July, 1774. 


'To | ſ 
„ HE convention mentioned in my diſpatch, No. 63, immediately 
WH diſperſed, without attempting to enter into any meaſures. 
c- Whoſe gentlemen with ſome others dined at a tavern, and there in, 
id Whrivate agreed to recommend to the ſeyeral pariſhes in the province, 


ut they chooſe perſons to meet at Exeter on the 2 iſt inſtant, for the 
urpofe of appointing delegates to attend, and be part of an American 
mnereſs, intended to aſſemble the iſt of September next, in Penſyl- 
mia or New Jerſey, The towns were deſired to collect ne 5 
nd ſend by their agents to Exeter, certain ſums of money in P opor- 
on to their province tax, amounting to three hundred pounds ſterling, 

pay the delegates. It was alſo recommended to the pariſhes, that 
th, Ne 14th inftant be obſerved. as a day of faſting and prayer, It is yet 
ncertain how far theſe requiſitions will be complied with, but I am 
pt to believe the ſpirit of ent2ufiaſm, which generally prevails through. 
te colonies, will create an obedience that reaſon or religion SY 
il to procure, | 5 


ate | * | | 3 
ers, rue? of a Letter from Governor Wentworth to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
ay _ * dated New Hampſhire, Auguſt 29th, 1744 548 
ed, WINCE my letter, No. 64, the convention of perſons choſen by. 
ur WF many towns, in conſequence of the invitation in that letter re- 
| Wrred to, met at Exeter, and elected colonel Folſom and Major Sulli- 
n to be delegates for this province, at the congreſs to be held in 
= hiladelphia, on the firſt day of September next. The paper, No. 2, 


with incloſed, is a copy of the inſtructions given to thoſe - 
men, and is the beſt explanation of their TE and 4 — | 
tent that T can obtain, I am informed that this convention col-. - 
ed and brought from their reſpective towns, about one hundred 


, in Wd twenty guineas, which was paid into the hands of John Giddinge, 
ther Wiquire, (wo they elected treaſurer) to defray the expence incurred. 
ſoon Wh the delegates aforenamed, who ſet off on their journey to Phila- 
pine bis, on the 10th inſtan rt. 
tted BY The committee of correſpondence elected by the late aſſembly, and 
 ho- I courſe difſolyed with them, wrote circular letters to all the towns 
de this provinee, copy of which, and printed form of the non-impor- 


ion and non- con umption agreement, recommended in that letter 
ic 1 it, is herewith tranſmitted, No. 2. Some few 
ns generally ſubſcribed, many others totally rejected it. The 


k nittee appear conſcious that their powers (if any they ever hed, 
A ak wh. | oe ot a cea 
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ceaſed with the aſſembly that elected them, for they do not date the 
day of the month, becauſe it. ſucceeded the diſſolution; it is certai 
had not acted nor even met together before that. | 
| think this province is much more moderate than any other to the 
ſouthward, although the ſpirit of enthuſiaſm is ſpread, and requirg 
the utmoſt vigilance and prudence to reſtrain it 25 violent exceſs; 
this will appear by the incloſure, No. 3, which was carried nen ( 
fbntradicetite” in this town, upon an attempt ſome few nights p 
_ eeding, by * of boys and ſailors, to inſult a woman who (a 
ten. Sins this vote the town has been perfectly quiet, thoſe whi 
Nad tea Have ſold it without moleſtation. The inhabitants have nos 
mot aniverſally diſcontinued the uſe of Bohea tea, and I apprebend 
Will intirely, within three months of this date. 
The town clerk of Boſton, who is ſaid to be a zealous leader of the 
Mar oppoſition, has been in this town about a week, immediately 
Eran z publication in the New Hampſhire Gazette, recommendin 
© donations for Boſton, which has been followed by a notification t 
Snvene in town meeting © to grant relief to the poor of the town d 
on,“ on the 1100 0 September next. It is probable no tom 
rant wilt be made, and the meeting iſſue in appointing a commi 
to receive and tranſmit voluntary donations, which I believe will n 
afford much comfort to them or greatly credit the. charitable muni 
Hence of ew, town meeting ; grants oy l and ever will | 
gtrater on popular pretences than private ſubſcriptions, becauſe thok 
that vote in "dtc: pay by far the ſeaſt part of the — * as is Cy 
the caſe with ſelect men, who having. power over the apportionment 
AX" rates, probably do not exerciſe it to their own detriment, 20 
" Kience more eaſily join in facilitating and augmenting ſuch gift 
Which, from the nature of the office, they have great influenc 
upon. It is greatly to be wiſhed, that gentlemen of property, ex 
rienct and education, could be perſuaded to accept the office of ſeled 
men bur it is impracticable; if they are difintereſted, and withou 
ther views than the public good, it is a very laborious. and unprok 


1 * 
4.4 


cable employment: and as T have nothing in my power, whereby t 

vant tuck gooT men, they all decline, and the interior regulation ail '* 
rife capita? falls into the hands of thoſe who can ſubmit to make p. 
worth their attention. * 


I beg leave to aſſure your Tordſhip of my moſt faithful diligence i 
is Majeſty's ſervice; and, with the greateſt deference, to hope fi 
el favourable repreſentation thereof. 1am, S. 
P ² A nn 
">® 8.” Tue incloſure, No. 4, met with very little encoura gem ont a 
obrned but few ſigners, (except two or 3 who were only nw . 
lower order of people, who ſigned before they were divided to, a 
| n che ſatne invitation, would ſign any other paper. *" "om 


kuras of a Letter from Governor JV entworth to the Earl of Dartmouthy 
dated New Hampſhire, 1 3th September, 1774. er 


[Received 14th November.] 


N the the 8th inſtant, about ſun- ſet, arrived in the port of Piſea- 
taqua the Fox maſt-ſhip, having on board 30 cheſts of bohea 
tea, conſigned to Mr. Edward Parry of this town. Previous to this 
arrival ĩt Fad been reported that ſuch an event was expected: I there- 
fore early inſtructed captain Cochran of his majeſty's caſtle, Wil- 
liam and Mary, in this province, to render all the aid and aſſiſtance 
in his power upon the firſt application, as by the copy, No 1. 
which I beg leave to incloſe to your lordſhip herewith, Accord- 
ingly captain Cochran, always indefatigable in his duty, went off 
to the ſhip while at ſea and proffered his ſervice. Some few days 
before this arrival letters were received from. London, mentioning 
the ſhipping of the tea to ſundry perſons, whence it became very pub- 
lic, A ſhip laſt week arrived at Salem with a quantity of tea on board, 
alſo confirmed the expectation of the like here, Theſe things, added 
to a report from Salem that the people would not admit the tea to 
be landed, entered, or pay the duty there, and the enthuſiaſtic ſpirit 
of that province daily gaining ground both there and here, notwith- 
ſtanding my utmoſt efforts and vigilance, rendered the event of this 
importation more precarious than the former, and raiſed almoſt inſur- 
mountable obſtacles againſt its preſervation. * Www! 
As ſoon as it was generally known that tea was arrived here, 
the diſquiet broke forth among the populace, and at a quarter paſt 
ten at night I received a letter, No 2. from Mr. Parry, informing me 
of his windows being broken by a mob, and deſiring protection. At 
half paſt ten I ſent Mr. M<Donah, my private ſecretary, and my bro+ 
ther, who bappened to be at my houſe, to enquire of Mr. Parry what 
was neceſſary, and, if any danger, to offer him the protection of my 
houſe, which they did; — the attempted mob having ſubſided, he 
ſaw there was no danger, and remained quietly and ſafely in his own 
lodgings. At three quarters paſt 9 A. M. of the gth inſtant, Mr. 
Parry brought me a petition to the governor and council, praying the 
protection of government, as in the incloſed copy, No g. whereupon, 
I convened the council within an hour, and received advice from 
them to call in the juſtices that were in town, and require their exe- 
cution of their duty, which they, with laudable. prudence and firm- 
neſs immediately proceeded upon, and with deſirable ſucceſs. $500 
Mr. Parry and captain Norman were informed of theſe proceed- 
ings, and by me told at the council board, that the governor, coun- 
eil and magiſtrates, would, upon the leaſt notice, ſupport and pro- 
ect them and their property, and that we ſhould all be in wu 
£ 


* 
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At fix P. M. I adjourned till nine o'clock next morning, and ſent for 
the chief juſtice, ſheriff, and attorney general, from Exeter, where 
the fuperfr was and is yet fitting, Ag Mr. Gildman and Waldron 
from. Exeter and Dover, to make a full council. That nothing might 
be wanting to execute the law, and preſerve the public peace, the coun- 
cil fat till two o'clock'; and no further application made nor any ap- 
pearance of riot or violence whatever. I propoſed to the council to 
rand adviſe me what further was needful to be done npon the 
Petition ; this was referred to a committee to report upon, and I ad- 
journed till Monday, the twelfth inſtant, ten o'clock, A. M. 

During this period, viz. the gth and 1oth inſtant, the town meet- 
inge were agitated. At length a committee were choſen to conſult 
with Me. Parry and the captain who, agreed to export the tea to Halifax, 
aſe being duly entered, and paying the duty. About five o'clock 
P. M. of 16th Mr. Parry and captain Norman came to me, and in- 
| me of this agreement, and that they were obliged to the go- 
dern ment for their protection, which they imagined was no longer 
| on this occaſion; However, I judged it prudent to meet the 
council vn the adjournment, and to have the council convened again 
in "the afternoon; as there was a town meeting fitting, and J could 
not be certain of eſtabliſhed quiet 'till that was over. The veſſe 
with the tea failed the 13th inſtant, with a fair wind, for Halifax, 
and the town is in peace. The whole procedings in council on this 
Ne beg leave herewith to tranſmit to your lordſhip in the papers, 

err wal} yi os s | u 2 f 

Netwithſtanding, I can ſtill have the pleaſure to repreſent to your 
—_ that this province continues more moderate than any to the 
fomhward;"yetgar the Tame time, truth requires me to ſuggeſt, that 
the;unionof the colonies in ſentiment is not divided nor loft in New- 
Hampſhire, although they have hitherto been prevailed upon to ab- 
Main from acts of general violence and „ and the Jaws have 
their coutſes How long it will remain ſo is impoſſible to foreſee ; | 


tonſeſs much good may not reaſonably be counted upon, while the 
unhappy diſtractions in the Maffachuſets Bay gain ground and ſpread 
with -fuch violence as cannot but be extremely deplored by every con- 
$53 et 
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. laſt, fifty tw yd voters reconſidered a vote of fifty. ſix voters in: 
Previous meeting, not grant the town moneys for a donation to 
Boſton; but that a voluntary ſubſcription be opened for that * 
b | po * 
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poſe. This leſſer number granted two hundred pounds proclama- 
tion money, Which is near four times their province tax. 

They alſo proceeded to chooſe a committee of forty-five perſopg, 
chiefly. out of the number then preſent, who ſtile themſelves, © 
Committee of Ways and Means.” I hear one half the number re- 
fuſed to act. The remainder convened together, and prevailed on 
Mr, Wentworth, an old gentleman of feventy-eight years, and lately 
extremely impaired by frequent epileptic fits, to be their chairman, 
General Gage having deſired me to furniſh ſome carpenters to build and 
prepare quarters for his majeſty's troops in Boſton, the carpenters 
there being withdrawn, and the ſervice much diſtreſſed ; I immedi- 
ately engaged and ſent him a party of able men, which arriyed to the ge- 
neral, and are very uſeful. However, this committee conſidered it as ve: 
ry obnoxious, and choſea ſub-committee from among their acting mem» 
bers, to draw up reſolves relative to this matter, which I am informed 
they did, and were accordingly publiſhed in theincloſed New Hampſhire 
Gazette, No. 940, which excited the deſigned madneſs through the in- 
terior parts of the province, and ſolely gave riſe to the proceedings: 
Rocheſter, as publiſhed. in the gazette, No. 942, herewith tranſ- 
mitted. Indeed, had not, the Rocheſter committee acted with great 
prudence, and conſented to call Mr. Auſtin before them, it is great 
to be apprehended very eſſential outrages would have been committe, 
on his eſtate, and his perſon endangered through the violence of a 
deluded populace. From theſe motives only were thoſe three gen- 
tlemen ia Rocheſter prevailed on to act in a buſineſs the whole of 
which they publicly. diſapproved, but had not power to ſuppreſs, 
During theſe agitations captain Holland, by defire of brigadier gę- 
neral Robinſon, had purchaſed ſome blankets for the army. 
committee forbad him to ſhip any, and he immediately ſept them 
to my houſe for ſafety, whence j directly ſhipped them for Boſton, 
and they are ſafely delivered. In the counties of Hillſborough and 
Cheſhire I have heard there have been ſeveral reprehenſible violeg 
committed, under popular pretences of liberty; hitherto there ha: 
been no complaints made to me; nevertheleſs I took ſuch meaſures, 
that, I am informed by the magiſtrates of thoſe counties, the diffi- 
culties begin to ſubſide. But F cannot flatter myſelf with any rea- 
ſonable hopes of the legal eſtabliſhment of the powers of government 
in this province, until they are effectually reſtored in the Maſſachu- 
ſets Bay, I have been ſucceſsful in prevailing on ſoldiers e 
from the king's troops at Boſton, to return to their duty, throug 
the ſpirited and prudent activity of major Thompſon, a militia officer 
of New Hampſhire, whoſe ae onen the general writes me, pro- 
miſes further ſucceſs, The town of Exeter have followed the 
example of Portſmouth, and granted one hundred pounds to Boſton, 


and I apprehead many other towns will do the like, 
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Extra? of a Letter from Governor Wentworth to the Earl of Dartmouth, 


dated New Hamꝑſbire, 2d December, 1774. 


[Received 12th January, 1775. 


8 forming a continental congreſs was ſo univerſally adopted 
by the other colonies, that it was impoſſible to prevent this 
province from joining therein, and accepting the meaſures recom- 
mended, which are received implicitly : fo great is the preſent delu- 
fion, that moſt people receive them as matters of obedience, not of 
conſiderate examination, whereon they may exerciſe their own judg- 
ment, Accordingly on their firſt publication the acting part of the 
committee mentioned in my diſpatch, No. 6g, forbid an exportation 
of fifty ſheep, the adventure of a ſhip-maſter, bound to the Weſt. 
Indies, and cauſed him at ſome loſs to diſpoſe of his ſheep, and un- 
lade the proviſion made for them. | 
This day the provincial committee nominated at Exeter by the 
electors of the Jelegates to the congreſs, have publiſhed their man- 
date, herewith incloſed, for a general ſubmiſſion to the reſolves of the 
"congreſs, ſigned by their chairman, who was ſpeaker in the late gene- 
ral aſſembly. 1 | | 

It is much to be wiſhed the colonies had purſued the mode of repre- 
fentation your Lordſhip is pleaſed to mention. At preſent, I appre- 
Bend, the reſpective aflemblies will embrace the firſt hour of their 
meeting formally to recognize all the proceedings of the congreſs, and 
If they ſhould ſuperadd, it will not-probably be leſs violent than the 
example which will be their foundation, 
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Extra? of a Letter from Lieutenant Governor Cullen to the Earl of Dart. 
—_F mouth, dated New York, 4th May, 1774. - 
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e Received 6th June.] 
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1 LOCKYER with the ſo long looked for tea from the 
| India company arrived at Sandy Hook on the 19th of laſt 


month. The ſhip came no farther up, and a ſew days after ſailed 


from thence again for London with the tea on board. Neither the 
Captain nor any other made the leaſt application to. me about the ſhip 
or her cargo, The account of this affair publiſhed in the incloſed 
news paper is as particular and full as any that I could procure, 


In the ſame paper your Lordſhip will find an account of ſome more 


violent proceedings againſt a parcel of tea imported by Captain Chatn- 
bers, of the ſhip London, who arrived here while Captain Lockyer 
Was in this place, As no application was made to me b — 
ee amber 
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Chambers, or any other before, or ſince this riotous event, I cannot 
give your Lordſhip a better account of it than is contained in the 
printed paper. : : | 
It happened early in the evening, and though a pretty large num- 
her of ſpectators were aſſembled, the quarter where I reſide and the 
greater part of the town was perfectly quiet, It is ſaid Captain Cham- 
bers drew the particular reſentment of the people upon himfelf by the 
Juplicity of his conduct. Laſt voyage he claimed applauſe here for 
being the firſt who refuſed to take the India company's tea on board 
is ſhip, and received public thanks from the -people of this place 
for it. | | | | 
A few days after Governor Tryon went from hence, a ſmall ſloop 
loaded with Dutch tea, duck, &c, was ſeized by an officer of the Cul- 
tom-Houſe. She was taken in this port at noon day, and ſecured wich- 
out any tumult on the occaſion, 1 


Extract of a Letter from Major General Haldimand to the Earl of Dari- 
mouth, dated New York, 15th May, 1774. - 
HE accounts received before the arrival of the packet as late as 
the 14th of April, had made known the plan of operation in- 
tended to bring Boſton to a ſenſe of order and decency, ſo that on the 
arrival of Lieutenant General Gage the inhabitants of that place will 
not be at a loſs what they are to expect if they will prove refractory; 
it is the opinion of many people here that they will acknowled 
fault, pay for it, and endeavour. to reinſtate. themſelves into his ma- 
jeſty's favour by a proper ſubmiſſion. I wiſh it may be the caſe, as 
there is no knowing how far the factious ſpirit of a few leading men 
may Carry an inconliderite multitude, who have imbibed the moſt ro- 
mantic notions of independance and liberty, and there will not fail to 
be ſuch papers propagated amongſt them in order to ſpirit them up. 
The act of parliament relative to the port of Boſton is already reprinted 
here with ſuch repreſentations as may poſſibly anſwer that end. I 
take the liberty to incloſe to your Lordſhip one of thoſe papers handed 
about this town gratis. | * 


”P . 


Extract of a Letter from Major General Haldimand to the Earl of Darts 
mouth, dated New York, 1/t Tune, 1774. | 


Think it my duty to acquaint your Lordſhip with the apparent 
effect, which the late vigorous meaſures adopted by the parliament 
of Great- Britain have made on the minds of the people of this coun- 


try; the few who entertained more loyal and liberal ideas of govern- 
ment, are now induced and encouraged to ſpeak their minds with more 
freedom, and fear not to diſapprove the raſh proceedings of their 

* counttymen, 
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countrymen, blindly led by a few hot-headed and deſigning men; thi 
has' a ſo far a0 dooney the effect 61 the reſolutio 
* urged by a number of violent enthufiaſts to ſhut up their port 
themſclves both here and at Philadelphia, and to decline any impor: 
tation from Great Britain and Ireland, or exportation to any of thy 
6 rey iflands, until the act againſt the town of Boſton ſhould 
repeated, . | 

* The more timid amongſt them, aQuated by ſelf-intereſt and com. 
= prudence, have joined the few who dared to ſtand forth againf 

ch outrageous and illegal combinations z in conſequence of which 
the 'meafure was rejected ; but it is to be feared that the fire is only 
ſmathered at preſent, and might break out a-new unleſs the meaſure; 
Kid to be adopted ſubſequent to the Boſton port bill ſhould prove ſuf- 
» ficient to reftore the good order and harmony, ſo eſſential to Britaig 
and her colonies, to affure the dependance of the latter on the kingdom 
Great Britain, and in time remove the prejudices now ſubſiſ. 


mg. 4 
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Extradt of a Litter from Lieutenant Governor Colden io the Earl of Dart 
muouib, dated New York, „ June, 1774. | 


[Received 4th Fuh.] 


THE at of parliament ſhutting up the port of Boſton was brought 
do this mou by a merchant veſſel a few days before I received 
* from your Lordſhip's office, 

The ad was immediately publiſhed in all our news-papers, and 
was the ſubje& of all converſation, I knew that people univerſal) 
In this colony had received ſuch ideas of being taxed at the pleaſure d 
Parliament, that I was particularly anxious upon this occaſion to dil- 
'cover the ſentiments of thoſe who might have moſt influence over 
'others, and was aſſured by the gentlemen of the council, and others 
of weight in the city, that no means would be omitted to prevent the 
Not- headed people taking any meaſures that might endanger the peace 
und quiet of the colony. 

The men who at that time called themſelves the committee, who 
diftated, and acted in the name of the people, were many of them d 
the lawer rank, and all the warmef} zealots of thoſe called the ſons 
Vf liberty, The more conſiderable merchants and citizens ſeldom of 
never appeared among them ; but I believe were not diſpleaſed with 
the clamour and oppoſition that was ſhewn againſt internal taxation 
by parliament. | | | 
Tae principal inhabitants being now afraid that theſe hot-headed 
men might run the city into dangerous meaſures, appeared in à con- 
\ KHderabie body at the firſt meeting of the people after the Boſton poſit 

aQ was publiſhed here. They diflolyed the former committee, a 
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inted a new dne of fifty- one perſons, in which care was taken to 
Ne number of the by mee. and conſiderate people of the place, 
ſome of them have not before joined the public proceedings of the op 
pofition, and were induced to appear in what they are ſenſible is an il- 


legal character, from a conſideration that if they did not the buſinefs 


would be left in the ſame raſh hands as before. * 
Letters had been received from Boſton with an invitation from that 


- coon to the ſiſter colonies, immediately to come into a reſolution to 
it WW refrain from any commerce with Great-Britain and the Weſt-India 
b WW iſlands, till the act for ſhutting up the port of Boſton was repealed. 
y 


A printed hand- bill of this propoſal is incloſed. * 

| 1 am informed that the new committee in their anſwer to Boſton, 
have given them no reafon to expect that the merchants of this place 
will adopt ſo extravagant a meaſure, and people with whom I con- 
verſe aſſure me, that they think it cannot be brought aboat by the 
moſt zeatous advocates of oppoſition. As yet no reſolutions have been 
taken by the people of this colony, and the cool prudent men will 
endeavour to keep meaſures in ſuſpenſe till they have an opportunity 
of adopting the beſt. I am told they haye propoſed that the colonies 
be invited to ſend deputies to meet together, in order to petition the 

king for redreſs of grievances, and deliberate upon ſome plan where 

the jealouſies between Great-Britain and her colonies may be remov 

It is allowed by the intelligent among them, that theſe afſemblies of 
the people without authority of goverment are illegal, and may be 
dangerous, but they deny that they are unconſtitutional when à Ha- 

tonal grievance cannot otherwife be removed. What reſolutions 
will be taken I cannot yet ſay. The government of this province has 
no-coercive-power over theſe aſſemblies of the people, but the autho- 
rity of the magiſtrates in all other caſes is ſubmitted to as uſu al. 
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Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Governor Colden to the Earl of Dar- 
4 dated New York, 6th Fuly, 1774. 9% 


the 
100 ¶ Received 17th Auguft.] 
» N my letter of Jane 1ft; J informed your lordſhip, chat the Ps 


of this city had choſen'a committee of fifty-one perſons to correſ- 
pond with the ſiſter colonies, on the preſent political affairs; that 
many of this committee were of the moft conſiderable merchants, and 
men of cool tempers, who would endeavour to avoid all extravagant 
and dangerous meaſures. They have had a continual ſtruggle With 
thoſe of a different diſpoſition, and having for ſeveral weeks fuccerd- 


ded I ed in ſuſpending any reſolutions, I was in hopes they would have 
b. Maintained the only conduct which can excuſe them. But accounts 
2 repeatedly coming to hand from different parts of the continent, of the 


appointment of -deputics to meet in a general congreſs, this meaſure 
A | 12 
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ſo ſtrenuouſly puſhed, that it was carried in the committee of 
y-one on Monday laſt, and five perſons were named for the depu. 
ties from this province; the perſons named are, James Duane, and 
ohn Jay, two eminent lawyers, Iſaac Low, Philip Livingſton, and 
ohn Alſop, merchants. I am told a violent effort was made in the 
committee to have John Scott, an eminent lawyer, and Alexander WF 
M*Dougle, named in place of Jay, and Alſop; it is ſaid the people 
are to be invited to meet on Thurſday, to approve of the deputies 
named by the committee. Theſe tranſactions are dangerous, my lord, 
and illegal, but by what means ſhall government prevent them ? An 
attempt by the power of the civil magiſtrate would only ſhew their 
ſs, and it is not eaſy to ſay upon what foundation a military 

aid ſhould be called in, ſuch a meaſure would involve us in troubles, WF 
which it is thought much more prudent to avoid; and to ſhun all 
extremes, while it is yet poſſible, things may take a favourable turn, 
The purpoſe of the congreſs, it is ſaid, is to petition for a redreſs of {iſt 
* grievances, and to ker of a plan for ſettling the controverſy with 
Great Britain. But no inſtructions for the deputics have yet appeared ' 
that I know of. | | ; 
_ The preſent political zeal and phrenzy is almoſt entirely confined 


to the city of New York, the people in the counties are no ways dil. - 
poſed to become active, or to bear any part in what is propoſed by os 
the citizens, I am told all the counties but one, have declined aa {iſF® 
invitation ſent to them from New York, to appoint committees of iſ 
correſpondence. This, province is every where, my lord, except in - 


the city of New York, perfectly quiet and in good order, and in New 
York a much greater freedom of ſpeech prevails now than has done 
Heretofore.. An oppoſition has been declared to the vile practice of 7 
exhibiting effigies, which I hope will prevent it for the future. 


Extras of a Letter from Lieutenant Governor Colden to the Earl of Dart 
3 mouth, dated New York, 2d Auguſt, 1774. - 


[Received 7th September.) 


| 1 N my letter No. three, I fubmitted to your lordſhip. my opimnios te. 
J that government here cannot prevent the frequent meetings of th fo 
people, -which have become common every where; and 1 am nov ne 
convinced, that if government had interfered, the moſt violent mes th 
would have gained great advantage, and would have prevented the ail ki 
2 is the nomination of moderate men, which has now taken tue 
place meet at the general congreſs of deputies from all the colonie an 
Aae to be held at Philadelphia next montb., _ po 
. The meeting of the delegates, I am of opinion cannot be pi the 
vented, if they purſue only ſuch prudent meaſures as are calculate | 


to remove the deſtructive diſſentions which ſubſiſt ne 
v .- 7 LM | ritdi 
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Zritaio and her colonies, the meeting though illegal, it may be 
hoped, will produce ſome goods. 
Gteat pains have bern taten in the ſeveral counties of this province 
o induce the people to enter into reſolves, and to ſend committees to 
din the city committee, but they have only prevailed in Suffolk 
county, in the eaſt end of Long Iſland, whieh was ſettled from Com- 
ecticut, and the inhabitants ftill- retain great ſimilarity of manners 
and fenvicents; - fff re dr ag 07 709 4 4924 0478 
From a view of the numerous reſolves of the people in all the co- 
lonies, which appear in evety news- paper, your lordſhip might be 
led to think a ſtupid fatal hardineſs intoxicated the whole. Bur there 
are every where many people who are ſeriouſſy alarmed at the critical 
poſture of the contention between Great Britain and ther colonies; 
they look forward with the geepeſt anxiety, and would rejoice in any 
prudent plan for reſtoring harmony and ſecurity. Could it be thought 
confifteat with the wiſdom of parliament: to lay afide the right of 
raiſing money on the ſubjedts in America, and in lieu thereof, that 
the ſeveral American affemblies ſhould grant and ſecure to the crown 
a ſufficient and permanent ſupply to pay all the officers and ordinary 
expences of government, they are of opinion this would be a ground- - 
work upon which a happy reconciliation might be effected; the de- 
pendance of the colonies on Great Britain ſecured, government main. 
tained, and this deſtructive conteſt amicably terminated. For this 
purpoſe they hope an addreſs to his majeſty will be formed at the 
general congreſs. — "0Þ | | 8 


Ertract of a Litter from Lieutenant Governor Colden io the Earlof D, 
| mouth, dated New York, 7th September, 1774. | 


{Received 1 1th Octuber.] 
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T HE. deſtrution of captain Chambers's tea was ſo unexpected 
and ſudden, that no meaſures could be previouſly thought of to 
ptevent it. 8 0 | At 7 25 97 j 
Aiterwards the gentlemen of property and principal merchants at- 
tended the meetings of the populace, when called together by their 
former demagogues, who thereby bave loft their influence, and are 
neglected. The populace-are now directed by men of different prin- 
ciples, and who have much at fake. ' Many papers have been pub- 
lithed-in this city to expoſe the meaſures which had been propoſed by 
the former demagogues in oppoſition to government. Men ji6 C4 
and publiſh ſentiments in favour of government, and argue the. 
political ſubjects of the times, with much greater freedom and Tecutity 
nan has been known here for ſome years paſt,” which I bope ig f ſign 
that the licentioùs ſpirit which = governed the people to their great 
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om furniſhing the army and tranſports with any thing whatever. 
heſe manceuvres occaſioned ſome buſtle among the people for a 
r0- iv days, and obliged the committee of fifty-one to defire a — 
ent r the inhabitants on Friday laſt, when a large body of the princip 
cople and merchants appeared, and. declared, that thoſe who had 
aken upon them to threaten the merchants bad acted without any 
en achority from the public, and that they highly diſapproved of their 
onduct, which has once more filenced the turbulent factious few, 
un- no are never eaſy when the people are quiet and orderly. The 
| nerchants now go on compleating their orders without farther in- 
Jay uption. | | a rat: 
It is my duty to give your lordſhip the beſt information I am able 
ff the diſpoſition of the people of this province, With this view 
ention the moſt material tranſactions among them, It is extremely 
I: ficult at ſuch times to give an opinion of what may happen. The 
oft trifling unforeſeen incident may produce the greateſt events! 1 
ave already ſaid, my lord, that I am well aſſured almoſt the whole 
nhabitants in the counties wiſh for moderate meaſures; they think 
he diſpute with Great Britain is carried far enough, and abhor the 
houghts of puſhing it to deſperate lengths. In the city a large ma- 
ority of the people wiſh that a non-importation agreement may not 
be propoſed, and were very much ſurprized on finding that ſuch a 
nezſure would probably be reſolved on by the congreſs. I have ſome 
hopes that our merchants will avoid a non-importation agreement; 
cih ven if propoſed by the congreſs. I am certain a majority of the moſt 


f onſiderable are convinced it is a wrong meaſure, and wiſh not to 
: ome into it, but whether they will have reſolution enough to op» 
ig oſe the ſentiments of all the other colonies, can only be known 


rel hen they are put to the trial. SIE 

The ſpeeches in parliament, and other inflammatory papers pub- 
Jiſhed in London, and reprinted in America, make the worſt im- 
preſſion on the minds of the people. They are oppoſed" in this plade 
by publiſhing more papers in favour of adminiſtration, and agaiaſt 
ore meaſures which muſt be offenſive to parliament, than in all the other 
1m colonies put together, 1 10-15 F 1G N04 24 7727 07 732388 
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Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant Governor Colden to the Earl of Dart= 
"ay '' mbuth, dated New York, 24 November, 1774. 
us | [Revived rb December) 
HE congreſs at Philadelphia broke up laſt week. They have 
bubliſhed an extract of their proceedings, of which I ice 
your. lordſhip'a copy. It was received in this place only two days 
ago, fo that there has not been time to diſeoveti the general ſentimonts 
of. the people upon it, It is certain, that the meaſures of the con- 
As M 2 greiy 
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greſs de not meet with rapid applauſe there, but che 
Nople aven in the city, appear to be rather Ane. 1 
ave, ſo far, as I can diſcover, averſe to all violent irritating 
measures. The merchants ſeem to 17 5 the non: importation al 
fociation, and if I am not very much deceived, the a will na 
bear the non- exportation; but at preſent it is impo ta ſay with 
ecrtainty what ſteps the people will take in conſequence of what ha 
been adviſed and termined dy the congrels, . 
„1 think I may continue to aſſure your lordſhip, chat * 
Jority in this province are very far from approving gf the eech 
and dangerous meaſutes of the New England governments, that they 
abhor che thoughts of a civil war, and deſire nothing ſa much as u 
* an end put to this unhappy diſpute with the mother country. 
Our aflembly have not met for ſome years paſt till after the Chriſt 
* een | ” Before: that Signs, will endeavour 2 learn, ene 
expect that they will propoſe conciliatory meaſutes. 
5 KS 276 8 has happened in this Place face my laſt letters 
Nur lordihip. The merchants are at preſent endearouring to {if 
out each others ſentiments. upon the aſſociation propoſed b y the con: 
© grels; @ certain ſign, I take it, that they wiſh to avoid it. Abou 
eighty artificers went from hence with general Haldimand to work 
en che barracks there; and laſt, week iron pots and ſtores were ſhipped 
For the uſe of the e at ue r an attempt being made 
Ln OK it. 1 14 


| wy — Alis 


Le of a lig from Tame — calas to ale Earl of Dan 
47 mouth, dated New Yorks 71h Dacemler, 1774 


Liu 6th January, 1775. J 


T OTWITSTANDING the buſineſs which at this. time ag. 
; tates America, is ſuch, that we continually expect ſome event 
| of great importance, what has occurred in this province ſince nj 
letter a8 your lordſhip of the 2d of November, has not been ves 
materia 
The firſt thing done here in conſequence of the reſolutions of i 


N Was the diſfolution of the committee of frfty- one, in ord! 
to chuſe 


a ne committee to carry the meaſures of the 3 int 


effect, a day was appointed by wa e for chuſing ſixty pet 


_ fons to form this ne N Committee, A] 
-About thirty or forty citizens 5ppeared at the election, and chok 


508 bxey; perſous, WhO had been previouſly. named by che former com: 


Sie; I das a othetwiſe, my lord, account for the very ſal 

amber of people bo appeared; on this occaſion, than by (upp 

n dhe meaſures af ;tha.congreſe ace generally direlithed, +; 1 , 
2.903 1G 05 Ws an: 15 A % 1 A ados 54981 wy” 
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1h TR 
the The non-importation aſſociation affects the ſmugglers as well as 
the fair traders, No tea is to be imported from any part of the world, 


after the firſt day of this month. 


0 | i 2 | 
1 The ſmugglers expect large quantities of Dutch tea, and infift 
za that it ſhall be exempted from the effect of the aſſociation; others 
ith WY declare, that the fair traders ſhall not be the only ſufferers. It ig a 


diſpute which I think may very probably defeat the aſfociatios. 
Several veſlels are daily expected here with goods from England, and 
lam told ten or twelve at Philadelphia, It is however Rocko to 


nas 

WY 1cfie& wy lord, that ſmuggling is ſuch a buſineſs among us, as to be 
ee RY publickly eſpouſed by numbers, and more ſtrenuouſly advocated than 
u the legal trade. | + Sis | 


In the preſent committee of this place there are ſeveral gentlemęn 
of property, and who are eſteemed to favou moderate ang, coucitias 
tory meaſures. I was ſurprized. to find ſuch men joining with the 
committee whoſe deſign is to execute the plan of the pet 5 0 
haye at length diſcovered. that they act with a view to prptect t. 
city from: the ravages of the mob. For this purpoſe they 18 IT 
are obliged at 2 to ſuppott. the meaſures of the congreis, the 
if they 950 not, the moſt Aria men among us would take the 


a lead; ad under pretence of executing the dictates of the congreſs, 
„e would inuvbcyiately. throw the city into the mioſt perilous fituation. 
WF. 1 bat however gonſiderable the numbers may be who diſapprove of 


violent riotous meaſures, yet the ſpirit of mobbing is ſo much abroad, 
it is in the-pywer af a {ew people at any time to raiſe a mob; an 
that ts zeitlcmuen and men of property will not turn out to ſup- 
pre & them. | : | 1237 | 

1 'ea1, my lord, there is too much truth in this repreſentation. It 
35 a cadful tuation, if we are not reſcued from it by the wiſdotm 
and 11,210 of parliament, the colonies muſt ſobn fall into diſtrac- 
tio, aud every calamity annexed to a total annihilation of goveru- 


91 meg. 23 mY” Fre 7. 
ent [uv aſſembly of this province ſtand prorogued to the 19th day bf 
m Janua Y, and by the advicg of the council ſummonſes are iſſued foc- 
ec £2 10 meet on that day. * | ? 


May people think there is a probability that they will go upan 
cuncilatory. meaſures, and propoſe ſametbing that may be.counte- 
nanced by adminiſtration. The event is urtcertain, but on fuch or- 
cation» | think every thing is to be tried that may poſſibly avert the ca- 
lacity which hangs over this country, I. do not apprehend. therg is 
any danger that the aſſembly will make matters worſe than they are; 

dereral pieces have been publiſhed here expoſing the extravagant 
and dangerous proceedings of the congreſs, and adviſing the people. 
to rely on the aſſembly, that they will take the molt reaſogable and 
Conſtitutional -meags,of reſtoring peace and. harmony between YT" 


Britain and this province. 


— * 
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red of a from Governor Franklin o the Earl of Dartmouth, : 
en dated Burlington, 31/7 May, 1 5 


his majeſty's meſſage to both houſes of parliament relative to the i. 

> diſturbances in America; their reſolution thereupon, and the at n 
of parliament reſpecting the port of Boſton. The latter has been j 
publiſhed in the uſual manner, though the people in this colony are ih | 
t 8 in carrying on any commerce with the province dt 
Maflachuſets Day. is ach n 
colt as yet to foreſee what will be the conſequence of the . 
ofton port act; it ſeems as if the merchants of Philadelphia and Wi t: 
ſew York, at their late meetings, were inclined to aſſiſt or co-ope- ¶ b 
ate with thoſe of Boſton in fome degree, but not to carry matters fo Wi p 
ſag. a8 to. enter into 123 non-importation and exportation agree- i : 
' ment, 25, Was propoſed to them by the town of Boſton ; however, II. 
lere it way be depended upon, that many of the merchants, on U 
enten that a non-importation agreement (ſo far as reſpech 
from Great Britain) will be certainly entered into by next autumn, Wi C 
have ordered a much four quantity of goods than common to be 
out by the next fall ſhips from England. * 
A r of the ſeveral houſes of aſſembly has been 
- propoſed, in order to agree upon ſome meaſures on the pteſent ocea- 

u; but. whether this expedient will take place is as yet uncer- 
ain, The Virginia aſſembly ſome time ago appointed a committee 
'of correſpondence, to correſpond with all the other aſſemblies on the 
_continent, which example has been followed by every other houſe d 
repreſentatives; I was in hopes that the aſſembly of this province 
eld not have gone into the meaſure ;. for though they met on the 
_ "20th of November yet they avoided taking the matter into conſide- 
ion, though frequently urged by ſome of the members, until the 
er: and then I believe they would not have gone into it, 
ee 


e 


that the aſſembly of New York had juſt before reſolved to ap- 
- point ſuch 2 committee, and they did not chuſe to appear ſingular, 
| "EP 2633) 43S v4 ale Nn 5 1 6 * 
e of @ Litter from Governor” Frantlin to the Earl of Dartmouth 
PRI A FE from Gov ro 5 art of I, 
e dated Burlington, abi Tune, 1774. 
tee 12th fur. 
„ 3 1 
1 Have jult received à copy of ſome reſolves entered into at a meet 
ing of a number of frecholders and inhabitants of the county d 
, in this province, on Saturday laſt, which I thick it my * 


e. rere. 8 2 


— 
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to tranſmit to your lordſhip. The meeting was oocaſioned it ſeems 
by an advertiſement, requeſting the attendance of the inhabitants an 
that day, and publiſhed in one of the New York papers, and ſigned 
by two gentlemen of the law who reſide in that county. I have 
likewiſe had an application made to me by ſome of the members of 
the houſe of repreſentatives, to call a — of the general aſſembly 
in Auguſt next, with which I have not, nor ſhall not comply, as there 
is no public buſineſs of the province which can make ſuch, a meetigg 
neceſſary. It ſeems now determined by ſeveral of the leading men 
in moſt, if not all the counties in this province, to endeayour to fol- 
low the example of the freeholders in Eſſex. Meetings of this na- 
ture there are no means of preventing, where the chiet part of the 
inhabitants incline to attend them. I as yet doubt, however, whe- 
ther they will agree to the general non- importation from Great Bri- 
tain, which has been recommended. Their principal aim ſeems 40 
be to bring about a congreſs of deputies from all the colonies, 38 
propoſed by Virginia; and that that congreſs ſhould not only apply 
to his majeſty for the repeal of the Boſton port act, but endeavout to 
fall upon meaſures for accommodating the preſent differences between 
the two countries, and preventing the like in future. 


a Letter from Deputy Governor Penn to the Earl of Dartmauth, 
ee tu Philadelphia, 31/4 May, 1774. * 144 
My Lord, AY al .Q : 
I Take the opportunity of the packet to acquaint your .lordſhip, 
that as ſoon as the people of Boſton knew of the late act of par- 
liament for ſhutting up that port, an expreſs was diſpatched from 
thence with the intelligence to this city, with a propoſal. to concur 
with them in putting a total ſtop to the importing or exporting any 
kind of goods whatſoever, until the above act ſhould be repealed. 

In conſequence of this, a conſiderable number of merchants and 
others had a meeting, at a tavern in this city, where I underſtand the 
matter was taken into conſideration and debated. The only reſolu- 
tion that I can learn they came into was to prefer a petition to me, 
to convene-the aſſembly on the occaſion, and Lam told a petition, has 
been framed far that purpoſe, and is now banded about the town to be 
ſigned, and will be preſented to me in a few days. Should ſo affrontive 
Tue be really made to me, your lordſhip may be aſſured I 

] treat it as it deſerves, I have however been informed, that the 
movers of this extraordinary meaſure, had not the moſt diſtant ex- 
pectation of ſucceeding in it, but that their real ſcheme was to gain 
time by it, to ſee hat part the other colonies will take in ſo critical 
eee 1 iopmnar nt | 2:54 pottid 

Should any further ſteps be taken here. that may be worthy your 
* inſormation, I ſhall not fail immediately to communicate 
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Sgt | *Y 124 
cid Live denen bende 12th bee baff ol 
72 my . of why 378 6 May, I bad the honour eviidfagm yout 
Kation, that a petition would be preſented u 
ing il y. have ſince received ſuch a petition, and 
Jenin tranſmit you a copy of it, as ao of my anſwer. In conſe. 
Vence of my refuſal to call the aſſembly, there was a general-meet. 
ofthe people of this city and county, which, I am informet, 
* not ſo full as might have been expected on ſuch an occaſion, 
beit preceedings T am only acquainted wirh by che news paper, 
ent oF which I ſend your lordſhip, which contains the tranſaction 
of ce Gay. The general temper of the people, as well here as i, 
(ether parts of America is very warm. They look upon the chaſtice. 
ment of Boſton to be purpoſely rigorous, and held up by way of ini. 
mnidation to all America; and, in ſhort, that Boſton is ſuffering it 
| the common cauſe. Their delinquency in deſtroying the Eaſt Indi 
. company's tea, js loſt in the attention given to what is here calle 
rte 400 puniſhment of ſhutting up the port, altering-the con. 
Kitution, and making an act, ay they term it, - ſcreening the officen 


and ſoldiers for ſhedding American blood. The plan which ſeem 


436 beuniverſally-adopted, is the-procuring a general congreſs, in orde 
"aa nes the right, and repreſent- the — of America to the 
"yore ; -and to upon ſuch meaſures as may be thought mol 
i es relieve Bolten, and reſtore n Great Brit 
— — 8 Iced of is che non-impor dal 
res talked of is the non-i ration an oc 
"up ion from and to England. ''Seme-are/for making it general 
ether for limiting it, but all for aſſociating againſt the uſe d 
; | Tadia goods of every kind, except ſalt-petre and - ſpices. -- Inthe 
men time, as great numbers of people will be reduced to abſolut 
Julligence for want of their uſual employment, — —— 
8 of America, for their relief, - 
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hy "My Lord, i 7 40 ö 26944 

112 Beg = now to mist — lordſhip, that a meeting 
= ties from the ſeveral counties of this province was - held il 

| egy on the 73th of this month, to conſider of the moſt prope 
| - meaſures to be taken in the preſent differences between Great Britai 
a, he Wees Abe principal buſineſs done at this cvnventis 


= 
1 


| Baits 2 
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s forming a ſet of reſolves, and ons to 


ing a draught of inſtructi 
eir repreſentatives, which they laid before the aſſembly, and imme- 
ately afterwards publiſhed them. I herewith ſend your lordſhip 
e news paper containing thoſe reſolves and inſtructions, as alſo the 
ſolutions of the aſſembly thereupon, by which your lordſhip will 
rceive, that the ſteps taken by the aſſembly are rather a check than 
n encouragement to the proceedings of the. committee, and this 1 
ras well aſſured would be the caſe. rota 4515 
I am with great reſpect, ce. 
\..* JOHN PENN. 
tract of a Letter from Deputy Governor Penn to the Earl of *Dart« 
mouth, dated Philadelphia, 5th September, 1774. 
Dn | # Received 11th Oftober.] | b 
N my ſeveral letters of the 31ſt May and 4th July, I your 
Loraſhip an account of 3 d ace of . people 
America, with reſpect to the ſeveral Boſton acts of parliament, and 
the meaſures which I then underſtood were intended to be purſued, 
nd I am now to inform your Lordſhip that deputies from the colo- 
ies of Maſſachuſet's Bay, New Hampſhire, Rhode Iſland, Connec- 


n-cut, New York, New Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three lower coun- 
0es, — — Virginia, and South Carolina, have met by appoint- 
— nent in this city, as the moſt central place, and aſſembled this morgs 


vg for the firſt time in general congreſs, as it is called, to conſult on 
ie proper means of obtaining relief from hardſhips which = ſuppoſe 
de entailed on the colonies by thoſe acts of parliament. - It is faidy 
at deputies are alſo expected from the colonies of North Carolina 
| Georgia, but they have not yet made their appearance. 
It is impoſſible to ſay what the reſult of their deliberations — de, 
t I call not fail to inform your lordſhip of them by the very firſt og- 
ortunity that offers after they are known. I think it, — 
diſpenſible duty to his majeſty to acquaint your lordſhip, that, from 
ie beſt intelligence I have able to procure, the reſolution of op- 
ling the Boſton acts, and the parliamentary power of raiſing taxes in 
merica for the purpoſe of a revenue, is in a great meaſure-univerſal 
roughout the colonies, and poſſeſſes all ranks and conditions of peo · 
le, They perſuade themſelves there is à formed deſign to enflave 
Lmerica, and the act for regulating the government of Canada does 
ot immediately affect the other-provinces ; it is nevertheleſs held up 
an irrefragable argument of that intention. General, however, as 
ie reſolution is to oppoſe, there is great diverſity of opinions as to 
roper modes of oppoſition, Some are ſaid to be for remonſtrance 
one upon a ftate of grievances and claims. Others ate for a general, 
others again for a partial non-exportation and non-importation, 
i bout any remonſtrance. This perhaps may be the ſource bk 
tian which will not be eaſily 4 ö ; a We oa 
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292952 uty Governor Penn to the Earl ef Da 
Ny 5 L. s iadeiphie, 3d Ober. 1774. 


Ace I 1 to write to your Lordſhip on (the 6th 
left month, the congreſs of deputies from the ſeveral colonies ha 
| conithived faring i in thiscity ; bur as they have agreed to keep all the 
proceedings ſecret, I have it not as yet in my power to tranfmit t 
your Lordſhip any account thereof, except what they themſelves hi 
publiſhed in the news- papers, which is comprized in three reſohe 
One of them is a requeſt to the merchants in the ſeveral colonies u 
- to ſend any orders to Great-Britain for s, and to direct the 
- Eution of all orders already ſent to be ſuſpended, until the ſenſe of tt 
"Eongre(s on the means to be taken for the preſervation of the liberti 
of America” be made public. Ihe other two are expreſſive of the 
feelings for the ſufferings of the people of Maſſachuſet's Bay; the 
5 ion of: a ſet of reſolves entered into by the delegates of 
-egunty. of Suffolk in that province, and their opinion that the ct 
115 75 from all the colonies for ſupplying the neceſſities of the pe 
Boſton, ought to be continued as long as their occaſions m 
We But as theſe reſolves, as well as thoſe of the county of d 
| are [inſerted àt large in the public papers, I beg leave | 
C| ale: two of the. papets. which contain them, and as ſoon: as. a 
further tranſactions of the congrelg. are made known, I {hall not 
1 js commences tm to "or Uhip by the firſt opportunity. 
che: bee I have. the honour 40. be, { 


JOHN PENN, 
0 f 5 Later. ftbm 


> Door Or of \ Penfylvama tu the Eu 
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Auen wy 1 | 


r — aint your lordſhip hav he compte of u 
n Icgates: from the — — difftolred themſelves web 
; und haue juſt ꝓubliſbed the principal part of their x 
inge I therefore” take the earlieſt opportunity of tranſmitting | 
Kerewith two printed copies of them; and I am informed, that; d 
Der what is contained in theſe, extracts, they have framed: a perit 
torhis majeſty, but not having bad the leaſt connection or intercor 
© _ with-any of the members of the-congrefs, I am entirely -unacquaiol 
with its contents, or with any other part of their tranfactions hic 
they have e fit bon make Ns 1. am, & e. | 
| 3 a JOHN PENN. 
age oh Deputy Givirnor 3 to the Zu 

dated Phobia, 4th November, 1774. 
2 TRectived 17th December. 
Tis b "ie FN of your lordſhip's letter, N.. 6, of the 7th 
ptember, before the receipt of which 1 wrote you by the pack 
85 — you a — 2 — of the proceeding 
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the late congreſs of American deputies of this place. What ten- 
ney the meaſures they have taken may have to compoſe the unbappy | 
Ferences between the mother country and its colonies, is a queſtion 
ich occaſions a variety of opinion. I can only wiſh their tranſae- 
ns may not be viewed in ſuch a light as to retard that union which 
good men anxiouſly deſire may be ſpeedily eſtabliſhed. d. 


py of a Letter from tbe . Governor of Penſylvania to the Earl of 
- 1 dated Philadelphia, 6th December, 17744. 

rd, +; | 4 5 
INC E my laſt letter dated, dated the 4th of November, no public 
) occurrence has happened within my government, except that in 
rſuance of the recommendation of the congreſs, the inhabitants of 

city and county of Philadelphia, and ſome other counties of this 
ovince, have appointed committees to obſerve the conduct of all 
rſons within their reſpective diſtrifts, touching the aſſociation en 

red into by the congreſs, and to ſee that the ſame be not violated. 

Whenever any thing material cecurs, I ſhall take care to commu» 
cate the ſame to your lordſhip by the firſt opportunity. x T7 

| -  L have the honour to be with great reſpect, &c.. _ 

| #5 4 JOHN PENN. 


„ Laier from the Earl of Dunmore to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
| $ 2 dated Williamſburg, 29th May, 1774. . 


_” * 
HE general aſſembly of this colony met here on the 6th of Ma 
for diſpatch of the neceſſary buſineſs, and a few days after 
count arrived in this country of the act of parliament paſſed for diſ- 
dntinuing the ſhipping or diſcharging goods in the harbour of Boſton, 
hich has induced the Houſe of Burgeſſes again, on this occaſion, to 
lace hat they are fond of having it thought, always originates with 
n a determined reſolution to deny and oppoſe” the authority of 
prliament, - Accordingly Robert Carter Nicholas, the treaſurer" of 
is colony, made a motion for the order, which paſſed, and which I 
rewith tranſmit to-your lordſhip. 9 I a 
It was intended by the ſolemnity of a public faſting and praying 
prepare the minds of the people to receive other reſolutions of the 
' ſe, the purport of which I am not informed of, but from ſuch a 
ginning may naturally be concluded could tend only to inflame'the 
hole country, and inſtigate the people to acts that might rouſe tha 
digaation of the mother country againſt them; in therefore of 
reventing the progreſs of theſs U effects by the only means in my 
ower, which J fear will not be effectual, I have with the unanimous 
onſent of the council diſſolved the aſſembly, and I have determined 
ot to iſſue new writs until I bear from your lordſhip, and am inform- 
8 whether his majeſty ſhall think it neceſſary to give me any com- 
= in reſpect to this Sy part of the legiſlature of Virgi= 
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- Ibere heard from many of the difſolyed members, and I hope it 
is true, that the houſe in general in the haſty manner the meaſun 

was propoſed and agreed ta, did not advert to the whole force of the 

terms in which the order I tranſmit is conceived, and that if it had, i 

is believed. a Arong oppoſition would have been made to it, and pro- 

bably that it might have met a different fate, I am, &c, 

e n 3:0 i . - DUNMORE, 


. Copy of 4 Letter from the Earl of Dunnwve te the Earl of Dartmout, ; 
. . dated Williamſburg, 6th June, 1774. | t 
| t 
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| [Received 11th July.) 


MINCE the diſſolution of the aſſembly of Virginia, but before al 

che members of the Houſe of Burgeſſes had quitted this city, then 
arrived an expreſs diſpatched. from Boſton to-the committee of corre- 
ſpondence here ; as I learn, has likewiſe been done to all the other 

._colanies, to excite and encourage the whole to ſhut up the courts d 
Juſtice againſt. all Engliſh creditors, to join in a general afociation 
againft the importing any Britiſh manufactories, or even exporting au 
of their own produce to Great-Britaing. and propoſing a congrels d 
deputies from all the colonics forthwith. 

I am really unable to ſuggeſt to your lordſhip to what lengths the 
people of this colony will be induced to proceed, further than what 
they have already made manifeſt by the order of the Houſe of Bu. 

and ſubſequent aſſociation, the copies of which J have already 
#anfmitted to your lordſhip; but the part of the late burgeſſes n. 
Saziving in town at the arrival of the Boſton meſſenger, having taker 
themſelves to receive his diſpatches and to enter into a conlide- 
tation of their contents, and then to ſummon the inhabitants all abon 
the age of twenty-one to appear-at an hour they chooſe to appoint, 
and to- propoſe to them to agree to all thoſe violent meaſures abort 
mentioned, which that they may be more ſolemnly entered into and 
moe generally adopted, they have deferred the execution of to a fut 
ther gonſideration on the fark day of Auguſt next, when all the mem. 
bers that compoſed the late houſe of burgeſſes are required to attend; 
. theſe circumſtances give ioo much cauſe to apprebend, that the pri- 
dent views, and the regard to juſtice and equity as well as loyalty al 
affection, which is publickly deelared by many of the families of diſtigc 
tion here, will avail little againſt the turbulence and prejudice which 
pPrevails troughout the country 3 it is, however, at preſent quiet. 
Ia ide order of the houſe of burgeſſes, which I beſore tranſmittch 
your Jordſhip will obſerve, that the Rey. Mr. Gwatkin, who was i 
prolęſſor of mathematicks and natural philoſophy in this college, 2. 
is nm the principal maſter of the grammar ſchool, and . who is of 1 
- malt. exemplary good charaRter--and great literary abilities, is 4. 
4 to preach the ſerman.on that occaſion ; in juſtice, to whid 
* gentleman, I think it negefſary to let your lordſhip know, that du 
dae Was made uſe of entirely without bis knowledge, and thay! 
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civilly, but with firmneſs declined being employed for ſuch 2 purpoſe, 
and Toe proved no little — to the party who dictated the 
meaſure, Im your lordſhip's moſt © 
11 at _ obedient humble ſervant. 2 

| © _ DUNMORE. ' 


P. S. The paper which is herewith incloſed is juſt come out of the 
printing-office, and contains reſolutions which the city of Annapolis 
has entered into, and are the fame which I have already mentioned 
to your lordſhip are propoſed for this colony to join in; but the time 
that has been ſet for the reconſideration of them m 22 be ſuſm̃ - 
cient to cool the heat of the party, which is now ftrenuouſly endea- 
youring to eſtabliſh them. "#0 


Etraft of a Letter from the Earl of Dunmore to the Earl of Dartmoth, 

dated Frederick County in Virginia, 14th Auguſt, 1774. 

JNCLOSED, I ſend your lord{bip the reſolutions and inſtructions 
of the delegates of the different counties of this colony. | 


Extradt of a Letter from Lieutenant Governor Full ts the Earl of Dart= 
mouth, dated Charles Town, 31/1 Fuly, 1774. © EN 
55 [Received 16th September.] LY 
tion that the meaſures taken. by the parliament rela- 
tive to Boſton, would have had ſome — — towards compo- 
fing the diſturbances in this province which ſeemed to have ſubſi 
a little laſt winter, but it has taken a contrary turn. Their own ap- 
prehenſions and thoughts, confirmed by the reſolutions: and 
from other colonies, have raiſed an univerſal ſpirit of jea- 
louſy againſt Great Britain, and of unanimity towards each other ; 1 
ſay univerſal — Gray for few who think otherwiſe are hardy enough 
to avo it publickly. . ; FI A 
The general claim is, exemption from taxation, but by their own 


repreſentatives, as co- eſſential with the Britiſh, their own conſtitu- 


tion. Some who do not enter ſo deep into principles, are alarmed at 
the conſequence of a ready acquieſence under taxation by the parlia- 
ment, as they apprehend that then all the variety of ways and means 
of raiſing money in Great Britain will be ſoon put in practice here, 
and applied to purpoſes not merely American. E 


Such arguments as the laſt are eaſily underſtood and felt by every 
man, and catches like wild · fire among the multitude. They are deaf 
to the argument on the other fide of the queſtion, though obvious to a 
man of conſideration, that in every empire an abſolute power muſt 
neceſſarily be lodged ſome where, over all the parts and members 
thereof, which in Great Britain is in the king and his parliament, 
But liberty or flavery in their greateſt: latitude, is the alternative ge- 
nerally held forth in their popular meetings, - for little attention or pa- 
le. is nen 46 thoſe e ſtate things in a different 


n 
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Four lordſhip bas doubtleſs been informed of the p from 
ollen, that there ſhould be a congre(s of cammittees from every 

Province, to conſider of hat was proper to be done by them in this 

crils, Accordingly on the ſixth inſtant a great concourſe of people 
allembled in Chatles Town, in order to chuſe a committee of — 
men for South Carolina. I incloſe Timothy's gazette, which pub- 
- liſhes the reſult thereof. 1 
I beg, your lord{hip's permiſſion to obſerve, and I de it with 
_ "great concern, that this ſpirit of oppoſition to taxation and its conſe- 

- quences,-1s ſo. violent and fo univerſal throughout America, that [ 
am apptehenſwe it will not be ſoon or eaſily appeaſed. The general 
vauce {geaks diſcontent, and ſometimes in a tone of deſpair, as deter. 
mined go ſtop all exports to, and imports from Great Britain, and 
even to ſilence the courts of law, foreſeeing but cegardleſs of the ruin 


ble 1755 nn to be e 3 few 2 of 
nature, if by their ſufferings they can bri reat Britain to fee]. 
This is the langu A thi moſt violent, others think it is going 
too far; and the moſt violent too often prevail over the moderate, 
When man ſhall in general lay aſide the hopes of getting ciches, and 
#bandon*the employment of agriculture, commerce, aud mechanic 
Jabour, what turn their leiſure time under ſuch circumftances may 
take, I ſubmit to your lordſhip's knowledge of hiſtory, and of the 
human mind. Such ſudden and great changes in the manners of an 
en thriving people, among whom the gazettes are filled with 

Variety of articles for luxury, is ſcaree :credjble, though poſ- 
fable; but the continuance of it is very improbable, The firſt account 


= of the:rcſult of the congreſs at Philadelphia, may reach yaur lordſhip 


wþe beginning of November. I think it my duty to make this true 
and fauthjul reprefention of the diſpoſition and temper bf the people, 
Bow diſagreeable it may however appear, and to confide in the royal 
Captain Maitland, who on the 18th inſtant had brought in ſeveral 

cheits of tea for merchants in this town, which he ——— the 
general committee, as. it is calied, to deſtroy or carty and taken 
i his lead. of tice in tbe mean time, gave great offence to the com- 

Den woe as the tea was that day landed by the cuſtom- 
Bouſe officers, and lodged in the king's ſtore- houſ. | | 
Several hundred men went with great threats in queſt of him in the 
Frening, but as they entered his ſhip on one ſide, he went off from 
tbe other, and took ſhelter on board bis majeſty's ſhip Glaſgow, then 
in Rebellion Road, and next morning his ſhip was removed from the 
whart by captain Maltby's aſſiſtance. Another parcel of tea ſince 
arrived, by conſent of the committee, is lodged in the king's ſtores 
in the ſame predicament. Although captain Maitland fails frft, yet 
teach your: lord{bip ſooneſt by the packet, &c. re. 208 


Extraft 


ö 2 attend themſelves in that caſe; content to change a com- 
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Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant Governor Bull to the Earl of Dartmith, 
dated Charles-Town, 3 Auguſt, 1774. | 
| — 10h September.] 5 & 
T having been expe that I fhoutd prorogue the general aſſem- 
] bly yeſterday at the uſual time, about ten or eleven o'clock; the 
afſembly privately and punctually met at eight o'clock, in the mortr- 
ing, and made an houſe, which was very uncommon. They had 
not been affembled five minutes before I was apprized of it. I imme- 
diately went to the council chamber in order to protogue them, and 
waited a few minutes for one or two of the council to be preſent. 
As ſoon as I ſent for the aſſembly they attended, and I prorogued 
them to the 6th of September. But their bufineſs having been ready 
prepared, in which they were all previouſly agreed, it required only 
a few minutes to paſs through the forms of the houſe. They came to 
two refolutions, one approving and confirming the election of the five 
perſons, choſen on the 6th of laſt month, to aſſiſt at the congreſs 
from the ſeveral provinces, and the other, that they would provide 
for the expence of their voyage. I returned to my own houſe again 
in leſs than twenty minutes paſt eight. Your lordſhip will ſee by this 
inſtance with what perſeverance, ſecrecy, and unanimity, they form 
and conduct their defigns ; how obedien the body is to the heads, 
and how faithful in their ſecrets. * + Agog 4 
Exiratt of a letter from Lieutenant Governor Bull ta the Earl of Dartmouthy 
dated Charles-Town, South Carolina, November 234, 1774. 
71THOUT giving your lordſhip the trouble.,ot another letter 
upon the reſult of the late congreſs at Philadelphia, which 
doubtleſs hath long ſince reached Jour lord{bip's hands; I beg leave 
only to add, that the diſpoſition of this province, in their political 
difcontents, remain the ſame ; that the people of the province are, 
in the beginning of next January, again to chuſe deputies to repair 
to the Philadelphia congreſs by the 10th of May; and that I have 
farther prorogued the general aſſembly to the 24th day of January, 
before which time we expect to receive ſome accounts. of the mea- 
ſures that ſhall be adopted by the new parliament relative to Ame- 
rican affairs. | DET, - | 
Extract of a 2 Wright, to the Earl of Dartmunth, 
dated Savannah, in Georgia, 25th Fuly, 1774. | 
UR neighbours, in Carolina are in great wrath about the acts 
AF of parliament which have been paſſed relative to the Maſſach- 
let's Bay government, and have come to ſome very indecent reſola- 
tions, to call them. no worſe, and, according to cuſtom, have been 
very buſy in ſending hand- bills, letters, and. public invitations, &c. 
&c, to ſtir up the people here to concur with them, and follow their 
example, and a meeting is to be on Wedneſday next. There are, my 
lord, here, as well as every where elſe, malecontents and violent li- 
0. people, and I will not anſwer for their conduct, whether it may 
not 
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ungrateful and improper; but as ſoon as thry have come to 
any 
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'fordibip therewith. 8 
Extratt of a Leiter from Sir James 
n mouth, dated Georgia 51 Auguſt, N 
N Fi 3 acquaint your Face there —— been two meet - 
I ings of the liberty folks here, and ſome teſolutions were drawn up 
yelterday, but not yet publiſhed ; the particulats of which, and mode 
of conduR, I ſhall fully tranſmit to your lordſhip as ſoon as may be. 
 Exiratt of @ Letter from Governor Wright to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
*  _- Savannah, in Georgia, 24th Auguſt, 1774 · „ 8 
13 of July 25th, No 23. and Auguſt 1th, No 24, I ac- 


"the conduct and proceedings of the liberty people here, as ſoon as [ 
Knew for certain what they did or meant to do; and I. mentioned 
that ſome papers were preparing by which I. believed it would appear 

that thele reſolutions were not the voice of the people, but unfairly 
* and infolently made by a junto of a very few only, but which papers 
Are not yet compleated. Every thing, my lord, was dane that could 


be thought of to. fruſtrate their attempt, but this did not totally pre- 


vent it. | r S 

I T have been informed. of another ſummons and meeting to be in 
St John's pariſh, 2 the zoth inſtant, and, my lord, as long as theſe 
kind of ſummonſes and meetings are ſufered, a private man take 
upon him to ſummons a whole province, to conſult upon and redref 
public gri I apprehend there will be nothing but. cabals and 
"combinations,” ad the peace of the province, and minds of the 
people contin heated, diſturbed, and diſtrafted, And the pro- 


" clamation I iſſned againſt them is termed arbitrary and oppreſſeve, ani 


an attempt to debar them "of their natural and lawful rights and privilege. 

la ſhort, my lord, if theſe calls and — 34 conſidered as illegal 

nd improper, it will require the interpoſition of higher authority to 

"remedy the evil, for the executive powers of government in the colo- 

wies ue too weak to rectify ſuch abuſes, and proſecutions would only 

be laughed at, and no grand jury would find a bill of indictment, 

. — — ordering and carrying them on probably inſulted 

Bm of a Letter from Sir Jamer Wright, Bart. to the Earl of Dart 
| M 13 Savannah, 13th Ocbober, 1774. * 

7 7 #3 


£325 7 3 ©. WR, ; Fg 
T. my letter of the 24th of Auguſt, No. 26, I mentioned that ſome 
_ -& proteſts and diſſents were preparing in different parts of the pro- 
e, which were not then compleated. Theſe were not ſent to 
till lately, and only 8 in yeſterday's paper, and, which 
now. incloſe ; they have beers wrote by the people themſelves, jul 
-their-own. way, as your lordihip will ſee by the ſtile. However, 
ney-certainly ſhew/tbat the ſenſe of the people in this province it 
igel aoy reſolutions, and that thoſe attempted by a few in Sayan- 
mah are held in contempt, : 9 * : + mp 3 


». * 
9 : I # 


any reſolutions or ;determinations, I ſhall not fail to. acquaint your 
Wright, Bart. ts the Earl of Dari. 


"quainted your lordſhip that I ſhould. give you. a full account of 
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ra? of a Letter from Governor Martin to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
aged Newburn, North Carolina, 1/2 September, 1774. — 


TR 33/8 January, 1775.) 


„ou lordſhip will not, I dare ſay, be ſurprized to hear that the 

people of this colony haye followed the example of the reſt of the 
- Wntinent, in caballing and forming refolutiogs upon the late mea- 
es of government, with _ to the diviſions in the colony of the 
I gachuſſets bay. The readineſs with which the intemperate decla- 
0 


ions of the Virginia —_—y were adopted and re-echoed here, 
Il have ſhewn your lordſhip that this people are but of too 

al diſpoſition, W hat ſyſtem the other continental affemblies have 
med by their committees of correſpondence, which your lordſhi 
| know have been appointed, I cannot tell, having never under- 
od that their proceedings have tranſpired more than thoſe of the 
mmittee here, of which nothing appears upon the aſſembly's journal, 


in t the reſolves entered into on the eftabliſhment of that commit 
JI „and that letters had been received from the committees in the 
ke ier colonies, the contents of which are held ſecret. Whatever mea- 
es may have been taken, the combination is affuredly at leaſt in- 
nd ent and inglorious, _ — 32 Wenne 

be The firſt intimation that I received, except from e rumour, of 
0- WE meaſures lately taken here, was from the incloſed letter of 4 ch. 
eee at Wilmington, to the freeholders of Craven county, where 

4. idence is fixed. Whereupon I immediately ordered the council te 

” ſummoned, that I might adviſe with them on the meaſures proper tp 


taken to diſcourage and prevent ſuch unlawful and indecent pro- 
dings. Your lordſhip will fee, by the minutes of that board, Here- 
ith tranſmitted, that on the 12th of laſt month I laid the letter before 
am, and that I iſſued, with their advice, a praclamation, the Net 
y ; apprehending however, that under the total inability of govern- 
nt to enfore even what common decorum required, the propoſed 
eting of deputies at Newburn, the ſeat of government, that was 
imately agreed to be the place of rendezvous-would be according 

Id, an conſidering it would be my duty to be at hand, tadiſcoy= 
ge their proceedings as much as lay in my power, and to take fil, 

aſures as. n ces ſhould require for the maintenance of order 


d government, I reſolved there to wait until the time of meeting w 

t, although ide very impaired ſtate of my health made it highly 4 
a bent to remove, at that ſeaſgn, from ſo unwholſome' a fit 192 a 
er, ence, at the very time, I was compelled to ſend m family th cw 
& rk, as the only chance pf in it from deftrudtion, pes 
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Reſolutions entered into at a Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Difria 
Wilmington, 21/7 July, 1774, and Addreſs to the Freeholders of Cray 


un. | | 
County  [Entloſed in the preceding.) 


* 


At a general meeting of the inhabitants of the diſtrict of W 
8 mington in the province of North Carolina, held at the town 
Wilmington, July 21, 1774. 
e William HoorER Eſq. Chairman. 
©" Reſolved, | 
HAT colonel James Moore, John Ancrum, Fred. Jones, Samy 
> Aſhe, Robert Howe, Robert Hogg, Francis Clayton, and Arc 
bald Maclane, Eſqrs. be a committee to prepare a circular letter tot 
. JTeveral counties of this province, expreſſive of the ſenſe of the inhal 
tants of this diſtrict with reſpect to the ſeyeral acts of parliament lat 
made for the oppreſſion of our ſiſter colony of the Maſſachuſſets by 
for having exerted itſelf in defence of the conſtitutional rights of An 
Tica. 
-, Reſolved, That it will be highly expedient that the ſeveral count 
of this province ſhould ſend deputies to attend a general meeting 
Johnſton court houſe, on the 20th day of Auguſt next, then and tb 
do debate upon the preſent alarming ſtate of Britiſh America, and 
concert with the other colonies, to adopt and proſecute ſuch meal 
as will moſt effectually tend to avert the miſeries which threaten us 
© Refolyed, That we are of opinion, in order to effect an uniform pl 
for the conduct of all North-America, that it will be neceſſary th 
general congreſs be held, and that deputies ſhould there be preſent fr 
he ſeveral colonies, fully informed of the ſentiments of thoſe in wht 
. behalf they appear, that ſuch regulations may then be made as 
tend moſt effectually to produce an alteration in the Britiſh poli 
and to bring about a change honourable and beneficial to all Ameri 
. Reſolved, That we have the moſt grateful ſenſe of the ſpirited c 
.duQ of Maryland, Virginia, and all the other northern provinces, 
alſo. the province of South Carolina, upon this intereſting occali 
- and will, with our purſes and perſons, concur with them in all ly 
"meaſures that may be conceived by the colonies in general, as m 
r in order to bring about the end which we all ſo earn 
AS MR 8 
ebelbes, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that Philadel 
- "will de the moſt proper place for holding the American congi 
and the 20th of abs the moſt ſuitable time; but in this 
ſuhmit our own to the general convenience of the other _— 
SI. . ; << | 0 , 


nr 
Reſolved, That we conſider the cauſe of the town of Boſton as the 
mmon cauſe of Britiſh America, and as ſuffering in defence of the 
chts of the colonies in general; and therefore we have, in proportion 
Four abilities, ſent a ſupply of proviſions for the indigent inhabitants 
that place, thereby to expreſs. our ſympathy in their diſtreſs, and 
an earneſt of our ſincere intentions to contribute by every means in 
ir power to alleviate their diftreſs, and to induce them to maintain, 
th prudence and firmneſs; the glorious cauſe in which they at pre- 


t ſuffer. Wa 
To the Freeholders of Craven County. 
Gentlemen, | 1 D 
\ T this conjunction of Britiſh politics, when the liberty and proper- 
ty of North-American ſubjects are at ſtake, when the ſchemes 
deſigning miniſter are ſo far matured to action that the port of Boſ- 
is ſhut up, that the charter of the Maſſachuſſets Bay is cruelly in- 
nged, and its government converted into one nearly military, to be 
ent woul.! be inſidious. | 
To avoid ſuch imputations to this part of the province, we, the 
bſeribers, appointed a committee of correſpondence for the town and 
rict of Wilmington, at a moſt reſpectable meeting of the freehol- 
rs of this diſtrict, by their expreſs command, take this earlieſt op- 
rtunity of acquainting you with their reſolutions, a copy of which 
> now encloſe to you, and requeſt that you would ſend the mem- 
rs already by you elected, to repreſent you in the general affembly; 
ſuch other perſons whom you ſhall approve of, to appear as your 
puties at the court houſe of Johnſton county, on the 2oth day of 
uguſt next, poſſeſſed of the ſentiments of thoſe on whoſe behalf they 
tend, and with full power to expreſs it as obligatory upon the future 
nduct of the inhabitants of this provinte ; and then and there 
conſult and determine what may be neceſſary to the ge- 
ral welfare of America and of this province. We at the ſame time 
e the liberty to inform you, that there has been ſet on foot a ſub. 
ription for the relief of the poor artiſans and labourers of the town 
Boſton, precluded by one of the forementioned meaſures of the Bri- 
h miniſter, from following their reſpective occupations, and we have 
aſon to congratulate Su... Bo upon the generous contribution of the 
habitants, which has put it in our power to load a veſſel with pro- 
ſions, which will ſail this week for the port of Salem. 8 
We rely upon your ſending an immediate anſwer to theſe our pro- 
lals, and wiſhing you ſucceſs in all your efforts for the ſupport of 
e conſtitutional liberties of America, permit us to ſubſcribe ourſelyesg 
Gentlemen, your very humble ſervants,” 
Ja. Moors, 
Ros. Hose, i 
| Francis CLAYTON, 
O 3 Joun Ancrvm, 


1 
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Re 


mouth, dated Charles Town, 19th December, 1774. 


Noting new has occured in this province relative to the Americy 
diſcontents. nor do I expect any before the meeting in next | 
auary of the deputies from the ſeveral pariſhes, for the chaſing del 
Sates to affiſt at the general congreſs at Philadelphia in May 
when ſome thing may perhaps be produced either from ſome bold d 
ſentient or daring yemagogne, with which I ſhall not fail to acquai 
| your lordſhip, if any thing is of conſequence enough to deſerve yo 
rdſhip's notice, "I | 


Extrat? of Letter from Lieutenant Governor Bull to the Earl of Dar 


Charge given by Fudge Drayton of South Carolina, and Preſontment 
2 the Grand Jury. N 


* 


2 


jy South Carotina, Camden Diftri 
1 | | | November Seffrons, 1774. 
AT a court of general ſeſſions of the peace, oyer and termin 
1 2fize and general, gaol delivery, begun and holden at Camd 
for the diftrict of Camden, on the 5th day of November, in the ye 
of our Lord 1774, before the Honourable William Henry Drayi 
Eſq. one of the juſtices of our ſovereign lord the King. 
"* Ordered, That the charge of his honour the judge, together wi 


the preſentments of the grand jury at the preſent ns, be publiſhe ve 
55 By the Court, 22 1 
2 JohN N. OcLETHoRrE, D. C. C. and . 
e | : 

>: | The CHARGE. 01 
ates | iy ar 
| Gentlemen of the Grand Ju are 


, | 

VFVoou are now met to liſtharge one of the moſt important dul 
in ſociety, for you are aſſembled arbiters of the innocence or guilt 
ſuch of your flow citizens who are ſo unfortunate as to have # 
forded occafion, however light, for the laws to take cognizance 
their conduct. You are authorized to paſs judgment in the 
inſtance upon the apparently . and by your acquitt 
voice you have power to ſhield apparent innocence from a maliet 
\proſecution ; ſuch powers have the conſtitution of your country v9 
In you, powers no leſs important than truly honourable, when ire 
ciſed Wan $4664 af 2352510 

It is your indiſpenſible duty to endeavour to exerciſe theſe por 
with propriety 4 it is mine conciſely to point out to you the line 
your-<ondutt, à conduct which the venerable conſtitution of 
country intends, by protecting the innocent and by delivering 
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ilty over to the courſe of law, ſhould operate to flouriſh in its native 
dot, even that conſtitution itſelf from whoſe - generous ſpirit we 
a title to call ourſelves freemen, an appellation which peculiarly 
Ringuiſhes the Engliſh ſubjects (thoſe unfortunately diſappointed. 
low-citizens in Quebec excepted) and ranks them above all the 
ilized nations of the earth. 

By as much as you prefer freedom to ſlavery, by ſo muck ought 
a to prefer a generous death to ſervitude, and to hazard every thing 
endeavour to maintain that rank which is ſo gloriouſly pre-eminent 
pye all other nations. You ought to endeavour to preſerve it, not 
Ny for its ineſtimable value, but from a reverence to our anceſtors 
om whom we received it, and from a love of our children, to whom 

are bound by every conſideration to deliver down this legacy, the 
oſt valuable that ever was or can be delivered to poſterity, It is com- 
handed of the moſt penerous civil liberty which ever exiſted, and the 

red chriſtian religion releaſed from the abſurdities which are incul- 
ted, the ſhackles which are impoſed, the tortures which are in- 
ted, and the flames which are lighted, biown up and fed with blood, 

the Roman catholic doQrines : doctrines which tend to eſtabliſh a 
ot cruel tyranny in church and ſtate; a tyranny under which all 

rope groaned for many ages. And ſuch are the diſtinguiſhing 
laraRters of this legacy, which may God of his, infinite goodneſs 

N few. preſerve to us and graciouſly continue to our po- 

rity : but without our pious and unwearied endeavours to pre- 

ve thoſe bleſſings, it is folly and - preſumption to hope for a con- 
uance of them. Hence in order to ſtimulate your exertions in fa- 
br of your civil liberties, which protect your religious rights; inſtead - 
diſcourſing to you of the laws of other ſtates and comparing them 
our own, allow me to tell you what your civil liberties are, and to 
arge you, Which I do in the moft ſolemn manner, to hold them 

arer than your lives; a leſlon and charge at all times proper from a 
Age, but particularly fo at this criſis, when America is in one gene- 
and generous commotion touching this truly important point. 

It is unneceſſary for me to draw any other character of thoſe liber - 

$ than that great line by which they are diſtinguiſhed; and happy * 
it for the ſubject that thoſe liberties can be marked in ſo eaſy and in 

diſtinguiſhed a manner. And this is the diſtinguiſhing character: 


fim people cannot be taxed, nay they cannot be bound by any law 
kf by their conſent, expreſſed by themſelves or by their 2 a 
agl 


tives of their own election. This colony was ſettled by iſh 
bjets ; by a people from England herſelf; a people who brought 
er with them, who'planted in this colowy, and who tranſmitted to 
eit poſterity, the try/Aluable rights of Engliſhmen ; rights, which no 

e, ho contract, no climate can diminiſh. Thus poſſeſſed of ſuch 
Lats, it is of the moſt ſerious importance that rr 

. oſe 


2 
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_ thoſe regulations which have ariſen from ſuch a parentage, and 
which you have given the authority of laws by having given ye 
conftitutional conſent that they ſhould operate as laws; for by 50 
not executing what thoſe laws required, you would weaken the for 
and would ſhew, I may almoſt ſay, a reaſonable contempt of thoſe c 
ſtitutional rights out of which your laws ariſe, and which you oug 
to defend and ſupport at the hazard of your lives. Hence by all tho 
ties which mankind hold moſt dear and ſacred ; your reverence | 
your anceſtors ; your love to your own intereſts ; your tenderneſs; 
your poſterity z by all the awful obligations of your oath, I chay 
you to do your duty; to maintain the laws, the rights, the conk 

tution of your country, even at the hazard of your lives and fortung 
Some courtly judges ſtile themſelves the King's ſervants, a f 

which ſounds harſhly in our ears, inaſmuch as the being a ſerva 
implies obedience to the orders of the maſters, and ſuch judg 
might poſſibly think, that in the preſent ſituation of American affa 

this charge is inconſiſtent with my duty-to the King, But for n 

part, in my judicial character, I know no maſter but the law ; Ix 

a ſervant, not to the King, but to the conſtitution ; and in my es 

mation, I ſhall beſt diſcharge my duty as a good. ſubject to the Kit 

and a truſty officer under the conſtitution, when I boldly declaret 

Jaw to the people, and inſtruct them in their civil rights. Indeed ye 

gentlemen of the grand jury, cannot properly comprehend your dut 

and your great obligation to perform it, unleſs you know thoſe 
rights from which theſe duties ſpring, and by knowing the value 
thoſe rights thence learn your obligations to perform theſe duties, 

Having thus generally touched upon the nature and importance! 
your civil rights, in order to excite you to execute thoſe laws to whit 

they have given birth; I will now conciſely point out to you the pi 
ticular duties which the laws of your country require at your hands 

- Unbiaſled by affection to, and unawed by fear of any man, ora 

any ſet of men, you are to make preſentment of every perſon and 
every proceeding militating againſt public good. The law orders! 

particularly to give in charge, to watch carefully over our Negro act 
our jury law, a law which cannot be too highly valued, whether we 

2 the excellency of its nature or the importance of its object. T! 

w carries in itſelf an indelible mark of what high importance the ley 

Mature thought it when they enacted it; and it carries in itſelf al 
kind of prophecy that its exiſtence in its native vigor would in 
times be endangered, and therefore it is that the law orders the jud 
ever to charge the grand juries to watch over it with care; nd 
you ought to do ſo with the moſt jealous circumſpection. A lea 

judge ſays, Every new tribunal erected for the deciſion of tas 

without the intervention of a jury, is a ſtep tewards ariſtocracy, | 
moſt oppreſſive of abſolute governments; and it is therefore a « 


_—  * 
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hich every man owes to his country, his friends, his poſterity, and 
mſelf, to maintain to the utmoſt of his power this valuable conſti- 
tion in all its rights, to reſtore it to its ancient dignity, if at all im- 
red; to amend it wherever it is defective, and above all to 1 | 
th the moſt jealous circumſpeCtion, againſt the introduction of new 
d arbitrary method of trial, which under a variety of plauſible pre- 
nces, may in time imperceptibly undermine this beſt preſervative of 
liſh liberty.” Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone terms the Engliſh trials by 
ry, the glory of the Engliſh laws; let me tell you our trial by Jury is 
at kind of glory in full meridian luſtre, in compariſon of which the 
neliſh mode appears only with diminiſhed ſplendor, : * 
But let not your care of this great object occupy all your attention; 
u are to find all ſuch bills of indictment as the examination of wit- 
ſſes in ſupport of them may induce you to think there is a proba- 
ity that the fact charged is true; for you are not to exact ſuch cir- 
mſtancial and poſitive evidence as would be neceſſary to ſupport the 
dictment before a petit jury. To make thoſe preſentments and to 
d theſe bills, it is not neceſſary that you all agree in opinion; twelve 
ited voices among you are ſufficient to diſcharge the duties of a 
and jury: but it is abſolutely neceſſary that twelve of you agree in 
inion upon every point under your conſideration; and happy, thrice 
ppy are that people who cannot be made to ſuffer under any co 

bn of the law, but by the united voices of twenty four impartial n 
ving no intereſt in the cauſe, but that the laws be executed and ju- 
ce be adminiſtered. | '2 
In ſhort, that you may diſcharge your duty with propriety, and that 
u may purſue that courſe of conduct which the law requires, let me 
the 4 ſt terms recommend to you that you keep conſtantly in 
ur mind the nature and particulars of the oath which you have juſt 
en, To you this oath is of as much importance as the mariners 
dmpaſs is to thoſe who ſail on the ocean : this points out the courſe of 
eir voyage; your oath as 2 points out to you the courſe of 
nduct. I dare ſay you are willing to diſcharge that duty which you 
ve to ſociety z I make no doubt but that you will diſcharge it with 
vantage to the public, and therefore with honour to yourſelves, - 


The PREsENTMENTS of the Grand Jury for this diſtrict at a 
court of general ſeſſions of the peace, oyer and terminer, affize 
and general goal delivery, begun and holden at Camden, on the 
5th day of Noyember in the year of our Lord, 1774. | 

I. We preſent as a grievance, the extenſive boynds of the pariſh of 

St, Mark, which makes it difficult for the churchwardens and over- 

rs of the poor, to collect the poor tax, and a great means to hinder 

© propagation of the goſpel in the back parts of the ſaid pariſh. ; 

II. We preſent as a grieyance, that there is not a law to aſcertain the 

ces of entertainment at public houſes; there being a great number 


of 
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them in Camden diſtri, who frequently impoſe on ſtrangers x 
travellers, by making them pay exorbitantly for what they ſtaud! 
need of, to the great detriment of the poor. 
III. We prefent as a grievance of the moſt dangerous and alarmiy 
nature, the power exerciſed by the parliament, to tax and to mi 
laws to bind the American colonies in all cafes whatſoever, We co 
ceive ſuch a power is deſtructive of our birth-rights as freeman, 4 
feended' from Englith anceſtors, ſeeing, ſuch freemen cannot be co 
fitutionally taxed or bound by any law, without their conſent, expreſ 
by themſelves, or implied by their repreſentatives of their own eleQig 
a conſent which the good people of this colony never have ſignifi 
to be taxed or bound by laws of the Britiſh parliament, in which th 
never have had any conſtitutional repreſentation, And whereas 
rather chuſe to die freemen, than to live ſlaves bound by laws, in t 
formation of which we have no participation: fo now, that the by 
of this diſtrict are legally aſſembled, as one ſtep towards the defence 
our conſtitutional rights, which are dearer to us than our lives a 
fortunes. We think it our indiſpenſible duty to the people of f 
diftric, to ourſelves, the grand jurors for the body of the people, 2 
to our poſterity,” thus clearly to expreſs the ſenſe of this large aj 
populons diſtrict, touching our conſtitutional rights, and the very in 
minent d to which they are expoſed from the uſurped poy 
of the Britith parliament, taxing and by law binding the America 
in all caſes whatſoever; being reſolved to maintain our conftitutior 
rights at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, we do moſt earnef 
recommend, that this preſentment in particular be laid before our ca 
Meutibnal repreſentatives in general aſſembled, who, we doubt n 
will do all in their power to ſupport us in our juſt rights. | 
And laftly, in teſtimony of the ſatisfaction we feel, and the bi 
eftimation in which we hold the charge given by his honor the Judg 
at the opening the court, and the principles of loyalty and liberty, 
which the ſame is manifeftly founded, and alſo, that a laſting & 
dence may remain of that true and conſtitutional language, Which 
ms! Que. every judge to adopt, in the exerciſe of an off 
inftituted y for the preſervation of the laws. We make it« 
requeſt that his honor will be pleaſed to direct the ſaid charge to 
and made public; fully perfuaded that every man will reac 
with-applauſe, whowithes a laſting ſecurity to the Britiſh conſtitution 
eſtabliſhment of civil and religious liberty; we alſo recommend 
publication of theſe our preſentments. 

fs £7157 - MaTTarHeEw SINGLETON, Foreman. 
Josnoa Enciisn, Tuomas Carty, 
__ -* SarvesTER Don, Hzux r Cassels, 
onn PERKINS, Sen. JASPER SUTTON, 
_ PAV , . SAMUSL BAAnLEVY, 
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Imam Moort, - —— + 4 | 
oHN CAN TV, Davin Wiso, 

oN WITHERSPOON, AARON FRIERSON; | | 


ſonun GamBLie, Moses GoRDon, TC L. 8. 
RoBERT CARTER, SAMUEL CANTRY, JEW 
HENRY HUNTER, Edward DokkEx, 

David Nilson, Joun CAN TEL. 


5 a Letter. fram Sir James Wright, Bart. to the Zarl of Dartmouth 
7 dated Savanah in Georgia, | the 1 3th of December, 17 74. 


My Lord, 5 1 TRY 

bink it my duty to acquaint your lordſhip, that fince the Carolina 

eputies have returned from the continental congreſs, as they call it, 
means poſſible have been uſed to raiſe a flame again in this pro- 

e. Thoſe people, it is faid, ſolemnly undertook: that this province 

d accede to the reſolves of that congreſs, and we have been in hot 

er ever ſince, and I ſuppoſe, the ſons of liberty here, ſtimulated by 
arolinians, will take upon them to paſs reſolves in the name of 

whole province. I ſhall endeavour as much as poſſible to prevent? 

but the ſanction given to rebellion by the reſolves and proceedings 

hat congreſs, has greatly-encouraged the ſpirit of political enthu- , 

„which many were paſſeſſed of before, and raiſed it to ſuch a 

hth of phrenſy, that God knows what the conſequences; may be, 

that man, or whoſe pro may eſcape their reſentment ; the only 

olation I have, my lord, is, that things cannot continue long in 

ſtate, and muſt come to a point ſoon: indeed I hope ſome deter- 

ation is Come to already, or will, before the parliament riſes for 2 

z olidays. I have, &c. | | 19 


J. Warn. 1 | 


4 of @ Letter from the Hanourable Governor Gage, to the Earl ef 
artmouth, dated Boſton, the 26th of December, 1774. 


[ Received January the 31f, 1775-] 


ad the honour to write. to your lordſhip by the opportunity of 

ll. Preſcot of the Engliſh Fuzileers, who ſailed out of this harbout 
tranſport on the 16th inſtant, ſince which time we have received 

nts of an attack made by a number of people in New Hampſhire, 

is Majeſty's. fort William and Mary in Piſcataqua harbour. 

e has been different reports concerning the tranſaction, but 

{mit your lordſhip copies © a of letters that I yy 

cel 


L. 


7 preſs from a committee in Boſton to another committee in this tom 


men were collected together, and immediately proceeded to his M 
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ceived from governor Wentworth ypon the ſubject. A frigate ar 
floop of war are now in that harbour, and we have received no account 
of further diſtyrbance ſince they arrived. | 

This congreſs we have heard had privately appointed a commi 
to provide military ſtores ; and news is juſt come from Worceſter i 
this province, that he or his deputies are providing a ſtock of pros 


ſions at that place. | 


oþy of a Letter from Governor Wentworth to Governor Gage, du 
* | 4 the 14th of December, 1774. We 


{Encleſed in Gen. Gage's Letter of December the 26th, 1774.1 
Portſmouth, New Hampſhi 


ni, | | 
Have the honor to receive your excellency's letter of the gth inſta 
with the letter from the Secretary of ſtate, which were both d 
livered to me on Monday evening laſt by Mr. Whiting. 
It is with the utmoſt concern I am called upon by my duty to th 
King, to communicate to your excellency a moſt unhappy affair pe 
petrated here this day. FRE . 
Yeſterday in the afternoon, Paul Revere arrived in this town, er 


and delivered his diſpatch to Mr. Samuel Cutts, a merchant of thi 
town, who immediately convened the committee of which he is or 
and, as I learn, laid it before them. This day about noon, befor 
ſuſpicions could be had of their intentions, about four hundm 


jeſty's Caſtle, William and Mary, at the entrance of this harbaur, 1 
foteibly took poſſeſſion thereof; notwithſtanding the beſt defence thi 
could be made by captain Cochran (whoſe conduct has been extreme) 
laudable, as your excellency will ſee by the incloſed letter from hin 


and by violence carried away upwards of 100 barrels of powder belo 1 
ing to the King, depoſited in the caſtle. I am informed that expreſſa N 
have been circulated through the neighbouring towns, to collei 
à number of people to- morrow, or as ſoon as poſſible, to carry awi 
all the canon and arms belonging to the caſtle, which they will u 
doabtedly effect, unlefs ſome aſiftance ſhould arrive from Boſton ie” 
time to prevent it. This event too plainly proves the imbecility if © 
this.government to carry into execution his Majeſty's order in coun 
for ſeiaing and detaining arms and ammunition imported into this pro ( 
vince, without ſome ftrong ſhips of war in this harbour : neither \) 


the province or cuftom-houſe-treaſury in any degree ſafe, if it ſho 
come into the mind-of the popular leaders to ſeize upon them. - 
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The principal perſons who took the lead in this enormity are well 
own. Upon the beſt information I can obtain, this miſchief origi- 
tes from the publiſhing the ſecretary of ſtate's letter, and the King's 
Jer in council at Rhode Iſland, prohibiting the exportation of 
litary ſtores from Great Britain, and the proceedings in that colony 
conſequence of it, which have been publiſhed here by the foremen- 
ned Mr. Revere and the diſpatch brought, before which all was 
fectly quiet and peaceable here. I am, &c. 

(Signed) | J. WEnTwoRTH, 


py f a Letter from Captain Cochran, Commander of Fort William and | 
Mary, in New Hampſhire, to Governor Wentworth, dated the 14th 


of December, 1774. 


[Encloſed in Governor Gage's, of the 26th of December, 1774.] 


May it pleaſe your Excellency. 

Received your excellency's favour of yeſterday, and in obedience 

thereto kept a ſtrict watch all night, and added two men to my uſual 
mber, being all I could get. Nothing material occurred till this day 

eo'clock, when I was — there was a number of people coming 

take poſſeſſion of the fort, upon which, having only five effective 

n with me, I prepared to make the beſt defence b could, and pointed 
ne guns to thoſe places where I expected they would enter. About 

ee o'clock the fort was beſet on all ſides by upwards of four hundred 

n. I told them, on their peril not to enter: they replied they would. 

mmediately ordered three four pounders to be fired on them, and 
n the ſmall arms, and before we could be ready to fire again, we 
re ſtormed on all quarters, and they immediately ſecured both me 
d my men, and kept us priſoners about one hour and a half, during 
ich time they broke open the powder-houſe, and took all the powder 
ay except one barrel, and having put it into boats and ſent it off, 
y releaſed me from my confinement. To which can only add, that 
lid all in my power to defend the fort, but all my efforts could not 
all againſt ſo great a number. I am your excellency's, &c., - '  * 
led | (Signed) Joun COCHRAN, 


y of an Extras of a Letter from Governor Wentworth to Ge 
n ener Gage, dated Pottſmouth, New Hampſhire, the 16th of De- 
ember, 17... 3 


poll [Encliſed in C uernor Gage's of the 26th of December, 1774. 
| N Wedneſgay laſt after twelve o'clock, an in ſurrection ſuddenly 


took place in this town, and immediately proceeded to his Ma- 
bY P 2 jeſty's 
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fixty muſkets. This day the town is full- of armed men who refuſ: 


nas to them declared the folly of their conduct, and that he will 


thuſiaſm is ever con 
: merly informed your lordſhip, are to meet next Tueſda * Tf I fy 
to prorogue them for a ſhort time, that the 


reſting and important ſituation of affairs. When all depends upon f 


conjectures of future meaſures. I can only with certainty, thi 
| — is ſtill a good majority of the moſt 2 


Place, who promote peace, aad difcountenance violence, 
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Rare: caſtle, attacked, overpowered, wounded and confinad the capti 
and thence took away all the King's der. Yeſterday num 
more aſſetibled, and laſt night brought off many canons, &c. and ah 


diſperſe, but appear determined to compleat the difmantling the 
-treſs intirely. Hitherto the people abſtain from private or perſy 
injuries; how long they will be ſo prevailed on it, is impoſſible to (ay, 
I muſt ſincerely Jament the preſent diſtractions, which ſeem to h 
burſt forth by means of a letter from William Cooper to Samuel Cu 
delivered here on Tueſday laſt P. M. by Paul Revere. I have not i 
to add further on this melancholy ſubject. | 
P. S. The populace threaten to abuſe colone! Fenton, becauſe 


his duty as a juſtice in executing the laws, They will never prey 
on him ta retract, if all the men in the province attack him. If II 
had two hundred ſuch men, the caſtle and all therein would yet hy 
been ſafe. At this moment the heavy cannon are not carried off, 


how ſoon they may be, I cannot ſay. 


Extra? of a Letter rome Lieutenant Governor Coldon, to the Earl 
| Faisal, dates New York, 4th January 1775. 


Received 31/4 January, 1775.] 
PHE meaſures purſued, as well by the ſouthern as eaſtern provinct 
put the moderate and peaceable diſpoſition which prevails am 
the majority of the people of this province, daily to the trial. 
ious, and when propagated by every artif 
becomes almoſt irrefiſtible,, The aſſembly of this province, as 1 fü 


that there will not be a majority for prudent meaſures, I ſhall ir 
of the new 'parliams 
may be known here, before the aſſembly do any thing. On the otit 
hand, there is room to fear, that if the aſſembly do not meet, an 
tempt wilt be made to convene a provincial congreſs, in imitation | 
our neighbours, which be of worſe conſequence, I propoſe Mnts 
take the advice of his Maj council to-morrow, upon the int 


humour of the populace, one can only, my lord, form very uncertil 


Cable people in d 


Ee 
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17a of a Leiter from the Deputy Governor of Penſylvania to the Earl 
of Dartmouth, Dated Philadelphia, 31 December, 1774. 


4 0 { Received 31/4 January, 1775. 


Am to inform your lordſhip, that ſince my laſt, the aſſembly of this 
province have met, agreeable to their adjournment, and have, to 
y great ſurprize, unanimouſly approved the tranſactions of the late 
pnereſs, and appointed deputies to attend another, propoſed to be 
Id at this city in May next, as you will perceive by the printed votes, 
hich I incloſe for your lordſhip's fuller information. 
There feems to be too — a diſpoſition every where to adhere 
rictly to the reſolutions of the congreſs, and the committees for this 
ty and the adjacent diſtricts, have already taken upon them to re- 
ate the diſpoſit ion of all Britiſh goods imported fince the firſt De- 
mber. 

They put up at public auction, in lots, and T am informed it is ſo 
inaged that they are ſtruck off to the owners at an advance of one 
cent above their firſt cofts and charges, which according to the 
2 of the congreſs, is to be applied to the relief of the 
or ſton. : | : 


tract of g Letter from Deput - Governor Eden, dated Annapolis, 
4 Mal yiand, 30th December 1774. | 


| [Received 1/4 February, 1775] 


HIS province has been tolerable quiet ſince I arrived; before that 

they had in one or two inſtances been ſecond (I think) in vio- 
t meaſures to Boſton. The ſpirit of reſiſtance againſt the tea act, 
any mode of internal taxation is as ſtrong and univerſal here as, 
r. I firmly believe that they will undergo any hardſhips ſooner than 
nowledge a right in the Britiſh parliament in that particular, and 
on WP! perſevere in their non-importation and non-exportation experi- 
nts, in ſpite of every inconvenience that they muſt conſequently 
expoſed to, and the total ruin of their trade, 


ard 


vr. Alter. Mr. Alderman Hayley ſaid he had a petition from the mer 
lg. Chants of the rage of London trading to North-America, t 
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| anuary 20. 
Adjourned to the 23d 2 


January 2 


that honourable Houſe, and deſired leave to preſent the ſame 
which being given, it was brought up and read, ſetting fort 
That the petitioners are all eſſentially intereſted in the trak 
to North - America, either as exporters and importers, or x 
venders of Britiſh and foreign goods for exportation to thi 
country; and that the petitioners have exported, or fold ſa 
exportation, to the Britiſh colonies in North-America, y 
large quantities of the manufacture of Great-Britain an 
Ireland, and in particular the ſtaple articles of woolle 
iron, and linen, alſo thoſe of cotton, filk, leather, pewt: 
tin, copper, and braſs, with almoſt every Britiſh manufz 
ture; alſo large quantities of foreign linens and other ar 
ticles imported into theſe kingdoms, from Flanders, Hol 
land, Germany, the Eaſt Countries, Portugal, Spain, an 
Italy, which are generally received from thoſe countries 
return for Britiſh — 2 and that the petitiones 
have likewiſe exported, or ſold for exportation, great quanti 
ties of the various ſpecies of goods imported into this king 
dom from the Eaſt-Indies, part of which receive addition 
manufacture in Great- Britain; and that the petitioners receif 
returns from North-America to this kingdom directly, u 

ig and bar iron, timber, ſtaves, naval ſtores, tobacco, rict 
indico, deer and other ſkins, beaver and furs, train oil, what 
bone, bees wax, pot and pearl aſhes, drugs, and dying wood 
with ſome bullion, and alſo wheat flour, Indian corn at 
ſalted proviſions, when, on account of ſcarcity in Gr 
Britain, thoſe articles are permitted to be imported; and ti 
the petitioners receive returns circuitouſly from Ireland {i 
flax ſeed, &c. exported from North-America) by bills « 
exchange on the merchants of this city trading to Irelant 
for the proceeds of linens, &c. l into theſe kingdon 
from the Weſt Indies ; in return for proviſions, lumber 
cattle, exported from North America, for the uſe and ſupp 
of the Weſt India iſlands, by bills of exchange on the Wel 
India merchants, for the proceeds of ſugar, melaſles, 
cotton, coffee, or other produce, imported from thoſe 1{lanK 
into theſe kingdoms ; from Italy, Spain, Portugal, Fran 
Flanders, Germany, Holland, and the Eaſt Countries, 
| bills of exchange or bullion in return for wheat — C 
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gan corn, fiſh, and lumber, exported from the Britiſh 
lohies in North-America, for the uſe of thoſe countries; 
| that” the petitioners have great reaſon to believe, from 
bet informations they can obtain, that on the balance 
ner this extenſive commerce, there is now due from the 
onies in North-America, to the ſaid city only, 2,000,000, 
"Sling, and upwards ; and that, by the direct commerce 


dome thouſands of ſhips and veſſels are employed, and 
ny thouſands of ſeamen are bred and maintained, thereby 


| that, in the year 1765, there was a great ſtagnation of 
commerce between Great-Britain and her colonies, in 
ſequence of an act for granting and applying certain 
p-duties, and other duties, in the Britiſh colonies and 
tations in America, by which the merchants trading to 
th-America, and the artificers employed in the various 
nufactures conſumed in thoſe countries, were ſubjected to 
ny hardſhips ; and that, in the following year, the ſaid 


re; that the continuance of the ſaid act would be at- 
ded with many inconveniencies, and might be produc- 
of conſequences greatly detrimental to the commercial 
ts of theſe kingdoms ; upon which repeal, the trade 
de Britiſh colonies immediately reſumed its former flou- 
Mins ſtate ; and that in the year 1767, an act paſſed, for 
ting certain duties in the Britiſh colonies and plantations 
America, which impoſed certain duties, to be paid in 
 Werica, on tea, glaſs, red and white lead, painters colours, 
000 er, Nas hom. mill-board, and ſcale-board, when the 
"W'nerce with the colonies was again interrupted ; and that 
he year 1770, ſuch parts of the ſaid act as impoſed du- 
on glaſs, red and white lead, painter's colours, paper, 
e-board, mill-board, and ſcale-board, were repealed, when 
trade to America ſoon revived, except in the article of 
on which a duty was continued, to be demanded on its 
rration into America, whereby that branch of our com- 
was nearly loſt ; and that, in the year 1773, an act 
, to allow a drawback of the duties of cuſtoms on the 
Nation of tea to his Majeſty's colonies or plantations in 

ca, and to empower the commiſſioners of the treaſury 
pant licences to the Eaſt India company, to export tea, 
be; and by the operations of thoſe and other laws, the 
a” ds of his Ma eſty's ſubjects in the Britiſh calonies have 
Fad greatly diſquieted, a total ſtop is now put to the export 


the colonies, and the circuitous trade thereon. depend- + 


reaſing the naval ftrength and power of Great-Britain; 


was repealed, under an expreſs declaration of the legi- * 


trade | 
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Mr. Bey. Mr Hayley moved that this petition, be referred to the con 


ſentatives of the people, newly delegated to the moſt imp 
tant of all truſts, wil 8 


Right Hon. 
Sir . M. 


Judgm 
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trade with, the greateſt and moſt important part of Nom 
America, 455 revenue is threatened with a large 

fatal diminution, the petitioners with grievous diſtreſs, 
thouſands of induſtrious artificers and manufacturers with u 
ter ruin; under theſe alarming circumſtances, the petitiong 
receive no ſmall. comfort, from a perſuaſian that the repn 


I. take the whole of theſe weighty m 
ters into their moſt ſerious conſideration ; and therefore pra 
ing the houſe, that they will enter into a full and immedi 

examination of that ſyſtem of commercial policy, which 
formerly adopted, and uniformly maintained, to. the hap 
nefs and advantage of both countries, and will apply ſud 
healing remedies as can alone reſtore and eftabliſh the con 
merce between Great Britain, and her colonies on a pern 
nent foundation; and that the petitioners may be heard 
themſelves or agents, in ſupport of the faid petition. - 


mittee appointed to take into conſideration the Ameri 
| 8, On the 20th. " 
The Right Hon. Sir V. Meredith ſaid, that as the we 


thy alderman whole rank ſtands ſo high, and whoſe chan 
ter it ſo honourably diſtinguiſhed in the liſt of merchani * 
Dee his 7 4 not only for a reconciliation, but iaWpal 
2 8 y reconciliation with America, he ſubmitted to Ho 


udgment, whether a peedy reconciliation was praQicable't 
conſiſtent with ſuch a length of enquiry as his motion led i 
that of all the evils American merchants now ſuffer, ſuſpe 
is the greateſt ; that he truſted the committee already 
pointed, would make the removal of that ſuſpenſe the firlt « 
ject of their conſideration and their care; at lea he hope 
that the hands of government might not be tied up, not 
wers of parliament reſtrained from giving that ſpeedy, 
ief which the preſſure of affairs requifes ; that there is {ty 
ſome hope left, that the flames in America may be quenche 
if proper and effectual means are ſpeedily applied; but f 
taſk will every hour become more and more difficult, and 
protracted to the long period, which the. propoſed enqu 
may lead to, impra#ticable. Sir William added, that! 
ſhould be very forry to take upon himſelf the conſequences 
expoſing the ſituations of private merchants to public vi 
eſoacialfy at this juncture; but, if they really deſired an e 
quiry into their affairs, he himſelf wauld give his time, 
labour, and every poſſible aſſiſtance to it; , a hoped, ſuc 
ꝶ—.i. m Every goor! 
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the declaratory act and all the revenue acts, to the Philiſting 
and ſuppoſed himſelf. to be involved in the ruin, which n 
follow from pulling down the pillars which had ſupported 
ſyſtem of deſtructive policy and oppreſſion, which the ri 
honourable gentleman contended. ought to have been rejj 
In a word, he turned, twiſted, metamorphoſed, and rey 
fented every thing which he had advanced into ſo many i 
culous forms, that the houſe was kept in a continued roxy 


7 laughter. N. 7 | 2 

Sir Gilbert + Sir Gilbert Elliot replied to Mr. Burke, and ironj 

Ell. complimented him; but ed leave to differ from hi 
as. to the matter in debate. obſerved that the com 


tee appointed for Thurſday the 26th, was intended to d 

ſider; of the papers, in order to come to ſome ſpeedy rel 

tion, ſuited to the dignity of parliament, and the preſent 

tuation of affairs in America; that the great variety of fa 

and maſs of matter, which would come of courſe ut 

conſideration in the committee, to which the petition n 

be referred, would be a work of great and laborious ti 

and that the views and objects of the enquiry, originat 

with the papers, and the petition being totally diſtin 

their nature, the determinations and execution ariſing f 

both muſt be different. * 

The Right Honourable 7. Town/hend contended, th 

Right Hon. Would be fairer and more manly, to reject the petition at a 

T. Townſ- than thus endeavour to defeat it; that the pretence of appo 

bend. nga committee, was but a mere evaſion, and that indes 

much had been already avowed by the honourable mei 

who propoſed the amendment, who pointed out ſo lat 

the month of June, before it could be ſuppoſed capable 

determining or coming to any reſolution. _ 8 

Tord Clare was for not ſubmitting to the Americans it 

- Lord Clare. leaſt, and ridiculed the opinion of thoſe who ſaid we hi 
Tight to tax America, yet ought not to exerciſe it. 

Ar. Charles Fox, in ſavour of the Americans, repeat 

lr. Chari; Called on Lord North to know who was the man that adi 

Fax. the late acts, for it was he who had created the diſturban 

it was he who had placed General Gage and his troops it 

ridiculous ſituation in which they were, and it was he 

ought to anſwer to his country for. the. miſchief and expt 

that might enſue, He attacked the miniſter violently ; pt 

ed out his delays before, Chriſtmas, and his ſpeed. after; ial - 

aid, the committee was meant no more than a mere farts. 

N merchants, as he was certain nothing ſerious eri 

Ante . M2 rene DOZ AOIIITAG ©7012 
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Lord J. Cavendiſh was for the petition being heard with tlie Lord 7. Ce 
ders, and condemned Lord North for his behaviour in ***4# 
noing in eſtimates at the beginning of the ſeſſion, before 
knew the expence which would be neceſfary ; that it was 
ceit to the country gentlemen, who retired into the coun- 
ſatisſied with the eſtimate at firſt, and who never imagin- 
here would be any further ſum required, That his lord- 
au was preſſed, nd. ought to have laid before the houſe th 
ders before the holidays, as he was deſired. 1 
Lord North defended the delay before the holidays chiefly on 1,44. 
d grounds. Firſt, for want of neceſſary information: 
ondly, becauſe he underſtood! from ſeveral perſons, who 
ended to know it, that the addreſs from the continental 
preſs to the King, was of that conciliatory nature, as to 
ke way for healing, lenient meaſures. As to the queſtion 
ore the houſe, beſides repeating the very great delays which 
matters contained in the petition would probably occaſion, 
ould not, with the leaſt colour of propriety, be conſidered 

h the papers; one being ſimply an object of commerce, the 
wu er clearly a matter of —— He ſaid, his reaſon for not lay- 
the papers before the Houſe ſooner was, on account of 
at the Americans called a congre/s, but what he called an 
gal and reprehenſible meeting, not being finiſhed ; and 
t he was informed a petition would be ſent from them to 
throne, which would reconcile all matters in an amicable 
any PR 
dir George M*Cartney was ſevere againſt the petition, tho', sir Gerge 
ſaid, he wiſhed to be thought a friend to ſo reſpectable a Marin. 
a s the petitioners: petitions were generally framed, he 

, and brought about by ſome Towne x perſons who had 
hice enough to ſeduce others to fign them. | 
aptain Luttrell, I have liſtened with attention to this de- cat. Las- 
e, in hopes of receiving ſuch inſtruction as might enable cell. 
to judge which way of acting will be moſt conducive to 
welfare of America and this country, Sir, I am ſorry to 
ſuch a variety of opinions prevail amongſt us, as makes 
ery difficult to determine what meaſures are likely to prove 
moſt ſalutary; but being neither willing ta be led aſtra 
the oratory of one man, or the party zeal of another, i 
2 wiſh to conſider this petition on the day moved for, 
to purſue an opinion I have adopted from my own per- 
al knowledge of the Americans, their country, and their 
Its.” Sir, that the colonies: are inſeparably united to the 
penal crown of this realm, I truſt will never be denied b 
friends of either clime 5 but though it has been aſſe 

| rte 


America 


* . 
5 os A 
* - 
- 
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. 
% 4 


- America can ſubſiſt without our commeree, I believe n 


that have been imprudently overturned, and which are 


- 
* 


8 85, fo then, their 
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dy will ſay, ſhe can flouriſh without our protection. If 
7 her to her preſent miſerable ſituation, ſhe mult { 
ſue to us, or to ſome other power for fuccour. Inſecure 
their lives and properties, the Americans muſt, ere long, 
perience the fatal canſequences of being expoſed to the qq 
dations of mauroders and lawlefs ruffians ; they will ſobnt 
aloud for the re-eftabliſhment of theſe judicial authotit 


ceflary,'not only to the welfarg, but to the yery exiſtence 
the ſubject, among the rudeſt nations of the globe. Sir 
fear, indeed, the Americans at this hour cannot properly 
ſtiled the moſt civilized people in the known world; but 
unfortunate fatality ſeems to have awaited that unh 
country for a ſeries of years paſt. The late war was ſ 
an end, before you put a total ſtop to their trade with 
paniſh Weft-Indies, *Tis true, it was, ſtrictly ſpeaki 
Nicit, but it was very beneficial td them, for from the 
they got their ſpecie. Then, Sir, as if you meant tg adi 
ſult to bad policy, no ſooner had you — them of 
means of aſſiſting you, but you ungenerouſly impaſed 
right of taxation. Sir, if ſuch a power is veſted in 
Britiſh parliament, I think you have miſtaken the ſeaſon 
exerciſe it; but I never can conſider that we, who are m 
of us ſtrangers to the reſources of that country and its 
duce, are competent judges which of their commodities 
beſt: bear the burden of taxation, Sir, thoſe that are 
vainted with America know ag well as I do, that f 
ode Ifland northwards they have no money ; that t 
trade is generally carried on by barter, from 4 moſt 0 
lent merchant ta the neceflitous huſbandman. Sir, be 
your fleet and armies viſited their coaſts, you might aln 
as ſoon have raiſed the dead as 100l. in ſpecie from an 
dividual in the proyince of the Maſſachuſſets — b 
mo 27 


country, where are their abilities to comply with 

ſent demands: For my part, I know _— — 
which you can poſſibly put America into a ſituation to 
this country ; agree with her upon a fair and certain ſui 
to be paid you annually ; wait with patience the arrivi 
ber merchandizes here, and the ſale of them alſa ; then, 


will be forthcoming to pay 
Lime ts with-relpent i to the lt 


197%, + *% & $2: $f & * | 

n of our colonies at this important criſis ; but I will hope 
better days, and better information; becauſe, I wiſh to 
convinced that neither America nor this country are in 
ger of being undone. | | . 

ord Stanley, Mr. Adam, and Mr. Innis, alſo ſpoke for 
amendment; Governor Johnſtone, ang Alderman Saw- 
doe againſt it. The hou divided ; for the amendment 
7, againſt it 81. 


iefly at Lord North, condemned the behaviour of admini- 
jon in this buſineſs; declaring that they had, for decen - 
s ſake, admitted the petition, yet had determined that it 
zuld neyer be heard, He ſaid, he had & petition in his 
d from the principal merchants in Briſtol trading to Ame» 
a; yet, as he found there were two committees now, the 

for hearing eyidence, the other for * petitions, he 
inly ſaw his petition would ſhare the fate of the other, 
| be buried in oblivion, though not in ſure and certain 
des of a joyful reſurrection; that his worthy colleague 
Ir. Cruger) had likewiſe a petition of the merchants of 


I the three, he imagined, woald be left to ſleep together, 
concluded with aſking leave to preſent his petition, which 
ng granted, he made the ſame motion as Alderman Hay- 


jen Lord Nor: 
rd : he obſeryed, it could not be of any information. 


dn becauſe jt deſired to be heard, to the other, hecauſe it 
not defire to be heard. © 


een the proceedings in America reſpecting the tea; that 
duty had been quietly collected before; that the great 
antity of tea in the warehouſes of the Eaſt-India company, 
appeared by the of the ſecret committee, made it 
ellary to do ſomething for the benefit of the company; 
tit was to ſerve them nine-pence in the pound weight 


te! the Americans would reſiſt at being able to drink 
r tea at nine-pence in the pound cheaper. 


ich, of all others, were moſt reprehenſible in this train of 
tical abſurdities.” Thr 


iſtol to preſent, but it would go to the filent committee, 


, for its . referred to the committee on the 26th, 
objected to it, as it did not deſire to be Lord Nerthy 


w-hack was allowed; that it was impoſfible- for him to 


hat is was unbecoming mats; = 
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r. Burke, in a very ſevere ſpeech, which he pointed Mr. Furl. 


. Burke replied, the noble lord had objected to one pe- Mr. Burke 


Lord North ſaid, That it was impoſſible for him to have Lord North. 


reply to this, Governor Fohn/tone roſe, and aid, he * Johns 
up t to ſpeak to a matter of fact; that he could not fore. 
fill and the noble lord plume himſelf on actions 


112 


giving a draw- back here, and laying a duty there: a pe 


being diſputed, he could not repeal all till that was fully 


rican diſcontent. But the golden bridge was refuſed; 
_ contrivances were ſet on foot to introduce the tea into Ar 
rica. I know, (ſaid he) the various intrigues, ſolicitatia 


raſh and fooliſh buſineſs. I proteſted againſt it, as contray 


. .- them of that great vent; and that the loſſes they have f 
.-» Suſtained, by ſending teas on their on account to Amen 
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lord to alledge this dangerous meaſure was adopted to { 
the Eaſt-India company, when it was notorious the EA 
India company had requeſted the repeal of the three- pen 
per pound in America, and felt and knew the abſurdity 


foliciſm in compyerce and politics. That the Eaſt-[n 
company offered their conſent, that government ſhould j 
tain ſix-pence in the pound on the exportation, if 

three-pence was remitted in America. That the nd 
lord had been requeſted and intreated, by the governor hi 
ſelf, in his place, to remove the cauſe of diſpute, and 

foretold the conſequence. of perſevering in error. I hatt 
noble lord had ſhewn, by his conduct, he was neither fim 
cier or politician, ox infatuated with thoſe about him. Ti 
the Eaſt. India company preſented the happieſt opportuni 
which.could have offered for removing with credit the c 
of difference. The noble lord himſelf had confeſſed, in 
pealing the other articles in the original act, that the tea: 
as much an anti-commercial tax as any of thoſe which we 
repealed on that principle; but the authority of parliame 


knowledged. Here, then, ſprung the happieſt occaſion 
doing right, without injuring the claims on either ſide, 
Eaſt - India company aſk : their ſituation required the reli 
It could not be alledged it was done at the inſtarfce of At 


and counter-ſolicitations, that were uſed to induce the cha 
man and deputy chairman of the company, to undertake 


the principles of their monopoly. Yet the power of mini 
prevailed, and the noble lord would now cover all thoſe f 
which-are. ready, from their conſequences, to convulſet 
empire, and credit for them as having been done with! 
moſt innocent intentions to ſerve the Eaft-India compali 
when, on the contrary, it muſt appear to every man, thut. 

ut of tea in their ware-houſes was chiefly occafioned by 

politic and anti-commercial impoſition of three-pe | 
pound in America, which deprived them, and ſtill dep til 


is likewiſe chargeable ta adminiſtration. If this is the n 


mer in which they ſerve their friends, I deſire till fich, 


counted among the number of their enemies. 
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uld be referred to the committee on the 26th, it paſſed 
ih: negative, 192 to 61. * r 2 
he petitition was from the wardens, and commonalty, of 
ſociety of merchants venturers of the city of Briſtol, under 
ir common ſeal; ſetting forth that a very beneficial and 
reaſing trade to the Britiſh colonies in America has been 
ried on from the port of Briſtol, highly to the advantage 


he kingdom in general, and of the ſaid city in particular ; 


almoſt every ſpecies of Britiſh manufactures, beſides Eaft 
lia goods, and other articles of commerce; and the returns 
made, not only in many valuable and uſeful commodities 
m thence, but alſo by a circuitous trade carried on with 


merchant, and improvent of his Majeſty's revenue; and 
t the merchants of the ſaid port are alſo deeply engaged in 
trade to the Weſt India iſlands, which by the exchange 
their produce with America, for proviſions, lumber, and 
er ſtores, are thereby almoſt wholly maintained, and eon- 
vently become dependent upon North America for ſup- 
t; and that the trade to Africa, which is carried on from 
ſaid port to a very conſiderable extent, is alſo dependent 
the flouriſhing ſtate of the Welt India iflands and America; 
| that theſe different branches of commerce give employ- 
nt, not only to a very numerous body of artiſts and ma- 
facturers, but alſo to a great number of ſhips, and many 
duſand ſeamen, by which means a very capital encreaſe is 
de to the nayal ſtrength of Great Britain'z and that- the 
ie to America has of late years ſuffered very conſiderable 
ks, the firſt of which was after the paſſing of the act for 
ying ſtamp duties there, which ſubjected the merchants 

to many and great loſſes and inconveniencies, and threa- 
(ded them with ruin, from which\the repeal of that act in 
following year removed their apprehenſions, and reſtored 
trade to its former flouriſhing ſtate; and that, in this 
aperous ſituation, the trade continued till the next year, 
en a act paſſed for levying duties on glaſs, paper, and 
er articles, in America, and it again received a conſiderable 
el; but the repeal of a great part of thoſe duties revived 
till the pa of certain acts of parliament, and other 
aſures lately adopted, cauſed ſuch a great.uneaſineſs in the 
nds of the inhabitants of America, as to make the mer- 
ants apprehenſive of the, moſt alarming conſequences, and 
uch, if not ſpeedily remedied, muſt involve them in utter 


ruin; 


Dn the ſame queſtion being put, whether the latter petition 


| that the exports from the ſaid port to America conſiſt of 


land and moſt parts of Europe, to the great emoiument of 
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this kingdom, and not leſs concerned, as Engliſhmen, 


| who, by the total ſtop put to the export trade to Ameri 


of the utmoſt importance; and that the faid city is hig 


| — . of manufacture are a whereby e 
others; on 2 2 ſeveral thouſand perſon 


. effefts of the ſtagnation of trade at pr proſe Gab 


their weten for thoſe already font; nh Bony We (ny 
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ruin; and the petitioners, as merchants, deeply interel 
in meafures which will ſo materially affect the commerce 


every thing that relates to the genera] welfare, cannot 
without emotion on the many thoufands of miſerable objed 


will be di charged — their manufactures for want of « 
ployment, and muſt be reduced to great diſtreſs; and 
petitioners look back with regret to thoſe times in whi 
2 trade ſuffered no interruption; but they n not 
ſuggeſt any particular mode of relief to the houſe, in \ 
ey place the moſt unreſerved confidence; | 
venture, however, to expreſs their wiſhes, that the ford 
ſyſtem of commercial policy may be taken into conſiderati 
and that the deſtructive breaches made in their trade, by | 
alarms to which is has been for many years ſubject, — 
eloſed, the peace of this great empire reſtored, and com 
pan fixed on the moſt ſolid and permanent fc 
| The other petition from Briſtol, was entitled : A petit 
of the merchants, traders, manufacturers, and others, oft 
city of Briſtol, whoſe - names are thereunto fubſcrit 
forth, that the trade to America, not only from 
port, the whole kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 


intereſted in its welfare, as from thence very large quantit 
of ſhips, ſeamen, 


pend for their daily fupport, whoſe cauſe, from motive 
humanity, excluſive of every advantage to themſelves, it 
comes duty to ſubmit to that tribunal, from u 
alone regreſs can be expected; and that the erade of the 
India iflands, in all its extenſive branches, efſentially c 
upon the continent of America, as many articles abſel 
neceſſary for the exiſtence of their inhabitants are only to 
had from thence, and any ſtop to the commerce and m 
being of North America muſt mutually affect the 
ſyſtem, being mediately or immediately connected with ea 
other; and that the petitioners already feel the unhay 


conſequence of certain acts made by the legiſlature of 
Britain, from which cauſe all orders for gs are 
manded, and the merchants in danger of being deprived! 
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mſtances before recited, many thouſands of induſtrious 
or are and will be deprived of ſubſiſtance, and merchants 
n of the largeſt property will be reduced to difficulties in 
ir fortunes and Credit heretofore unknown to them ; and 
it, in the, preſent criſis, ſo very alatming to the intereſt of 
trading part of theſe kingdoms, and in its conſequences 
the landed intereſt, ever dependent on each other, they 
e every reaſon to fear a total loſs of their trade, and every 
| that will attend an event ſo much to be deprecated; and 
refore praying the Houſe, to take the premiſes ſpeedily into 
ir ſerious conſideration, to adopt ſuch meaſures as will not 
y relieve them from the difficulties which preſs them on 
preſent exigency, but be a ſecurity againſt a return of 
ſe frequent interruptions to their trade they have for many 
rs experienced, which have made deſtruQive breaches in 
commercial intereſts, and diſturbed the concord of this 
t empire, ſo that the whole may be fixed on the ſame ſolid 
s which formerly united the mother country and her 
dnies, | 
January 24. 
Petition from the merchants of Glaſgow on American 
irs. Moved to be referred to the committee appointed 
onſider the American papers. e 
otion amended to be referred to a committee on the 25th, 
endment carried 68 againſt 26. RET . 
January 25. | 
etition from the merchants, &c. of Norwich on American 
rs; referred to the committee on the 27th. 
etition from Dudley, on the ſame; referred to the | 


etition from the inhabitants of Birmingham; ſetting forth, 

any relaxation in the execution of the laws reſpeQting ' 

colonies, will injure the commerce of Birmingham, an 

ing that the Houſe will exert their endeavours to ſupport _ 

authority of the laws. | "ra 

r. Burke moved to refer this petition to the committee Mr. Burke« | 
binted to conſider the American papers; obſerying that it 

ved to them. | | "3b 

ord North moved that it might be referred to a com; Lord North. 
= on the Zh r | 7 


r Thomas Fronjland defited the petitioners names might Sir Themes * 

rad. 4 | by 

rd North's amendment agteed to. a 8 | 

r Grorge Savile acquainted the houſe he had a petition to gir George 

nt from Mr, Bollan, Dr. 8 and Mr, Lee, praying be. 
* | to 
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to be heard on the petition which they had preſented to 
| King from the congreſs in America, which petition þ 
Majeſty had referred to the houſe, as they could explain 
throw great light upon it. 

The petition to the King not having been read, a ſhy 
debate aroſe on a point of order, whether this petition co 
be reccived before the former had been read? The houſe h 
ing thin, it was poſtponed, | | 

8 | Fanuary 26. 

Mr.Gaſ- Mr. Gaſcvigne moved, that the Speaker's chaplain be orden 

coigne® to preach before the houſe on the 3oth of January. 

Lord Fil- Lord Folk/ione objected ; thought the obſervance of the & 

fone, in the uſual manner, a reflection upon the revolutic 
When the cuſtom firſt prevailed many JoArines were he 
deſtructive of the rights of Engliſhmen, but the revoluti 
had entirely reprobated the former, and clearly aſcertain 
the laiter. 2 

Mr. Cf. Mr. Gaſcoigne ſaid, he moved it becauſe an act of pail 

Coigne. ment required it. ? 

Mr. Ey"g. Mr. Byng ſaid, the act of parliament did not order a 
ſermon to be preached. hh. | 

Sir C. Ther. Sir Gilbert Elliot contended, the queſtion was not upot 
matter of opinion, but whether the poſitive terms of an 1 
of parliament ſhould be obeyed.  - 

Mr. Wilkes. The Lord Mayor (Ar. Wilkes) ſaid, he was for the « 
ſervance of the day, but in a very different manner ; that 
ſhould be celebrated as a feſtival, not kept as a faſt ; th 
the death of that enemy of our liberties, of that odic 
tyrant, who was, in the great Milton's words, ipſe N 


„ 


Mr. A Mr. Byng reminded the houſe of the diſagreeable fin 
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cher country are of the ſame nature; and obſerving the 
nſtant averſion which the Britiſh legiſlature had for more 
in a century given to thoſe valuable objects they have been 
ght to admire the regulations by which that connection 
d been preſerved, and thoſe benefits ſecured, as the moſt 
Qual inſtitution which human wiſdom could haye framed 
thoſe ſalutary purpoſes ; preſuming therefore on this opi- 
on, and ſupported by this obſervation, the petitioners re- 
ſent to the houſe, that the fundamental policy of thoſe 
s of which they complain, and the propriety of enforcing, 
axing, or amending, the ſame, are queſtions 1 den 
ited with the commerce between Great Britain and Ame- 
a; and conſequently that the conſideration of the o1 e 
not be entered cn, without a full diſcuſſion of the other ; 
d that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that a committee 
th been appointed, to take into their conſideration certain 
pers preſented to the Houſe by Lord North on Thurſday 
e tgth inſtant ; and, * titles and dates of the ſaid pa- 

, and in particular No, 148 and 149 of the ſame, the 
titioners are warranted in preſuming that the ſajd papers 
cn WWntain matters reſpecting the preſent ſituation of America, 
d eſſentially concerning the mutual intereſts of the peti- 
dners and that country; and that, under all theſe circum- 
nces, the petitioners find reaſon ſincerely to lament that 
Houſe has thought fit to refer the conſideration of their 
d petition to any other committee than that to which the 
d papers had previouſly been referred, and the petitioners 
nceive that, by the reſolution to which the Houſe hath come, 
pecting the reference of their ſaid petition, they are abſo- 
ely precluded from the benefit of ſuch a hearing, in ſup- 
t of their ſaid petition, as can alone procure them that 
lief, which the importance and preſent deplorable ſtate of 
eir trade requires; and therefore praying the Houſe to take 
e premiſes into their immediate conſideration, and to direct 
at the petitioners may be heard, by themſerves or their 
ents, in ſupport of their ſaid former petition : and that no 
olution reſpecting America may be taken by the houſe, or 
y committee thereof, until the petitioners ſhall have been 
1 heard in ſupport of their ſaid petition.” ag 

he regular method of bringing this petition before the 
e committee, to whom the American papers were reſerred, 
ps to diſcharge the order which had referred the merchants 
ſt petition to the co ittee of the 27th, or, as it was 
mourouſly called by Mr. Burke, the Coventry committee. 


R 2 


Ir, Hayley therefore moved, that the ſaid order be —— Mr, Hayy, 
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of merchants, in referring their buſineſs, which was the by 


Mr. Hayley. | Mr, 


* 3. ol 


which others are to endure ruin, The contra 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1114 
He reſented the indignity and mockery put on a great by 


ſmeſs of the nation, and of the empire indeed, to a ſepan 
committee, whoſe object was pretended to be no more tt 
to form commercial regulations, which no petition had x 
quired or aſked ; and which committee had not a pretend 
concern in the great points of commercial policy, the ill cx 
duct of which threatened a moſt dangerous civil war, | 
expreſſed his fears, that the rejection of the information. 
the trading intereſt, and the precipitate hurry of reſolutia 
in an uninformed committee, or informed only fo far as n 
nity choſe, muſt drive on a civil war with America. 
Mr. Hetham ſupported Mr. Haley, on the principles of la 
juſtice, reaſon, and expediency. 

"The Right Hon. Hans Stanley choſe to perſuade himfe 
ſuch was his phraſe, that the intereſted and factious peo 
had induced the merchants to ſign their petitions; he x 
knowledged, that a ſtoppage to trade would be occafionet 
that the ſtock-holder and landed intereſt would be greatly 4 
fected by theſe diſputes ; but, ſaid, what of that? forth 
American trade was deſtructive, unleſs the ſupremacy ( 
parliament, and the rights of ſovereignty, were vigoroul 
aſſerted. if, in this attempt, our commerce ſhould be ſuſpe 
ded, our funds ſhauld ſuſtain a ſhock, and the landed pn 
prety ſhould experience a diminution, yet all theſe evilsm 
be patiently ſubmitted to, and merchants muſt forego the 
intereſt, for the ſake of permanent advantages which may 
expected when the Americans ſhall be ſubdued, if a plan 
ſubduing them be found expedient. = 

Hayley, to explain, ſaid a committee of three capit 
merchants attended the ſigning of the petition, to prevent i 
conſiderable or improper people putting their names to | 
Affirmed that no undue means were uſed to procure perſa 
to ſign it: on the contrary, the greateſt caution was taken 
many more would have ſigned it, but were prevented, either! 
not been nen to be concerned in the American trade, 
deemed too inconſideralle. | 
The Right Hon. T Townſhend replied to Mr. Stanley wit 
irony, accepting his acknowledgment of the diſtreſs th 
muſt fall on the commerce, the land- holder, and the ſtod 
holder; but the place holder, ſaid Mr. Townſhend, will batu 
in the ſunſhine of his country's ruin ; no diſtreſs of the pul 
lic can affect him; he may talk at caſe of the 8 Fl 

ors of ea 
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d may pant for a civil war; but the event of violent coun- 


> muſt ſhake to its very foundations the public credit, on 
ich every thing depends. 


n (meaning Mr. Burke) in his hand; wherein the elo- 
at declaimer aſſerted, that during nine long years we had 
n laſhed round the circle of miſerable argumentation, 
hout coming to any concluſion on the ſubject. The 
erican merchants he thought came too late; that ans 
tht not to have been filent ſo long; and that having fo 
& confided in parliament, they ought to continue that 
dence, He ſpoke of the relation of parent and child 
ſubſiſted between the countries; ſuppoſed ingratitude in 
child, and wiſhed for its chaſtiſement. 


(ct for regulating their paper currency ; and from their 
iſſion to that, he cor.cluded they ought to ſubmit to 
y act of Engliſh legiſlature. He entertained no doubt 
ſome reſolutions for preſerving the ſupremacy wauld an- 
every end of the merchant's petition, and re/tore trade. 


aper currency with very little reſpect, and ſaid Mr. Jen- 
on's diſcourſe had not even the moſt remote tendency to 
e this, or any other point. For what argument (ſaid he) 
be drawn from the inſtance of an act to prevent paper 
encies, to prove that the merchants of London ought 
to be heard in the American committee? The moſt de- 
lated paper currency ever iſſued by Rhode, iſland, in its 
it times, was not more different from good money than 
muß talk from ſound argument. The other gentleman (Mr. 
i) was fitting member laſt parliament, I thought he 
a good right to his ſeat. I lamented that the public had 
ken even years been deprived of the benefit of his talents ; 
ſuppoſe this had been the ſame parliament whoſe acts he 
ds, and of whoſe injuſtice he was the protomartyr, and 
he had till the laſt ſeſſion been ſilent, and that his mo- 
had perſuaded him to defraud the houſe of the benefit 
ys talents to the laſt hour, would that ſeptennial ſilence 
och argue that he ought not to be heard at the end of the 
atten years, when he at laſt choſe to interfere in the debates? 
| we would have heard him patiently and calmly : nay, if 
igument had required an anſwer, we would have an- 
d him, He then turned to Sir Gilbert Elliot, who — 

e 


r. Lewis ſaid he had a ſpeech of an honourable gentle- Mr. Lewis. 


The Right Hon. C. Jenkin/on ſaid, parliament had a right Rt. Hon. c. 
zeulate the internal concerns of America, He inſtanced Jenkinon. 


r. Burke followed Mr. Jenkinſon. He treated the talk Mr. Burke. 
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the former debate had argued, that the houſe was already per. 
fectly acquainted in general with the trade and its importance, 
and admitted in its full extent whatever the merchants could 
alledge. He faid that this gentleman was rather too ready 
to take the meaſure of mankind from himſelf ; and becauſe 
he was fo very knowing, did not ſufficiently condeſcend to the 
Ignorance of others. Baut whatever the knowledge of any 
gentleman, or of any individual in the Houſe might be, there 
was a great difference between knowing and feeling. That 
the honourable gentleman could eaſily abſtract and genen. 
lize his ideas even to the genus generaliſſimum; but the nature 
of mankind was ſuch, that general obſervations affected their 
minds in a ſlight and indiſtinct manner, when the detail of 
particulars, and the actual ſubſtance of things, made a moſt 
forcible impreſſion. He iliuſtrated this by a ſtory of a learned 
prince, who was of the ſame part of the iſland to which ve 
owe the honourable gentleman ; James the firſt, who, a 
Oſborn tells the ſtory, having ordered a preſent of 20,000], 
for one of his favourites ; his treaſurer, a wary and prudent 


' miniſter, well read in human nature, and knowing how littl 


the general expreſſion of things operates, and that the words 
20,000 pounds were as eaſily pronounced as 20,000 farthing, 
contrived to place the whole ſum in avaſt heap before the King 
_ as he paſſed to his levee, in good Jacobus's ; when 

ing was taken out of his generals, and ſaw the money it- 
felf ſpread out before his eyes, he was frightened at what be 
was about, and threw himſelf in great agony on the maſs d 
gold, and ſcrambling up a handful or two, there, ſaid he 
« Ge'en that, that's enough.“ Now, ſaid he, if we areto 
be generous” in ſacrificing our trade to eur dignity, let u 
know what the value of the ſacrifice is that we make; bet 
us not be generous in the dark; true generoſity is to gi, 
and ſee, and know whatever we give. Let us then ſee thi 
thing, this trade, we are to give up for our dignity. You! 
dignity may be worth it all, but let us be informed by the 
merchants what all really is. To be generous, without 
knowing what we give, is not liberality but negligence; 
and fearleſſneſt arifing from ignorance, is not courage but i 
fenſibility, He faid that the reaſon given by thoſe who {edt 
the petitions to the Coventry committee, for not referring thei 
to that on American papers, was of a moſt extraordinary an 
unheard of nature; it was, that the reſolutions of that com- 
mittee were to be ſolely on the grounds of policy, and that tl 
commercial examination would delay the meaſures 
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on for keeping information from it; how did they know 
vhat meaſures would be purſued there, and on what princi- 
les? Was there any inſtruction to the committee ſo to con- 
Ine itſelf ? or was it that the miniſtry had already not only 


nances, and their finances muſt depend upon. their com- 


down, eſpecially as colonies and commerce are inſeparably 
onnected. 
He then lamented the miſeries of a civil war, incurred by 


the revenue 1mpoveriſhed—the poor ſtarving - manufac- 
ures ſtagnating the poor-rate running into the land- tax, 
d both devouring the eſtates. He ſaid whenever the black 


em of ſuch a chain of blunders and neglects, as would bring 


s adverſary, but ſaw that in the enemy's arms was enfolded 


bu, and ſee whether it be your child that America has in 
arms ; ſee of what. value that child is, and examine whe- 
fr 1 ought to ſhoot; and if you muſt, to ſhoot ſo as to 
od wounding what is deareſt to you in the world. With- 
texamining 24 trade you cannot do this. 


den I neglect of thoſe who ſent them reduced to a moſt hame- 
a fituation, and diſhonourably intrenched within the lines 
on- Wo cumvallation, which. a neceſſary precaution for their own 
tee obliged them to form. 'T hat the. contrary effect of 
Car at the miniſter had promiſed, was foretold; but that the 


niſter, forſooth, in his uſual negligence avowed, that when 
he 


or the coercion of America, This was to anticipate and 
redetermine the future proceedings in a committee, as a rea- 


alved what that committee was to do, but reckoned upon it 
> much as a certainty, and as a matter ſo juſtifiable, that 
ey did not ſcruple to avow it, and to make it a ground of 
zument for what the Houſe ought, or ought not to have 
ought before its committee. his proceeding he thought 
jo leis alarming than unprecedented. That if they meant 
oftility, the reaſon they gave for not hearing was the ſtrongeſt, 
r it, But as their war ever muſt be dependent upon their 


erce, the true ſtate of that commerce was neceſlary to be , 


ke precipitate ignorance of adminiſtration, Trade deſtroyed 


d bitter day of reckoning ſhould come, he would convict 


ngeance on their heads. He concluded with drawing the 
ure of the archer who was going to draw his bow againſt 


s own child. Let your commerce (ſaid he) come before 


reſt terms, the acts of the laſt parliament, as framed on falſe _ 
0rmation, were conceived in weakneſs and ignorance, and 
ccuted with negligence. We were promiſed that on the 
ly appearance, of troops, all was to be tranquility at Boſton, , 
t ſo far from ſubduing the ſpirit. of that people, they were 


Mr. Charles Fox on the ſame ſide. He arraigned in the ſe- Mr. F 


bl 
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he was purſuing a meaſure of the laſt degree of importance, 
thought it treaſonable in him, though the ſtrength of the 
words he afterwards diſavowed, yet he thought it would be 
blameable in him ſo much as to enquire what the effects were 
to be of his meaſures. He believed it was the firſt time ang 
miniſter dared to avow that he thought it his duty not © 
enquire into the effects of his meaſures; but it was ſuitable 
to the whole of the noble lord's conduct, who had no ſyſtem 
or plan of conduct, no knowledge of buſineſs; that he had 
often declared his unfitneſs for his ſtation, and he agreed that 
his conduct juſtified his declaration; and that the country 
was — and on the point of being involved in a civil 
war by his incapacity, He pledged himſelf to join Mr, 
Burke, in purſuing him, and bringing him to anſwer the 
miſchiefs occaſioned by his inſufficiency, his inconſiſt. 
ency, and his incapacity ; that he ſaid not this from reſent- 
ment, but from a view of the deſtructive proceedings of a 
bad miniſter. 

Colonel Barre began with a ſhort and ſpirited hiſtory of 
the late parliament, who, (ſaid he) began their political liſe 
with a violation of the ſacred right of election in the caſe of 
Middleſex ; they had died in the act of popery, when they 
eſtabliſhed the Roman catholic religion in 8 ; and they 
had left a rebellion in America, as a legacy. He aſſerted, in WW p: 
favour. of the Americans, and in contradiftion to Lord BW to 
George Germaine, that the Americans did draw a line, a jul! H. 
and reaſonable line, which had been a line of peace, and tio 
would be ſo again, if we had ſenſe enough to return to it. The ¶ to 
Americans, he inſiſted on it, required no more; and they hal f. 
too much juſtice on their fide, to be ſatisfied with leſs. He BW bo 
flatly denied that they had objected to the declaratory act; for Wi beg 
proof he referred to Mr. Dickenfon's phamphlet, entitled Wi ex: 
a new eſſay,” &c. on which he paſſed the ſtrongeſt eulogium: Wi hu 
be concluded with a ſtory which his friend Mr. Burke's a- WW er: 

cher had, he ſaid, put him in mind of; nothing could be | 

more oppoſite, There was another ſtory, he ſaid, of the f- (en 

mous W. Tell, who being ordered to ſhoot an apple off bis Wi bel 

child's head, effectually did it, and the tyrant who had given ll wi 

the inhuman command, ſeeing him draw out another arron, Wl Mr 

ſaid to him, What another arrow ? what further can you 

do?” Oni, dit-il, il y a une autre; et Ceft pour toi, tyrant, je 

tinte. | | | ? 

* Mr. Solicitor Mr. Solicitor General endeavoured to take the queſtion if 
General. ſeveral points of view; but the main ſcope of his _— 
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went upon a propoſition of quieting the merchants, by paſhng 
2 law, obliging the ſeveral provinces in America to pay the 
reſpective debts due by the inhabitants of the ſaid provinces, 
to the merchants of this country, 


Lord North ſaid the queſtion had been fo ably and fully Lord wrt. 


diſcuſſed, it would be preſumption in him to rife at ſuch a 
late hour of the night, to treſpaſs on the indulgence of the 
Houſe ; he ſhould therefore decline it: but he thought it ne- 
vertheleſs incumbent on him, to ſay a word in anſwer to 
ſome infinuations, and ſome grneral charges made againſt 
him by two honourable gentlemen [Meſſ. Burke and Fox.] 
He obſerved, that thoſe gentlemen conſtantly made a point, 
not even of attacking, but threatening him. As to general 
charges, be could only anſwer them in general terms ; and 
when that black, bitter, trying day ſhould come, which had 
been prophecied os one of thoſe gentlemen, and that he ſhould 
bring any particular charge againſt him, he truſted he ſhould 
be able to give it a particular anſwer. As to the other, who 
found ſo many cauſes of cenſure, and who diſclaimed all re- 
ſentment, he was ſure, though he now diſcovered in him ſo 
much incapacity and negligence, there was a time, when h 


* 


approved of at leaſt ſome part of his conduct. | 


Lord George Germaine began with a juſtification of the laſt rd 
parliament at large; and inſiſted that in their proceedings Germaine. 


towards America, they had gone upon ſufficient information, 
Hemade a ſtrong —— on dignity. His lordſhip men- 
tioned the declaratory act, profeſſing not to addreſs himſelf 
to thoſe who denied our right to tax America, but to thoſe who 
favoured the declaratory act; they, his lordſhip inſiſted, were 
bound to ſupport the idea of ſubduing America; the con- 
feſſion of the right, implied the propriety and neceflity of 
exerciſing it. His lordfhip vrofeſied, that if the Americans 
humbly applied for the repeal of the tea duty, he would 
grant it. 


Mr. Fox, in reply to Lord North. That my private re- Nr. Far. 


ſentments have not affected my public conduct, will be readily 

delieved, when I might have long ſince juſtly charged him 
wich the moſt unexampled treachery and falſhood.“ Here 
Mr. Fox was called to order, and the houſe grew clamorous, 
e ſat down twice or thrice, and on riſing each time, repeated 
the ſame words ; but at length, affuring the Houſe, he would 

abſtain from every thing perſonal, he was permitted to pro- 
ceed. He then repeated his former charges of negligence, 
capacity, and inconſiſtency; and added, that though he 
i one time approved of part of his conduct, he never ap- 
8 proved 


124 


Lord North, 


Mer. Bur ke. 


brought up? The houſe divided, ayes 68, noes 218. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


proved of it all, of which a ſtronger proof could not be gg 
than that he differed from him. He charged all the preſq 
diſputes with America, to his negligence and incapacity, 2 
inſtanced his inconſiſtency in the caſe of the Middlef 
election. It was true, he ſaid, the noble lord had often cop 
felled his incapacity, and from a conciouſneſs of it, preteni e 
a willingneſs to reſign ; but the event proved that whate«iſ* 
his conciouſneſs might have been, his love of the emolumen MP" 
of office had compleatly conquered it. 

Lord North replied, that the high poſt he now occuyie 
was not of his own ſeeking, but was ſubmitted to, becau 
he thought it his duty to obey the commands laid on hin; 
that whatever interpretation might be put by the honourh| 

ntleman, he well knew, that it was no deſire of his to recti 

is preſent fituation : that that gentleman was no ſtrange 
to how he had been tried on many critical occaſions, particy 
larly when we were threatened with a Spaniſh war, in th 
affairs of the Eaſt India company, &c. 

Mr. Burke roſe to explain, but the clamour and call u 
order were ſo great that he was obliged to fit down unheard; 
to uſe his own words, in a Torrent of candour, and 1 
ſtorm of moderation.“ | | 

The houſe divided on Mr, Hayley's motion; ayes b 
noes 250. 

Sir George Savile offered to preſent a petition from Willian 
Bollan, Benjamin Franklin, and Arthur Lee, Eſqrs. ſtating 
that they were authorized by the American continental cot 
greſs, to preſent the petition of the congreſs to the King 
which petition his Majeſty had referred to the Houſe, a 
defiring to be heard in ſupport of that petition at the bars 
the houſe, 

The queſtion was put, whether the petition ſhould k 


Petitions from the merchants of Liverpool; manufady: 
rers of Mancheſter ; traders of Wolverhampton, &c. relating * 
to the trade of North America, were preſented, and il 


referred to the ſame committee that the petitions from Lot : a 
don, &c. were referred to. 

| | Fanuary 27. petit 
The committee appointed to take the petitions of MH 
merchants into confideration, ſat. The committee v half 


There was a debate upon this queſtion, but it was princip Wie 
upon order. See 117: the American papers not 
been read. "Yy | 5 
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formed that Mr. Thomas Wooldridge from the committee 
if Londen merchants, who had petitioned, attended. He 
called to the bar; and addreſſed the Houſe in the 
allowing words: I am directed by the committee of 
nerchants, traders, and others, of the city of London, con- 
erned in the commerce of America, to repreſent to this 
jonourable committee, that merchants revealing at this bar 
he ſtate of their affairs is a meaſure which all would 
wiſh to avoid, unleſs upon ſuch great occaſions as the 
reſent, where the public weal is evidently at ftake, when 
eir duty as good ſubjects requires it of them: but when 
he mode of examination is ſuch as totally precludes them 
rom anſwering the great public object, which in their 
pinion is clearly the caſe at preſent ; they beg leave humbly 
to ſignify, that they wave appearing before the committee 
which has been appointed; and that the merchants are not 
nder any apprehenſions reſpecting their American debts, 
unleſs the means of remittance ſhould be cut off by mea- 
ures that may be adopted in Great Britain,” 
The committee broke up. The Speaker reſumed the ; 
hair. American papers read. | | 
Another petition from Birmingham was preſented, of 
he ſame nature with thoſe from London, Briftol, &c. ſetting 
orth the hardſhips of the petitioners, if the trade to North 
America is not reſtored, This petition was a counter- 
petition to the other from the ſame place, and ſaid to be 
ned by the perſons really intereſted in, the trade to 
orth America. 
Adjourned to January 31. 
anuary 31. | 

Mr. Burke moved, that it be an inſtruction to the Mr, Burks, 
ommittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it is referred 
to conſider of the petition of the merchants, traders, and 
dthers, of the city of London, concerned in the commerce 
ff North America, that they do enquire into the manner 
ff procuring and ſigning the petition of the inhabitants 
if the town and neighbourhood of Birmingham, which 
was preſented o the Houſe upon the 25th; and alſo the 
etition of ſunt y merchants, factors, and manufacturers, 
o Birmingham, in the county of Warwick, on the be- 
half of themſelves and others in that neighbourhood, who 
Ire intereſted in the trade from thence to North America, 
which was preſented to the Houſe upon the 27th; and 
ow far the perſons ſeverally figning the ſame are con- 
cerned in the trade to North America, 

Sy This 


* 
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This brought on a debate reſpecting the manner in 
which the petitions had been ſigned, and by whom. Tha 
the firſt petition from Birmingham was figned by perſons 
not concerned in the trade to North America and there. 
fore ought not to have the leaſt weight with parliament; 
that the ſecond petition from Birmingham being fignel 
by the perſons really intereſted, and merited a ferioy 
conſideration. 

SirW.Boger, © Sir V. Bagot oppoſed the motion. 

Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke replied; adding, that the perſons who ſignel 
the firſt petition were not in the leaſt concerned in the 

trade to North America, and that they chiefly conſiſt 
of ſhopkeepers; he then read a paper, containing an re- 
count of the manner in which the petition was procured: 
viz, On the 11th Jan. 1775, a meeting of the merchant, 

* traders, &c. of Birmingham, was held, to conſider of 

proper methods to be purfued on account of the alarm- 
ing ſituation of their trade, when it was unanimouſly n. 
folved to wait and ſee what the North American merchant 
in London did, and to be guided by them. | 
On the 17th another meeting was held, when it wa 
Iikewiſe reſolved to petition parliament. At this meeting 
a Mr. Bolton ſaid, he did not think petitioning would 
have any good effect; but he had a friend next hin 
{Dr. Roebuck} who knew more of the matter, 
- Dr. Roebuck after apologiſing for his neither being 1 
trader nor inhabitant, deſired them by no means to pet- 
tion parliament ; for, by a converſation he had lately wit 
| a lord of the treaſury, he was acquainted that a petition 
to Lord North would be much better, he being the only 

| | perſon that could give them redreſs; and that, to | 
certain knowledge, there was at that time in the bout 

of commons, four members to one determined to execuſt 
the laws in force againſt America. 

In this manner did Dr. Roebuck endeavour to hind 

the people from petitioning parliament ; but, nothwit 
ſtanding his endeavours, a committee was appointed, ail 

. a petition prepared, which, after a few amendments, mt 

with almoſt uniyerſal approbation, and public notice, if 
advertiſement, was repeatedly given, that it lay at the Dolph 
in Birmingham to be ſigned. 

In the interim the petition in queſtion was procun 
by Dr. Roebuck, and carried about from houſe to houk 
clandeſtinely, without the leaſt notice, to be ſigned. 
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Mr. Rice objected to the motion, becauſe the petition in Mr. Rice. 
weſtion, according to his opinion, contained more good 

nſe and ſound nctity than all the other petitions prefented 

ut together. | 

Mr. Burke anſwered Mr. Rice, defiring to now“ whe- Mr. Burke. 
er it was ſound policy for merchants to wiſh to go to war 

ith the people with whom they dealt?“ | 

Sir John Mrotteſiy (aid, he ſhould agree to the motion, as sir Jeb 
e was certain it would redound to the petitioners honour ; Wrerrefly. 


che ſame time begged leave to remind the Houſe, that 

he e trade of the neighbourhood of Birmingham was far more 
 WEctenſive than that of Birmingham itſelf, He aſked 

-r. Burke, whether he was ready to diſcuſs the Briſtol | 
1: WSctition? Mr. Burke replied, yes. pe: 


Mr. Fox obſerved, that if any gentlemen ſuggeſted, that 317. Fax. 


| 
4 he Briſto! petition was ſurreptitiouſly obtained, and offered 
m. prove it, the Houſe ought to hear it; but that it came 
u. ith an ill grace from miniſtry, to ſay, that the motives and 
anner of, obtaining petitions, was not to be conſidered, 
when their only anſwer to the petitions diſapproving their 
120 onduct, was, that they were furreptitio obtained; that 
ing ndeed there was one difference between the miniſter's impu- 


ation and Mr, Burke's charge ; their's was a mere voluntary 
uggeſtion of their own ; Mr, Burke offered proof of his. 
Rigat Honourable T. Town/hend was for the motion, Right Hon. 


o 1 ing, that if the allegations ſet forth by the honourable 7: 7-5 
eti- entleman [Mr. Burke] were true, the perſons guilty of 

rid N ſuch a petition ought to be looked on as cri- 

tion nals. 


dir Gilbert Elliat contended, that the perſons who pe- Sir Gilbee 
titioned had not been guilty of the leaſt fraud, for they Ella. 
tiled themſelves only the inhabitants of the town and 
eichbourhood of Birmingham; and certainly no gentle- 

man would deny but the petitioners were inhabitants, if 


der ot traders. | | 
i-B Mr. Burke admitted they might be inhabitants, but con- Mr. Barks 
al ended that the counter petition, delivered on the 27th, 
met Wo! “ the principal merchants, traders, manufacturers, and 
lors of Birmingham,” ought to have a preference to 
phi WWW wat of the inhabitants only.“ 

1 2 Sir 
— The thanks of the merchants, traders, and manufacturers 


of Birminghatn, concerned in the trade to America, having 
been given to Mr. Burke for his conduct in this buſineſs, the 
lowing is a copy of the letter of thanks. T 

- | 0 
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Sir E. Aftey. Sir Edward Aſtley obſerved, that had there not been 2 
counter petition, he ſhould have given a negative to the 
motion, but as the counter petition, in his opinion, carrie 
ſo much more importance with it, he ſhould give his hearty 
affirmative to the motion. | 

The Houſe divided, for the motion 37; againſt it $, 


nnn... 


To EDMUND BURKE, Esg. 


S I R, Birmingham, Feb. 8, 111;, 
The merchants and manufacturers who have had a prin- 
cipal ſhare of the American trade from this town and neigh- 
bourhood, beg your acceptance, through our hands, of their 
warmeſt acknowledgments for your lideral ſupport of out 
petition to the honourable Hou: of commons, wherein are 
Rated the evils we already feel, and the greater we have jet 
to apprehend from a continued ſtagnation of ſo important z 
branch of our commerce as that with North America. 

At the ſame timg we alſo unite in expreſſing our particulir 
thanks for the motion you was pleaſed to make for an enquir 
into the manner of both the late petitions from the town of 
Birmingham having been obtained, an enquiry which could 
ſcarcely have failed to give ſome uſeful intelligence, and to 
have fully juſtified our application to parliament at fo critic 
a juncture. a 

We cannot wonder, Sir, that defamation ſhould have made 
its appearance on ſuch an occaſion as this, which is the noto- 

rious evidence of a weak cauſe, and whoſe miſchiefs we ar 
perſuaded will beas tranſient as its efforts have been intemperate. 

We only take the liberty, therefore, of adding our ſinceꝶ 
wiſhes, that you may long fill your diſtinguiſhed place in the 
Britiſh Senate, and that your perſevering endeavours to pte, 
ſerye the rights of the ſubject, to maintain the proſperity d 
our commerce, and to ſecure the tranquility of this extenſine 
empire, may meet with a ſucceſs adequate to the patfotic 2c 
with which they are rr Being with the greateſt reg 

R, 
Your much obliged and moſt obedient ſervants 


S. FxETn, | KETTLE, J. STARTIN, 


Twice, Richakps, G. RvussELL 


Russ LL, - SMITH, » WezLcn, 99 
R. RARBOxk, . WELcn, BI xoEAN, in 
J. Wartkinson, J. Rickazps, . W ALFORD» 
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wh. The Houſe was called over, 


BY Mr. $wbridge moved for leave to bring in a bill to ſhorten Mr. Sw- 
the duration of parliaments, He ſaid he declinedentering in- . 


boa detailed view of t queſtion, or minutely taking it in the 
the ſeveral ſtriking lights in which it preſented itſelf. He ad- 
'\ WW verted to the lea ing characteriſtics of ſome former parlia- 
— MWEocnts : the tyrant Henry the Eighth's were ſervile ; that of 
1641 a violent aſſembly ; the long one of Charles the Second 
was aptly diſtinguiſhed by the name of the pen/ionedparliamentz 
dut 5 thoſe ſeveral qualities of — violence, and pro- 
'5 Wfitution, were at once united in the laſt. He could not, he 
. dad, as yet venture to pronounce on the complexion of the 
8 preſent, but he was afraid it Id prove itſelf the true off · 
er priog of its imputed political father [the miniſter}; if ſo, he 
dad very little good, for his own part, to expect from i 
7 Mr, Oliver ſeconded the motion, with a ſhort ſpeech. 


' BY The Lord Mayor I Mr. Wilkes] ſaid, The queſtion now Mr. Vila 


ebe the Houſe has been ſo frequently and fo ably ſpoken to 
the honourable gentleman who made the motion, and is in 
ſoperfeAly underſtood, that I ſhall trouble you with lit: 
le more on this occafion than to return him my hearty thanks 
for his truly patriotic endeavours and noble perſeverance in a 
bulinefs of this importance. Frequent parliaments, Sir, are 
e ancient conſtitution of England, and the right of the peo- 
le to them ariſes from the nature of all delegated power. If 
| tative acts contrary to the duty of the truſt tepoſed 
in him at the very firſt ſeſſion of a parliament, is it fit that his 
onſtituents ſhould be compelled to wait till the end of a te- 
ious period of ſever years, before they are to have an oppor- 
nity of depriving him of a power he has already abuſed ? 
| think the caſe I hays mentioned, Sir, actually exiſts as to 

bis very parliament.” Gentlemen have talked of the late 
parliament in the s of reproach and indignation which fo 
rofligate an aſſembly merited. But I fear, Sir, the preſent 
atliament are treading In the ſame ſteps which led their pre- 
leeſſors to the utter hatred of the nation. The people 
out doors, eſpecially in the capital, make no ſeruple to 
rm, that the majority of this Houſe have, even thus early, 
none great inſtance, acted contrary to the plain duty which 
ley owe to their country, and to the ſacred truſt repoſed ig 
dem. I allude, Sir, to the contempt ſhewn of the petition 
f fo reſpectable a body as the merchants trading to North” 
merica ; and this they have done in defiance of all the great 
principles of the 2 Lam ſorry tv obſerye that the 


Il 
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Mr. Moyſy. Mr. Meyſcy entered into a clear and ſubſtantial inveſtig 
tion of the queſtion, took notice of the efforts made by tit 
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fear is become very Shel, that from this early abuſe of thei 
truſt, the delegated powers the ſame men have ſo lately re. 
ceived, for the ſecurity and preſeryation of our rights, will l 
em * through a courſe of the next ſeven years, for au 

firy ion, and that of our fellow ſubjects in America, aul 
the ruin of our common liberty, notwithſtanding the preſen 
excellent motion of the honourable gentleman. A new u. 
gument, Sir, in favour of the motion in your hand, ſeems x 
this time to ariſe from the nature of many of the petitions fu 
undue elections, whcih have been preſented to us this ſeſſion, 
They complain chiefly of bribery and corruption. Shar 
parliaments, Sir, if they did not totally eradicate this mol 
pernicious practice, would certainly greatly diminiſh the evi, 
nor at the return of frequent appeals to the people, woull 
the public money, in a miniffer's hands, be always adequate u 
count act the wiſhes of the nation; nor the floodgates of the 
treaſury being opened, in ſuch a caſe, afford torrents copious 
enough to carry away all ſenſe of duty to the conſtitution, « 
love of our country. | 

I will only trouble you, Sir, with one more ſhort obſerm. 
tion. I look upon this motion as a kind of teſt, which mut 
come home to our conſciences, It cannot fail of meeting, inths n 
Houſe, the ſupport of the true friends of the conſtitution, d di 
all who mean to act honeſtly, as well as the oppoſition of the 
venal and intereſted, of thoſe who have already forgotten 50 
their duty to their conſtituents, and of thoſe who think light: 
ly of all ſuch ties and obligations. Thoſe who havetheriel 
well of their conſtituents will always rejoice at the opporti 
nity of applying for the moſt frequent proofs of regard att 
truſt, will deſire and ſolicit this appeal; who have acted con- 
trary to the clear dictates of their duty, will dread every ſuck 
occaſion, and tremble at the very dag the ſpirited indigns 
tion with which they would be reje 


great conſtitutional Whigs immediately after the Revolutio 
to obtain the triennial law; of the great benefits derive 
from that law, during a courſe of upwards of twenty yeah 
and the great political motives which produced its repeal, 
the firſt year of George the Firſt, He ſaid thoſe motives dc 
— in temporary expediency ; that the meaſure was c 

ted to on the principle of immediate preſervation and fiatt: 
neceflity ; and as thoſe cauſes no longer ſubſiſted, every c 
lour of reaſon and argument for retaining ſeptennial parlit 


ments muſt fall with the motives which gave birth to je 


4 
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Serjeant Glynn contended that th preſent mode of con. Setzen 
vening parliaments was repugnant to the great principles of Glynn. 
the conſtitution, and would in the end, he predicted, be de- 
ſructive of the conſtitution itſelf, 
There was no reply. T 
The Houſe divided ; for the motion 104, againſt it 195. 

* 


* February a2. 

1 A petition of the planters of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies 

ending in Great-Britain, and of the merchants of London 

n Wtrading to the ſaid colonies, was preſented to the Houſe, and 

* zead; ſetting forth, that the petitioners are exceedingly alarm- 

ed at an agreement and aſſociation entered into, bythe oon- 

bels held at Philadelphia, in North America, on the 5th day 

c September, 1774, whereby the members thereof agreed 

(ad aſſociated, for themſelves and the inhabitants of the ſe- 
4 oeral provinces lying between Nova Scotia and G@rgia, that 4 
ou; from and after the firſt day of September, 1774, they would _ 
ost import into Britiſh America any Melaſſes, Syrups, Pa- 4 
N neles, Coffee, or Piemento, from the Britiſh plantations; 4 
nd that after the 10th day of September, 7 5, if the acts 
of Fan the parts of the acts of the Britiſh parliament therein i 


thy nentioned, are not repealed, they would not directly, or in- 
of dice rt any merchandize or commodity whatſoever 
7 to the Indies; and repreſenting to the Houſe that the 
n ntiſh property in the Weſt India iſlands amounts to up- 
oh wards of thirty millions ſterling ; and that a further proper- 


ty & many millions is employed in the commerce created 

the ſaid iſlands, a commerce comprehending Africa, the E 
Indies and Europe ; and that the whole profits and produce 
of thoſe capitals ultimately center in Great Britain, and add 
to the national wealth, while the navigation neceſſary to all 
ts branches, eſtabliſhes a ſtrength which wealth can neither 


gn purchaſe nor balafiee ; and that the ſugar plantations in the HB 
iow WY <ft Indies are ſubject to a greater variety of contingencies | 
ban many other ſggcies of property, from their n de- 

tion, endence on external ſupport ; and that therefore, ſhould 

et 


rruption happen in the general ſyſtem of their com- 
merce, the great — Cakes Kr and employed 
mult become unprofitable and precarious ; and that the pro- 
ts ariſing from the preſent ſtate of the ſaid iſlands, and that 
we likely to-ariſe from their future improvement, in a great 
mealure depend on a free and reciprocal intercourſe between 
dem and the ſeveral provinces of North America, from 
dence they are furniſhed with proviſions: and other ſupplies 
adic utely neceſſary — W 
F 2 | their 
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their plantations ; and Mat the ſcarcity and high price, in 
Great Britain and other parts of Europe, of thoſe articles of 
indiſpenſible neceffity, which they now derive from the mig. 
dle colonies of America, and the inadequate population in 
ſome parts of that continent, with the ditance, danger and 
uncertainty, of the navigation from others, forbid the peti. 
tioners to hope for a ſupply in any degree proportibnate to 
their wants; and that, if the firſt part of the ſaid agreement 
and aſſociation for a non-importation hath taken place, and, 
ſhall be continued, the ſame will be highly detrimental to the 
ſugar colonies ; and that, if the ſecond part of the ſaid agree. 
ment and aſſociation for a non-exportation ſhall be carried * 
into execution, which the petitioners do firmly believe will 
happen, unleſs the harmony that ſubſiſted a few years 
between this kingdom and: the provinces of America, to 
infinite tage of both, be reſtored, the iſlands, which 
are ſupplied with moſt of their ſubſiſtence from thence, wil 
be reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs, and the trade between al 
the iſlands and this kingdom will of courſe be obſtructei, 
to the-diminutiqn of the public revenue, to the extreme in- 
jury of a great number of planters, and to the great preju« 
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therefore praying the Houſe, to take into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration that great political ſyſtem of the colonies her- 
toſdre fo very beneficial to the mother country and herde- 
pendencies, and adopt ſuch meaſures as to them ſhall ſeem 
meet, to prevent the evils with which the petitioners ary 
threatened, and to preſerve the intercourſe between the Weſ⸗ 
India:iflands and the northern colonies, to the general har- 
mony and-laſting benefit of the whole Britiſh empire; and 
' © that they may be heard, by themſelves, theit agents, or coun- 
ſel, in ſupport of their petition. a 5 
. Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the con- 
ſideration of the committee of the whole Houſe, - to who 
the petition of the merchants, traders, and others, of the citf 
of London, concerned in the commerce of North America 


Ae Houſe refolvred itſelfĩnto a committee. 1 
Led Mertb. Bord (North; recapitulated the information: contained in 

the papers; diſcriminated the tempers of the colonies ; 
pointed. out thoſe where moderation prevailed ;. and whe? 
vi j was concealed under. the appearance of duty 
and: ſubmiſſion; and named ſuch as he thought wh 
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nia a Gate of actual rebellion. He ſpoke of arts which he 
of aſſerted were employed on both ſides the Atlantic to raiſe this 
|. ſeditious ſpigit He drew a compariſon between the bur- 
Lens borne by the people of Great Britain and thoſe of Ame- 
d rica, The annual taxes paid by the. inhabitants of Great 
i Britain, he ſaid, amounted to ten millions ſterling, excluſive 
o of the expences of collection, and the number of inhabitants 
it of Great Britain he ſuppoſed to be eight millions, therefore 
every inhabitant pays at leaſt twenty- five ſhillings annually. 
The total taxes of the continent of America amount to no 
than ſeventy-five thouſand pounds ; the number of in- 
* of America are three millions, therefore an inhabi- 
tant of America pays no more than ſixpence annually.“ He 
then proceeded to lay down the legiſlative ſupremacy of par- 
lament ; ſtated the meaſures adopted by America to reſiſt 
it, and the almoſt univerſal confederacy of the golonies, in 
that reſiſtance. Here, he ſaid, he laid his foot on the great 
barrier, which ſeparated, and for the preſent diſunited both 
countries; and on this ground alone of reſiſtance and de- 
nial, he raiſed every argument leading to tha motion. he in- 
tended to make; which he ſaid would be for an addreſs to 
the King and for a conference with the lords that it might 
be the joint addreſs of both Houſes, He hinted, the mea- 
ſures intended to be purſued, in caſe the King ſhould agree 
to comply with their addreſs, were, to ſend more force; ta 
bring in a temporary act to put a ſtop: to all the foreign trade 
of New England, particularly to their fiſhery on the banks 
of Newfoundland, till they returned to their duty; at the 
lame time declaring that whenever they ſhould acknowledge 
the ſupreme authority of the Britiſh . legiſlature, pay obe- 
dience to the laws of this realm, and make a due ſubmiſſion 
to the King, their real grievances, upon their making pro- 
per application, ſhould be redreſſed. His lordſhip. obſerved, © 
that the other colonies were not fo culpable, and he hoped. 
might yet be brought to a ſenſe of their duty to the mother 
gar; by more lenient, meaſures. The By he ſaid, 
ay — 4 a narrow compatls : it was ſimply whether 
k ſhould abandon this claim, and at once give — ad- 
tage arifing both from the ſovereignty and the commerce, 
r to enſure both? Or whether — to the mea - 
wes indiſpenſably neceſſary on fuch an occaſion ? He eon- 
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cluded with moving, That it is the opinion tf this*eommittee, 
that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 
his Majeſty our moſt humble thanks, for having been gr. 
ciouſly pleaſed to communicate to this Houſe, the ſeveral pa- 
pers relating to the preſent ſtate of the Britiſh colonies in 
America, which, by his Majeſty's commands, have been laid 
before this Houſe, and from which, after taking theſh into 
our moſt ſerious conſideration, we find that a part of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the province of the Maſfachuſet's Bay 
have proceeded ſo far as to reſiſt the authority of the ſupreme 
legiſlature, that a rebellion at this time actually exiſts wh 
the ſaid province; and we ſee with the utmoſt concern, that 
they have been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful 
combinations and engagements, entered into by his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, in ſeveral of the other colonies, to the injury and 
oppreſſion af many of their innocent fellow-ſubjeCts refident 
within the kingdom of Great Britain and the reſt of his Ma 
jeſty's dominions ; this conduct on their part appears to w 
e more inexcuſable when we conſider with how much tem- 
per his Majeſty and the two. houſes of parliament have ated, 
in ſupport of the laws and conſtitution of Great Britain; 
to declare, that we can never fo far deſert the truſt repoſedin 
us, as to relinquiſh any part of the ſovereign authority over 
all his Majeſty's dominions, which by law is veſted in his 
Majeſty and the two houſes of parliament ;. and that the con- 
duct of many perſons, in ſeveral of the colonies, during the 
late diſturbances, is alone ſufficient to convince us how ne- 
ceffary this power is, for the protection of the lives and for- 
tunes of all his Majeſty's fubjects ; that we ever have been, 
and always ſhall be, ready to pay attention and regard to any 
real grievances of any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, which ſhall 
in 4 dutiful and conſtitutional} manner be laid before us; 
and whenever any of the colonies ſhall make a proper . 
plication to us, we ſhall be ready to afford them every jul 
and reaſonable indulgence ; but that, at the ſame time, we 
conſider it as our indiſpenſable duty, humbly to beſeech hu 
Majeſty, that his Majeſty will take the moſt effeQuglymes 
ſures to-enforce due obedience to the laws and authority ol 
the ſupreme legiſlature ; and that we beg leave, in the mol 
ſolemn manner, to aſſure his Majeſty, that it is our fixel 
reſolution, at the hazard of our lives and properties, to ſtand 
by. his Majeſty, againſt all rebellious attempts, in the mai. 
tenance of the juſt rights of his Majeſty and the two bouſt 
of parliament, ; | " i 
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Mr. Dunnlhg 

lordſhip very minutely. He affirmed that the concluſions 
which his lordMip had drawn from his facts were erroneous. 
He inſiſted America was not in rebellion ; and that every 
appearance of riot, diſorder, tumult, and ſedition, the noble 
ford had ſg faithfully recounted, aroſe not from diſobedience, 
treaſon, M rebellion, but was created by the conduct of 
thoſe, whoſe views were to eſtabliſh deſpotiſm; and were 
manifeſtly directed to reduce America to the moſt abject 
fate of ſervility, as a prelude to the realizing the ſame wick- 
ed f in the mother country, 


Mr. Dunning's poſition, that the Americans were not in 
rebellion. affirmed the contrary. - 
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reglied to Lord North, and followed his Mr. Dun- 


e Attorney General [Mr. Thurlee] dwelt ſtrongly on Mr.Thurke, 


Colonel Grant ſaid, he had ſerved in America, knew the Col. Grants 


Americans very well, was certain they would not fight; they 
yould never dare to face an Engliſh army, and that they did 
not poſſeſs any of the qualifications — Db to make a good 
ſoldier ; he repeated many of their common place expreſſions, 
ridiculed their enthuſiaſm in religion, and drew a diſagree- 
able picture of their manners and ways of living. 

Mr. Fox ſpoke better than uſual. f 

queſtion; pointed out the injuſtice, the inexpediency, and folly 
f the motion; prophecied defeat on one fide the water, and 
ruin and puniſhment on the other, He moved an amendment 
to omit all the motion, but the three or four firſt lines, and 
o ſubſtitute, But deploring that the information which they 
the papers) had afforded, ſerved only to convince the Houſe 
hat the meaſures taken by his Majeſty's ſervants tended ra- 
er to widen than to heal the unhappy differences, which had 
o long ſubſiſted between Great Britain and America, and 
praying a ſpeedy alteration of the ſame. 


power, and controuling ſupremacy of parliament ; but en- 1. 
rely diſapproved of the preſent meaſures, as every way im- 
proper, intemperate, and impolitic. 


tore the Houſe, he ſhould have remained ſilent, had he 
ot conceived that an honourable gentleman ** Grant] 
Jad thrown ſome undeſerved reflections on the Americans, 


ch he ſhould take ſome notice of before he ſat down, but 
hat he choſe firſt to pay a little attention to the general buſi- 
jeſs, He obſerved, that the diſpute between this country 
ad her colonies was of ſuch infoite importance to both, 
hat ke hoped he ſhould be forgiven If he ſaid it would be 
| imprudent 


e entered fully into the Mr. Fer. 


Mr. Grenville ſpoke very well in ſupport of the legiſlative Mr. Gre 


Mr. Cruger ſaid, though intereſted as he was in the buſineſs Mr, crigæ. 


Capt. Lut- 
trell. 


becauſe it is attended with this fortunate circumſtance, 3 


ſure of a few individuals, who perhaps from intereſt « 
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imprudent to enter into it, but with thewutmoſt caution any 


deliberation ; that we were now like men walking on the « 
brink ofa precipice ; that there was danger iff every ſtep, ani G 
that in his opinion the ſalvation of this country depended o Wi; 
the meaſuees that were adopted by the Houfe this night, He y 


then apprized the Houſe, that the ſettlement of the unha WW; 
diſputes between England and America did not ffarticulzry ſy 
concern any ſet of men, whether in or out of adminiſtration, t 
that it related to all, was connected with all, and materially 
affected the intereſts of the whole ſtate. He then ſtrongly d 
recommended to all parties to go into an examination of the 
queſtion, free from reſentment or prejudice ; to conſider i r. 
with impartiality, to diſcuſs it with temper, and to adopt 
with unanimity any ſalutary propoſition, regardleſs of the Wi. 
man or party that may ſuggeſt it. He then endeavoured to I 
vindicate the Americans, both as to their courage and gi. e. 
lantry, (in oppoſition to the aſſertions of the colonel;) the ee. 
latter he did with much good humour and pleaſantry, but lot pe 
his temper in the former, became perſonal, and was called ts fre 
order. He concluded with ſaying, that as many ſchemes of Wis; 
accommodation were talked of, he earneſtly wiſhed that ſom fr 
one might be adopted which would tend to reſtore the ha» m 
mony and affection that once ſubſiſted between Great Britan in 
and her colonies, and produced ſo many invaluable bleſing the 
to both. der 
Captain Luttrel? ſaid, Nothwithſtanding the variety of i} 
opinions, information, and arguments, we have heard from 
the different parts of this Houſe, in the courſe of the ſeven 
debates reſpecting our differences with America, I fear, if 
we venture to conſider them in a right point of view, we ſhall 
find they have put this country into a ſituation we are nt 
yet ſufficiently aware of, but which * a very ſeriou 
attention. Sir, I know it is unfaſhionable, and by ſome i 
will be reckoned troubleſome, to talk of our marine i 
parliament, in times of peace; but after the recent proof x 
have had of the good diſpoſition of a great majority d 
the commons of England towards it, I have no doubt bit 
they will chearfully liſten to the concerns of the navy; 1 
as the papers now lying before us make it very material} 
ary for me to mention them, Lmuſt riſque the diſples 


iniquity have ſhewn an inclination to keep us in the dat 
Sir, I congratulate adminiſtration upon the ſafe arri 
of one half of Captain Le Craſs's ſquadron at Bolt 
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we know where to find thoſe ſhips, and ſo have the power 


to recall them from a country where they muſt prove totally 


uſeleſs to one that may poffibly need their protection. Sir, 
it ſeems to me very unaccountable, for what uſeful pur- 
poſes theſe two deck ſhips could be ſent to Boſton, though I 
did indeed expect in the courſe of the correſpondence between 
Vice-Admiral Graves and the board of admiralty, ſome plau- 
fible excuſe would have been offered us for diſarming this 
country. But though, Sir, in this reſpect, and many others, 
theſe letters. convey but very limited and inſufficient infor- 
mation, they at ſeaft tend to authenticate my aſſertions. 
For, Sir, Admiral Graves, in the very curious accounts he 
gives us of his ſituation in his letters to Mr, Stephens, ob- 
ſerves, [ Here he read ſeveral extracts from the American 
letters] that the only part of the fleet he can employ in actual 
ſervice, is the twenty gun ſhips and ſmall crafts; for which 
reaſon he has been o "ged to purchaſe ſeveral ſchooners to 
perform the King's ſervice; that the reſt of the fleet are 
frozen up, and reduced to act upon the defenſive. - But, 
dir, I muſt requeſt, that the letter of the 14th of January, 
from the lords of the admiralty to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
may be read. Now, Sir, I believe there is not a member 
in this Houſe, that would not expe&, as much as I did, that 
the information alluded to in that letter, and the correſpon- 
dence ſaid to accompany it, ſhould of courſe follow; and 
had indeed ſome curiofity to fee by what magic art the 
admiral could ſtation and diſpoſe of a fleet, which according 
to his account, and my belief, may be long ſince locked up 
in the ice, and attackable from the ſhore. Loaded waggons 
have been known to paſs upon the ice at Boſton at this ſeaſon 
of the year, But, Sir, not one line of this information is 
laid before us, though it clearly relates to matters of fact, 
not of opinion, I conclude there are reaſons of the ſtate 
ſor ſuppreſſing it, and therefore ſhall make no comments 
on the ſubject. The Houfe will draw their inferences ; I, as 
a ſeaman, know how to draw mine. Sir, if the epithet of 
waitor be aplicable to him who feels for the commerce and 
perſecutions of America, I think the Engliſh language wants 
name for that man, who knowingly and wantonly diſ- 
ams this country, with no better view, nor no other hope 
than to deftroy her colonies. The Americans, however feel 
— conſolation, that every ſhip and every regiment you 
= to Boſton, ſerves but to add ſtrength to their cauſe ; 
X without much pretenſion to prophecy, I think I 
my venture to foretell, that the hiſtory of theſe diſſentions 
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this country, on board the ſeveral 
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will be ſimilar to that in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when 
the troubles ſubſiſted in Ireland. Sir, the Queen, as impa- 
tient to fubdue the Iriſh as you have been the Americans, 
ſent a large army into that country : and did it immediately 
anſwer the end propoſed ? By no means, the Iriſh continued 
to gain ftrength daily; infomuch, that the Queen demanding 
of her miniſters to know the cauſe of it, received for anſwer, 
that her majeſty's army being there was the true reaſon ; for 
that their money had found its way into the country, which 
not only enabled her opponents to purchaſe ammunition, 
and all ſorts of warlike ftores, but even to hire foreign officers 
to act againſt her. Sir, let us look towards America, and 
ſee if this anecdote is not applicable to the preſent times. 
But, Sir, I muſt expreſs my ſurpriſe, when I conſider out 
inſular fituation, and the true intereſt of this great com- 
mercial country, at the precipitate and indecent mannet 
in which the reduction of the navy at this important 
eriſis was determined on. Sir, 2 partial letter produced 
from one of the ports, not the moſt confiderable one neither, 
and a lumped account of a ſuppoſed number of ſeamen in 
that country, or in this, was all the information the Houſe 
ſeemed entitled to, to enable us to judge of the eligibility 
of reducing our naval force; but it is true, a certain noble 
lord did afterwards condeſcend to re- aſſume the ſubjed, 
though in a language which appeared to me ſtrange and 
ungracious. Sir, his lordſhip congratulated us upon being 
able to reduce the navy eftabliſhment to that of the year 176g; 
but, Sir, he very ingeniouſly forgot to — us, that 
there are 1600 effective men gone in four large ſhips towards 
America, which are the complement of five fail of guard- 
ſhips, fo that though the eſtabliſnment be the ſame, ou! 
naval force at home is already a quarter-part inferior to 
what it was in the 1769; and, Sir, I am forry to i 
this reduCtion - at a time when, I believe, it is pretty 
well known that the Spaniards maintain a large fleet, unde 
pretence of being at war with the Emperor of Morocco; 


and that the French, without paying them much compliment, 
are not-leſs formidable in theſe ſeas than we are; for, vi 
from the beſt accounts I can procure at the different port 


the numbers of ſeamen and marines left for the defence 0! 
fhips and at quart, 


de not exceed 6500 effective men, out of the 20,000 volt 
laſt year by parliament ; haw many of the remainder are n 
other parts of the world, is neither poſſible nor fo 
10 to determines But, Sir, in this ſituation, is it ſen ; 
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is it politic, nay, is it ſafe, to purſue ſuch coercive mea- 
ſures as, in my opinion, could only be juſtified if America 
and Great Britain were contending for the ſovereignty of 
another empire? Are we ſure, Sir, a deſperate people, made 
ſo by perſecution and oppreſſion, will not commit a deſpe- 
rate act; and, in imitation of ourſelves in former times, 
ſue to ſome other power for protection ? Can we believe, 
Sir, that the French and Spaniards will look any longer 
with an eye of indifference on theſe diſputes, than may 
be conſiſtent with their intereſt to do ſo; or that they 
have not, at this very hour, prieſts and emiſſaries in Ame» 
rica, aided perhaps by your new Roman Catholic ſubjects, 
to blow the coal of contention between America and this 
country? Do we not know, Sir, that the Spaniards have 
never abandoned the claim they ſet up to Jamaica; and may 
we not expect, from their conduct at Falkland's iſland, they 
wait ſuch a favourable opportunity as this to commence 
hoſtilities againſt us? Or can we believe that the French 
will ever forget the manner in which you made repriſals, 
previous to the commencement of the late war? I fear 
indeed we are about to purſue an effectual, unconquerable, 
though unconſtitutional method, to lay a permanent embargo 
on our trade ; but it is ſtill poſſible that the French, by way 
of reciprocity, may inſult your coaſts, while great part of 
ws fleet is frozen up in a diſtant country. But, Sir, 

muſt do the noble lord on the oppoſite bench, the juſtice 


to ſay, that he has been uniformly explicit in his principles 


reſpecting the navy; he tells us to be jealous of it; that it is 
the favourite ſervice, and that we muſt be cautious not to 
beſtow too much upon our fleet. Alas, Sir, the officers of 
the navy know, by experience, that under the preſent admini- 
ſtration, there is little proſpect of either honours or emolu- 
ments being beſtowed on their ſervice that need create a 
jealouſy; though, Sir, I am aware it may be accounted 
ungrateful if I omit to acknowledge thoſe very high and 
diſtinguiſhed marks of his Majeſty's favour, conferred on 
a late memorable occaſion ; no doubt at the recommendation 
the minifters too, upon ſome of the oldeft flag officers and 
moſt reſpectable characters in the Engliſh navy; Sir, I mean 
the honour of knighthood. Such flattering teſtimony of 
royal approbation, I admit was ſufficient to create a fort pf 
Jealouſy wherever the news went forth. Sir, thoſe dignified 
charaters will undoubtedly command uncommon fefpect 
both abroad and at home. The event has given a confe- 
quence to the nayal ſervise, and the youth of it look up with 
U2 emulation 
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emulation to thoſe high honours they may poſſibly arive at, 
on the cloſe of a life of danger and fatigue, ſpent in the ſer. 
vice of their country, But, Sir, I marvel not at this, becauſe 
the noble lord upon a former occaſion, was pleaſed to tell us, 
that the queſtion with him was, how cheap we could be 
ſerved? Sir, ſuch an expreſſion might poſſibly be well 
adapted to à parcel of Heſſians, for — give his lord. 
ſhip's economy all due credit where it was conſiſtent with 
the honour and ſafety of the nation; and it might pro. 
bably prove uſeful to this country if he will extend them to 
the civil as well as the military departments of the ſtate, 
Then, Sir, on a fair inveſtigation of the merits, ſhould 
it appear that the navy and army receive more than a pro- 
portionable ſhare of the loaves and fiſhes, let a part of 
them be appropriated to the ineſtimable ſervices of the Lord; 
of treaſury, admiralty and trade, Sir, I think the noble 
lord who moved this addreſs has ventured to aſſert, that 
adminiſtration have a plan to intercept the trade of the Ame. 
ricans by means of our fleet cruizing on their coaſts, Now, 
Sir, I can divine but one ſource — whence ſuch an idea 


can poſſibly ſpring ; and if I am right in my ſuggeſtion, 


muſt dread the future conſequences of a certain ſummer 
excurhon, Sir, I have long been aware that they are at- 
tended with a very great and unneceſlary expence to the 
public, and that the honours of the flag have been ſhame- 
fully proſtituted to the ſupercilious vanity of thoſe who, a 
individuals, are by no means entitled to the diſtinctions they 
have deſired and exacted. But, Sir, I have hitherto con- 


ſidered theſe naval expeditions to be more like the pageanuj 


of the luxurious Queen of Egypt on the Cydnus, than like 
a ſerious and official inſpection into the real ſtate of our 


marine. If, Sir, however, from exploring our cold ſhore, 


a judgment has been formed of the frozen coaſts of America, 
I fear we ſhall, ere long experience the fatal conſequences 
of ſuch a conjecture. Sir, it is next to impoſſible that the 


King's ſhips ſhould keep the ſea in the northern parts of 


that country, from the month of November to the month of 
June; and therefore, Sir, however the leaders of govert- 
ment may be diſpoſed towards the officers of the navy, 
I will entreat them to pay ſome regard to the ſafety of the 
= and a little attention to the ſituation of this country: 

en, I hope, Sir, that both humanity and igtereſt wil 
dictate to them not to ſport with the lives of the fev 
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Mr. Coſmo Gordon was againſt any compromiſe or lenient 
meaſures with America, till ſhe entirely ſubmitted. 

The other gentlemen who ſpoke for Lord North's motion 
were Mr. Cornwall, Lord Stanley, Mr. De Grey jun. the 
Solicitor General [Mr. Wedderburn] and Mr. Lewis, 
Againſt Lord North's motion, Lord Lumley and Mr. Powis. 
The Houſe divided upon the amendment; ayes 105, 

des 304- 

The Houſe divided again, upon Lord North's motion ; 
for it 296, againſt it 106, | 

February 3. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to February 6, 

February 6. 
The report from the American committee. | | 
Lord Fohn Cavendiſh moved to recommit the propoſed 
addreſs which had been agreed to in the committee, He 
ſtrongly recommended the reconſideration of a meaſure 
which he deemed fraught with ſo much miſchief. Com- 
mented on the propoſed addreſs ; thought it improper to 
aſſert that a rebellion exiſts ; mentioned the inſecurity created 
by the act for changing the government of Maſſachuſfes Bay 
ſaid the inhabitants knew not for a moment under what 
vernment they lived, His head and heart combined to de- 
precate the horrors of civil war, neceſſarily involving a 
foreign one alſo with the combined forces of very powerful 
nations, He repreſented the jealouſy of our neighbours, 
from their diſgrace and our glory in the laſt war. If the 
Americans ſhould hear of our having declared them rebels, 
and that more force is coming, may they not determine rather 
to attack a part, than wait for the whole ? A ſmall rather 
than a greater number? He ſtated very clearly and juſtly our 
comeſtic ſituation, our ſtate with the colonies and with fo- 
reign powers, He called the attention of the Houſe to the 
unequal balance of our loſs and our gain in the event; in 
which we might find our revenue deſtroyed, our trade anni- 
nilated, and our empire itſelf overturned. And if we ſuc- 
Ceeded in ſubduing America, we could gain nothing. 

He was ſeconded by Lord 2 who expreſſed himſelf 
with modeſty, handſomely making his youth à perſonal plea 
for his wiſhing the utmoſt time for fe- conſideration on a 
atter ſo important. | 
Mr, Greville, againſt the motion. 
The Lord Mayor (Mr. Miltes] for the motion. He ſaid, 
he buſineſs now before the Houſe reſpecting America is of 
"5 great importance as was ever debated in parliament, It 
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comprehends almoſt every queſtion relative to the common 
rights of mankind, almoſt every queſtion of policy and le. 
iflation. I do not mean to enter into ſo vaſt, ſo well trod. 
den a field, I will confine myſelf to the buſineſs before u. 
The addreſs now reported from the committee of the whole 
Houſe, appears to me unfounded, raſh and ſanguinary, and 
moſt unjuſtly to draw the ſword againſt America; but before 
ian are ſuffered to plunge this nation into the 
hotrors of a civil war, before they are permitted to force 
Engliſhmen to ſheathe their ſwords in the bowels of ther 
fellow-ſubjeCts, I hope this Houſe will ſeriouſly weigh the 
original ground and cauſe of this unhappy diſpute, and in 
time reflect whether juſtice is on our ſide. The aſſumei 
right of taxation without the conſent of the ſubject is plainly 
the primary cauſe of the preſent quarrel, Have we, Sir, 
any right to tax the Americans? That is the queſtion, The 
fundamental laws of human nature, and the principles of the 
Engliſh conſtitution, are equally repugnant to the claim, 
The very idea of property excludes the right of another 
taking any thing from me without my conſent, otherwiſe 
cannot call it my own, What property have I in what an- 
ther perſon can ſeize at his pleaſure ? If we can tax the Ame 
ricans without their conſent, they have no property, nothing 
which they can call their own ; we might take their all 
The words liberty and property,“ ſo dear to an Engliſh 
man, ſo pleaſing in our ears, would become mockery u 
inſult to an American. The laws of ſociety are profeſſed) 
calculated to ſecure the property of each individual, of eye) 
ſubject of the ſtate, The great principles of the conftith 
tion under which we live, Fikewiſe clearly determine thi 
point. All ſubfidies to the crown are grants from the com 
mons, free gifts from the people. Their full conſent * 
always expreſſed in the grant. Much has been ſaid of ilt 
palatinate of Chefter, and the principality of Wales, 1 
the period of their taxation; but, Sir, there is a more & 
markable caſe in point, which alone would determine e 
ueſtion. If gentlemen will ſearch the records in the Tom 
will find that the town of Calais in France, when! 
belonged to the imperial crown of theſe realms, was 
raxed till it ſent repreſentatives to parliament. Two bw 
geſſes from Calais actually ſat and voted in this Houſe, Th 
and not till then, was is taxed, The writ out of chi 


the names of the burgeſſes, are fill extant, I faithfully 3 
them to the public from atteſted copies, | 
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But, Sir, it will be ſaid, is America then to enjoy the 
protection of Great Britain, and to contribute nothing to- 
yards the ſupport of that very ſtate, which has ſo long given 
t protection and fecurity, which has nurſed it up to its 
reſent greatneſs ? The Americans themſelves have given the 
ulleſt anſwer to this objection in a manner not to be con- 
roverted, by their — 2 through a long ſeries of year 
and by the moſt explicit declarations. Equally in words a 
ations, of the moſt unequivocal nature, they have demon- 
trated their love, their arcour, their ſtrong filial piety to- 
rards their mother country. They have always app 

eady, not only to contribute towards the expences of their 
wn government, but likewiſe to the wants and the neceſſi- 
ies of this tate, although perhaps they may not be over fond 
pf all the proud, expenſive trappings of royalty. In the 


%o laſt wars they far exceeded the cold line of prudence, 
the With the moſt liberal hearts they gave you almoſt their all, 
in nd they fought gallantly by your ſide, with equal valour 
1 WS2ainſt our and their enemy, againſt the common enemy of 


mankind, the ambitious and faithleſs French, whom we now 
fear and flatter. Our Journals, Sir, will bear witneſs to the 
grateful ſenſe we had of the important ſervices of the Ameri- 
is, and the great ſums we voted to be repaid them for 
hat they expended in the ſpirited expeditions, which they 
carried through with equal courage and conduct, ſometimes 
vithout the leaſt knowledge or participation on our part, will 


cmonſtrate the warm affection of their hearts to this country. 
Art, Sir, the whole was the gift of freemen, of fellow ſub- 
ects, who feel that they are, and know that they have a 
right to be, as free as ourſelves. What is their — 
n- Pow, when you are planning their deſtruction, when you 


re declaring them rebels? In the late petition of the general 
dangreſs to the King, they declare, they are et 5g and 
willing, as they ever have been, when conſtitutionally re- 
quired, to demonftrate their loyalty to his Majeſty, by exerting 
tieir moſt. ſtrenuous efforts in granting ſupplies and raiſing 
forces,” . This. is the unanimous refolution of a congreſs, 
compoſed of deputies from the . ſeveral colonies of New 
aampſhire, Maſſachuſſets Bay, Rhode Iſland aud Providence 
plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, Penſyl- 
ana, the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex on De- 
aware, Maryland, Virginia, and the two Carolinas. I have 
heard, Sir, of a plan of accommadation, which I believe 


rere 


ome from any ſervant of the crown: it comes from he 
; SI noble 
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wald reconcile all differences. But alas ! Sir, it does not 
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noble lord, to whom this country has the moſt eſſential obl. 
gations, and is ſo much indebted for its late ſplendor and 
glory. It is to aſſemble another congreſs in the ſpring ; the 
parliament of Great Britain and the deputies of the ſever 
colonies to meet together, and to be jointly empowered to 
regulate the various quotas to be paid by each province to the 
general treaſury of the whole empire, I would in addition 
to that plan propoſe, that a regulation fimilar to what aQually 
takes — with reſpect to Scotland, be adopted as to Ame- 
rica. The proportion of each colony might be ſettled ac- 
cording to the land tax in England, at one, two, or more 
ſhillings in the pound. I am not deep politician enough to 
know what the proportion ſhould be of each province, and 
they will vary greatly in half a century, but I ſpeak of thei 
quota being always to be regulated according to the land ta 
of this country. The very flouriſhing colonies of the Mi. 
ſachuſſet's Bay, Virginia, and South Carolina, for inſtance, 
ſhould contribute more, the ſmaller and poorer colonies d 
New Hampſhire and New Jerſey leſs : but, Sir, I inſiſt na 
a ſingle ſhilling can be taken without their conſent ; and aft 
this Qay's debate ſhould the addreſs be carried, I greatly fear that 
idea of a reconciliation will be utterly impracticable. 
he Americans, Sir, have of late, both within doors and 
without, been-treated with the greateſt injuſtice, and even1 
wanton degree of cruelty, An honourable gentleman ha 
juſt told us that they complain of the navigation act, and ink 
on its repeal : we have authentic evidence to the contrary. 
In the reſolutions of the congreſs, they repeatedly deſire to 
be put only on the footing they were at the cloſe. of the lat 
war, as to the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and — * Not 
among the various acts, of which they defire a repeal, @ 
they once mention either the navigation, or the declaratory 
act. It is ſaid likewiſe, they wiſh to throw off the ſupremacy 
of this country: many expreſs reſolutions, both of the 
neral congrefs, and the provincial congrefles, are the full 
evidence of the ſenſe which the Americans entertain of thel 
obedience 2 to this country. They are too numero 
to be quoted. Their full claim, as ſtated by themſelves, ! 
ſp well worded, I beg to read it to the houſe from their pets 
tion to the King; e aft but for peace, liberty and ſafty: 
Surely, Sir, no requeſt was ever more reaſonable, no chin 
better founded, Ve wiſh not a diminution of the preregatth 
ner do we ſolicit a grant of any new right in our favour. Ju 
royal authority over us, and our connection with Great Brit#% 
woe ſhall always carefully and zealouſly endeavour to fe 
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aintain, while adminiſtration are endeavouring to tear aſun- 
ler thoſe ties which have fo long and happily bound us to- 


ther,” 
The addreſs, Sir, mentions the particular province of 
afachuſets Bay as in a ſtate of actual rebellion, and the 
ther provinces are confidered as aiding and abetting them. 
Much has been ſaid by fome learned gentlemen to involve 
hem in all the conſequences of a declared rebellion, and to 
gage our officers and troops to act _ them as againſt 
rebels, Whether their preſent ſtate is that of rebellion, or of 


re Wa fit and proper reſiſtance to unlawful acts of power, to our 
to WWttempts to rob them of their property and liberties, as they 
nd magine, I do not determine. This I know, a ſucceſsful re- 
er itance is a revolution, not a rebellion. Who can tell, Sir, 
ar Whether in conſequence of this very day's violent and mad 
a WWiddreſs to his Majeſty, the ſcabbard may not be thrown away 
chem as well as by us, and ſhould ſucceſs attend them, 
ether in a few years the Americans may not celebrate the 


plorious æra of the revolution of 1775, as we do that of 1688, 
zueceſs crowned the generous efforts of our forefathers for 
eedom, elſe they had died on the ſcaffold as traitors and 
bels, and the period of our hiſtory, which does us the moſt 
lonour, would have been deemed a rebellion againſt lawful 
uthority, not a reſiſtance authorized by all the laws of God 


=. = X.8 


a man, not the expulſion of a tyrant. The policy, Sir, of 
ink Wis meaſure I can no more comprehend, than I can ac- 
6- nowledge the juſtice of it. Is your force adequate to the 


tempt? I am ſatisfied it is not. What are your armies, 
nd how are they to be recruited? Do you recollect that 
be ſingle province of the Maſſachuſets Bay has at this mo- 
ent 30,000 men, well trained and diſciplined, and can 
ing near 90,000 into the field. They will do it, when 
hey are fighting for their liberties. You will not be able to 
dnquer and keep even that ſingle province, The noble 
rd propoſes only 10, ooo of our troops to be there, including 
be four regiments now going from Ireland, and he acknow- 
"hes very truly that the army cannot enforce the late acts of 
ailment, Why then js it ſent? Boſton indeed you may 
in aſhes, or it may be made a ftrong garriſon, but the 
wWince will be loſt to you. Boſton will be like Gibraltar. 
ou will hold in the province of Maſſachuſets Bay, as you 
o in Spain, a ſingle town, the whole country in the power 
nd poſſeflion of the enemy. Your fleets and armies may 
rep 2 few towns on the coaſt, for ſome time at leaſt, Boſton, 
w-York, St. Auguſtine, hs continent of America 
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will be loſt to you. A few fortreſſes on the coaſt, and fone 
ſea ;- ports only, you will keep, all the back ſettlements vil 
be independent of you, and will thrive in the rapid progreſ. 
fion of your violences and unjuſt exactions on the town, 
The ancient ſtory of the Carthagenian hide will be verified 
to you. Where you tread, it will be kept down, but it vil 
riſe the more in all other parts, Where your fleets and 2. 
mies are ſtationed, the poſſeſſion will be yours, but all the 
reſt will be loſt. I fear from this day, in the great ſcale of 
empire, you will decline, and the Americans will riſe to in- 
dependence, to power, to all the greatneſs of the moſt renown. 
ed ſtares, for they build on the lid baſis of public liberty, 
Sir, this addreſs is founded in injuſtice and cruelty, [tj 
equally contrary to the ſound maxims of true policy, and to 
the unerring rule of natural right. The Americans vil 
defend their property and their liberties with the ſpirit of 
freemen, with the ſpirit I hope we ſhould. They will ſooner 
declare themſelves independent, and riſk every conſequence 
of ſuch a conteſt, than ſubmit to the yoke, which admini- 
ſtration is preparing for them. An addreſs of fo ſanguinarya 
nature cannot fail of driving them to deſpair. They will ſe 


that you are preparing not only to draw the ſword, but to 


burn the ſcabbard. You are declaring them rebels. Ever 
idea of a reconciliation will vaniſh. They will purſue the 
moſt vigorous meaſures in their own defence. The whole 
continent will be diſmembered from Great-Britain, and it 
wide arch of the — empire fall. But I hope the juſt ven- 
geance of the people will overtake the authors of theſe. pemi- 
cious counſels, and the loſs of the firſt province to the tit» 
pire be ſpeedily followed by the loſs of the heads of thoſe mi- 
_— who adviſed 7 earn and fatal meaſures. * 
Harvey Captain Harvey. II make no apology for intruding 
30 on — time ok Houſe, becauſe I think * duty incum 
bent on every man, who has the welfare of his country & 
heart, to ſpeak out on this occaſion, and declare his ſents 
ments on ſo very important a criſis: a crifis, Sir, in whid 
I believe this country has not been involved in a more inti- 
cate one ſince the revolution, and for which we are not ol 
indebted to the refractory ſpirit of ſome of thoſe ung 
ſubjects on the other ſide of the Atlantick, but to ſome 
leſs reſtleſs ones on this ſide of it; and which induces meV 
believe, that as a great miniſter once boaſted in this Houlh 
that he had conquered America in Germany, ſo, I very mud 
fear, we ſhall now be obliged to conquer it, or at leaſt (of 
part of it, again in England ; for, till we put a 2 
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„ eaicion that is ſo conſtantly, fo artfully, and ſo ſhamefully 
blown from hence, and give a check to thoſe incendaries who 
ill gare breathe forth ſuch inflammatory poiſon as every news- 
el. Wſpaper conveys, we can never hope, without the laſt extremi- 
ns, tics, to bring the wicked leaders of thoſe deluded people to a 
ueenſe of their duty and their obligations to this country. 

il To acknowledge, Sir, the ſupremacy of the legiſlative 
A. zower of this country over all its dominions, and diſpute the 
the right of that power to exert itſelf, as it ſhall judge beſt for the 


of the whole, is, in my humble opinion, too puerile and 
$00 trifling to throw away an argument upon; and, in our 
preſent ſituation with the colonies, too criminal not to con- 
demn without heſitation, Either the legiſlative power of a 
kingdom has authority over all its dominions, or it has none 
over any part of them : it cannot be partial ; nor do I think 
any one branch of that legiſlature can, by any act or charter 
whatever, exempt any particular ſet of its ſubjects from the 
authority of the whole legiſlature. Could that be done, Sir, 
and could a preference be given to any, I am very ſure this 
Houſe would long ago have turned their _ towards our ſiſ- 
ter kingdom of Ireland, who has every claim to that prefe- 
ence in our affections and for our afliftance, being as re- 
arkable for their loyalty and obedience, as they are for their 
induſtry, and (I am ſorry to ſay) for their poverty. 

That America, by every tie human nature can deviſe, 
dught to be ſubordinate to the authority of Great-Britain, is 
beyond a doubt, more eſpecially when we conſider and re- 


— 
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country, thoſe very colonies have been brought to that exceſs 
of greatneſs and riches, as that they ſhall now vainly think 
themſelves able, and inſolently declare themſelves ready, to 
make off their dependence, and become a ſeparate ſtate. That 
ey have long been aiming at it, is evident from all their 
proceedings, and from all the papers before you; and that 
ney may poſſibly become ſo in ſome future age (long may it 
e firſt) is natural to ſuppoſe, from what hiftory teaches us 
df the viciflitude of all nations. But this I am certain of, the 
more they dare to ſound that alarm, and the more they ſtrug- 
pie for that period, the more it is our duty, as Engliſhmen, to 
match over them, and not let the evil day be anticipated by 
ny remiſſneſs or want of firmneſs on our part, for that would 
mot only be highly criminal towards our King and country 
o permit it, but alſo leave an everlaſting ſtain on the preſent 
ge, if we meanly ſhake off the taſk of — it from 
urlelves, and leave it for * ſtruggle with as they can. 

N 2 


Sir, 
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fe, at what immenſe expence of blood and treaſure to this 
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Sir, although I am under no kind of apprehenſions fron 
the conſequences that may enſue from enforcing obedience i 
the eolonies, from the good opinion I yet have of ſome cog, 
diſpaſſionate, well - affected men in the colonies, yet I om, 
for the ſake of tranquility here, and our manufactures, I vi 
there were any lenient meaſures left to purſue ; but I knoy 
of none that have not been repeatedly tried; and [ yer 


has proceeded throughout all their conduct towards the colo. 
nies, that tenderneſs ſhewn in every ſtep hitherto taken, hy 
been both here and there conſtrued into timidity, and from 
advantages drawn from thence, by diſaffected and interek 
ed people, has produced theſe diſgraceful and fatal effects, 

For my own part, Sir, if the Houſe will allow me to tref. 
paſs on their indulgence, and ſpeak of the conduct of ſo in- 
fignificant an individual as myſelf, I will tell them, that not, 
withſtanding all the threats and menaces, all the harſh cen- 
ſures that were the other night, on this ſubject, thrown out 
againſt all thoſe who had ſupported the meaſures of govern 
ment, and all the crude epithets that were given to even 
thing that had been done, to every thing that was doing, 
and every thing that was to be done (without knowing ven 
well what that laſt was to be,) yet, Sir, I ſhall, in defiance 
of all thoſe threats and menaces, ſtill glory in having given 
my negative to the repeal of the Stamp-act. I took the l. 
berty on that extraordinary occaſion to foretell to the Houle, 
the conſequences that would enſue from that puerile, pitiful 
and baneful meaſure ; and I am now no leſs proud of de- 
— that as wy education and profeſſion has led me: 
very different path from that of a politician ; ſo, Sir, from 
the moment I had a ſeat in this Houſe, I thought it my duty 
to ftudy the opinions and conduct of thoſe, whoſe abilities 
and whoſe attachment to their country, juſtly entitled them 
to a preference, and very early attached myſelf to that good, 
wiſe and able miniſter, Mr. Grenville, whoſe loſs this 
country will long feel and lament, and whoſe memory I ſhall 
ever honour and revere; though it is ſome conſolation from ico 
what I heard the other night fall from a young noble mem- 
ber, to find the father's virtues. and abilities reviving in the 
ſon. However, Sir, I will not prove.myſelf undeſerving the 
friendſhip and confidence that miniſter honoured me with, 
by deviating this day in one ſingle Iota from what I am con» 
fident would have been his conduct had we been ſo happy tt 
have had him ſtill among us, and therefore, as far à 1 
voice goes, I will never conſent to the reſcinding, — 
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n charging, or the repealing of any one reſolution, order or 
0 act, that either the laſt, or any former parliament has paſſed 
for the declaring, maintaining, and enforcing the legiſlative 
1 authority. of Great Britain over all its colonies. 

ly Sir, 1 ſhall be very happy to give my vote, (and if I had 


1 health and abilities equal to my zeal and inclination) my aſſi- 
5 ſtance alſo, to any proper Engliſh conftitutional meaſure that 
nt could effectually reſtore that harmony between the mother 


i, country and the colonies, ſo eſſentially neceſſary to both, but 
2 which I abſolutely deny (in any one point of view) to be more 
m ſo to England than to America: but, Sir, whilſt there are thoſe 


. individuals on this ſide of the water, ſome of great abilities, 


ſome of great titles, and ſome few of great fortunes, but all 
j of great paſſions, whom I fear are ſo forgetful of their duty, 
1 as to be ſacrificing the honour and wel of this country, 
t nay riſking the very exiſtence of it to their own private views, 
Ne and ambition,'to their own private piques and reſentments, 
we can never flatter ourſelves that any meaſures will have 
T- the wiſhed for effect, but the moſt determined, the moſt 
„fim, and the moſt vigorous ones. 
15 Having ſaid this, Sir, let me not be underſtood to wiſh, 
or mean to recommend, the carrying execution through all 
ce WY the colonies, with fire and ſword ; no, Sir, God forbid I 
en Wa ſhould have ſo ſanguine a thought ! I flatter myſelf other 
. neans may be found, and I hope, and have not a doubt, but 
ſe; WY fo ſoon as they find us determined to do our duty, they will 


ful de brought to a ſenſe of theirs, and all difficulties will ſub- 


de» BH ide without ſhedding one ſingle drop of blood: but ſhould 
esl be fo miſunderſtood here, and ſo miſrepreſented without 
doors (which is the prevaling mode) all I can ſay, is, that 


cence will ever be to every inviduous flander. I look upon 


n the clouds that paſs under the ſun ; they caſt amomentary 
ſhade on all people and all things, wait but with a little pa- 
mr truth like the ſun will break out, difperſe thoſe 
ouds, and all people and all things appear in their pro 
latte. I ſhall therefore, Sir, wait with patience for that 


that firmneſs, with- which the noble lord by me, who now 
bolds the helm, has hitherto conducted us, through the vio- 


W involved; and make no doubt, but notwithſtanding all 
te obſtacles thrown in his 
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CONncur 


I am determined to be as indifferent to it as conſcious inno- - 


all ſuch temporary miſrepreſentations and abuſe, juſt as I do 


moment, truſting to thoſe abilities, to that temper, and to 


lent ſtorm, and through all the difficulties in which he found 


way, he will bring us to a laſting ' 
jad pleaſing calm; and therefore, - Sir, - I-ſhall moſt heartily- 
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concur in this propoſed addreſs, and be againſt the re- com. 


mitment of it. 

Sir William Sir William Mayne. I ſhould not riſe to trouble you this 
. Bayne: day, could I reconcile to my own breaſt the giving a fl. 
lent vote on a queſtion, upon which depends not only the 
exiſtence of this country, but the happineſs of millions. The 
vote I ſhall give, will be free from the ſmalleſt tincture of that 
prejudice, which has induſtriouſly been inculcated into the 
minds of the Americans from this ſide the water, that they are 
to expect from every member of this Houſe who drew his firſ 
breath on the other fide of the Tweed; no, Sir, I will give 
my vote this days uninfluenced by party and undictated to 
by power; I will give it like an honeſt member of parlia- 
ment, who conſiders the approbation of his own mind, his 
beſt parliamentary reward, and who acknowledges no die- 
tator but that of his own conſcience. 

Some time ago, I gave my ſupport to the addreſs to hi 
Majeſty, holding myſelf at full liberty to decide upon every 
point relating to America when they came ſpecially before 
this Houſe. Since that time, I have taken all the informa- 
tion from the papers upon your table, as well as from the 
proceedings in America, by which I regulate my judgment 
upon this great and arduous fituation of this country, And 
it is with ſorrow I ſay it, that ſo very violent has been, and 
fill is, the conduct of the Americans, that there is ſcarce an 
opening left for Britiſh juſtice and Britiſh humanity to inter- 
fere for their relief, or to give proteCtion to thoſe loyal and 
faithful ſubjects, of which I truſt many are yet to be found 
in that continent. | 

No man, I think, can read the votes and proceedings of the 
American continental congreſs, held at Philadelphia on the 
fifth of September laft, without amazement, compaſſion, and 
indignation ; amazement at the act, compaſſion for the de- 
luſion, and indignation at the inſult offered to their mother 
country. FI? 

Declaratory of what they ſay they are entitled to by the 
immutable laws of nature, the principles of the Engliſh 
conſtitution, and the ſeveral charters or compacts, -they 
come to eleven reſolutions, all of which, in my: opinion, 
both in ſpirit and in ſubſtance, are ſubverſive of, and de- 
ſtructive to, every fundamental principle which either con- 
ſtitutes or ſupports our moſt excellent conſtitution. 

In the firſt reſolution they tell you, they have never ceded 
to any power the-diſpoſal of their life, li * or property; 
which is a poſitive denial of their being Britiſh laben 


and of the exiſtence of this conſtitution, which we all know 
bas inherent in it a power to make laws to hold in penalty 
the lives, liberty and property of its ſubjects when the ge- 
neral ſafety of the whole requires it: as in caſes of felony, 
where life and conſequently liberty is forfeited 3 and in caſes 
of high treaſon, where both life, liberty and property are 
forfeited. ; | 2 

They ſet forth, that their anceſtors were, at the time of 
their emigration from the mother country, entitled to all 
rights, liberties and immunities of free and natural born 
ſubjects within the realm of England, and that they their 
deſcendants are now entitled to the ſame; a claim which 
neither the wiſdom nor juſtice of this country will deny 
them, provided they will yield the ſame obedience to the 
laws and conſtitution of this country, which was the pride, 


left it. 

It has been ſtrongly urged by the advocates for America, 
that they were not repreſented : this has made deep impteſ- 
ſions on the minds of many people, who thought if they 
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Britiſh ſenate all would be well, and every thing again ſub- 
ide to its original harmony: but how vain this hope all 
muſt ſee who read the fourth reſolution of the congreſs, 
whereby they expreſsly tell you that the Engliſh colonies, 
from their local and other circumſtances, cannot be repre- 
ſented in the Britiſh parliament; from which it muſt be 
obvious to every one, that it is not a common mixed repre- 
ſentation with Great Britain they wiſh to enjoy, but a free 
and independent legiſlature of their own. | 

They likewiſe claim the full benefit of our moſt exellent 
conſtitution, though in the ſame breath they deny and reſiſt 
its legal authority in every part. They declare the keeping 
a ſtanding army in the colonies in time of peace, without 
the conſent of the legiſlature, of the colony in which it is ſo 
kept up, is againſt law. In times of danger from their 
foreign and domeſtic enemies, they acquieſced without mur- 
muring to this ſtanding army, kept up at our expence; but 
no ſooner is the moment of danger over, and they feel them- 
ſelves in a ſtate of ſecurity from the calamities of war, and 
that this ſtanding army becomes neceſſary to ſecure their 
obedience and allegiance to the Jaws and conſtitution of this 
country — but it is inadmiffible, contrary to law, and a fla- 
$'ant violation of the freedom of their American conſtitu- 
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the glory, and protection of their anceitors, at the time they 


were allowed an adequate number of repreſentatives in the 
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Can we view with an indifferent eye the reſolutions of 
the congreſs, where in a ſtile more becoming the haughty 
courts of Verſailles and Madrid, they inhibit all intercourſe 
of commerce between America and this country. To all 
nations with whom we are not aQually at war, we can 
tranſport our commodities with ſafety, — it is only on 
the inhoſpitable continent of America, that Britiſh many. 
factures, the produce of Britiſh - induſtry, cannot find an 
aſylum. ' 
Much has been ſaid with reſpe to the reception of the 
merchants petition, Nobody can or ought to have a higher 
reſpe& for that honourable body of men, than I have; but 
I muſt fay, I think their petition was decently received and 
decently treated, The advocates for it prefled for its being 
referred to the fame committee with the papers ; alledging, if 
it was not heard in that committee that you would decide 
upon the papers without having the evidence of the merchants; 
which might be eſſential to your determining properly upon 
that great queſtion, In the courſe of the buſineſs of this 
Houſe, it ſo fell ont, that on the Thurſday fixed for conſider- 
ing the papers, which was the day before the merchants 
committee, the Houſe could not proceed upon them, and the 
conſideration of them was adjourned till the Tueſday fol- 
lowing. This left the very next day open for the merchants 
to come to your bar, and there give you their full eri. 
dence, which we could carry in our minds to meet that of 
the papers on the Tueſday following : but what was our fur- 
priſe, when this Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, and 
called for the merchants; only one ſingle perſon appear- 
ed, who fead a written paper, the purport of which was, 
that they had nothing to offer, as they could not be heard in 
the ſame committee with the papers. Much has been ſaid too, 
of foreign powers taking the advantage of our diſputes with 
America, I am — fears of that kind are ill- found. 
ed, as all powers on the continent of Europe, who hare 
ſettlements in the weſtern and ſouthern world, are alarmed 
left, if our colonies ſhould ſucceed in ſhaking off their de- 
1 on this country, their would ſoon follow the ex- 
ample. | | : 
Strong ſuſpicions have been thrown out, that the Ameri 
cans have been heated to their preſent frenzy by incendiarits 
from home. If there are Catalines in this country, (I af 
ſure there are none of them within theſe walls, for we are il 
henourable men) with have been plotting treaſons in 
dark againſt the ftate, let them be dragged to light ; let 9 
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he offered up a ſacrifice to the juſt reſentments of the people 
and the violated rights of their country; let their names be 
handed down with infamy to poſterity, and let ages yet to 
come execrate their memory, 

Therefore, upon the whole, if a univerſal reſiſtance ta the 
civil government of America, as by law eſtabliſhed, if deny- 
ing a free and reciprocal interchange of Britiſh and American 
commodities, if reſiſting every act of the Britiſh legiſlature, 
and abſolutely, in —. and deed, denying the ſovereignty 
of this country, if laying a ſtrong hand on the revenues of 
America, if ſeizing his Majeſty's forts, artillery, and ammu- 
nition, if exciting and ſtimulating, by every means, the 
whole ſubjects of America to take arms and to reſiſt the conſti - 


ſtate, that every good man muſt lament, and none more 
than myſelf, as I ſincerely wiſh every moderate and conſti- 
utional method to be taken to bring back theſe unhappy and 


conciliating meaſures ſhall fail, this country has no alterna- 
ve left, but to make. uſe. of that power they enjoy, under 
heaven, for the proteCtion of the whole empire ; and to ſhew 


nith their blood, to gain this conſtitution for us, we, like 
en, in defiance of faction at home, or rebellion abroad, are 
letermined, in glorious emulation of their example, to tranſ- 
nit it perfect and unimpaired to poſterity, or periſh in the 
attempt. | 

Theſe, Sir, are my ſentiments on this great queſtion, low- 
ng from the pureſt dictates of an uninfluenced and unbiafſed 
onſcience, ſupported by a heart ready to bleed for the rights 
und liberties of the people, indifferent to me where I meet 
e invaders of them, whether on the cultivated plains of. 
itain, or the more wild uncultiv-ted deſetts of America; 
0 ſhall give my hearty affirmative to this motion. | 
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o point out thoſe Catalines who had fomented civil diſſentions; 
d every one elſe thought the imputation and deſcription be- 
nzed to another ſet of men. Said, You are in the laſt mo- 
at wherein there can be any poſſibility of a pauſe that may 
, any meaſure of reconciliation, The addreſs cries 


woc 
Mr, Joffe ſaid, his ideas differed ſo widely from the noble 
on North] he could * give his aſſent to meaſures his 
| ſoul 


tutional authority of Great-Britain, are acts of treaſon, then 
are the Americans in a ſtate of the moſt flagrant rebellion; a 


leluded people to a ſenſe of their duty. But if, after all, 
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de Americans, that as our anceſtors deluged this country 


TheRt. Hon. T. Townſhend inſiſted the imputation of cauſ- Right Hon. 
Ig a civil war was miſplaced ; called upon the late ſpeaker ue ung 


Mr. Folyffe. 
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Mr. Stang. Mr. Stanley approved of the propoſed addreſs ; remarked on 


Lord Tu- 


- for the executive power to act by, in preference tg the wi 
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ſoul ſhuddered at; diſapproved of the plan, and was for con. 
ſidering it in every light, leſt reſiſtance ſhould be made jufj. 
ftable. 


the papers; ſaid he wanted nothing but the Americans t» 
ſubmit; would then hang out the olive branch, propoſe an 
amneſty, an act of grace and oblivion, a compact; but 
thought ſome examples ought to be made. | 

Lord Irnham began with aſking What are the real ſprings 
and motives for adminiſtration's carrying on of this alarming 
and ruinous American war? The Hole of Commons, in 
my humble opinion, ſaid his lordſhip, cannot perceive, by 
any thing that has been communicated to us from paper 
read at your table, which contain very little more than what 
we have ſeen in the public prints; nor do I think it likely 
we ſhould grow wiſer by any information more candid and 
ſatisfactory than that they have already beſtowed upon uz 
However, [ ſhall ſuppoſe in their favour, that they have other 
reaſons and motives for their conduct, than have hitherto 
appeared to that part of this Houſe which conſiſts of inde- 

ndent members of parliament. 

When I fay they, I mean the noble lord at the head of ad 
niſtration, and a few others his chief aſſociates; for, as 1 
the maſs of thoſe who ſupport his meaſures, I believe they 
do not inſiſt upon more weighty arguments than that con- 
ſtant one he furniſhes them with. Since, therefore, parlis 
ment cannot merely, from the materials on your table, 2. 
prove or ſanctify this violent attack upon America; and 
ſince the ſafety or conſequence of it cannot be tried a 
any commercial conſiderations, which this Houſe has for 
the preſent debarred us from, kindly indeed in one reſpe 
as the view of it would have exhibited a moſt gloomy 
uncomfortable proſpect; we are therefore, in obedience td 
their will, to combat them on the ground they have choſen; 
and we muſt conſider this American war, in regard to i 
being a conſtitutional, and likewiſe a political queſtion, ut 
der the latter head, including foreign and domeſtic policy 
On the ground then that they have choſen, I will meet them, 
and fairly put our cauſe to the iſſue. | 

Firſt, to conſider it in a conſtitutional light, it militat 
againſt the 8755 principle which has conſtantly been ado 
by the friends of liberty, which is the life and ſoul of tut 
whiggiſm— that the intereſt of the community at large 
their ſenſe of that intereſt, ought to govern and be the f 
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or opinion of any man, or order of men, however dignified, 
as ſervants of that community, 

To evince this clearly, let us look back to the firſt ſtrug- 
ple for liberty, in the reign of Charles the martyr. What 
was then the great point to be decided ? Was it not whether 
the few, though poſſeſſed of all the powers in the ſtate, civil, 
military, and eccleſiaſtical, might employ thoſe powers 
againſt the will of the many (the hody of the people) or 
ſhould conform themſelves to the latter ? 

On the one fide were, not only the monarch then on the 
throne, -but a high ſpirited and ſplendid peerage, my lords 
the biſhops, and indeed the whole hierarchy, called the 
church, by far the majority of my lords the judges, and the 
other ſuperiors - of the long robe, with their numerous de- 
pendants. Theſe all were for ſupporting the prerogative of 
the crown, as enlarged by the "Tudors and Stuarts. They 
were for the alpen lag power, ſtar- chamber proſecutions, 
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which this nation ſhould be governed. 

On the contrary ſide, were the people of England at large, 
and as part of themſelves, their faithful and independent re- 
preſentatives in this Houſe ; the great commercial cities of 
London and Briſtol ; the important inland towns, Coventry, 
Birmingham, Mancheſter, &c. &c. the manufacturers, arti- 
ficers, and huſbandmen throughout the kingdom: both ſides 
appealed to the. ſword, and after the trial of many a well- 
fought field, it was determined in favour of the people at 
large; and on that deciſion all your liberty, property, and 
happineſs has been founded on that principle, of the ſove- 
reignty virtually, ultimately, and really, reſiding in the peo- 
ple, | 
All whiggiſm, every rational idea of the conftitution of 
this, and any other perfectly free country, muſt reſt and be 
bottomed on this definition. It was the conſtitution of 
Rome, when in its perfection. The Romans had conſuls 
repreſenting the Kingly power; they had alfo a ſenate, but 
” lovereignty virtually and ultimately refided in the people 
at arge, 4: ; | 
Now, Sir, let us try the queſtion of this day; as it in- 
cludes in its conſequences the liberty and property of your 
whole wide and extended empire; fill more extenifive than 
that of Rome. Let us try it, Sir, by that touchRone, that 
erterion, me intereſt, and the opinion of that intereſt, con- 
ſequently: the will and deſire of all who claim the rights of 
Engliſhmen, Pirſt, Sir, your vaſt and beneficiar territbries 
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ſhip-money, and other arbitrary claims, as the true plan on 
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in America ; your kingdom of Ireland; your unpenfioned 
and unwarped neighbours of Scotland ; and at .home, your 
citizens of London, Briſtol, and Norwich; your trading 


towns of Mancheſter, Birmingham, Coventry; and, in 


ſhort, every great commercial. and * City and 
town in England ; the whigs diſperſed throughout 
county; theſe are all averſe to this dreadful and dangerous 
civil war, and are attached and rivetted to the * now 
e ſpouſe, and to which adminiſtration are enemies. 
Pray, Sir, what can you arrange on the oppoſite ſide? And 
who are for ſupporting thoſe hoſtile meaſures ? for, except- 
ing the noble lord at the head of adminiſtration, and ſome 
few others, ſo very few, that they will eaſily occur to every 
one that hears me, the reſt of the abettors of this extraordi- 
nary attempt, are as contemptible a collection of ſervile 
courtiers, renegado whigs, and fawning, bigotted tories, az 
every ſtrove to ſupport the meaſures of any adminiſtration, 
It reminds me of Virgil's arrangement of the oppoſite forces 
at the battle of Actium. On the one ſide were troops of Bac- 
trians, Arabians, Egyptians, and every ſervile nation then 


in the world; and at the head of them their contemptible 


divinities. Omnigenumgque Deum monſira & latrator Anubis 
[that Egyptian dog who was the emblem of ſervitude Cen- 
tra Neptunum & Venerem contrague Minervam ; for, Sir, Ne- 
tune, that is the whole ſcafaring as well as commercial inte- 
reſt, is againſt this meaſure, As to Venus, every grace of 
body and mind is annexed to liberty. And as for Minerw, 
wiſdom and true policy are on the fide of the Americans; 
and the arts, of which ſhe is the patroneſs, muſt immediately 
withdraw, when you have removed her olive branch. 
Contra Neptunum & Venerem contraque Mineruam. 
And now, Sir, to view it next in a political light ;—fult, 
in regard to foreign powers, and then in regard to ourſcives 


-at home | 


Is it poſſible to conceive that any thing on earth could 
give that heart-felt pleaſure to France and Spain that this 
unfortunate ſyſtem of oppreſſing America has done ! You 
had become the maſters of all warlike America, which they 
term bold America; and with that aſſiſtance you bid fair to 
cruſh their power in every part of the globe, whenever they 
dared to provoke you; and now you have weakly, impolitich 
and dangerouſly, contrived to irritate, injure, and inflame 
America againft you; and if we are not blind to our om 
intereſt, we might eaſily perceive this by the condudt of the 
French and Spaniards, on your applying to their reſpectin 
courts for orders to ſtop their as Ox rom ſupplying _ 
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rica with goods or warlike ſtores, They immediately (ap- 
parently againſt every motive of their intereſt and policy) 
comply with your demands ; and for what ends, but plainly 
to urge you on, and incite you to your own deſtruction ? 
For 42 on it, that notwithſtanding all this courteſy and 
politeſſe, the Americans will receive from them every ounce 
of powder and ball that they can pay for, as well as all other 
goods in abundance- This is therefore a meaſure of confiding 
in our new friends and old enemies the French and 'Spaniards, 
inſtead of our old friends and brethren the Americans. This 
kind of policy is inſecure in private concerns, but muſt be 
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e ruinous, fatal and deſtructive, in this great, this important, 
y ind this deciſive one. And now, Sir, to ſift and examine it 
. in what is infinitely of more importance, by a political pro- 
e ceſs; by which it may be tried in thoſe reſpects wherein it 


would operate as to our own internal happineſs and ſecurity : 
What the making our prince abſolute and deſpotic over all 
his vaſt American ; wor nions, cannot, in the ſober apprehen- 
hon or conſtitutional creed of any man that hears me, add a 
title to the happineſs our ſovereign enjoys, as a monarch li- 
mitted by the laws he found eſtabliſhed both there and here : 
and I am fully perſuaded, by the frequent gracious declara- 
tions that have fallen from his mouth, he, following his na- 
tural and noble diſpoſition, unperverted and unſeduced, either 
dy his avowed or by his inward cabinet,” would of all men 
ving leſs wiſh to poſſeſs ſuch deſporic power. But that 
e attempt may prove ruinous to our liberty, property, and 
very thing dear to our civil rights, I appeal to the hiſtory 
pf may ſtate that has heretofore figured on the ſtage of the 
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armies to enforce the ſovereignty over their provinces, (an al- 
uring motive) has ſubjugated them all in their turns, and 
xtinguiſhed their conftitutional proviſions and barriers againſt 
ranny, | . | 

To paſs over the leſſer ſtates, not only Marius, and Sylla, 
d Czfar, but Auguſtus and Tiberius, thoſe able tyrants, 
ſho ſyſtematically ruined the Roman liberty, achi it by 
00ps raiſed to maintain the Roman ſovereignty over their 


2 26 


bey allo oppreſſed the liberty of the Roman republic; and 
mer project reached ſtill farther than they expected; for it 
opped not till the military power, eſtabliſhed by them for 
pt end, overturned the imperial power itſelf. In leſs than 
years from the death of Auguſtus, thoſe armies raiſed to 
ep the provinces in awe, had no. leſs than three emperors 
on 


Wen 


orld. | 
The adopting of the meaſures of ſupporting large ſtanding 


rovinces, They did indeed ſubdue thoſe provinces ; but 
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Mr. Adam. 


plain. | | 81 
Mr. Scstt. Mr. Scott repreſented the dangers of a civil war, but pteß 


— Campb-- Colonel Oampbell ſpoke for the addreſs, but not warmly: 
Gov. Job- Governor Fohaftone. Before you pronounce this d 


fme. ſentence upon à meritorious, ſober, and induſtrious peoph 


a conſtitutional as we 


charge of the duty I owe myſelf, and likewiſe with à vier 
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on foot at the ſame time; and thenceforward the mili 

power diſpoſed of the empire, and gave to whom it pleaſed th 
throne of the Cæſars. Whoever will calmly examine thoþ 
-precents, tis impoſſible but they muſt be convinced that the 
lite cauſes muſt have ſimilar effects. Oppreſſed by an oe. 


grown army, the liberty of America and Ireland (for thi 


ds next in the miniſterial plan) and afterwards that 9 


Great Britain, will follow of courſe ;—the monſter of d. 


ſpotiſm will only grant even to the latter the favour intended 
for Ulyſſes, that of being laſt devoured, 
I have now, Sir, to the beſt of my ability, agitated this 
great queſtion on the pr propoſed by adminiſtration, in 
I] as in a political light; and will ven. 
ture to aſſert, that it appears in both thoſe views formidable 
and deſtructive; and that it becomes abſolutely neceſſary u 
retract the unconftitutional and impolitic fteps which adi. 
niſtration have hitherto taken, founded evidently upon toy 
and arbitrary principles. | 
Let us, therefore, at length, return back to thoſe glori 
nous maxims — liberty eſtabliſhed by our great de. 
liverer King William the Third— that friend to mankind; 
to whom we owe that this nation, by adhering heretofore tb 
thoſe maxims,. had become the moſt powerful and illuſtrion 
on earth; and by whoſe wiſdom. the ſceptre of this empin 
has been placed in the hands of the family who now wiel 


it; which may they ever do with honour and perfect ſafety 


whilſt they remain enthroned in the hearts of all the Joya, 
free born, independent, and whiggiſh ſubjects throughout 
*Great-Britain, Ireland, and America a 
Mr. Adam ſpoke againſt the motion; recurred to firſt pri 
ciples; ſaid he was a whig; declared his readineſs to ſup- 
port the conſtitution of Great · Britain, in which America ws 
included; fpoke of the doctrine of reſiſtance; declared tit 
Americans never had a legal power of reſiſtance in their cot 
ſtitution. This laſt fentence brought up Mr. Jolyffe tow 


ed the expediency and neceſſity of violent meaſures on it 
Nt oe | 5 


T hope · the Houſe will indulge: me with a few words in d, 
tranfmitw 


* 


nA T E:& 


tranſmitting my character fair to poſterity, when thoſe black 
ſcenes ſhall be examined without prejudice, | 
The real queſtion before us is, upon the proper meaſures 
to be purſued reſpecting our fellow- ſubjects in America. In 
order to judge of this, we muſt conſider the real cauſe of 
diſpute. I ſay, the ſubſtantial difference turns upon the 
right of taxation. Moſt of the advocates on the other fide. 
have endeavoured to flur this point, and alledge, That the 
claims of the Americans extend far beyond this article, and 
that the act of navigation itſelf is in danger. —But it is im- 
poſſible for a judicious mind to read the material papers, and 
not to ſee that this is illuſory. The congreſs has expreſſly 
told us, They are — to acquieſce in thoſe laws which 
ſecure to us the monopoly of their trade, as neceſſary in the 
mutual connection ;—and the inſtructions from Philadelphia, 
on which the proceedings of the congreſs are chiefly formed, 
ayow theſe doctrines in more full and explicit terms, This 
method of condemning men by inference and conjecture, con- 
trary to their repeated declarations, I cannot approve ; I ſhall 
therefore bend the whole force of my argument to the origi- 
nal cauſe of quarrel—taxation. . 
The great and only ſecret yet found out, for preſerving the 
liberties of mankind from the incroachments of that power 
which is neceſſary for the executive in large kingdoms, is the 


Cw. 
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* power of the purſe. This was the ſubject of contention in 
ue civil wars of Charles the Firſt. It is this privilege alone 
1 ybich makes the Houſe of Commons reſpectable: this is the 
= point which Hampden obtained for us! And ] leave every 
| ene acquainted with the hiſtory of thoſe memorable times, to 
12 determine in his own mind, ** Whether we ſhould ever have 
tp enjoyed this bleſſing, if he had tamely paid the tax, and, had 


not reſiſted? From this power we derive the certainty of 
alembling the repreſentatives of the people; by this redreſs of 
ev ances may precede ſupplies; and the ſecurity that the ex- 
* erciſe will not be abuſed is derived from hence, that the Houſe 

cannot impoſe on others what they are not to feel them- 
* (elves, By the principles of the conſtitution, every man ſhould 
* te repreſented ; but the deviation from a rule, too nice for 

pattice, is ſafely borne, becauſe the intereſt of every parti- 
5 cular member remains as a pledge, that no. individual can be 
er- burthened: when this ſecurity is removed, there is no 

longer any ſafety for thoſe to whem the fact does not apply. 
kat is the caſe reſpecting the Americans Does any mem- 
ber feel himſelf affected zy the impoſuiogs he (ball lay on 
Rem? Nay, does not the contrary principle prevail? The 


more 
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more he ſhall burthen America, the more he will relieve hin. 
ſelf. Judge Houbbert ſays, If an act of parliament wa 
made conſtituting a man a judge in his own cauſe, it would 
be void by the law of nature.” Yet ſuch is the preciſe ſity. 
ation in which we contend we ought to be placed, reſpeQing 
the Americans, and for the denial of which we are ready to 
condemn our fellow-ſubjects to all the tortures enaCted by 
the laws of treaſon, 

Let us look round, and view the fate of different ſtates 
that have yielded or preſerved the privileges for which the 
Americans contend. So ſoon as the cortes loſt this power, 
their ſlavery was compleat. Portugal has now no veſtige of 
this Palladium Here is tyranny ſupreme ! In France, where 
the traces are left, (as in the pays detat) their happineſs i 
diſtinguiſhable from the miſery of other parts. In Britain 
we are yet free, becauſe we retain it. In Holland, Switzer 
land, and the other ſtates of Europe, they are more or leſs ſo 
as they preſerve it. 3 

What are the circumſtances that diſtinguiſh and protect the 
Britiſh colonies from thoſe of other nations? The repre- 
ſentatives of the people met in general aſſembly, and the trul 
by jury—lf the ſyſtem of taxation, by the parliament d 

reat-Britain, takes place, what being can be ſo credulou 
as to expect the aſſemblies of the people will ever meet; and 
it is confeſſed, that admiralty courts, diſclaiming trials by 
jury, are neceſſary to enforce this ſpecies of taxation. Here 
then are all the eſſential privileges of an Engliſhman depen- 
dent on this queſtion, and the real intereſt of the ſtate is no 
way concerned in the contrary ſcale, ſince the proſperity of 
the colonies muſt ever prove the riches and glory of Eng- 
land. Nothing but the abſurd pride, or narrow ignorance 
of the preſent adminiſtration, can be thrown into it. When 
once this ſyſtem takes place, we ſhall then feel the tyranny 
and oppreflion of governors, with all their train of depen- 
dents, as in the provinces of Rome, which are now quoted 
as an example. | 8 5 

Thus much ſuppoſing the Americans right in the 6 * 
(as I believe they are); but ſuppoſing them wrong, 1 
now ftate their excuſe, and ſee what heart can condenil 
them, and retain any claims to humanity, 12 

The queſtion. concerning the right to tax the colonies, 
though clear'to thoſe who are iceifiomed to think deeply o 
the principles of free governments, is difficult to comma 
apprehenſions. Monteſquieu has obſerved, *<* that in de- 
ſpotiſm every thing ought to depend on two or three _ 
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As for inſtance, . is there any thing ſo fit to ſolve this diſpute, 
23 the unity of the Britiſh empire—the ſupremacy of the 
legiſlative authority of Great Britain—the omnipotence of 
parliament ? Is there any man ſo ignorant, after havin 
heard. thoſe ſounding words, as not Side to — . 
the whole of the controverſy ? Plodding, thinking creatures, 
who are accuſtomed to conſider the complicated privileges in 
2 free government, from whence the harmony of the whole 
ſprings, may be puzzled ; but men who have never diſturbed 
their repoſe with ſuch dry conſiderations, can have no doubt. 
on the matter; be that as it may, certain it is, that the diſ- 
cuſſion of this moſt important queſtion was debated in this 
ſſembly by the greateſt abilities, after the fulleſt informa- 
tion that ever accompanied any political queſtion, The de- 
fon was in favour of the Americans; the ſtamp act was 
epealed.—I admit that principles of expediency” are. al- 
edged as the reaſon, in the preamble of the bill; but the. 
nen who boldly denied, during this diſcuſſion, the power of 
axing the colonies, as conſtitutionally exiſting in the com- 
ons of Great Britain, namely Lord Chatham and Lord 
amden, (men of as extraordinary talents as ever adorned ſo- 
ety) the one was made prime miniſter, the other wag created 
peer, and lord high chancellor of Great Britain, the keeper. 
pf the King's conſcience What American could have re- 
ned any 3 of his cauſe in the mind of his Majeſty, or 
e gation, after ſuch a deciſion? The compromiſing act 
oon followed (for the ſake of gratifying a party) violating 
ll the principles of commerce and policy in the ſump- giving 
Iray-backs here, exacting duties there, committing the power 
authority of the nation on ſubjects which never could, 
roduce any effectual revenue, and this in a manner that all 
jen of ſenſe muſt ever condemn. 22 1986 | 
When the Americans ſaw, by this act of parliament, that 
de great queſtion was likely again to return upon them, in 
de progreſs of time, through the greedineſs, ignorance, or 
wrice of ſtateſmen, they met the polition it its ly, circuitous, 
ueſtion le ſhape ; they recurred to their old. principles; 
J revolted. againſt the preamble ; they tranſmitted peti- 
Ions; and all failing, they entered into non-importation 
E wy : on. roduced Lord Fm 1 circular 
» which I, will repeat again an in, till a contrary. 
pnduRt is purſued ; * Kalb dern e can be given 
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ans, thus fortified in their opinions 3 the point 


taxation, are unanimous againſt our power, from Noya. 
W 2 ee our Peers Vola 


— 


out it, while the preſent doctrines are avowed... The Ame- 
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| — Scotia to Georgia. If there be any doubt on this ſact, 
not call Governor Eden? We are told he lately arrived; 
it would have been becoming to have produced him: but 
call on his relations, friends, or any man, to contradict me 
in this aſſertion, that the Americans are unanimous again 
this power of taxation, as lodged in the Britiſh parliament," 
They are reſolved to reſiſt; and ſince you have placed then 
in a ſituation, where they muſt either be rebels or flaves, the 
blame muſt lie with thoſe wha have drove them to this 
dilemma. . | 
In diſcuſſing the queſtion of reſ#Ktance, the gentlemen on 
the other ſide have great advantages. We ſtand on difficul 
ground, ſince, from its nature, it never can be defined, & 
admitted as lawful. The firſt officer of the crown has fail 
expreſſed my ideas on the ſubject. The principle ſhould nem 
be extinguiſhed in any government, much leſs in a fre 
country; the occaſion muſt ever be referred to the genen 
feelings of mankind. Now, if depriving a trading townd 
its commerce—if cutting off whole ſocieties from the beneli 
of the element which God has given them—if proceeding to 
deprive them of the fiſhery, their ſubſiſtence—if altering 


their charter, and annihilating all their rights, without hearin 
them in their defence—if eftabliſhing, in its ſtead, a new for 
of government, which leaves all things in confuſion—ifered- 
ing a ſyſtem of tyranny in their neighbourhood, and eftz 
bliſhing (not tolerating) all the abſurdities of the Ron 
catholic religion trial by jury difmifſed—babeas corpus & 
nied- the repręſentatives of the people determined yſclefs= 
inferior duties levied by act of parliament—in ſhort, p 
dents for the violation of every thing we hold moſt facredit 
this country : I ſay, if acts like theſe can vindicate refifta 
the Americans can quote them, and God and the world mit 
udge between us. For my own part, I confider, with Lon 
— F* that treaſon againft the conſtitution is the 
ſpecies of that crime. At of parliament are ſacred thing 
and yet they may be ſo made, grinding the face of mankind 
that human nature will revolt at their ſeverity, Dudley u 
Einpſom were hanged for aQing=according to 8 of ff 
I have now ſtated the arguments which ſhould induce 
to pauſe at leaſt before you take this irretrievable ep, 1 
examine next the conſequeneess. : 
Suppoſe we ſhould ſucceed in fubduing the Americans, 
it not clear from Henceforward that we muſt govern them . 
military force ? Muſt not our army be increafed in pop 
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ton? While his Majeſty retains the power of moving his 
troops from one part of his dominions to another, can there 
be any ſafety for the liberties of -this country ? If the mortifi- 
ration begins at the extremities, will it not ſoon communicate 
to the centre? Every man acquainted with the hiſtory of na- 
tions muſt foreſee the conſequences. If we fail in the at- 
tempt, which is the happieſt event that can occur, what diffi- 
eulties may not diſguſt, irritations, and all the horrors of 
civil war, engender ? While the juſtice and moderation of 
this country are blotted from the face of the earth, and the 
accumulated expence, when the ſprings of riches are cut off, 
muſt ſhake public credit to the very centre. | 

The noble lord has hinted, *+ if repealing the tea tax would 
do, he would yield that,“ and he ſpeaks even faintly on the 
power of taxation, If theſe are his principles, ve are yet 
inore inexcuſable. We are going to puniſh men for main- 
taining what we are ready to yield, and to engage the nation 
in endleſs expence, for the ſake of a quiddity. Since he- 


omplete to the Americans. 


ſatisfaction muſt be equally c 
But the noble lord alle ges, 
tration would not now do.“ This is conjecture on his 
part: but at leaſt it would produce this good ee ſhould 
divide the Americans z we ſhould unite men in this country, 
and go to the conteſt with better hopes of ſucceſs. The 
the noble lord gives for his opinion are ſeveral indiſcreet 
acts of different meetings ſince the. late confufion in America. 
Such detail never affects me. I think no conclufions can be 
drawn from them In all civil wars, when the people are let 
looſe-to reaſon on government, a thouſand abſurd doctrines 
are broathed. Let us apply this to our on co let us 
remember all the ridicu circumſtances which Hudibras 
has painted better than I can. But ſhould the great cauſe of 
lidetty, in Which our anceſtors were engaged, ſuffer. from 
ſuch eireumſtances? To their feelings we may truſt ; on the 
teaſoning of the multitude there is little dependance. For 
my on part, I think with Cardinal De Retz, that any 
humber above one hundred is at beſt but a mere mob. [ Here 
the Houſe felt the expreſſions as too frong.}—lt never could be 
ay intention to apply the rule to this Houſe, long trained in 
form and — though ſometimes there are doctrines and 
baer e even here, that would ſurprize a ſtranger into this 


But the noble lord ſays, «© Why not petition firſt, and 
«knowledge the right, e we will-grant-eelief,” = 
A | 
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thet renounced on the principles of expediency or right, tbe 
that yielding the point of 
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they not petitioned ? Is there a means of fupplication and 
proteſtation they have not tried ? I am convinced they went 
to the crown merely as a mode of introducing their petition 
here. Now you deny hearing their — An honourable 
gentlemen in adminiſtration ſays, „he wiſhed we had head 
their petitions.” Do not then condemn them for not petition- 
ing, till you have declared your reſolution to hear them. Cay 
it be expected the Americans will act on the inuendos of x 
miniſter ? If you mean fair, why not declare your intentions 
by ſome binding act? After the Eaſt India company, who 
wilktruſt you ? You invited them to petition, under hopes and 
declarations, and afterwards made uſe of this very petition, 
to deprive them both of their money and their privileges, In 
the ceded iſlands you invited men to ſettle under t 
proclamation, and- then levied four and a half per cent on 
their produce, which procedure has lately been condemned in 
the courts of law. In Canada you have been guilty of x 
greater violation, as liberty is dearer than property, Here 
you have deſpiſed the — proclamation, and forfeited your 
engagements to mankind, I repeat it again, What man cr 
ſociety of men can truſt you ? | 
The next objection to the Americans is the congrels, 
This is now termed an illegal meeting. Government hen, 
lay by with great expectation, waiting their reſolves, If 
they had been favourable to their views, or had any untowarl 
. circumſtances broke their union, we ſhould: have had much 
eulogium on the congreſs. Now they have come to reſolve 
favourable to the liberties of: mankind, all is abuſe. I do nut 
| know by what law (except that of common ſenſe) mankind 
can be regulated on theſe occaſions; What kind of meeting 
can that be called, which was held in this place at the Re- 
lution ? Aldermen and old members of parliament — 
conſultation.” The neceſſity on theſe occaſions gives riſe to 
the caſe. You wiſhed. to know the ſenſe of the people u 
America: Was ever the judgment of a people ſo fairly taken 
Firſt che occaſion is promulgated: the people chuſe repit- 
ſentatives ; theſe chuſe deputies; the deputies in congre 
publiſh their proceedings, each member returns to his u. 
ſpective ama where his conduct is again approved N 
place, no penſion, no bribe, to influence his election, or bu 
his vote. But even as to the legality, the manner of met: 
jag is not new; government itſelf called a congreſs in tif 
laſt war, to apportion the quotas of men and troops. 
One gentleman has ſaid,” & that our ſituation is quite nes, 
and there is no example in hiſtory to direct our ſteps. oh 
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there is à caſe directly ſimilar, but we are too conceited-to 


t from ſuch experience. Philip the Second and his ſeven- 
teen provinces are the counterpart of what we are acting. 
The debates in his council on ſending the Duke of Alva into 
the Netherlands, are applicable in every part. He was ad- 
viſed by two ſenſible men, to repair thither himſelf, and hear 
the complaints of his people, before he came to ſuch raſh. re- 
ſolves : but the majority ſaid, as in this caſe, that his glory 
was. compromiſed, It was not religion only, but taxing 
without conſent of their ſtates, that brought matters to the 
aſt extremity ; the Duke of Alva, it is true, was victorious 
every where at firſt, but his cruelties were. but ſowing the 
ſerpent's teeth. The gues, the beggars of the Briel, eſteemed 
at that time infinitely more deſpicable. than the New En- 
glandmen are repreſented, gave the firſt ſhock to the power 
of Spain, In 3 the probability of events, can any 
man ſay Great Britain has ſuch a proſpect of victory in the 
conteſt, as Spain might then have expected? yet we know 
the event, and how that mighty empire was rent in pieces. 
The preſent reſolution hurries us into that ſituation, from 
which there is no retreating. It obliges the Americans, im- 
mediately to act. By declaring them in rebellion, they muſt 
have recourſe to arms ; all negociation is cut off, I think 
the word rebellion both impolitic and unjuſtifiable. I be 
to know what paper en your table can vindicate that term 


- 


'The firſt law officer of the crown ſaid, ** A number of men 


committing treaſon was rebellion.” I differ from him in the 


definition: according to my conception of the phraſe, they 


muſt be in military array, to affect ſome military purpoſe. 
One hundred men coining money are not in rebellion, thoug 
committing treaſon. Inſurrections to pull down incloſures 
is not rebellion, though deemed a conſtructive levying war. 
ln the caſe of Purchaſe and Demerce, for pulling down the 
meeting houſes, they were convicted of treaſon, but no one ever 
thought of ſaying the confederates or aſſociates were in re- 
belllon. I think we ſhould be very cautions how we crimi- 
nate bodies of men on ſuch intelligence. I dare ſay the 
noble lord has been deceived himſelf : but this I affirm, he 
has hitherto conſtantly deceived this houſe. It appears to 
me that no intelligence from General Gage can be depended 
on. I beg the Houſe will attend particularly to what I now 
ſay, before they engage their lives and fortunes. It appears 
General Gage has regularly deceived adminiſtration. No 
exent has turned out as he foretold, or gave reaſon to hope, ; 
| - 
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ſhe next letter conſtantly contradifts the expectations raiſe! 
the former, He ſeems never have known what they were 
ut—no doubt profsly impoſed on himſe}f—but the faqs 
are undeniable. hen he firft arrived, he writes, the 
malecontents were abaſhed, and the friends of government 
would ſoon appear. Next, his expectations from the aſſem- 
bly were difappointed, and he diſſolves them in ſurpriſe; 
then, there would be no'congreſs ; next, though there woull 
be a congreſs, they would differ and diſagree : in fhort, led 
on, and leading others by vain expectations, till the laſt let. 
ter, which announces a total diſaffection, and which I be. 
lieve to be the true ſtate of the provinces. - 7 
Singling out the province of Maſſachuſets Bay, can anſwer 
no purpoſe, but to expoſe our partiality. It is the cauſe of 
all, and the other colonies can never be ſo mean as firſt u 
8 and then deſert them before the general right 
The noble lord talks next of ſtopping their fiſheries ; but 
he ſays, the act is only to be temporary.” Does the noble 
lord think he can turn the channels of trade as eaſily as he 
can turn the majorities of this Houſe ? To explain the ide, 
Tuppoling the New England fiſheries ſtopt, their utenli 
-mult waſte and de - But, will the Engliſh merchant 
madly increaſe his — and fit —.— ſhips, if the act i 
temporary? If it is perpetual, the people in America 
Jen The conſequence is, that the French muſt in 
the end reap the benefit of all this ſtrange policy. | 
We are conſtantly ſtating the great obligation we hav 
'conferred on the colonies by our former behaviour towards 
them: if it was ever ſo good, we can claim no merit fro 
hence in private or public concerns, to do injury in futur, 
81. do not complain of your former behaviour, but they ſa; 
you have altered this very ſyſtem from whence you woull 
now derive their ſubmiffion. -- ES * 7 
© * There are two 2 the noble lord which I mut 
"remark upon before I fit down; the firft is, the comp 
rative view of taxation between this country and the colonis, 
according to the number of inhabitants. His lordſhip ſay 
<< we pay about twenty-five ſhillings a head, and they pif 
about ſix-pence,” Who is there ſo unacquainted with p- 
litical arithmetic as not to know that the ſmall - ſum poopl 
F. in taxation is often a proof of their — „ and Wi 
emonſtrating 


: from the greatneſs of the conſumption ? Let chis le 


* 
* 
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of reaſoning be applied to Ireland and Scotland, where we 
know the multitude to be poor in compariſon to the inhabi- 
tants of London, whom we know to be rich; beſides, if the 
coloniſt daes not pay in palpable caſh from his own hand, 
does not he pay all the taxes on the four millions of manu- 
faQures he receives, and part of thoſe taxes on the raw 
materials he ſends hither. | | | 

The other argument is ſtill more extraordinary, The 
noble lord ſays, if we fail in our attempt of forcing Ame- 
rica, we ſhall ſtill be in the ſame ſituation we are in at 
preſent,” What! after our armies have been diſgraced, our 
fellow ſubjects deſtroyed, all the irritation of à civil war, 
public confidence, and fair opinion loſt! does the noble 
ord think he will be in the ſame ſituation himſelf ? I really 
ſpeak it with regret ; for perſonally I have mych regafd for 
the noble lord, and particularly becauſe I perceive, from his 
faint manner of ſtating his propoſitions, that they are not 
the * of his own mind, and that they are forced 
on MM, ; 8 

cannot ſee my other memorandums, and therefore I ſhall 
conclude by heartily concurring with the noble lord who 
moved for the recommitment of this addreſs. 


I. %” i ao c- T5 wn a0 _ fo > — 


. 2 


the Americans had 
grants, they had a political connexion, - The commercial! 
connection was next in order. If we had ſtopped to hear 
the merchants petition, it was juſt the ſame as if we had ſtop- 


S AKK T5 


e ped the meaſures of government againſt the rebels, when 
bey were in the heart of the kingdom, to hear petitions from 
on reſton and Mancheſter. Was therefore for proceeding. 
oe. WY bere was a trifling altercation between this gentleman 
n — ot, Burke, but it had not relation with the fubject of 
u a 


which alone, he ſaid, can make one honeſt man the advocate 
for miniſterial meaſures, viz. that the Americans attack the 
lorerelpnty of this tountry,—He ſaid, the Americans do not 
tack the ſovereignty itſelf, but a certain exerciſe and uſe 
of that . He ſtated, that no tyranny itſelf found 
a juſtification of their 2 in the mere plea of their un- 
limited authority, He ated ſeven acts of tyranny, which 
juſtified reſiſtande. He ſhewed, that the cauſe of the late 
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e; that the trade" of the- country yrs fle affefted by 


Sir Robert Smyth ſpoke of two kinds of connexion which 8, Reger 
had with Great Britain, The firſt, as emi- Smyth. 


Mr. Burke applied his argument to that prevalent idea, wr, Beste, 


lons at home, and thoſe diſturbances ih America, differed 
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thoſe rebellions ; that our trade at preſent is the primary 
object; that the object of that rebellion was to ſet an un. 
natural tyrant on the throne; that he feared the American 
were now what we were then; and they were ſtruggling 
that an -inſufferable tyranny ſhould not be eſtabliſhed over 
them. He repreſented the deluſion practiſed by miniſtry, 
who in all ſpeeches argue that Boſton alone was in rebellion, 
and that it was * * with Boſton only; but he ſhewed 
that all America was concerned, from clear and poſitive fat, 
He proved, that from one end of the continent to the other, the 
like reſiſtance had been found; and he preſſed the inde. 
pendent members to conſider that; for he ſaid, if people 
were once convinced. that the . miſchief was ſo wide, they 
would think a little more ſeriouſly what might have been the 
cauſes of ſo general diſcontent, and might . wiſh to apply 
other remedies than fire or ſword. He ſaid, that their deh- 
nition of rebellion was the oddeſt he had ever heard; it 
mult be the deſtruction of tea; but burnipg tea was not in 
their definition rebellion, for ſuch a place had burnt it; 
that ſpoiling it in damp vaults was not in their definition, 
for it had been ſo treated in ſuch a place, Now to anſwes 
their definition of rebellion, tea muſt be drowned like 4 

ppy dog; and even that was not quite enough; it muſt 
be drowned, and drowned at Boſton. This was their deh- 


nition. of rebellion, He exerted himſelf to deprecate the 


ſhameleſs tyranny we exerciſed, He abhorred political a 
much as he did religious perſecution. His heart ſeemed 
engaged. He mentioned with horror the idea of tearing 
2 man from his family and friends the other fide the At- 
lantic, and tearing his heart out in Smithfield, tiling it 
the heart of a traitor, becauſe he would pot believe in- 
virtual repreſentation, - and becauſe he would not belive that 
America—was part of the manor of Greenwich. He ſaid, 


he had two years before called their attention to Virgin, 


the mother colony; and ſhewed that in all their proceed- 
ings Virginia had taken the, lead; and that therefore | 
was plain it was not Boſton, but America; .and, if 500 
meant a war with the Whale, you ought with your ee 
n to prepare for that, and not for a ſcuffle with Boſion. 
He alſo put it on its true bottom; Yau have, ſays : yout 
tion America or this miniſtry z. and he expoſcd, with 
his wit, the abſurdity of balancing in ſuch . a choicts 


c The Solicitor General, [Mr. Wedderburne] replied u 


neral. 


Mr. Burke. He largely of the goodneſs of Britain 4 


Be tppke Jargen.or | py of. 
America, Thought it highly neceſſary to enforce the wy 
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and complained much of the diſpoſitions of the Americans 


being encouraged from hence by thoſe who avowed their 
cauſe in England. 44 


Col. Barre allowed that the Americans might be encou- Col. Barre. 


ed by their confidence in having friends at home, when 
they recollected that a few years ago that gentleman's voice 
was made hoarſe in condemning the meaſures of this coun- 
try towards America, He [Mr. Wedderbarne] was never 
louder than in his invective againſt Lord Hillſborough for the 
letter which he [Mr. Wedderburne] inſiſted deſerved im- 
peachment. The Colonel went into a fine eulogium on the 
three gentlemen, Col. Howe, Col. Burgoyne, and Col. 
Clinton, deſtined to ſerve againſt America. He lamented 
that this country ſhould loſe their ſervices when the courſe of 
things muſt call for it; for a foreign war was inevitable, if 
we incurred a civil one. He inſiſted that no honourjeould be 
gained there. He avowed a fear that weſhould not vanquiſn, 
and inſiſted it was our duty to cheriſh the Americans. He 
reproached the ſpirit of adminiſtration, who in the Falkland's 
iſland buſineſs, and in all foreign tranſactions, readily ſacri- 
ficed the honour of the nation: but in dealings with our 
own people, when the people's good ought to be the firſt 
object, pride and dignity was their only principle. He 
ſhewed from count de Guines's memorial, that we had agreed 
8 to ly — but now the N muſt 
ubmit firſt; and when t o, to be par- 
doned when the — — 2 — | He faid 
he felt himſelf connected with America more than any man 
in the Houſe : and added, You- are. this night to — 
whether you are to make war on your colonies. 


Lord North profeſſed. good intentions, but did not ſeem Lord North, 


to promiſe much ſucceſs in his meaſures. He made ſome 
diſtinctions between his adminiſtration and the duke of 
Grafton's, Said he did not mean to tax America. And added, 
if they would ſubmit, and leave to us the conſtitutional 
nght of ſupremacy, the quarrel would be at an end. 
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Mr. Mackwerth ſpoke againſt the addreſs, and obſerved, Mr. Mact- 


when we were avowedly to get nothing, 


morn- 
ing; 
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ing; when the houſe divided; for the recommitment 10g; 


againſt it 288. | | 
February 7. | 
Conference with the lords, at the requeſt of the com- 
mons. | 
February 8. 


Another conference, at the requeſt of the lords, to ac. 
quaint the commons they had agreed to the addreſs, | 

Lord North moved to poſtpone the further conſideration 
of the American papers to the 1oth. 

Mr. Fax. Mr, Fox ſaid, the noble lord was all hurry till he had effected 
meaſures for reſcuing general Gage out of the very dangerous 
fituation he was in; that he now imagined he had got hin 
into a ſtate of ſecurity, he meant to proceed more coolly and 
deliberately, becauſe he dreaded that the defeat and deſtruction 
of that general and his troops would be ſolely ait-ibuted to 
his lordſhip's negligence and raſhneſs. He contraſted his 
Jordſhip*s conduct reſpecting the ſeveral petitions preſented 
by the American merchants, remarking that adminiſtration 
would not wait a ſingle day to hear the complaints of f 
reſpectable body; but now, that his favourite meaſure wa 
carried, he ſeemed to -proceed with caution and deliberation, 
He concluded by obſerving, that he underſtood the meaſure 
his lordſhip had next in contemplation to carry into execu- 
tion was the moſt extraordinary that ever entered into the 
head of an Engliſh miniſter, to prevent the New England 
provinces from fiſhing on the banks of Newfoundland. 

Lord North, . Lord North replied, that it was impoffible for him t 

eſcape the cenſure of the honourable gentieman, let him 2 

as he might, If he had propoſed any meaſure to the coi- 

ſideration of parliament this day or to-morrow, hurryin 
matters precipitately would be imputed to him; now tha 
he had given the Houſe a reſpite of one day to conſider and 
deliberate, he was charged with procraſtination, and to what 
motive was this delay attributed? Becauſe General Gap 
was now in yn a For his part, he could not fee bow af 
reſolution of either Houſe of parliament, could be a mea 
of immediate ſecurity to that gentleman, if he were in dan. 

„ He was ſure he was not; but was in all imaginabk 

Fifety and ſecurity. As to the petitions, he denied that tit 

Houſe refuſed to hear them; neither were they withdraw", 

but were ſtill properly under the conſideration of the Houle: 

nor upon any ground, could the information of one day, 
upon a ſubje& ſo vaſt and exrenſive, be of any materi 
ſervice, ö A vt 
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A petition of the manufacturing hoſiers of the town and 
county of the town of Nottingham, was preſented to the 
Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners with 
great humility approach the natural guardians of all that is 
valuable to them ; and beg leave to repreſent the impending 


ruin of the trade and commerce of the ſaid flouriſhing town 


and neighbourhood ; that the produce of the manufactories 
under their direction has hitherto, in a very great proportion, 
been exported to the American Colonies; and on the de- 
mand from thence depends the employment of many thou- 
ſands of their ingenious and induftrious artificers ; the en- 
tire ceſſation of this important trade has not only ſhut up 
in their warehouſes a great part of their property in diffe- 
rent ſorts of goods provided for the American market alone, 
but obliges them daily to diſmiſs from employment their de- 
pendent workmen, who have no reſource but in the exerciſe 
of that trade; every day will add to the number, from the 
utter inability of the petitioners to proceed in the accumu- 
lation of an uſeleſs ftock; and a ſhort time muſt confign 
great part of the moſt uſeful but moſt neceſſitous members of 
their community to abſolute idleneſs, and all its dreadful 
ure train of evils z. diſtreſſed in themſelves, they have no hopes 
u- of adminiſtering that relief to their wants, which in _y 
the ordinary exigence, humanity has prompted them_to; and, 
nl WY if not prevented by the timely interpoſition of parliament, 

they ſee no poſſibility of repelling that poverty, diſtreſs, and 
„ruin, in which the ſaid town and neighbourhood muſt be ſoon 
a Wh involved, whatever be the fate of the kingdom at large; abhorring 
on- the thought of ſtimulating the diſſention of this nation, and 
ing i urged only by ſober important truth, intereſting in its ex- 
tha WY *cnfive operation to every individual, they humbly recur to 
dhe wiſdom of parliament, in this their alarming ſituation ; 
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hat WY Cuſting that the faithful depoſitaries of the people's welfare 


a ill find ſome temperate and- honourable means of con- 
1 listing the differences of the Britiſh empire, which 
em WY will revive the hopes of the manufacturer, — enable him 


lan- e call back into the arms of induſtry the poor diſtreſſed 
able artificer. wh | . 
Referred to the ſame committee as the London and Biiftvl 
petitions had been, + 
kgs! Februar 9. 
Waited on the 1 with ne 
ebruary fo. ; 


The Speaker read the King's anſwer. 3 
Aa 2 My 
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« My Lords and Gentlemen. 
thank you for this very dutiful and loyal addreſs, and 
for the affectionate and 2 aſſurances you give me of 
your ſupport, in maintaining the juſt rights of my crown, 
and of the two Houſes of parliament: and you may de. 
pend on my taking the moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures, 
for enforcing due obedience to the laws and authority of 
the fupreme legiſlature. Whenever any of my colonic, 
ſhall make a proper and dutiful application, I ſhall be ready 
to concur with you in affording them every juſt and rea. 
ſonable indulgence: and it is my ardent wiſh, that this 
diſpoſition on our part, may have a happy effect on the 
temper and conduct of my ſubjects in America.” 
rd North acquainted the Houſe that he had a meſſage 
from his Majeſty, which he read in his place, delivered 
in at the rite; and is as follows: 
... | 
. His wacky being determined, in conſequence of the 
addreſs of bot Houſes of parliament, to take the moſt 
ſpeedy and effectual meaſures for ſupporting the juſt rights 
of his crown, and the two Houſes of parliament, thinks 
proper to acquaint this Houſe, that ſome addition to his 
forces by ſea and land will be neceſſary for that purpoſe; 
and Jabdes not but his faithful commons, on whoſe zeal 
and affection he entirely relies, will enable him to make 
ſuch augmentation to his forces as on the preſent occaſion 
ſhall be thought proper.” 
The meſſage was referred to the committee of ſupply. 
The Houſe reſolved itfelf into a committee on the 
American papers. 
L North: Lord North moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to 
reſtrain the trade and commerce of the provinces of Maſſachu- 
ſets Bay, and New Hampſhire ; the colonies of Connecticut 
and Rhode iſland, and Providence Plantation in North Ame- 
rica, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh iſlands in 
the Weſt Indies; and to prohibit ſuch provinces and colo- 
nies from carrying on any fiſhery on the Banks of Newfound- 
land, or other places therein to be mentioned, under certain 
conditions, and for a time to be limitted. He So his 
motion, by declaring, that as the Americans had refuſed to 
trade with this kingdom, it was but juſt that we ſhould not 
ſuffer them to trade with any other nation. That the te. 
ſtraints of the act of navigation, were their charter; and 
that the ſeveral relaxations of that law, were ſo many = 
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of grace and favour; which, when the colonies ceaſed to 
merit, it was but reaſonable that the Britiſh legiſlature ſhould 
recall, In particular, he ſaid, that the fiſhery on the banks 
of Newfoundland and the other banks, and all the others 
in America, was the undoubted right of Great Britain. 
Therefore we might diſpoſe of them as we pleaſed, That 
although the two Houſes had not declared all Maſſachu- 
ſets Bay in rebellion, they had declared, that there is a re- 
bellion in that province. It was juſt therefore to deprive 
that province of its fiſheries. That in the province of New 

Hampſhire there was ſtill a governor and a government ; but 

overnment was weak in that colony ; and a quantity of 
powder had been taken out of a fort there by an armed mob. 
Beſides the vicinity of that province to Maſſachuſets Bay 
was ſuch, that if it were not added, the purpoſe of the act 
would be defeated. Rhode Iſland he ſtated not to be in a 
much better ſituation than Maſſachuſets Bay ; that ſeveral 
pieccs of cannon had been taken there, and carried up into 
the country ; and that they were arraying their militia, in 
orcer to march into any other colony, in caſe it ſhould be 
attacked ; and this could, in the preſent circumſtances, be 
for no good purpoſe. That from ConneCticut had marched 
a large body of men into the Maflachuſets, on a report that 
the ſoldiery had killed ſome people in Boſton ; and though 
this body had returned, on finding the falſity of that report, 
an ill diſpoſition had been ſhewn, and that this colony was 
In a ſtate of great diſorder and confuſion. To this he added, 
that the river Connecticut afforded the inhabitants of that 
olony an opportunity of carrying on the fiſhery, The 
ame might be ſaid of Rhode Iſland: and as the ſame ar- 
zument of vicinity might be applied to both the provinces 
is well as to New Hampſhire, in order to prevent the de- 
eating of the act, they alſo ought to be included in the pio- 
lidition to fiſh and to trade. 

His lordſhip having proceeded thus far, added, that he was 
ot averſe to admitting ſuch alleviations of the act as would 
ot prove deſtructive of its great object. 

ſt, Therefore, he would move it only as temporary, to 
de end of the year, or to the end of the next ſeſſion of 
arliament. | 
2dly, He would permit particular perſons to be excepted, 
certifcates from the governor of their good behaviour: 
— their taking a teſt of acknowledgement of the rights 

rliament. 
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Wir. Du®- Mr. Dunning thought the Americans had a right of fil. 
. ing on the banks of Newfoundland, Said there was no . 
bellion in Maffachuſets Bay; nothing that can be conſtruel 
Into treaſon ; even if there is a rebellion in ſome parts, why 
is the whole to be puniſhed ? Why New Hampſhire? Why 
Rhode Iſland ? Why Connecticut? If the fact was true, 
that General G attacked, was ſacking and bum. 
ing the town'of Boſton, and the Connecticut people re. 
fiſting, the latter are not in rebellion. He ſaid the mini- 
35 were the beſt authors of a receipt to make a rebel. 
on. 
The Ar, The Attorney ' General [Mr. Thurloe.] No reſolutions 
ney Genres, though of both Houſes, can make a fact, or decide the lay, 
He had given his opinion upon papers laid before him, tha 
there was L Frbellion in Managua ets Bay. I OY his 
opinion, by explanation of the facts upon which he gave it; 
firſt as to "Lo Af next as to rebellion, | 
Mr. Dar- Mr. Dunning to explain, Rebellion is that ſtate berween 
wing - government and its ſubjects, which between two hoſtile 
dates would be war. | 
The Sein: The Splicitor Genera! [Mt. Wedderburne] to prove 2 f. 
General. ion in America from the honourable gentleman's [Mr, 
unning] definition. 
Bir Fletcher © © Sir Norton [the Speaker] to give bis opinion o 
Nerten. the point of law, di of the facts, and leave the con- 
mittee to apply the facts and the opinion. Ihe law don 
not know. the word rebellion, Levying war againſt the King 
is treaſon ; ſo is endeavouring to wreſt the ſword out of the 
* of the executive power. Will not apply the facts to 
e law. | 
Gov. Jeby= Governor John/tone ſaid, that the propoſition was abſurd, 
Bene. and cruel ; abſurd, becauſe it took away trade from our on 
colonies, which, thoſe who underſtood that trade muſt kno 
we ſhould not be able to transfer to ourſelyes, when it wi 
taken from them. That God and nature had given that 
pero to New and not to Old England. That when it wn 
onee deſtroyed, we ſhould not be able to reſtore it to tha 
from whom it was thus violently. taken; becauſe the lit 
capital, veſſels, and implements of fiſhermen (many of then 
poor) were only kept up by conſtant returns of profit : wil 
the profits failed, the capital and. implements would not be 
reſtored. That France, who was ſufficiently alert at taking 
advantages, would come in for a part at leaſt of the benehl 


of Which we thus thought proper to deprive our own peopy 
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It was cruel, he ſaid, in the higheſt degree, and beyond the _ 

example of hoſtile rigour. That a maritime people always 

drew a conſiderable part of their immediate ſuſtenance from 

the ſea, This bill therefore would be inhumanly to ſtarve a 

whole people, except ſuch as a governor ſhould think it pro- 

per to favour. That this partial permiſſion muſt give riſe 

to unjuſt preference, monopoly and all ſorts of jobs. He 

faid he had ſerved in the navy the whole of the laſt war; 
he had in his eye ſeveral captains, who had cruized off the 

enemy's coaſts during the whole war, and he appealed to 

them for the truth of what he aſſerted, that it was a con- 

ſtant rule in the ſervice to ſpare the fiſhing craft, thinking 

it ſavage and barbarous to deprive poor wretches of their lit- 

tle means of livelihood, and the miſerable village inhabitants 

of a ſea coaſt of their daily food. 

Right Honourable T. Townſhend urged ſtrongly the con- Right Hon, 

tradiction which prevailed in the principles of the propoſed T. Townſ- 
bill ; for if the other provinces were in rebellion, as well as . 

the Maſſachuſets, why were they not declared ſo ? If not, 

why were they included in the very ſame puniſhment ? | 
dir George Savile rallied with pleaſantry ſome arguments Sir Cg 

pf the lawyers about treaſons, and expoſed the idea of de- Su. 

priving a whole province of its ſubſiſtance, becauſe a re- 

dellion, we know not where, nor by whom, is lurking in 

t; and then puniſhing a ſecond province, becauſe it is next 

door to rebellion ; a third, becauſe it would be doing no- 

thing if you let them eſcape ; and a fourth, becauſe other- 

ſe miniſtry could not ſquare their plan. He then took it 

p in a ſerious light, and ſaid, that he had heard with plea- 

ure many young members ſpeak with much ability on this 

\cahon, They all had apologized for their want of expe- 

fence in this ſeſſion. That he was obliged to confider, 

ind apologize for himſelf, as a very young member of par- 

lament, This will appear very ſtrange to thoſe who know 

hat I have fat a great many years in this Houſe. It is true 

hare carried through many turnpike bills, ſeveral draining 

ills, a multitude of navigations, and incloſures without 

umber ; but I am now come quite a novice to the ways and 

neans for the ruin of trade and commerce, and the diſ- 

iemberment of a great empire. He then entered, into the 

general argument, concerning the juſtice of making all parts 

"2 ſtate contributary to the ſupport of the whole, and that 

Me who receive protection ought to ſubmit to taxation. 

* admitted the general maxim n 
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Sir. I. Sir William Meredith ſpoke next, and expreſſed great for. 


them without a poſſibility of obtaining juſtice ; whether 1 


with, and paid regularly; but when the Eaſt-India compar 
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that this was only in caſe where all the parts received the 
ſame protection in equal benefits and equal privileges; other, 
wiſe equal payment for unequal protection would be igjy, 
ſtice itſelf, That people by compact might give up a put 
of this right; but then this compact ought to be proved; 
and it ought to be proved alſo, that an adequate compenkz. 
tion was given for it, elſe the bargain would not be fair, 
And this brought him to the doctrine of reſiſtance, which 
had been handled as beſt ſuited the purpoſes of thoſe who 
uſed it. That if rebellion was reſiſtance to government, 
he could not conſider all rebellions to be alike ; there mus 
be ſuch a thing as juſtifiable rebellion—and ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, whether à people taxed without their conſent, and 
their petitions againſt ſuch taxation rejected; their charter 
taken away without hearing; and an army let looſe upon 


le under ſuch circumſtances could not be ſaid to be in 
juſtifiable rebellion ? | 


row and ſurpriſe, that the honourable gentleman ſhould cal 
the rebellion in America a juſtifiable rebellion, fince it wa 
the laws which they reſiſted ; and he [Sir George] had con- 
ſented to the deelaratory act, which aſſerts a right in parlis 
ment to make laws to bind America in all caſes whatſoever, 
The power of God himſelf was bounded within the limits a 
ſtri& juſtice; a power to bind, in all caſes whatſoever, ha 
never been claimed by the greateſt tyrant upon earth, nor by 
any earthly power, before the declaratory act. He thought, 
therefore, the honourable gentleman ſhould move a repez| a 
the declaratory act, and of every act that he thought inju- WW 
ous to the freedom of America, before he exhorted the Ame - ha 
ricans to bring on themſelves, their families, and their coun Wl ipo 
try, all the horrid conſequences of rebellion. | 

That he had oppoſed, and ever would oppoſe, the princ. 
ple of laying internal taxes on America; but it was not taxi 
tion, but the trade of Great-Britain, which the Americans nos 
oppoſed. The tea duty is the only tax that remains; a ta, 
which the Americans firſt reſiſted, had afterwards complit 
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ſent the tea to be ſold at a lower price than the ſmugg|e! o 
Dutch and Swediſh teas could afford, then they began t 
reſiſt the law, then they deſtroys d the merchants propert 


then they began to threaten ruin to the commerce of ti L 
country, not in ſupport of liberty, but merely to ſupport 4 * 
__ : 
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own illicit commerce. He [Sir William] had promoted the 
repeal of the ſtamp act, but would never have taken the part 
he did, could he have ſuppoſed the miniſters who gave up the 
advantages, would have maintained the principle of taxing 
America. Neither would he Have conſented to a repeal of the 
ſtamp act, had he not believed that the miniſters of that time 
would have made ſome effectual proviſion for the ſecurity and 
roteion of the merchants who trade to America. Inſtead 
bf which, the Americans were then taught, that they had no- 
thing to do but to threaten our merchants with ruin, and 
dur manufacturets with famine, and then; upon ſuch threats, 
the legiſlature of Great-Britain muſt ſubmit to their will. 
Three times, in the ſpace of a few years, they had thrown 
the whole trade of Great-Britain into confuſion ; that it had 
better be giveri up, than preſerved on ſuch conditions, Life 
itſelf was not worth keeping in a ſtate of uncertainty and 
fear. Things were now brought to a criſis. The conflict 
muſt be borne, and he hoped would never end, but in relin- 
5 our connections with America, or fixing them on a 
ure and laſting baſis. As to the propoſal of ſtopping the 
fiſheries, whatever diſtreſs it might bring on the Americans, 


JN, 

it they had no reaſon to complain, It was no more than they 
er, bad begun to practiſe themſelves. They had taken a reſolu- 
of WA tion; as far as in them lay, to ruin our merchants, impove- 
ih our manufactures, and ſtarve all the Weſt-India iſlands, 
Jo them, therefors, it can only be ſaid, 


— Non lex hac juſtior ullam, 
am necis artifices arte perire ſud. 


n in office with the right honourable gentleman who 


long continued in intimacy with him; but had never heard, pub- 
licly or privately, of his objections to the declaratory act, be- 
fore this year, They thought it very odd, that he ſhould 
have voted for ſeveral ſevere and proſcriptive acts, in order to 
force-the Americans to obedience to taxes; ſince he thinks 


177 


u 
| oy 705 Cavendiſh and Mr. Totunſbend replied, that they Lord Yoko 
Ipoke laſt, when the declaratory act paſſed, and afterwards 25 


liel that we had no right to impoſe any, and that in this reſpect 

an) de had gone far beyond the moſt zealous partizans of the 

r 0 Wrights of this country : as little could they reconcile his yot- 

1 088 ing laſt year againſt the repeal of the tea duty, to his aver- 

rt on to the right of taxation, 

thi Lord Beauchamp and Sir Richard Sutton ſupported Lord Lom Bau- 
de North's motion on the equity of prohibiting the trade of thoſe —_ 

a bo had prohibited ours. 


r. Burke ſaid, that he did not mean to trouble the 
Mmittee long—nor to be heard beyond thoſe to whom he 
B b imme 
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Mr. Burke, immediately applied. That by the propoſed bill, they ha 


Mr. Biller. 
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diſpoſed of four of their provinces. Some were troubled with 
a concealed rebellion ; others were concealers of that conceal. 
ment; ſome were infected; others next door to the infection. 
Proviſion too was to be made by licences and diſpenſations, 
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and teſts for thoſe in the ſeveral provinces who were more i 
innocent or more in favour But that there was a fifth pro. 0 
vince, for which no proviſion at all had been made, which fa 
was like to be as great a ſufferer as any of the other four, of 
though not in rebellion, or in the neighourhood of rehel. \ 
lion, This province had uſed no other force, but of one to 
kind, which is not very terrible on earth, though it i W 
ſaid to offer violence to heaven, the force of prayers and m 


petitions. That this province was England, which hal WW: 
now ſeveral] hundreds of thouſands of her property in the 

four provinces of New-England, He then ſhewed, that ſu 
New-England was not a ſtaple colony, and could only pay WW fi 
her debts through the fiſhery and the trades which dependel mi 
upon it; and that to ſtop their fiſhery would be to begzu by 
the Engliſh merchants and manufacturers. This he explain- ; 
ed by entering into the nature of the New-England trade, Wor: 
He further aich. it had been aſſerted, falſely, that the Nen. ter 
England people had refuſed to pay their debts. It had been he 
ſaid alſo, truly, that they had no compaſſion on the Engliſh the 
manufacturers. But had their diſhoneſty been as true as the o 
want of compaſſion, both might have been natural to tho por 
we call rebels; but what ought we to think of a Britiſh le-. WiWpu! 
giſlature, diſabling the payment of debts, and having no bo- ebe 
wels of compaſhon towards the ſufferings of our own innocent NN 
conſtituents. : tial 

The queſtion was called for about 12 o'clock, when the 
members divided ; for the motion 261, againſt it 85. 

Adjourned to February 13. | 

February 13. 

Mr. Buller moved, That 2000 additional ſeamen be em- 
ployed for the year 1775. He ſtated the reſpective ſervice 
our ſhips were on; ſaid that the propoſed augmentation wi 
neceſſary to enforce the meaſures of government in Americas 

On the other fide it was obſerved, That before Chriſtmas 
the miniſters were told and preſſed, * if they meant to adopt 
coercive meaſures, not to put a deceit on the country gei- 
tlemen, by voting a reduced. peace eſtabliſhment, and fixing 
the Jand tax at three ſhillings in the pound; ſo they we 


now reminded not to repeat the ſame inſult, by coming 9 
5 parliament 


* Sce page 18, 
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ſeious that three, four times that number, would not be ſuf- 
cient to effectuate the deſigns they had in contemplation, 
without expoſing this country to the ſucceſsful invaſion of a 
foreign enemy. The miniſters were cailed upon to declare, 
whether this was the laſt time they meant to apply to parlia- 
ment, during the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, or was this 
mode of procedure intended as a mere mockery of that good 
faith and confidence, that uſually ſubſiſted between the houſe 
of commons and the miniſter, leſt, by developing the whole 
ſyſtem together, thoſe who now were for giving their aſſent 
to meaſures directly productive of civil war, might proceed 
with greater caution, when they perceived that any of the 
moſt trifling conſequences might come home to themſelves, 
and affect, in a remote degree their own intereſts, 


ſurances that this would be the laſt application of the kind; 

faid, he could not poſſibly pretend to foretel every event that 

might happen; and conſequently he could not bind himſelf 
by any ſpecific promiſe or engagement. 


termine, whether it procceded moſt from ignorance or deſign. 
He was certain, however, that it gave full ſcope to gaming in 
the alley, for ſtocks had been falling gradually, til! they had 
now come down five per cent. It furniſhed a happy op- 
portunity to thoſe in the ſecret to enrich themfelves at the 
public expence, That he did not mean to bring home this 
charge to any particular perſon, or ſet of men; but it was 
well known it had been frequently practiſed by the confiden- 
tial people in office. 
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by ſuch people, but believed, upon his honour, that none of 
the preſent confidential ſervants in office did game in the 
funds; for it would be baſely betraying the confidence of 
their prince, | | 


dqually clear of it. 


liament for a grant of 2000 ſeamen, when they were con- 
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Lord North gave no preciſe explanation; only general aſ- Lord North, 


Governor Johnſtone obſerved, that this was a moſt extra- Gov. Jela- 
ordinary mode of procedure, and that he was at a loſs to de- foe 


Lord North replied, he knew nothing of what had been done Lord North. 


Mr. Cornwall. He was not guilty of this general charge, Mr. Com 
Ind doubted not but that every member of adminiſtration was 4. 


Captain JYalſingham inſiſted, that our preſent naval force Capt, Wal- 


pe as by no means adequate to the execution of our profeſt in- fngtam. 
Nl ations ; for that the ſquadron we deſigned for America 
vs ould anſwer no purpoſe of ſtopping their commerce; or if 


e did ſend a ſufficient one, our own coaſts, comparatively 
king, muſt be left totally defenceleſs ; as he was well in- 
Bb 2 formed 
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Hon. Temple 


Lutte rell. 
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formed, that France alone had 75 men of war of the line non, 


more than one half of which were manned, and fit for aqua 
ſervice, He then gave an account of a converſation which 
paſſed lately between him and a French gentleman, well ac. 
quainted with the ſtate of their navy ; from which he was fully 
ſatisfied that the whale of our force, in every part of the 
world, would not be ſufficient to defend us at home, ſhould 
we blindly ruſh into a civil war. _— 
Hon. Temple Luttrell, I riſe up under a number of dil. 
advantages, and ſhall ſcarce be able to expreſs my ſentiments 
without much agitation and embarraſſment, a novice as | am 
at political diſquiſitions, and attempting, (from a ſeat which 
till this hour I might not call my own) to ſpeak on a ſubjed 
of ſuch high import, in the preſence, and poſſibly againſt the 
opinion of the moſt experienced ſtateſmen in any country of 
the univerſe.—But, Sir, it has been earneſtly recommende 
to me, as well by the electors of the borough of which ! 
have the honour to be a repreſentative, as by ſeveral other 
perſons of reſpectahle conſideration, that I will exert the 
utmoſt of my humble endeavours and faculties, towards the 
eſtabliſhing of peace, and conciliating the affections of the 
American colonies with their parent-ſtate of Great Britain, 
and to promote the joint happineſs of both diviſions of this 
mighty empire, on the firm baſis of equity and mutual good 
offices : and I ſhould hold it . omiſſion of 
_ were | to remain now ſilent, eſpecially as it was pre. 
cluded,” by the dependence before parliament of a controverted 
return, from declaring my diſpoſition towards the oppreſſed 
coloniſts, at the opening of the preſent ſeſſion, when a ſpeect 
from the throne of the moſt inimical tendency to Amaicy, 
and therefore the moſt alarming and dangerous tendency to 
the whole Britiſh realm, received the thanks of this Houſe, 
J was under the ſame precluſion when commerce here ſtood 
a dejected ſupplicant, in juſt apprehenſion from the impend- 
ing ſtorm. Well, Sir, might ſhe be alarmed, to ſee a pil 
at the helm, as the winds and the billows ariſe, who, rathet 
than part with the guns, throws the merchandize overboard: 
fave them, Sir, he may, by ſo coſtly a ſacrifice, but not ſa 
jubilee or triumph ; they ſhall be ſaved for ſignals of diftrel 
and to ſolemnize the obſequies of your empire. | 
The merchants were not then to be heard leſt their candi 
Rory ſhould ſet in the proper point of view thoſe infidiow 
fragments of official letters laid on your table, What humm 
underſtanding could cement ſuch a mangled correſponden® 
— ſo as toderive any clear accurate knowledge of tit 
condition or ſentiments of the Americans —— 
. Us +4" \ ( , m 
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might extenuate offences, excuſe error, and reſtore perfect 

amity between the two countries, did the partial hand of 
adminiſtration wickedly ſuppreſs, while in too glaring a light 

was exhibited every fact that could ſerve to widen the breach, 

and inflame the paſſions, and. blow up a faint, luckleſs ſpark 

of animoſity fo the full combuſtion and horrors of a civil 

war |/—Theſe miſrepreſentations however anſwered the ends 

propoſed, for both Houſes were blindly entrap'd to give their 

{anion to as ſanguinary a ſcroll (in the form of an addreſs] 

25 was ever laid by a proſtitute ſenate at the feet of deluded 

majeſty, Did not your anceſtors, Sir, 8 fight, 
did not ſome of them heroically fall, to preſerve thoſe con- 

fitutional Rights of the ſubject to every Briton, which 

ou have now by one vote pledged yourſelf, at the hazard of 
ie and fortune to ſubvert and to annihilate throughout the 

better part of the whole Britiſh monarchy ? 

l do not conceive it poſſible that any man here preſent can 

feel as he ought, be conſcious of a participation, of the leaſt 
participation, in the ſuperintendence of the common-wzalth, 

and remain a mere tranquil obſerver, when ſo weighty, ſo in- 
jereſting a ſubject comes before you; a ſubject on the iſſue 
of which perhaps his own individual happineſs or miſery, 
doubtleſs the happineſs or miſery of his neareſt poſterity, 
will depend, b 

With what hebitude, Six, muſt the blood circulate through 
his veins ! What muſt his definition be of an ignominious 
ſupineneſs and apathy !—This is not a debate of flow 
animation, in which few perſons are concerned, and of 
limited influence; we are now to decide upon the fate of 
millions through a long ſeries of ages, and the part which 

every man ſhall take on this occaſion muſt ſtamp him with 

characters indelible through all eternity —a patriot or a 
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2 


parricide, | 

'Tis, Sir, from the colliſions of controverſy that thoſe 
radiant ſparks are ſtruck out by which truth lights ber 
cred torch—nor have I leſs expectation from thoſe gentle, 
men who are but juſt initiated into parliamentary buſineſs, 
tian from your veteran politicians e deep on whoſe front 
e (to uſe the phraſe of Milton) deliberation ſits and 
public care,” Such veterans might indeed be our ſureſt 


guides, were we now about to agitate queſtions wrapt up 
n ſubdolous Machiavelian myſtery, and only to be deve- 
loped by the acuteſt abſtract reaſoning. The preſent 
uncture, Sir, requires only a well principled heart, — 
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a head moderately converſant with the nature of my 
and things. | 

It is not, I own, I feel, given to a young member of 
this auguſt aſſembly to deliver his ideas with that method, 
that guarded correctneſs, that unagitated confidence which 
Jong habitude of ſpeaking yfually ſupplies ; but will he, 
Sir, yield with leſs ductility to the dictates and honeſt zei 
of inward conſcience? he comes among you at leaſt with 
a judgment unbiafſed: he has not pled himſelf to a 
partial junto, whoſe maxims and intereſts he is at all eveny 
to adopt for the meaſure of his political career : he hy 
not ſtood forth an accomplice to any of thoſe manifol 
mifchiefs and blunders which have heretofore been committed 
in the adminiſtration of your colonies : he has had ng 
ſhare in enflaming the evil by r anodynes; nor 
has he treated the imperial concerns of that wide-ſtretched 
continent as only acceſſary to, and of trivial account when 
compared with his own private ſchemes of ambition and 
aggrandiſement. Upon the whole, Sir, I can but think 
him rather the more likely to execute the ſhare of ſuch in- 
portant award committed to his diſcretion, as becomes an up- 
right delegate of the people at large, heedleſs whether his 
conduct x oa may Lov: wot with the narrow, ſelſiſn views 
of this or that ſet of men who are candidates for titles a 
power: not but that I have the ſatisfaction to fee here 
preſent ſome characters animated with the true patriotic ſpirit, 
who have long and worthily been ſeated within thefe wall; 
on whoſe eminent talents, on whoſe approved integrity, 
America reſts her beſt hope. 

Such gentlemen as come within the ſcope of any of thoſe 
diſadyantageous alluſions I have juſt thrown out, will con- 
fider, that a well-timed receſſion from error claims the next 
praiſe to a perfect exemption therefrom : they will no longe! 
endeavour to palliate a dreadful diſeaſe, which, if on 
arrived at a full paroxiſm, it will baffle the Eſculapian fil 
of their experteſt ſtate-doctors to cope with. 
Our preſent ſagacious rulers had, it ſeems, drawn the! 
political clue in that quarter of the globe to ſo Gordian 2 te, 
that deſpairing to revolve by patience and ſober wiſdon 
through the ſeveral implications their hands had wroug|t 
they took a ſummary recourſe to the edge of the {word 
Sir, their ſword-law will beſt agree with the arbitrary prit 
ciples and ſyſtem of government applied to almoſt every &- 

22 of the ſtate by that flagitious confederacy whidl 
| latently prefided over the councils and arcana 4 by 


4.1775. Ar. 
cabinet ever ſince the acceſſion of our preſent moſt gracious 
vereign. 
1 oa, Sir, that theſe occult dictators to the r——] con- 
ſcience ſhould prefer the ſword-law, I am not at all afto- 
niſhed ; but that the oſtenſible adviſer, a man of profound 
judgement, and the cleareſt penetration; a man whom the 
moſt flanderous of his enemies allow to poſſeſs the ten- 
dereſt feelings of ſocial affection, to be even prodigal of 
the practices as well as profeſſions of humanity, that he, 
Sir, ſhould with a ruthleſs compoſure, adopt and carry 
into execution their bloody mandates, may well create 
neral conſternation and the deepeſt concern. | 
It was pronounced by a conſummate miniſter, who once 
beld the reins of government with ſo much honour to 


| Whinſelf, and tranſcendant glory to the whole empire of 
n WEBritain, that the Canadian America was conquered in 
bl ermany. | 

k It is, it ſeems, by the German policy of dominion, which 


pur own clan-bred feudiſts are ever prone to expoſe, that 
ritiſh America is to be reduced to vaſſalage: but let the 
all- potent minions beware, leſt while they are bowing 
he ſtubborn necks of theſe coloniſts to the yoke, they 
nd not their own necks bow to the block of an exe- 
tioner. 

dir, the far more conſiderable part of the people of England 
lo now wiſh us to uſe temper, moderation, and forbearance 
owards America. Dignos eſſe qui Romani fiant (ſaid the 
luſtrious conſul to the ſenate, of certain tributaries in alle- 
dance to the Roman eagles) eos, gui nibil præterguam de 
dertate copitent,” 

dir, when the two moſt renowned republics of ancient 


get e had long contended for univerſal empire, and victory 
"Ct Pr many a well-fought field had held almoſt an equal 
rh aace, then it was the rigid cenſor (M. Cato) denounced 


pat memorable judgment, Delenda eft Carthago. Sir, 
: Carthagenians were the natural rivals of the trade and 
ory of Rome; they had in cool blood inhumanly put to 


jon eich one of the moſt perfect heroes and patriots her. 
zl, nals could boaſt: in their national character they were 
ord, radious to a proverb; and they early led their children 
em dhe altar to liſp afſent to ſolemn adjuration of eternal 
e and vengeance againſt Rome. In ſhort, Sir, the 
7 her exiſtence of theſe Africans was become quite in- 


apatible with the peace and ſecurity of the Roman 
anowealth, 
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The words Delenda oft Carthago were, in the reign of oy 
Charles the Second, borrowed by a member of the other Houb 
of parliament, the famous Earl of Shafteſbury, in height of 
paſſionate reſentment againſt the Hollanders: but, Sir, thy 
the Hollanders had to the moſt ſubſtantial injuries added the 
provoking inſult of failing up to the emporium of your com. 
merce, with brooms at their maſt heads; though they ha 
by many an inveterate combat on the ocean brought you 
marine power, and conſequently our very being as a people, 
to as deſperate a criſis as ever befel Rome during the rage d 
the Punic wars, yet, Sir, it is a well-known anecdote ot that 
day, there was ſcarce a peer in the aſſembly but ſtood aghal, 
and ſhuddered at the unchriſtian ſeverity of the ſentence. 

Delenda eft Carthago has been applied for the third time: 
it has, Sir, been recently and publicly applied, by an avowel 
zealous partizan of the prefent adminiſtration of your go. 
vernment, to our fellow ſubjects of America, and the ney 
will, I fear, ere long reach your colonies. 

I am not maſter of language ſufficient in energy to gin 
the due comment to ſuch an expreſſion: but, Sir, ſhouldit 
be here uttered in ſobriety, and calmly liſten to, might yau 
not be apt to imagine yourſelf ſeated midſt the deputies of 
the Indian tribes, near the interior lakes of that continent; 
and ſacrificing to the demon of revenge, rather than with 
the deputies of the free, poliſhed natives of the Britiſh iſe, 
in their imperial feat of legiſlation ? 

I can indeed eaſily conceive, that the gentleman alludei 
to [Mr. Van] was rather more forward, rather more ingeni- 
ous, than the chieftains of his cauſe will thank him for: 
they hardly could mean, that the final cataſtrophe of thi 
their 2 plot ſhould be diſcovered juſt at the opening d 
the very firſt act. 

It was a noble ſentiment of Fenelon (archbiſhop of Cin 
bray) that he loved his friend equal to himſelf ; his cout- 
try far better than his friend and himſelf; mankind in gf 
neral beyond all put together. | 

What that amiable prelate makes Mentor ſay, on f. 
vealing a celeftial form to the ſon of Ulyſſes, ( who had jul 
attained to years of manhood) may afford an allegory to 
the Britiſh legiſlature at ſome future period, in the ſafeſt ad 
ſageſt conduct towards her coloniſts. I have guided ju 
through rocks and quickfands, through the enſanguind 
battle, and the various calamities incident to the humil 
ſpecies : I have taught you, through forcible experic%% 
the good and the bad maxims by which government may. 
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carried on: *tis now time that you be fully emancipated, 
Love your fellow creatures; endeavour to renew the golden 
20 3 avoid effeminacy, profuſeneſs and oftentation ; let ſim- 
plicity be your beſt ornaments ; on virtue and your own 
juſt actions reſt your chief ſecurity ; pure liberty, peace, de- 
lightful abundance; and unſullied glory ever attend you!“ 

| am ſenſible, Sir, that I have too long withheld the at- 
ntion of the Houſe from perſons of far ſuperior _ and 
abilities. I ſhall therefore at a future day hope for the fame in- 
lulgence that has now been now ſhewn me, while I urge, that 
o compell the Americans by a military force to acknowledge 
he paramount and unbounded authority of parliament, in 
te taxation of their property, property created by their in- 
llects and induſtry, is neither juſt, nr ug nor practicable ; 
meaſure totally repugnant to the liberal notions of recti- 
de which have ever characterized the happy natives of En- 
gland, and irreconcileable with the ſpirit of thoſe very rules 
d inſtitutes, by which the three eſtates of this realm hold 
xiſtence. 

Mr. Sawbridge ſaid, he perceived that adminiſtration were Mr. Sau- 
urrying the nation to certain ruin, but he ſhould reſerve bridge. 
limſelf to ſpeak on our preſent conduct towards America, till 
hitter and ſome more convenient opportunity. 

The motion was agreed to without a diviſion, 

| February 14. 
Report from the committee on the Hindon election. 
February 15. 

Lord North, by his Majeſty's command, laid before the 

ouſe the following letter. 


EA . K 


mouth, dated Williamſburg, December 24, 1774. 
Y neceſſary abſence on the occaſion of the Indian diſturbances, 


fed you lordſhip's ſeveral letters in due time and order ; and for not 
wing regularly communicated accounts of the public affairs of the 
ny, to which ſome of them refer; and I wiſh I were now ſo for- 


de important concerns. 

[he aſſociations firſt, in part, entered into, recommended by the 

ple of this colony, and * by what is called the continental 
e 


cCongreſs, 


RAA 355 


E 


D 
A 


araft of a Letter from the Earl of Dunmore to the Earl of Dart- 
will, I hope, account and excuſe me for my not having acknow- 


nate as to have it in my power to make a repreſentation of their ap- 
ing with a more favourable aſpect, than when I laſt wrote upon 
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congreſs, are now enforcing throughout this country, with the greats 
eſt rigour. A committee has been choſen in every county, whole hy, 
ſineſs it is to carry the aſſociation of the congreſs into execution: 
which cammittee aſſumes an authority to inſpect the books, invoice, 
and all other ſecrets of the trade and correſpondence of merchaats ; ty 
watch the conduct of every inhabitant, without diſtinCtion ; and u 
ſend for all ſuch as come under their ſuſpicion, into their preſence, u 
interrogate them reſpecting all matters which, at their pleaſure, the 
think fit objects of their inquiry; and to ſtigmatiſe, as they term it 
ſuch as they find tranſgreſſing, what they are now hardy enough ty 
call the laws of the congreſs ; which ſtigmatizing, is no other thay 
inviting. the yengeance of an outrageous and lawleis mob, to be exter- 


ciſed upon the unhappy victims. Every county beſides, is now arming Wi ' 
a company of men, whom, they call an independent company, for the t 
avowed purpoſe of protecting their committees, and to be employed 
againſt government, if — require. The committee of obe 
county has proceeded fo far, as to ſwear the men of their independent . 
company to execute all orders which ſhall be given them from the con- Wi /* 
mittee of their county. | fo 
As to the power of government which your lordſhip, in your letter th 
me 


No. 1, directs ſhould be exerted to counteract the dangerous mes 
ſures purſuing here, I can aſſure your lordſhip, that it is entirely diſr- 
rded, if not wholly overturned. There is not a juſtice of peace in iſ © 
Virginia that acts, except as a committee man: the aboliſhing the cours Ne 
of juſtice was the firſt ſtep taken in which the men of tortune and 
pre-eminence joined equally with the loweſt and meaneſt. The gene- 1 
ral court of judicature of the colony is much in the ſame predicament; 
for though there are at leaſt a majority of his Majeſty's council u 
with myſelf, are the judges of that court, that would ſteadily perfor 
their duty, yet the lawyers have abſolutely refuſed to attend, nor i- die 
deed would the people allow them to attend, or evidences to appeal, 
The reaſon commonly aſſigned for this proceeding is, the want of 1 
fee-bill, which. expired at the laſt ſeſſion of the aſſembly ; and its ſhor 
a popular argument here, that no power but the legiſlature can eſt- 
blih fees; and the fee-bill not having been — is attributed u : 
the difſolution : but the true cauſe of ſo many perſons joining in 9 A 
opprobious a meaſure, was to engage their Engliſh creditors, ws o1 


are numerous, to join in the clamours of this country; and not a fe- g 

to avoid paying the debts in which many of the principal people bet { t 

are much volved. * 3,084 35 
With regard to the encouraging of thoſe, as your lordſhip likew 


exhorts me, who appeared, in principle, averſe to theſe proceeding) 
I hope your lordſhip will do me the juſtice to believe, I have left n0 
means in my power uneſſayed to draw all the aſſiſtance poſſible fo" at. 


them to his Majeſty's government, but I preſume your Jordſhip ee 
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not think it very extraordinary, that my perſuaſions ſhould have been 
unavailing againſt the terrors which, on the other hand, are held ou 
by the committees. =_ : | 
Independent companies, &c. ſo univerſally ſupported, who have 
ſet themſelves up ſuperior to all other authority, under the auſpices of 
their congreſs, the laws of which they talk of in a ſtile of reſpect, and 
treat with marks of reverence, which they never beſtowed on their le- 
| government, or the laws proceeding from it, I can aſſure your lord- 
ſhip, that I have diſcovered no inſtance where the interpoſition of go- 
yernment, in the ſeeble ſtate to which it is reduced, could ſerve any 
other purpoſe than to ſuffer the diſgrace of a diſappointment, and 
thereby afford matter of great exultation to its enemies, and increaſe 
their influence over the minds of the people, 
But, my lord, every ſtep which has been taken by theſe infatuated 
people muſt inevitably defeat its own purpoſe. Their non-importa- 
tion, non-exportation, &c. cannot fail, in a ſhort time, to produce a 
ſcarcity, which will ruin thouſands of families : the people, indeed, of 
fortune ſupply themſelves and their negroes for two or three years, but 
the middling and poorer fort, who live from hand to mouth, have not the 
means of doing ſo, and the produce of their lands will not purchaſe thoſe 
neceffaries (without which themſelves and negroes ſtarve) of the mer- 
chants who may have goods to diſpoſe of, becauſe the merchants are 
prevented from turning ſuch produce to any account. As to manu- 
ſacturing for themſelves, the people of Virginia are very far from be- 
ing naturally induſtrious ; and it is not by taking away the principal, 
if not the only encouragement to induſtry, that it can be excited; 
nor is it in times of anarchy and confuſion that the foundation of 
ſuch improvements can be laid. The lower claſs of people too will 
diſcover, that they have been duped by the richer ſort, who, for their 
part, elude the whole effects of the aſſociation by which their poor 
neighbours periſh, What then is to deter thoſe from taking the 
ſhorteſt mode of ſupplying themſelves? and, unreſtrained as they are 
by laws, from taking whatever they want from wherever they can find 
it! 
The arbitrary proceedings of theſe committees, likewiſe, cannot 
fail of producing quarrels and diſſentions, which will raiſe partiſans 
of government; and, I am firmly perſuaded, that the colony, even 
by their own acts and deeds, muſt be brought to ſee the neceſſity of 
depending on its mother country, and of embracing its authority. 
Co 2 Lord 
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* The following papers have not yet been laid before Parliament. 


At a meeting of the Officers under the command of his excellency the Right Honorable 
the ear] of Dunmore, convened at Fort Gower, Nev. 5, 1774+ for the purpoſe of conſider- 
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The Houſe in committee. 

Lord Bar- Lord Barrington moved, That a ſum, not exceeding 
en. 67,706l. 7s. 1d. be granted for the ſervice of the year 1775, 
to enable his Majeſty to augment his land forces with 4, zz 

men, officers and non-commiſſioned officers included, Hi 
lordſhip introduced his motion with explaining the ſeveral mi. 

litary arrangements; with ſtating the force to be kept at Bo. 
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Reſolved, That we will bear the moſt faithful allegiance to his Majeſty King George the 
Third, whilſt his Majeſty delights to reign over a brave and free people; that we vil, 
at the expence of life, and every thing dear and valuable, exert ourſelves in ſupport g 
the honour of his crown, and the dignity of the Britiſh Empire. But, as the love of |: 
berty, and attachments to the real intereſts and juſt rights of America, outweigh ener 
other conſideration, we reſolve that we will exert every power within us for the defend 
of American liberty, and for the ſupport of her juſt rights and privileges; not in 29 
precipitate, riotous, or tumultuous manner, but when regularly called forth by the uw 


nimous voice of our countrymen. 


For St. Max y's County. John 
Allen Thomas, Jeremiah 
ordan, Richard Barnes, 
ohn De Butts, 
CnanLizs County. John Dent, 


Stone. 

Carvzzwm County, John 
Weems, Alexander Somer- 
ville, Richard Parran, Ed- 
ward Reynolds, Benjamin 
Mackall, 4th. 

Pxarincz GroxGe's County. 
William Bowie, Robert 

Tyler, Edw. Sprigg, John 

Rogers, David Crauford, 

Beall, Ofborn Sprigg, 
alter Bowie. 

FaxxzDzxIck County, Charles 
Beatty, Jacob Funk, Hen- 
ry Griffith, Thomas Price, 

Richard Brooke, Joſeph 
Chapline, Upton Sherc- | 
dine, Tho. Sprigg Wootton. 

Anxz-Azunpzi County, 


iter, Thomas | 


pad City of AxNATor fs, 


Signed by Order, and in behalf of the whole Corps, 


BENJAMIN ASHBY, Clerk. 


AnNAPOL1S, Maryland, December 14, 
At a Meeting of the Deputies appointed by the ſeveral Counties of the Province of May. 
land, at the city of Annapolis, by adjournment, on the Sth day of December, 1774, 
and continued till the 12th day of the ſame month, Were preſent 


* Hall, Thomas John- 

on, Samuel Chaſe, Wil- 
liam Paca, Matthias Ham- 
mond, Charles Carrol], 
barriſter; Charles Carrol, 
of Carrolton ; Brice T. B. 
Worthington, Tho, Dor- 
ſey, John Weems. 

BALTIM ONE County. John 
Moale, Thomas Cockey 
Deye, Walter Tolley, Ben- 
jamin Nicholſon, William 
Buchanan, John Boyd, Sa- 
muel Worthington, Charles 
Ridgely. 

HazyrokD County. Thomas 
Bond, John Love, Joſias 
Carvile Hall, John Paca, 
Aquila Paca, Francis Hol- 
land, Aquila Hall, Amos 
Garret, Richard Dallam. 

Czcir County. John Veazy, 
Joſeph Gilpin. 

KznT County. Tho, Ring- 
gold, Joſeph Earle. 


UEEN-ANNE'S 


Court, 


am. Hollyday, In. Brown, 


homas Wright, 
Wright. 


Turdutt 


Caroring County. Henry 
Dickenſon, Benedict Brice, 
William Molleſon, Jobu 


Clar ke, 
TarBorT Couniy. 
Lloyd. 


Edwarl 


DoncnrsTEr County. Jon 
Dickenſon, Thomas Ex 
nalls, Matthew Brown, Jr 


fiah Richardſon, Z 
Campbell, 


SoMEeRsSET County. Pets 


Waters, George 


aſhiel, 


Sam, Willſon, Jofiah Pork, 


Henry Waggaman, 


Winder, Luther 


] 1 
Martin. 


WorcrzsTzx County. Peta 
Chaille, William Puracl, 


Samuel Handy, 


Biſhop, Nehemiah 


d, 


Smi 


Hol 
JoHl 
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ton, which he ſaid would be about 10, ooo men, and with 
giving general aſſurances, that no more troops would be 
wanted to enforce the execution of the laws : and added, that 
part of the additional expence would be incurred by the ap- 
pointment of ſome additional officers to each regiment, 


| 
i 


Colo- 


JOHN HALL in the Chair, 
Joun Ducx rr, Clerk. 


r . IR A. - 


HE proceedings of the continental congreſs were read, conſidered, and unanimouſly 

approved. Reſolved, T hat every member of this convention will, and every perſon 
jo the province ought, ſtrictly and inviolably to obſerve and carry into execution the aſſocia- 
tion agreed on by the ſaid continental congreſs, 


On motion, unanimouſly refolved, That the thanks of this convention be given, by the 
chairman, to the gentlemen who repreſented this province as deputies in the late conti- 
nental congreſs, for their faithful diſcharge of that important truſt : and the ſame was done 
accordingly. 


To encreaſe our flocks of ſheep, and thereby promote the woollen manufacture in this 
province, Reſolved, That no perſon ought to kill any lamb, dropt before the firſt day of 
May yearly, or other ſheep, after the firſt day of January next, under four years of age. 


To increaſe the manufacture of linen and cotton, Reſolved, That every planter and 


we farmer ought to raiſe as much flax, hemp, and cotton, as he conveniently can; and the 

mM cultivation thereof is particularly recommended to ſuch inhabitants of this province, 
whoſe lands are beſt adapted to that purpoſe—And reſolved, That no flax-ſeed, of the 
growth of the preſent year, ought to be purchaſed for exportation after the twelfth day 

11 of this month. 

row It being repreſented to this convention, that many merchants and traders of this pro- 


rince, from a ſcarcity of caſh to make their remittances, and other cauſes, had ſold their 
enry foods, within twelve months next before the twentieth day of October laſt, at, and ſome- 
mes even below, the prime coſt ; and that, in many different parts of this province, 
merchants had vended their goods at a very different advance on the prime coſt ; and it 
ward Ippearing to this convention to be unjuſt, to compel] ſuch merchants to ſell their goods 

at prime coſt, and that one general rule, allowing a reaſonable profit to the trader, and 
Joh preventing him from taking advantage of the ſcarcity of goods which may be occaſioned by 
the non-importation, would give great ſatis faction to the merchants and people of this pro- 
nce,—Reſolved unanimouſly, That no merchant ought to ſell his goods, at wholeſale, 
dor more than 112 one half per cent.—at retail, for caſh, for more than 130 per cent. 
credit, for more than 1 50 per cent advance on the prime coſt ; and that no merchant, 
r other perſon, ought to engroſs any goods, wares, or merchandize whatſoever, And in 
iſe any queſtion ſhould ariſe, reſpe cting the prime coſt of goods, every merchant or fac- 
» Poſſeſſing or owning ſuch goods, ought te aſcertain the ſame on oath, if requeſted 
© it by the committee. | 
As 2 further regulation, to enforce an obſervance of the late continental affociation,— 


elalved unanimouſly, That in all caſes, where breaches of the continental aſſociation, 
he reſolves of this convention, ſhall happen and be declared ſuch by any committee 
of 
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Col. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid, ſuch appointment was putting the na. 
tion to an unneceſſary expence, as it was to no manner gf 
purpoſe. 

Lord Par- Lord Barrington replied, This appointment would tate 

ringen. place only in ſuch regiments as were on actual ſervice, and 
as the operations againſt the Americans were intended to he 
carried on by detachments, an additional number cf officer; 
would conſ{cquently be wanting. 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barre agreed to this reaſoning, if that was the 
mode meant to be adonted, in caſe of hoſtilities, 

Mr. Caxe. Mr. C:xe was ſtrong againft the reſolution, and ſevere 
againſt the authors of ſo weak, cruel, and unnatural a mez. 
ſure ; but ſaid, he would not divide the Houſe, as he muſt 
know before hand what would be the event, 


" —» 29 ©” FH ww m_— — a « 


Right 


| — 


of 2 county, no gentleman of the law ought to bring or proſecute any ſuit whatever 
for ſuch offence. And, it any factor ſhall commit any breach of the ſaid aſſociation of 
reſolves, that no gentleman of the Jaw, ought to bring or proſecute any ſuit, for ary 
debt due to the ſtore of which the ſaid factor has the management, after notice u 
aforeſaid, | 

Reſolved, That it is earneſtly recommended, by this convention to the people of this 
province, that the determinations of the ſeveral county committees be obſerved and acquieſce 
in: That no perſons, except members of the committees, undertake to meddle with, 
or determine any queſtion, reſp ing the conſtruction of the aſſociation, entered into bf 
the continental congreſs : and that peace and good order be inviolably maintained through- 


out this province. | ; þ 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That if the late acts of parliament, relative to the Maſſachuſetts 2m 
Bay, ſhall be attempted to be carried into execution, by force in that colony, or, if tat com 
aſſumed power of parliament to tax the colonies ſhall be attempted to be carried into n 
execution by force, in that or any other colony, that, in ſuch caſe, this province will ſups cho 
port ſuch colony to the utmoſt of their power. * 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That a well regulated militia, compoſed of the gentlemen, ſree- 
holders, and other freemen, is the natural ſtrength and only flable ſecurity of a free go- 
vernment, and that ſuch militia will relieve our mother country from any expence i 
our protection and defence; will obviate the pretence of a neceflity for taxing us 
that account, and render it unneceſſary to keep any ſtanding army (ever dangerous to l. 


berty) in this province. And therefore it is recommended to ſuch of the ſaid inhabl. * 
tants of this province, as are from ſixteen to fifty years of age, to form themſelves 1t- a 
to companies of ſixty-eight men; to chuſe a captain, two lieutenants, an enſign, four b the 
ſerjeants, four corporals, and one drummer, for each company; and uſe their utmoſt es. my 
deavours to make themſelves maſters of the military exerciſe. That each man be fr | 

vided with à good firclock and bayonet fitted thereon, half a pound of pawder, (i? Ref 
pounds of lead, and a cartouch-box, or powder-bora and bag fer ball, and be in aſe 
6 | Reſolyth 2 , 


L 
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Right Hon. T. Townſhend inſiſted, that nearly half the R. Hoa: 


= of men, and all the officers now wanted, might W 


taken from the half pay and Chelſea out- penſion liſts, without 
putting the nation to. the heavy expence now propoſed, He 


ſaid, that there were 16,000 out-pentioners, many of whom 
were fit. for actual ſervice; and if they were not, they were 
at leaſt fit to ſupply the. places of the draf:s that might be ſent 
to complete the regiments now at Boſton ; that many of them 
were young men; and, on the whole, contended that the 
greateſt part of the expence now prop ſed might be ſaved, as 
the difference of pay between the penſioners and thoſe doing 
duty was not above a penny a day. 


Colo- 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is recommended to the committees of each county to raiſe 
by ſubſ:ription, or in ſuch other voluntary manner as they may think proper, and will be 
moſt agreeable to their reſpecti ve counties, ſuch ſums of money as, with any monies al- 


er realy raiſed, will amount to the following ſums in the reſpeQive counties, to- wit: P 
* Leo | * 
'7 In St. Mary's county - 600 Worceſter - - 533 
i Charles - - 3800 Somerſct - - — 533 
Calvert — - - 3 6 6 Dorcheſter * * 480 
Prince George's — 833 Caroline - - 0 358 
his Anne-Arundel = - $66 Talbot - — - „ 
; Frederick - - 12233 Queen-Anne's - _ » $3 
« Bakimore - - 931 Kent — - - - 424 
po Harford «+ - 466 Cæcil - . a 400 
th- C. 10,000 


And that the committees of the reſpective counties, lay out the ſame, in the purchaſe of 
{ts ams and ammunition for the uſe of ſuch county, ta be ſecured and kepe in proper and 
tae convenient places, under the direction of the ſaid committees, 


Reſolved unanimonſly, That it will be neceſſary that a provincial meeting of deputies, 
ups choſen by the ſeveral counties of this province, ſhould be held in the city of Annapolis, 

on Monday the 24th day of April next, unleſs American grievances be redreſſed before 
eee that time; and therefore, we recommend that the ſeveral counties of this province ehuſe 
* deputies, as ſoon as conveniently may be, to attend ſuch meeting. And the committee of 
e in crreſpondence for this province, are impowered to call a meeting of the ſaid deputicss 
; of before the ſaid 24th day of, April, if they ſhall eſteem it neceſſary. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That contributions from the ſeveral counties of this province, 
for ſupplying the neceſſities, and alleviating the diſtreſſes of our brethren at Boſton, ought 
to be continued i in ſuch manner, and ſo long, as their occaſions may require ; and that it 
l = duty of the committees of each county, to collect and tranimit the ſame as ſoon ag 
Plible, 


Reſolved 8 that the Honorable Matthew Tilghman, and Jobn Hall, Samue 
baſe, Thomas Johnſon, junior, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Charles Carroll, barriſter 
1 Paca, Eſqrs; or any three or more of them, be a committee of correſpon= 


ie for this province, 


Reſolved- 


838 
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Cel. Barre. Colonel Barre reminded lord North of what had fallen 
from him on a former occaſion, that we ſhould want no new 
levies for enforcing meaſures againſt Boſton, as with the 
regiments from Ireland, and the troops quartered in Ame- 
rica, the force would be fully ſufficient. 

Lord Nerth. Lord North replied, that he did not recollect any ſuch ex. 
preffion ; that it muſt be a miſtake, as the paper he now held 
in his hand, was the ſame he ſpoke from, when he was ſup- 
poſed to make uſe of the words now alluded to by the ho- 
nourable gentleman ; it muſt therefore have been a 
miſtake to ſay that the troops _— other parts of Ame. 
rica were intended to be ſent to Boſton, when the propo- 
fition now laid before the committee was actually deter- 
mined on. | 

The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, ayes gr, 
noes 15. 
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February 16. 
Report from the committee of yeſterday. 
Mr. Hartig. Mr. Hartley obſerved, that as we had hitherto proceeded 
totally in the dark, and as we had determined on meaſures 
without 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Honorable Matthew Tilghman, and Thomas Johnſon 
junior, Robert Goldſborough, William Paca, Samuel Chaſe, John Hall, and Thomas Stone, 
Eſars; or any three or more of them, be delegates to repreſent this province in the nen 
continental congreſs, and that they, or any three or more of them, have full and anyl: 
power to conſent and agree to all meaſures, which ſuch congreſs ſhall deem neceſſary and 
effectual to obtain a redreſs of American grievances ; and this province bind themſelyes to 
execute, to the utmoſt of their power, all reſolutions which the ſaid congreſs may adopt, 
And further, if the ſaid congreſs ſhall think neceſſary to adjourn, we do authoriſe our ſaid 
þ delegates to repreſent and act for this province, in any one congreſs to be held by vine 
of ſuch adjournment. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is recommended to the ſeveral colonies and provinces, to 
enter into ſuch or the like reſolutions, for mutual defence and protection, as are entered 
into by this province. 

As our oppoſition to the ſettled plan of the Britiſh Adminiftration to enſlave Ameri, 
will be ſtrengthened by an union of all ranks of men in this province, we do moſt earnelily 
recommend, that all former differences about religion or politics, and all private anime 
fties and quarrels of every kind, from henceforth ceaſe and be for ever buried in oblivion; 
and we intreat, we conjure every man, by his duty to God, his country, and his poſteri 
eordially to unite in defence of our common rights and liberties. 

Ordered, That copies of theſe reſolutions be tranſmitted by the committee of correſpot 
gence for this province, to the committees of correſpondence for the ſeveral colonies, 1 


be alſo publiſhed in the Maryland gazette. 
By Order, 


JOAN DUCKETT, Cl 
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without any ſufficient previous information, ſo we were re- | 
ſolved to continue to proceed in the ſame bliad blundering 
manner. We firſt agree to go to war, without enquiring 
into the motives that ſhould induce us to take ſo momentous 
a ſtep, and then conſent to employ a+ certain number of 
forces, without being acquainted with the particular ſer- 
vices for which they are deſtined, He ſhould, he faid, be 
therefore glad to Know, from the noble lord who moved it 
in the committee, and wh o informed the Houſe that this 
cruel and unnatural war was to be carried on by detach- 
ments, the mode in which thoſe detachments were to be 
collected in the firſt inſtance, and likewiſe where they were to 
be ſtationed. 
Lord Barrington replied, that it was impoſſible to anſwer Lord Bar- 
the honourable gentleman's queſtion preciſely, as the opera- 
tions of war muſt be _— ſolely by the circumſtances, 
which could not at preſent be foreſeen or pointed out. | 
dir George Savile ſpoke much againſt the power veſted in Sir Georgi 
the commander in chief; and in the courſe of his obſervations Sevik- 
made ſome very ſevere and pointed ſtrictures on the Quebec 
Bill, 

Lord Beauchamp replied ſhortly to Sir George Savile, and Lord Boa 
warmly defended the juſtice and policy of the Guebec bill, a 

Lord North gave notice, that he would next day, preſent Lord North, 
the bill for reſtraining the five New England provinces from 
aſhing on the banks of Newfoundland; and for prohibiting 
he American colonies from trading, or carrying on any com- 
| = but with Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt-India 

$ 
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February 17. 
Lord North preſented the bill abovementioned ; it was eri- 
led, a bill to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the province 
f Maſſachuſetts Bay and New Hampſhire, and colony of 
onneQicut and Rhode Iſland, and Providence Plantation in 
orth America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh 
lands in the Weſt Indies ; and to prohibit ſuch provinces 
nd colonies from carrying on any on the banks of 
ewfoundland, or other places therein to be mentioned, un- 
Tcertain conditions, and for a limited time; which was read. — 
Mr. Sewbridge condemned the bill in the moſt reproachfal Mr. Saws * 
ms ; and ſaid, he ſhould never give his conſent to its be- bridge. 
e read a ſecond time, as he thought it a moſt infamous bill 
woughout, as well in principle as every object it had in view. 
Mr, Fohn/lone was alſo ſevere upon it. He ſaid he heaftily Mr. yobs- 
liked it, and would oppoſe it = every ſtage of its „ N 
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Lerd Nerth. * North moved that the bill be read a ſecond time q 
the 23d. 

Lord George rd George Cavendiſh obſerved, that the 23d was an in. - 

CoverdifÞ. proper day, Hindon report being to be taken into conſide. Wi. 
ration on that day; he thought it better therefore to han WW, 
it poſtponed. 

Lord Nerth, rd North replied, that any inconvenience of that kind 
would be eaſily removed. | 

Adjourned to the 20th, 


| February 20. 


Extract of a Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage, to the Earl 
| Dartmouth. | 


[Received this Day.] th 
Boſton, January 18, 1775. 
My Lox. | 
117 was thought impoſſible that the phrenzy which had ſeized the Med 
people could be of very long duration, unleſs conſtantly ſupported by WW 
new events ; and there —— if tranquility could be for a tine g: 
preſerved, that people would have leiſure for reflection and think ſeri- WW ne 
ouſly of their danger, though the leaders have taken pains to allue Wh 
them that Great Britain would be deterred from purſuing her mes be. 
ſures, through their reſolute oppoſition to them, and tbe reſolves o ye. 
e continental congreſs, I find by accounts from ſeveral parts of the nc 
country, that thoſe hopes were not without foundation, that tix Wan, 
ple's minds are greatly cooled, and many begin to want courts daf 
juſtice, and that the friends of government haye ſhewed themſelves Wc 
openly in many places. I conceive the preſs, which has been mort be 
open to government than uſual, to have been of very great ult, Wiſe: 
through which channel the conduct of the leaders has been laid open, v 
and the abſurdity of the reſolves of the continental congreſs © iſco: 
poſed in a maſterly manner, which has ſerved to lower that impreb Wed: 
_—_— high importance, which the congreſs had made upon peoples WW p 
minds, f 
I hoped to have procured an aſſociation of many conſiderable peopk 
in this town, but find them more ſhy of making open declarations, not 
withſtanding they are protected, than people are in the country whet 


. 


will alſo fall on means to pay for the tea, for as tf 
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are moſtly traders it would be very advantageous for them to have the 
port opened, in the preſent ——— of their commercial affairs, 

We hear from New Hampſhire, that the people who were con- 
cerned in the raſh action againft Fort William and Mary in that pro- 
vince, are terrified at what they have done, and -only anxious to ob- 
tain pardon. for their offence. | 7 
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The Houſe in committee on American affairs. 
Sir Charles Whitworth in the Chair. 


3 „ 
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Lord North. Sir, as I mean to offer to conſideration ſome Lord Nortb. 
propoſirions which may be the ground of a reſolution in 
this commictee, and which I conceive to be founded on the 
addreſs which the Houſe preſented to his Majeſty ; I deſire 
that the addreſs may be read. | 
[ Addreſs read.] 

His lordſhip remarked, that the addreſs, both as it was propoſ- 
ed, and in the ſenſe in which it was underſtood when agreed to, 
meant to hold out to the Americans, that on the matter of 
taxation, although the parliament of Great Britain could 
never give up the rights, although it muft always maintain 
the doArine that every part of the empire muſt be bound to 


* WH bexr its ſhare of ſervice and burthen in the common defence; 
Jet as to the matter of that right, and with reſpe& to the 
tie mode of the contribution, if the end could be obtained, 
nd if the Americans would propoſe any means and give 
of urance of the proſecution of thoſe means by which they 
ive i ſhould contribute their ſhare to the common defence—- 
or he had ſaid, he did not apprehend parliament would he- 
ule, WW fitate:a moment to ſuſpend the exerciſe of that right ; but 
x1, would concede to the Americans, raiſing their ſhare of the 


contribution by themſelves. This was the direct and avow- 
publics, which the reſolution for the addreſs —— moved. 

publicly, ſaid: his lordſhip;; gave my opinion, ex- 
plicitly ſaid, that if the 9444 propoſe — 
ment, any mode by which they would engage themſelves to 
iſe, in their on way, and by their own grants, their ſhare 
contribution to their common defence, the quarrel on 
the ſubject: of taxation was at an end. bona: S ter 
| — as I can recollect, theſe were my very words, 
put theſe Sir, were the words only of a private member of 
priament—they were but opinion given in debate.  "Fhe 
b ined in the addreſs ſeem to many gentlemen to 

e 
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in ſome clear, explicit and definitive opinion. That if the 
promite of indulgence on this point of taxation means really 
to hold out the grounds of peace, we ought to explain © 
what terms we will accede to it; and what the propoſition; 
are, which we are willing to accept. To be explicit then x; 
to my own opinion, I muſt ſay, that if the diſpute in which 
the Americans have engaged goes to the whole of our auths- 
rity, we can enter into no negociation, we can meet no com- 
promiſe. If it be only as to the ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe af 
our right, or as to the mode of laying and raiſing taxes fer 
contribution towards the common defence, he thought it 


5 would be juſt, it would be wiſe to meet any fair propoſition, 


which may come in an authentic way from any province ct 
colony: and on this ground it was, that he would propoſe 
to the committee the reſolution which he then read; a 
follows. | 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that when the 
vernor, council, and aſſembly, or general court of his 
ajeſty's provinces, or colonies, ſhall propoſe to make pro- 
viſion according to their reſpective conditions, circumſtances, 
and fituations, for contributing their proportion to the com- 
mon defence ; ſuch proportion to be raiſed under the autho- 
rities of the general court, or general aſſembly of ſuch pro- 
vince or colony, and diſpoſable by parliament ; and ſhall en- 
gage to make proviſion alfo for the. ſupport of the civil g- 
vernment, and the adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch provine 
or colony, it will be proper, if ſuch propoſal ſhall be ap- 
proved by his Majeſty in parliament, and for ſo long as ſuch 
proviſion ſhall be made accordingly, to forbear in reſpeQ d 
ſuch province or colony, to levy any duties, tax, or aſſeſ- 
ment, or to impoſe any further duty, tax, or aſſeſſment, er- 
cept only ſuch duties as it may be expedient to impoſe fo 
the regulation of commerce; the nett produce of the duties 
laſt mentioned, to be carried to the account of ſuch province, 
colony, or plantation reſpe&ively, te 
This reſolution, he added, marked the ground on which 
negociation might take place. —It was 1 and de 
the terms; and ſpecified the perſons from whom the propoſal 
muſt come, and to whom they muſt be made. It pointed ou 
the end and purpoſe for which the contributions are to be 
given, and the perſant from whom the grant of them is to u 
ginate. It takes away every ground of ſuſpicion as to the . 
propriation-of the revenue when raiſed, to purpoſes for wic 
Americans never would grant it. —And from the natun 
of it is ſeen, that it muſt be concluſive ſo long as the ra” 


rar 8 TEST EST 


ABR 


. K 


2A 


A. 1775+ D:. F.. X. 5 

ricans obſerve the agreement. But many objections from va- 
nous quarters, and on different grounds, will be made to it. 
If there be any perſons who think we ought to make no ad- 
vances towards accommodation, becauſe they underſtand ſuch 
to be conceſſions which we ought not to make If there are any 
who may think the terms which this reſolution holds out are 
difadvantageous, I would not wiſh them to agree to it. But 
they will give me leave (who think, that even were we to 
impoſe terms in the hour of victory itſelf, this propoſition. 
would be a good, would be a juſt one) to propoſe it now, 
before any blood is ſhed. —Some gentlemen may aſk the queſ- 
tion—will you treat with rebels? I am not treating with 
rebels=-It has never been yet ſaid, that all the Americans are 
zebels, or that all the colonies are in rebellion—Jt cannot, I 
hope, be ſaid, There is certainly in the province of Maſla- 
chuſet a rebellion—But Sir, could I open a door even to 


rebels to return to their duty, I ſhould be happy. The. 


ſpecific rebellion of the Maſſachuſets is, that the people of 
the province reject and oppoſe with force of arms, the 9 
vernment, as eſtabliſhed by the King and parliament. 
moment that they acknowledge that government, and meet 
in aſſembly to act under it, the rebellion is at an end. The 
propoſitions contained in the reſolution, form an expreſs de- 
claration, and not begin a negociation. | 

Others perhaps will ſay, it is proper that parliament ſhould 
bind itfelf—I anſwer, that whenever parliament confirms an 
agreement, it always does bind itſelf. | 

Others will look to the effect; and aſk what conſequences 
do you expect from this?: Will you in the mean time ſuſ- 
pend your operations of force ?—Certainly not. The putti 
ourſelves off our guard, is certainly not the way to treat on fals 
grounds or with effect. The ground, he obſerved, on which we 
ſtood at preſent, is in all human probability ſuch as will en- 
able us to enforce, what we have a right to demand— and is 
therefore the moſt likely to claim attention, and to produce 

peace, which we are otherwiſe in a ſituation to 
procure by force of arms. Whether the Americans will ac- 
cede-to this or not, muſt depend on various circumſtances that 
25% way 7 If their outward — — the real 
principles of the oppoſition which have made, muſt, 
conſiſtent with thoſe principles, — to this — If 
do not meet us on this ground, it will evince that 

have other views, and are actuated by other motives. It 
vill have been wiſe, it will have been juſt, it will _ been 

J umane 
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Gov. P-w- Governor Pownall. Sir, When in the laſt ſeſſion of the 


PARLIAMENTARY Arg. 


humane, that we have held out the terms of peace [If they 
rezect it, their blood muſt be upon their on hearts... 
but I have better hopes. There are people, and | hope 
whole colonies, that wiſh for peace; and by theſe means, | 
hope they will find their way to it. 


laſt parliament, I marked to the houſe that the circumſtances 
of the American affairs were brought to a criſis, and that 
that criſis was actually in event, wherein all opinion as to the 
mades of policy muſt be uſeleſs and at an end, and that your 
future deliberation would be only employed on meaſures of 
farce, I took my leave of debate on this ſubjet ; I bad im- 
poſed on myſelf a determined ſilence, and ſince I have had 
the honour of a ſeat in this parliament, have adhered invaria- 
bly to that reſolution. | 

I have been always an advocate for the colvnies, and the 
Britiſh ſubjects in America. I have always defended their 
rights, where I thought any infraction was made on them. 
Where: they have got into diſputes on points where J could 
not think they were right, I have endeavoured to excuſe or 
extenuate their fault: where I could not do that, I have jet 
at all times endeavoured to alleviate the reſentment which 
may have been raiſed in this country againſt them—1t would 
not therefore be ſuitable to the conduct which I have held, 
nor could I feel it proper for me to become their accuſer and 
their perſecutor, as ſome governors have done; much lels 
could I ever bring myſelf to calumniate them. 

I had early opportunity of ſeeing the commencement of 
this buſineſs. I was at the congreſs held at Albany in the 
year 1754. I had the means of then knowing the real opi- 
nions of ſome: of the firſt men of buſineſs and ability in that 
country. | I ſaw that a criſis of this nature was then taking 
its riſe. have in the courſe of my employment in that coun- 
try ſeen the progreſſive advance of it: the whole ſcope then 
fore of my conduct whilſt, I was employed, and of every 
epinion-which I have given, whenever I have been liftened 
to; has been to adviſe ſuch modes of policy, as might prevent 
matters coming to the point at which they are now arrived: 
hut when I faw that ſuch: advice neither in this country no 
in America was liftened/to—that. matters were actually com 
ta forces. and all modes of policy ceaſed: to have effect, and 
were at an end, I would. not become an adviſer of maaſum 
of forces, nor ever have boen adviſed with in them. Vet tat- 
ing up the matter on the ground wWhereon it nom ſtands, with 
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out conſideration of that influence either of perſons or things 
that have cauſed this effect; without looking into the con- 
duct of various (ets of men, and various miniſters, with whom 
] never had any connection, and with whom I never ſhall 
form any; having ſtood and being determined to remain un- 
connected with all parties; ſpeaking my own private ſenti- 
ments, looking to things and not to men, I act from my own 
principles. On this v__ having by my publications 
pledged myſelf to the public, I wiſh to be tried and Judged by 
thoſe principles, and I — any one to ſay, that I have 
ever varied either in my principles or in my conduct. Taking 
then the matter on the ground whereon it now ftands ; when 
I ſee that the Americans are actually reſiſting that govern- 
ment which is derived from the crown, and by the authority 
of parliament ; when I ſee them oppoſing rights which they 
always acknowledged, and for aſſerting which, I could pro- 
duce the the beſt authority (I mean their own authority, as 
expreſſed by one of their ableſt agents) when I ſee them arm- 
ing and arraying themſelves, 2 this oppoſition into 
force by arms; ſeeing the queſtion brought to an iſſue, not 
on a point of right but a trial of power; I cannot but ſay, 
that it is become neceſſary that this country ſhould arm alſo. It 
is become neceſſary, that this government ſhould oppoſe its 
force to force; when that force is to be employed = in 
maintaining the laws and conſtitution of the empire, Theſe, 
Ir, are my reaſons for acquieſcing (though I have neither ad- 
viſed, nor been adviſed with) in meaſures of force, The 
\mericans themſelves have rendered them neceſſary : but, 
dur, another reaſon which has weighed with me, as to the 
de of thoſe meaſures, is, that it is founded in precedents, 
be authority of which I am ſure gentlemen that may at pre- 
ent diſapprove them, will not reject. I refer myſelf to the 
ariament that ſat after the execution of Charles the Firſt, 
ben the government was formed into a republic; a parlia- 
nt that perfectly underſtood the diſtinction between that 
ſtance which is juſtifiable, and that which is rebellion. 
he colonies affecting to be the ſubjects of the King only, 
d not ſubordinate to the Rate, * from the government 
the ſtate, denied the authority of parliament, and ſat up a 
prernment of their own, independent of that ſtate and par- 

ent. The caſe is not very different from what has 
2 affected to be ſtated in the preſent fituation of things 
© then what was the method taken by that parliament : they 
ea la totally to prohibit from trade 6 
| | an 


= == 8838 K 5S 


3 EY-Se F 


1 

— 
E 
* 


223441 


— 
— 


* 
. 
— — — FEE ⁰ ⁰½ↄœU2e ˙ͥ3. ur ̃²˙ʃw⁵—t p; Ä ˙¹—.wů AQ 7 ooo — 


N — 


FEC ˙:m Kb ⅛—ͤwiægͤ ²˙ulL ͤ ͤ—V ; ͤ ͤòM;Mà. - 
> * * E 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 114, 


and the reſt of the colonies which were under that revolt: 
and as it is a precedent which has weighed with me for 2: 
quieſcing in the propoſition of bringing in a bill to reſtrain the 
colonies of New England from trade, other than to England, 
and from fiſhing, until they acknowledged the authority of 
parliament ; and as it contains not only a prohibitory, but 
declaratory law of the right of parliament, I will beg leave 9 
read it :* but — I have acquieſced in thoſe meaſures, 
my eye has always looked to peace, nor have my endeavour 
ever ceaſed to labour for it, and I ſeize this firſt moment, in 
which I cannot but hope I ſee ſome dawn of peace, to ſpeak 
to it for this once more. At pieſent matters are come to the 

laſt 


— — 
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*The law he referred to is in Scobell's acts and ordinances, 
16g, cap. 28, Whereas in Virginia, and in the iſlands of Bar 
Antigua, St. Chriſtopher's, Mevias, Montſerrat, Ber 
mudas, and divers other iſlands and places in America, there bath 
been and are colonies and plantations, which were planted at the 
coſt, and ſettled by the people, and by authority of this nation, 
which are and ought to be ſubordinate to, and dependent upot 
England ; and hath ever fince the planting thereof been, and 
ought to be, ſubje& to ſuch laws, orders, and regulations, as art, 
and ſhall be made by the parliament of England: and whereas d- 
vers acts of rebellion have been committed by many perſons inhs 
biting in Barbadoes, Antigua, Bermudas and Virginia, whereby 
they have moſt traiterouſly, by force and ſubtilty, Murpol a poet 
of government, and ſeized the eſtates of many well affected perlow 
into their hands, and baniſhed others, and have ſet up themſches 
in oppoſition to, and diſtinct from this ſtate and common wealth; 
many of their chief actors in, and promoters of theſe rebellions 
baviag been tranſported and carried over to the ſaid plantations i 
foreign ſhips, without leave, licence, or conſent of the parks 
ment of England; the parliament of England taking the premils 
into conſideration, and finding themſelves obliged to uſe al 
ſpeedy, lawful, and juſt means, for the ſuppreſſion of the ſaid re 
bellion in the ſaid plantations, and reducing the ſame to fide 
and due obcdience, ſo as all peaceable and well-affected people 
who have been robbed, ſpoiled, impriſoned, or baniſhed, througl 
the ſaid treaſonable practices, may be reſtored to the freedom d 
their perſons, and poſſeſſion of their own lands and goods, zod 
due puniſhment inflicted on the ſaid delinquents, do declare all a 
every the ſaid perſons in Barbadoes, Antigua, Bermudas, and Vi 
ginia, that have contrived, abetted, aided, or affiſted thoſe bot 
— or have fince willingly joined with them, to be 
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aſt extremity this country and America are in the ſituation 
and declared war; they are on the very point of ſtrik- 


blood. When two independent nations are in that ſituation, 
hey, generally, amidft their friends and allies can find ſome 
mmon mediator, that may at leaſt bring them to ſome terms 
conference, fome mode of explanation, that may avert the 
ar. that is ready to commenee ;' but where can that me- 
Jiacor be found that can ſtand forward between the ſub- 
as and the government of a country, Who can have 
uficient authority to interpoſe in ſuch a caſe, to pre- 
t the fatal conſequences? If the country gentlemen, 
ke landed ſtaple intereſt of this country, that have never 


ion ſtand forth, there can be no ſuch mediator. They 
one are in that predicament which will enable them — 
becomes their actual duty) to ſtand forth on this occaſion. 
is their intereſt alſo, as well as their duty; for it is their 
tereſt that is principally at ſtake and I do feel myſelf, I 
m, extremely happy, to ſee that the noble lord who has 
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the d the propoſition on your table; although as à minifter 
"Wi is his duty to ſupport the authority of this country, and 
ar on ſuch meaſures as his Majeſty, by the advice of par- 
ent hay thought fit to adopt; yet, Sir, I do think it is 


umane, it is nobly [ſpirited in him, as a private member of 
wiament, as one of that candid body, which will, T hope, 
n him to ſtand forth as the mediator upon this occaſion, 
ding out ſuch terms as may prevent a people from being 

n to deſperation ; and may open a door to reconcilia- 


elves en, upon ſuch terms as ſhall' eſtabliſh the authority of this 
= Wntry, and give ſecurity to the rights and liberty of Ame- 


And J own, I ſeel extremely happy to find that they 
boch terme as ua wiſe and honeſt man might offer, evet 
the ſucceſs of war had put into your hands the right of en- 


miſe ; | 

e al ang every thing that you claim ; for even if we 7 to 
this buſineſs muſt finally end in negociation ; and I wiſh 
del committee would attend to what I am going to ſay, (for 
— 2 9; * n A 288 —— — —E 
” I fobbers andtraitors, and ſuch as by the law of nations are not 
y 4 de permitted any manner of commerce or traffic with any people 
i err; and do forbid to all manner of perſons, foreigne 


bothers, all manner of commerce, traffic, and 

\vever, to be uſed or held with the faid-rebels in the Barba- 
® Bermudas, Virginia, ne or either of _ | 
; e know 


ag the blow which muſt be the beginning of ſhedding of 


aten any ſhare in this buſineſs, as à party, will not on this 
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| I know it to be true) chat the ceuntry of America muf, jy 
the future, be governed under regulations and forms, and a cn. 

Alitutian that muj? be. ſettled by compact, The relation betwert 
the two countries, muſt, in its future proceſs, ſtand upon the 
compact ; or this country muſt hold its, dominion in the, - 
lonies by the tenure of a wer, that will coſt more than thy 
are worth, and finally ruin both. In whatever inſtance. ya 

como to regulate their trade, you will always find yourkl 

involved in diſputes,” and muſt have a never failing ſourced 

quaxrel detween this country: and that, until the regulating 

and reſtrictlons under which the whole of the: American trid 

is to be carried on for the future, are ſettled by compad- 

It you mean to haye peace for the future; : this.muſt be dons 

If yon mean to retain that ſuperintending controuling powe 

of government which you have over the calonies, ſo aj thy 

it amy act with effect, and yet retain. them. as ſubjedts ab 

miniſtered under government, and not fubjedted by force d 

arms, even their conſtitutions muſt for' the future be ſetila 

by compact; their charters, which the King grants them, af 

not and cannot be gonfidered;as ſuch compact j for. if it un 

the King: making tetms with any parts of his dominidt 

might diſmember the empire, and ſet all the yacious parts ai 


together- at variance and in wat. Such cammpact therefar 
temporary as it muſt be in its nature, muſt be under the 
perxiſion and ſupreme controul of parliament. Parliame 
uſt nec eſſerily have a right to interſere, and I think ſhou 
o far igterſere, as to examine, to ſettle, and to give the fe 
colonies dcs for all, ſuch a conſtitution as is fit for ſuch 
pendent communities within the empire . by ſettling with thi 
and ſor them, ſuch articles, terms and-conditions.as m 
confirmed by act of parliament, in like mannet as was 
zanthe union of the two parts of the preſent kingdom, wi 
articles hen once confirmed by parliament, cannot, ache 
ing to the law of nations, of juſtice and policy, be a 
without. the conſent of the parties; until the ies, h. 
Ing: their governments under the terms of dependeney on 
empire, Hall break thpſe conditions, ot endeavour to en 
cipate themſelves from them. 
On we point of taxation this Teſolution goes to ft 
+thi 1 or ought to be propoſed; and is, if 1 
z under no d, and — re it ought to be, à fair and 
Preliminary that muſt lead to peace. Although thoſe iþ 
in ien which are irritated, and in their reſentmento 
to men rathet than things, may be indiſpoſed to receive 
terme whatever, and willing to hazard all; rather than 
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with men againſt whom thoſe reſentments are raiſed; and 
although thoſe that take up this matter here, only as a mea- 
ſure of. oppoſition, may endeavour to ridicule and obſtruct 
every good effect which it might have; yet thoſe men of 
weight and property, both here and in America, who have a 
ical intereſt at Rake, and not pledged to any party, but act 
from principle, muſt and will fee, that the line of this pro- 
e pofition will lead finally to ſuch ſettlement, in which alone 
eu their intereſt can be effectually ſecured, and the ſafety of 
ne boch countries be firmly and permanently eſtabliſhed. 
alf the committee will indulge me with their further pa- 
on tience for a moment, I will proceed to make one or two very 
mag ſhort remarks on the tenor of the reſolution - itſelf. . The re- 
ſolution ſays, and fays properly, that no propofition can be 
* eeiyed by this country, but what comes from the general 
court or aſſembly of the reſpective provinces—that is the on- 
ag, authority, moſt undoubtedly, that this country can ae- 
„ knowledge and treat with—that is the only body that can 
have any authentic power to make any propoſitions; and al- 
though 1 know that thoſe propoſitions cannot be any way 
regularly communicated to any congreſs or meeting of all the 
provinces ; that no propoſitions coming from any ſuch con- 
preſs. or meeting, could have authority to pledge or engage 
the provinces in any propoſttions that may be made—yet as 
I do apprehend that no general court, or aſſembly of any pro- 
vince, will liſten to any matter that ſhall be propofed to them 
ba this ſubject, or make any propoſition hereupon ; but as 
they take the tone from the opinion of that general congreſs 
which they have of late accuſtomed themſelves to meet in, I 
ſhould hope that ſome how or other the propoſitions of this re- 
ſolution may find their way to ſuch congreſs, ſo as to become 
a matter of their attention. ny Gu 0232 

The next obſervation which I ſhall make is, that by the 
terms of this reſolution, whatever contributions are agreed 
and ſettled as to be raiſed by the colonies, are to be raiſed un- 
fer the appropriation of the common defence. This condition, 
vr, is wiſely grounded and decided—for it will remove eve 
dew of appropriating it to a matter which the colonies m 
ar-it will-aycid every ſuſpicion.of a miſapplication to pur- 


dee for which it never was meant to be raiſed. 
* An honourable gentleman® in a late debate, took 
che idea in oppoſition, certainly was the firſt and the only 
obs and: Tee Oe ts 07 £9.95” 10s 


* Mc. Charles Fox.” © 
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the public ſervice and common defence, to purpoſes totally 


Mr. Fex, 


"The mode of appropriation ſpecified in this reſolution takes 


venue which ſhall be raiſed is for the common defence,—no 
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one in that line of debate who hit upon the real jet of the 
diſpute between this country and America, He very a 

ſtated that the reaſon why the colonies objected to the |aying 
taxes for the purpoſe of a revenue in America, was that 
ſuch revenue in , the hands of government took out of the 
hands of the people that were to be governed, that controul 
which every Engliſhman thinks he ought to have over that 
government to which his rights and intereſts are intruſted, 
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away even the ground of that oppoſition—for although par. 
liament is to have the diſpoſal and expenditure of this r- 
venue, yet as the ſettlement propoſes that the colonies ſhall, 
by a particular revenue, make proviſion for the eſtabliſhment 
of their own government, and ſpecifies that the general re. 


part of this money ſo raiſed can be applied by parliament ſo 
35 to deſtroy that controul which they ſo much contend for, 
The miſapplication of that 44 per cent, which was raiſed for 


foreign and alien to that end, has ever left in the minds 
the coloniſts a ſuſpicion which has ſtood in the way of al 
propoſitions made for raifing any general revenue : but thi 
reſolution totally removes every ground of ſuch ſuſpicion, and WW hi 
leads to matters worthy of the attention of thoſe who m h. 
have the . it into execution. th 
Upon unds it is, Sir, that although the propo- WW he 
ſitions — in this reſolution may not come into diret WW by 
negociation ; and although they do not contain all that I 6 Will fe 
ſuppoſe negociation will lead to, yet containing all that u d: 
fible could be propoſed in the preſent ſtate of the buſinelz 
1 do believe that they will finally open the way to reconci- Wil ca 
liation and peace, and as ſuch I have given my ſupport, and 
do give my moſt hearty conſent to them. 
Mr. Charles Fox. — my friends, and J con. 
— the public, upon the motion which the noble lo 
as now produced. He, who has been bitherto all violence 
and war, is now treading back his ſteps to peace. I cot- 
gratulate my friends and the public on thoſe meaſures whici 
have produced this effect. It is now ſeen what the eſſeth 
are which a firm and a fpirited oppoſition will produce; 
is the oppoſition which has been made in this houſe, although 
ineffectual to oppoſe the meaſures of miniſters, whilſt th# 
were pleaſed to be violent, yet has had that effect, that the 
now find it their intereſt and their ſafety to be othervik 
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nner | 
The noble lord has receded from his propoſition of violence 
has begun (J meant ir'if he is fincere) to liſten to reaſon ; and, 
if the ſame ſpirit of oppoſition continues to reſiſt violence, 


and to ſupport the liberties and rights of the colonies, he will 


25 an authority, the conduct of nations towards each other; 
that, in the outſet of their demands, they claim more than 
they are willing to accept his lordſhip 1 done the ſame, 
and, I dare ſay, will in a future day be as ready to recede from 
what he has now propoſed, as he has now been humble 
enough to give up what he before ſo ſtrenuouſly defended. 
1 fay this upon the ſuppoſition that the noble lord is fincere ; 
but I cannot believe it, Beſides the oppofition which his 
lordſhip found obſtructing his way, he felt, that even his 
friends and allies began to grow flack towards the vigour of 
his meaſures; he was therefore forced to look out for ſome 
propoſitions that might ſtill induce them to go on with him, 
and that might, if poſſible, NERER the Americans to truſt 
their rights to his candour and juſtice, What he has now pro- 
poſed to you, does accordingly carry two faces on its very firft 
appearance, To the Americzis, and to thoſe who are un- 
willing to proceed in the extremes of violence againſt them, 
he holds out negociation and reconciliation, To thoſe who 
have engaged with him on condition that he will ſupport 
the ſupremacy of this country unimpaired, the propoſition 
holds out a perſuaſion that he never will relax on that point: 
but Sir, his friends ſee that he is relaxing, and the committee 
ſees that they are all ready to withdraw from under his ſtan- 
dard, No one in this country, who is ſincerely for peace, 
will truſt the ſpeciouſneſs of his expreſſions, and the Ameri- 
cans will reject them with diſdain. 
Mr. C. Fenkinſon. The honorable gentleman who ſj 
laſt, has among other objections ſtated, that the propoſition 
how made to you is a total change of meaſures, and is to- 
tally new. Sir, 'tis ſo far from a change of meaſures, that 
ttmakes part of thoſe very meaſures in which the Houſe en- 
7 itſelf when it preſented the late addreſs to his Majeſty, 
t ſpeaks out as to what indulgence was held out and pro- 
miſed, and it ſpeaks out as to the ground on which that in- 
ulperice can be granted. Tt lays down as a rule at the foun- 
ation, that every part of the empire ' muſt bear its ſhare to 
the common defence; and as to e by which the pro- 
Vuces and colonies may contribute their ſhare, it leaves that 
to 


every day more and more reaſonable, He has quoted, 


Mr. C. Jen- 


* 
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if the colonĩes reject it, it leaves them without excuſe in the 
eyes of all mankind. 2 
M.. . EI. Mr. V. Ellis. It is Sir, at all times when I riſe to ſpeak 


| ſhall not only differ from my friends, but perhaps from every 
man in this houſe. It is with pain, Sir, that I do differ 


have of his abilities and integrity, not from any fear of lit 
power, But Sir, on the preſent oceauon, the propoſition 


idea of the addreſs, as I agreed to it, that I cannot, conſiſtent 
hopes to find, and in any meaſure that I can agree to, | 


when I aſk ye by whether the preſent reſolution exprels 
the meant 0 
Jam call 


I think it does not. 80 far therefore as I have pledged #7 
opinion in that addreſs,. I find myſelf as a man of honowt 
dound to oppoſe this prapoſition. But my mode of concen 
ing things can be no rule to other perſans ; and I own unt 
le ehe anx. other perlen - Hy 
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to the very courſe which their principles have always claine 
it ought to go in. But it does it, Sir, in a way that main, 
tains and ſupports the ſupremacy of parliament, The terms 
on which this agreement is to be eſtabliſhed, muſt have the 
ſanction of parliament, the revenue raiſed muſt be at the dil. 
ſal of parliament. Sir, this is ſo far from being a propel. 
ion new at this day, that this is the very propoſition which 
Mr. Grenville made to the colonies the year before he brought 
forward the meaſure of the ſtamp act: and, would the co- 
Jonies at any time have come forward, and propoſed any mea. 
ſures in this line of common ſervice, the government of 
this country would, I believe, at all times have been' ready 
to liſten to them. If there be any thing new in this propo, 
fition, it is that it ſpeaks out explicitly and definitively ; and, 


in this houſe, that I do it with a diſſidence of my own opi- 
nion, but more ſo on the preſent occaſion, as I am afraid 


with my friends. I am extremely ſorry to differ from the 
noble lord. It is from the true and y ſincere opinioo/ 


which. is now made to you, is fo directly cantrary to m 
with the opinion I then gave, accede to this. Sir I was in 


muſt expect to meet with, as the firſt ſtep in the buſineſs, 2 
expreſs and definitive acknowledgement from the Americas, 
af our ſupremacy, Without that point firſt ſettled, I ca 
neither receive nor conſent to any ather propoſitions, |! 


the addreſs ; I certainly muſt anſwer no. |i 
upon as a gentleman to ſay whether it does «f 
not, I muſt, as a gentleman, upon my honour, declare that 
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o not, with to impoſe my opinion upon any other perſe 
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ing therefore ſaid thus murh to explain and'juſtify my own 
conduct, I think the beſt thing I can do is to fit down, . 
Mr. Adam ſpoke againſt.the reſolution, upon the ground Mr. Ada. 
of its waving if it did not give up the ſupremacy. * 
Mr. Cornwall explained the nature of the ſapremacy, and Mr. Cers- 
ſnewed how the meaſure nom propoſed was not only conſiſt- 


ent with it, but the beſt and wiſeſt meaſure, as a meaſure of 
nance. Confirmed what his right hondorable relation had 
faid as to its being no new propoſition, but having been for · 
merly made by Mr. Grenville; >. .. 

Right on. T. Tetonſbend replied to Mr. Cornwall. 
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- Mr. Actland It is, Sir, with the greateſt difflence I Mr. 44. 


uiſe to deliver my ſentiments on this occaſion to the Houſe, . 
oppfeſſed as I am with an awe, that I am not aſhamed to ac> 
knowledge, 1 hope, if I ſbould deliver my ſentĩments inac- 
turately, it willi be recollected, I am delivering them before 
the firſt aſſembly in the world. Aſtoniſhed at propaſitions I 
ſo little expetted, I ariſe: to permiſſion of the Houſe, to 
make the follouing motion: That the chairman do leave the 
chair. I am prompted to it by the convidbony that tlie / pro 
poſitions laid before the Howſe, by the noble lord, can, on 
the princples:of the gentlemen: on the other ſide! of the 
Houſe, producer ho god conſequences; on the principles of 
the gentlemen af this ſide of the Houſe, muſt produce many 
bad ones. Sir, L have fupparted: adminiſtration on every 
American ſtep they have taken during the ſeſſion, becauſe 1 
have approved them; and as lonꝑ as I had continued to approve 
them, I ſhould have continued to ſupport them. But, Sir, 1 
cannot: approve chis meaſure, and therefore beg to make the 
following motion,; and, if I am irregular. in the manner of 
doing it, I hope the Houſe: will pardon; me, and the chairman 
will ſet me right: I therefore conclude with moving, That 
the chairman do leave thechairr r 


- Mr. Dundas, ſolicitor generab of Scotland, ſpoke forcibly, Mr. Dundas. 


md in very ſtrong terms, to mark the contradiction of the 
preſent meaſure to the addreſs, and to every other meaſure 
de which he had given his.:confent ; declared that he could 
never accede to any conceſſiuns whatever, which he under- 
Rood this to be, until the Ainericans did, in direct terms, a- 
knowledge the abſolute ſupremacy of this oountry; much leſs 


arms 
Sir 


ink it, 


from Elli. 


could he conſent to ſuch conceſſions, white they were in 
iet laid, The debate has taken z:different tuen Sir Gilter 
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from any idea that I could have conceived ; and gentlemen 
have taken up ideas fo contrary to every thing contained in 
the motion, that I own I could not but wiſh to explain it, 
as I underſtood it to be; not only as. it ſtood in the preſent 
'* reſolution, but as I conceive it to be a part of a meaſure al. 
ready entered into. The addrefs to his Majeſty, in conſe. 
uence of our conſidering the papers, contained, as I under. 
flood it when moved, in the ſenſe in which I agreed to it, 
and as I ever have conceived it to this moment, contained too 
correſpondent lines of conduct. With force to repreſs thoſe 
that were in rebellion, with the protection of this country to 
- defend. thoſe who were acting under the authority of it, to 
eſtabliſh the government, and to enforce the laws of this 
country in the colonies, was one line of that conduct. You 
have addrefſed his Majeſty to enforce all thoſe meaſures that 
were neceſſary to carry this into effect. Vou have augmented 
your forces both by ſea and land; you have raiſed money for 
this purpoſe; you have proceeded to meaſures * 
and are in a way to proceed ſtill: further in that courſe; in 
the whole of which, nothing is looked to but the ſupport and 
eſtabliſhment of the ſupreme authority of this country, The 
other line, whoſe direction is concurrent and- concomitant 
with this, has been the holding out a promiſed indulgence u 
thoſe who-will do their duty towards this country. In an ad 
dreſs, you can only ſtate this is general and vague terms. You 
could not, without taking it up as a particular point of con- 
ſideration, and as 2 particular meaſure, expreſs yourſelves i 
an explicit and definitive: manner to that point. While Jon 
are going on with the one part of this united meaſure, will 
* ſtop ſhort in this, to which you have pledged both yo 
;honour and humanity ? Sir, ſo far from the meaſure now 
propoſed being contradictory to, or inconſiſtent with the 
other, the plan on which you ſat out, at the opening of ths 
duſineſs, would be broken, would be defective, be un⸗ 
juſt, without it. While, therefore, you are 1 the 
authority of this country, and that with meaſures of force 
with power, with arms, forget not your —— 
policy. Each propoſition is tome but part of one b 
- 8nd, as part of a meaſure which I have approved in the whole, 

I muſt give my. conſent to it. ot 29h 
Col. Barris, Colonel Barri. How this new. ſcheme of letting the Ame. 
ricans tax themſelves, ever came into the noble lord's head, | 
cannot conceive, Whether it be the genuine product * 
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own new wildom and policy, or whether it ariſes from prodi- 

ious cunning; whether from advice of any new friends, or 

F.ings from the friendſffip of old enemies, is impoſſible to 

conceive, By what I can collect, it is not likely to gain him 

any new friends from this fide the Houſe ; and I ſhould have 

thought it was going to loſe him ſeveral friends from that 

fide, had not the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 

riſen to his aid. hen that gentleman pleaſes to exert his 

eloquence, there is ſomething ſo powerful; ſo perſuading, 

ſomething ſo leading in it, that thoſe who were in doubt, 

become immediately convinced; His opinion, whenever ex- 

plicitly given, becomes like a ſtandard, under which even 

troops which have turned their backs, may be rallied and 

brought again to their ranks ; and, notwithſtanding what we 

may have thought ſome few moments ago, we ſhall yet ſee 

all the troops reconciled to the march they are to make. And 

] begin now to ſee, that whatever may be the various doubts, 

ſhatever the opinions and ſpeeches, on different ſides, when 

re come to a diviſion, I believe the uſe of a ſtandard in this 

ouſe will be ſeen, in that there will be ſcarce any difference 

1 numbers of thoſe who have hitherto divided on either fide. 

but though the noble lord's new motions will cauſe no new 

liviſions amongſt us here, yet it is founded on that wretched, 

dw, ſhameful, abominable maxim which has predominated 

n every meaſure of our late miniſter, divide & impera. This 

to divide the Americans; this is to break thoſe aſſociations, 

o diſſolye that generous union in which the Americans, as 

he man, ſtand in defence of their rights and liberties. - If you 

ſo weak to imagine, from any thing which that ſincerely 

nociated band of minifters can find in their own hearts, you 

an believe that the Americans are ſo fooliſh or ſo baſe to 

(ch other, you will be deceived. They are not ſuch gudgons 

de caught by ſuch a fooliſh bait. But the noble lord does 

it expect it will be accepted; it is meant only to propoſe 

ung ſpecious, which he knows the Americans will re- 

e; and, therefore, offers to call down tenfold more venge- 

ee on their devoted heads, rendered thus ten times more 

nous, by refuſing ſuch fair, ſuch reaſonable, ſuch juſt, 

b 9 ſuch humane offers: but neither will this 

ucceed, 3 N 

Lord North. Ta Sir, with the gentleman who ſpoke 

* well as with an honourable — who 1— 

ly, that it is very probable _ the propoſitions contained 
In 
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in this reſolution may not be acceptable to the Americary is 
general ; the reſolution certainly does not $9 ta all thei 
claims —it is however juſt, humane and viſe; and thoſe ig 
America who are juſt, who are wiſe, and whe are ſeriq 
will, I believe, think it well worthy their attention, Thy 
gentleman has charged me with mean, low, and fooliſh po. 
icy, in yupding my meaſures on that maxim dtuide & 
impers. It is fooliſh, it is mean, when a people, heated and 
miſled by evil councils, are running into unlawful combina, 
tions, it is fooliſh to hald out thoſe terms which will Gift the 
reaſonable from the unreaſonable ; that will diſtinguiſh tho 
who have, and act upon, principle, from thoſe who wiſh od 
to profit of the general confuſion and ruin, If propoſition 
that the conſcientious and the prudent will accept, will at the 
ame time recover them from under the influence and faſci 
nation of the wicked, I avow the uſing that principle which 
will thus divide the good from the bad, and give aid, afif 
ance ang ſupport to the friends of peace and good government, 
A right honourable gentlemen who always f and 20 
like a man of honqur, and when he differs from his friends 
does it like a man of honour, thinks that accarding to the 
ſenſe in which he underſtood the addreſs, according to the 
ſentiments an which bis opinian went along with it, accord- 
ing „ —.— which he 2 iven of the wy of i 
t the propoſitions now propoſed by me, totally deviate 
depart from it; I will beg leave to refer that gentleman ty 
rr 
ieit language nic he Ir 
dreſs 3 was it ngt preciſely, almoſt literally the aweas F tl 
now propoſe—-I can ever refer to my very words as being tht 
ſame, If that gentleman, attending anly to bis own definition 
did not give his attention to mine, I can on l 9 
ay ref] ee i bye twill ap to the houſe, a 
te the mannet in which I explain the idea of the indulgence 
which the addreſs held out and promiſed ; and haying be 
out and promiſed ſuch indulgence, if I had not follow 
it-by ſome propoſitions which were agen, explicit, and & 
figitive, I might indeed have been charged with throwug 
out-deceptions te gentlemen bere, and with laying 2 ſnare fit 
our fellow-ſubjefts in America, Whatever may be the fr. 
 _ Ceptien theſe -propalitions:ſhall meet with, whatever way * 
the fate of thoſe meaſures, I feel that I have, dons y duly 
d ˙ c 
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upon the report of a — of meaſures, with a full reſo- 
ution of ſupporting any thing, which might lead any way 
towards conciliation—but that he found the propoſition al- 


rendered to the laſt degree obſcure and perplexed in its 
anguage, Inſtead of being at all fitted to produce peace, 
t was Calculated to increaſe the diſorders and confuſions in 
America; —and therefore that he never could conſent to it. 
He readily admitted with Mr. Ellis, and with the Solicitor 
eral of Scotland, that the propoſition was a contradiction 
to every thing that parliament had declared ; a ſhameful 
prevarication in miniſters ; and a mean departure from every 
leclaration they had made. He was however willing to pur- 
haſe peace by any humiliation of miniſters, and by what 
as of more moment, even by the humiliation: of parliament, 
But the meaſure was mean indeed, but not at all conciliatory. 
he mode of argument, on the fide of adminiſtration, ' he 
aid, was the moſt ridiculous that ever had been known 
n parliament, They attempted to prove to: one fide of 
de Houſe, that the meaſure was a conceſſion; and to 
te other, that it was a ſtrong aſſertion of authority 
| on the filly principles of the Tea Act, which to Great 
britain was to be a duty of ſupply, to the Americans a 
ax of regulation, He was equally ſurpriſed, he ſaid, by 
nother extraordi phznomenon. To this day, during 
ie whole courſe of the American debates, . the r 
re daily and hourly denied their having any fort of con 
bout an American revenue. That the whole was a diſpute 
Ir obedience to trade-laws, and to the general legiſlative 


aQure imate our ſoldiers, they tell them for the 
rt time, << this diſpute is put on its true footing, and that 
de grand conteſt is, not for empty honour, but ſubſtantial 

ue.” But manufacturers and ſoldiers will not be ſo 
jonſoled, or ſo animated; becauſe the revenue is as much an 
ty phantom, as the honour ; and the whole ſcheme of 
reſolution is oppreſſive, abfurd, and impraQticable—and 
at indeed the miniſters confeſs the Americans will not 
cept; nay, what indeed they own America has already 
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ant of the Americans that the mode of taxation was not 


the grant, nor the application, was in their free choice, 
® was their complaint, and their complaint mi 
"* | Gi l 


ty 


together inſidious in its nature, and therefore purpoſely 


uthority, Now they turn ſhort—and to conſole our manu- 


Med. It is oppreflive; becauſe, it was never the &vit- 
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Mr. Burke: He declared he came to the Houſe this day; Mr, Burks, 


alt 


Wh at elſe is it to be taxed by act of parliament in which they 


euch other and againſt themſelves, until the King and parli 
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are not repreſented, . but for parliament to ſettle the proper. 
tion 'of the payment, and the application of the money ? This 
is the purport of the preſent reſolution, If an act of parliz. 
ment compelled the city of Amſterdam, to raiſe an hunde 
thouſand pounds, is not Amfterdam as effectually taxey 
without its conſent, as if duties to that amount were aid 
upon that city? To leave them the mode may be of ſome 
eaſe as to the collection; but it is nothing to the freedom of 
ting; in which the colonies are ſo far from being relieved 
y this reſolution, that their condition is to be ten- times 
worſe than ever. He contended, that it is far a more op- 
preſſive mode of taxing than that hitherto uſed : for ben 
no determinate demand is made, The colonies are to be 
held in durance by troops, fleets, and armies, until ſing 
and ſeparately they ſhall do—what ? Until they ſhall offer t 
contribute to a ſervice-which they cannot know, in a pro- 
portion which they cannot gueſs, on a ſtandard which they 
are ſo far from being able to aſcertain, that parliament which 
is to hold it, has not ventured to hint what it is thy 
expect. They are to be held priſoners of war, unleſs 
conſent to a ranſom, by bidding at an auction agai 


ment ſhall ſtrike down the hammer, and ſay, enough.“ 
This ſpecies of auction, to be terminated not at the di- 
cretion of. the bidder, but at the will of the ſovereign pont 

akind of abſurd tyranny, which he challenged the mini 
ters. to produce any example of, in the practice of this ord 
Any other nation. What was ſaid to be moſt like th 
g the colony aſſemblies at gueſſing whit 
oh be moſt _—_— to us in ſome futur 


* go back again to Ametica? and ſo on bac 
rds arid forwards as often #5 the offer diſpleaſed parliamen 
and thus zuſtead of obtaining penee by this propoſitlon,! 
Sat Ata Ellbns and tonfufions Will be encreaſed tenfold, a 
e is fard indeed by the miniſter, that 
dene Will Alfie the <vIdhies, Tricks in. yovernm 
have ſothetitties: been faccefsful; but never, when the 


knowl 
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known, avowed, and hackneyed. The Boſton port- bill was 
declared cheat, and accordingly far from ſucceeding; it 
was the very firſt thing that united all the colonies again us, 


yalue of goods ſuppoſed to be taken by the cgloniſts, becauſe 
we ſold cheap, at a time when we did not ſuffer the colonies 
to make a trial, and by ſuch arithmetic to deduce the pro- 
priety of their paying in nearly an equal proportion with the 
a Her England, was of a piece, he ſaid, with the reſt 
of the policy and the argument of this profound project. 
He ſtrongly declared again any ſcheme, which began by 
any mode of extorting revenue, Every denefit, natural. or 
political, muſt be had in the order of things, and in its pro- 
per ſeaſon. Revenue from a free people muſt be the con- 
ſequence of peace, not the condition on which it is to 

obtained, If we attempt to invert this order, we ſhal 
haye neither peace nor revenue. If we are reſolved to eat 


ment, we ſhall only ſet an edge on our own teeth, and 
thoſe of our poſterity for ever. Therefore he was for the 
reconſideration until it could be brought, he ſaid, to ſome 
agreement with common ſenſe. 3 | 


courſe of the day, for, tho? the noble lord had checked himſelf 
and been actually five-times * on his legs, yet all his elo- 
quence ſeemed thrown away, and his authority ſeemed on the 
point of loſing its weight. Young members and old, the 
known phalanx of miniſterial ſupport, ſeemed to totter, and 
it appeared to him, as if it was going to be, © to your tents, 
D Iſrael ;”” but in the moment of the noble lord's diſtreſs, when 
Il his own eloquence, all his acknowledged authority ſeem- 
Hoſt, a gentleman of great abilities aroſe, [Sir G. Elliot] but 
de was too wiſe to waſte his eloquence, he did not attempt to 
argue, but with great good ſenſe, he warned the party not to 
ride among themſelves. I ſaw, ſaid Mr. Dunning, the in- 
lantaneous good effect of this wholeſome. admonition, no 
nt, no argument could have had half the effect; it ope- 
ted like a charm : and though I don't ſee well, I could 
liſcern from various faces, that the miniſter was ſafe, and 
a reſcued from the diſgrace I had begun to - apprehend for 
6862 him, 


88 . 


— 


Frei HSE BK BRT TA 


— 
— 
— 


Aren 


* The whole of his lordſhip's argument is given in pages 
9 196, 197, and 210, The reſt was to explain. 


from Nova Scotia to Georgia. The idea of deducting the 


our grapes crude and ſour, inſtead of obtaining nouriſh= 


+. 
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Mr. Dunning aſſured the Houſe that he had been much Mr. Par- 
alarmed, for the noble lord [meaning lord North] in the“ 
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Mr. ne. The Lord Mayor, [ Mr. Wilkes.) The motion, which! 


kingdom expreſſed their abhorrence of the meaſure. They 
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him, of being in a minority. He then ſhewed that the 
new propoſition was indeed ſcandalouſly contradictory to al 
the profeſſions of the miniſter,” and therefore juſtified the 
oppoſition of the minjfter's old friend: but for his par, 
he oppoſed it, not as bejng conciliatory, which he wiſhed it 
Was, but as * Fre and treacherous. 
The Houſe divided, For Lord North's motion, 214, 
againſt it 88. | : p A ** I i, 5 
2 U February 21. 


Cricklade election. 
2 hn; ; February 22. 


ſhall have the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe, affects in 
my opinion the very vitals of this conſtitution, the gien 
pri ary ſources of the power of the people, whom we repr. 
ent, and by whoſe authority only, delegated to us for 
time, we are a part of the legiſlative body of this kingdom 
The proceedings of the laſt parliament in the buſineſs of the 
Middleſex elections, gave a juſt alarm to almoſt every eledur 
in the nition. The fatal precedent then attempted to be 
eſtabliſhed; was conſidered as a direct attack on the inaliens 
ble rights of the people. The moſt reſpectable bodies in thi 


proceeded ſo far as to petitjon the crown for the diſſolution of 
that parliament, as having been guilty of a flagrant abuſe of 
their truſt. Above 60,600 of our fellow-ſubjeds Carried 
their complaints to the foot of the throne ; a number ſurely 
deſerving the higheſt regard trom a miniſter, if his whole . rel 
tention 520 not been engroſſed by the ſmall number of the 
6000, who return the majority of members to this houſe, WW 29t 
The people; fir, were in a ferment, which has not yet ſubſided, 
They made my cauſe their own, for they ſaw the powers of ſon! 
re againſt the conſtitution, which was wound. 
ed through my ſides, and the envenomed ſhafts of a wiclel 
adminiſtration pointed at our laws and liberties no lels than 
at a hated individui1l. The plan was carried on for ſome jean 
with a ſpirit of malevolence and rancour which would hat 
diſgraced the very worſt, but with a perſeverance which would 
have done honour to the beit, cauſe. I do not mean, Sir, if 
through the variety of perſecutions and injuries which 
that perſon ſuffered, I hope, with a becoming fortitude, | 
have forgiven them. All the great powers of the ſtate at of 
time appeared combined to pour their vengeance on me, Eier 
Imperia Jove pointed his thunder-bolts, red with uncomm 
wrath, at my — head. I was ſcorched, but not conſi- 
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ned. The broad ſhield of the law protected me. A = 
I yous public, and my noble friends, the freeholders of Mid- 
- dleſex, the ever ſteady friends of liberty and their country, 
, WI poured balm into my wounds, They are healed, Scarcely a 
it ſcar remains: but 1 feel, I deeply feel, the wounds given to 
the conſtitution, They are ſtill bleeding, This Houſe only 
k can heal them. They only can reſtore the conſtitution to its 
former ſtate of purity, health, and vigour. May I be permit- 
ted to point out the made of the cure, and the ſalutary methods 
| think you ought to apply? Before I proceed to the remedy, 
| ſhall beg the indulgence of the Houſe to ftate the caſe, and T 
doe they will forgive a dry but candid narrative of facts, be- 
in WY cauſe I mean to argue from them. I will give them as brief- 
ny as poſſible, and with all the impartiality of a bye- ſtander. 
* Mr. Wilkes was firſt elected for the county of Middleſex 
en the 28th of March 1768. He was expelled the 3d of Fe- 
m. bruary 1769, and the ſecond time choſen, without oppoſition, 
ce the 16th day of the ſame month. On the day following, the 
a election was vacated, and he was declared by a majority of 
be che Houſe incapable of being elected into that parliament, 
u Notwithſtanding this reſolution of the Houſe, he was a third 
this time on the 16th of March, elected without oppoſition ; for I 
bey WW ſuppoſe the ridiculous attempt of a Mr. Dingley, who had not 
n of WY = lingle freeholder to propoſe or vote for him, can hardly be 
e of WY called an oppoſition, That election however was declared 
ried a wid the next day, On the 13th of April Mr Wilkes was a 
rely WY fourth elected, by a majority of 1143 votes, againſt Mr. Lut- 
1. rell, who had only 296. The ſame day the Houſe voted, 
the “ that Mr. Luttrell ought to have been returned.” On the 
uſe, WW 29th of April a petition was preſented to the Houſe from the 
del. freeholders of Middleſex by a worthy baronet,* who is not 
rs of only an honour to this Houſe, but to human nature; notwith- 


und tanding which the Houſe on the 8th of May reſolved, that 
cel . Henry Lawes Luttrell, Eſquire, is duly elected a Knight 
than WW of the ſhjre to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the coun» 
en ty of Middleſex.” 

ha Theſe are the leading facts. I will not trouble the Clerk, 
roul0P!'; to read all the reſolutions, to which I have alluded, 


dey are moſt of them freſh in the memories of gentlemen. 
only call for that of Feb. 17, 1769, reſpeRing Incapacity 
the certain conſequence of expulſion, 
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I Clint read the Reſolution.) 
Now, Sir, I think it fair to ſtate to the Houſe the whole of 
what I intend to move in conſequence of the facts J have ſta- 
ted, and the reſolution juſt read. The firſt motion I intend 
ts, that the reſolution of this Houſe of the 17th of Februar 
1769, © that Jehn Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, in this ſiſin 
parliament, expelled this houſe, was and is incapable of being 
elefied a member to ſerve in this preſent parliament,” be expung. 
ed from the journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the 
rights of the whole body of electors of this kingdom.” This 
I hold of neceffity to reſtore the conftitution, which that re. 
ſolution tears up by the roots. I ſhall then, if I ſucceed, if 
— and a reverence for the conſtitution prevail in this pa. 
iament, proceed to the other motion, ** that all the declara- 
tions, orders and reſolutions of this Houſe, reſpeQing the elec- 
tion of John Wilkes, Eſquire, for the county of Middleſex 
as 2 void election, the due and legal election of Henry Lawes 
Luttrel, Eſquire, into the laſt parliament, for the county of 
Middleſex, and the incapacity of John Wilkes, Eſquire, to 
be elected a member to ſerve in the faid parliament, be expung- 
ed from the journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the 
rights of the whole body of eleCtors of this kingdom.” 
The words of the reſolution of the 17th of February 176, 
which I mean particularly to combat, are, was and 71 inca- 
ble,” and the explanation of them the ſame day in the order 
r a new writ, “ in the room of John Wilkes, Eſquire, who | 
is adjudged incapable of being elected a member to ſerve n Wt" 
this preſent parliament.” In the firſt formation of this govert- 
ment, in the original ſettlement of our conſtitntion, the peo- 
ple expreſsly reſerved to themſelves a very conſiderable part 
the legiſlative power, which they conſented to ſhare joint) p 
with a king and houſe of lords. From the great population the! 
of our iſland this power could not be exerciſed perſonally, 
and therefore the many were compelled to delegate that pov! 
toa few,who thus became their deputies and agents only, thel 
repreſentatives. It follows directly, from the very idea of choicy 
that ſuch choice muſt be free and uncontrouled, admitting 
no reſtrictions, but the law of the land, to which king? 
lords are equally ſubject, and what muſt ariſe from the natur 
of the truſt. A peer of parliament, for inſtance, cannot # 
elected a member of the Houſe of Commons, becauſe be i. 
ready forms a part of another branch of the ſame legiſlatih 
body. A lunatic has a natural incapacity. Other inſtances mig 
be mentioned, but thoſe two are ſufficient. The freedom 


election is then the common right of the people, their fair ; 
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iuſt ſhare of power; and I hold it to be the moſt glorious in- 
Eu of every ſubject of this realm, the nobleſt, and 1 
truſt, the moſt ſolid part of that beautiful fabric, the Engliſh 
conftitution. Here I might lean, Sir, on the moſt reſpectable 
authorities which can be cited, the ſupreme judicature of 


| 
| the kingdom, and the venerable judges of former ages as well 
x of our own times. I met them accidentally this morning in 
the courſe of my reading, as an old friend + of Wilkes and 
BY Liberty, now alas] loſt to every ſenſe of duty to his country, 
: frequently tells another aſſembly, he accidentally meets all the 
„ ticclome quotations he makes. The houſe of Peers in the 
ae of Aſhby and White in 1704, determined, © a man has 
„ ght to his freehold by the common law; and the law ha- 
„ung annexed his right of voting to his freehold, it is of the 
* nature of his freehold, and muſt depend upon it.“ On the 
ne occaſion likewiſe they declared, © it is abſurd to ſay, the 
« Wl <eftors right of chuſing is founded upon the law and cuſtom 
of WY of parliament. It is an original right, part of the conſtitution 
io a of the kingdom, as much as a parliament is, and from whence 
1 the perſons elected to ſerve in parliament do derive their au- 
te BY thority, and can have no other but that which is given to 
them by thoſe that have the original right to chuſe them.” 
bg The greateſt law authorities, both ancient and modern, a 
. n opinion, that every ſubject of the realm, not A Yy, by 
erk, is eligible of common right. Lord Coke, Lord Chief 


o Juſtice Holt, and Mr. Juftice Blackftone, are the only autho- 
n ities I ſhall cite. I regard not, Sir, the flaviſh courtly doc- 
n- ines propogated by lawyers in either Houſe of parliament, 
PM to the rights of the ſubject, no more than I do as to what 
«+ of ey call high treaſon and rebellion. Such doctrines are de- 
ndy livered here only to be reported elſewhere. Theſe men have 
tian weir reward. But the venal tongue of a proſtitute advocate 
ally, WY” judge is beſt anſwered by the wiſe and ſober pen of the 
oe ame man, when in a former cool moment, unheated by par- 
theit x rage or faction, after the fulleſt deliberation, he gave to the 
oice; "ation, to the preſent age and to poſterity, a fair and impar 
ngd tal detail of their undoubted rights, and when he laid down 
2 Ex. and expreſs terms the plain law of the land. Lord 


ature Ke ya, „He which is eligible of common right, cannat 
of ber fiſabled by the ſaid ordinance in parliament, unleſs it had 
he den by act of parliament.” Lord Chief Juſtice. Holt declares, 
latte; „The 

;oht : 
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f The Duke of Grafton, 


217 


PARLIAMENTARY A. thys, 


© The election of knights belongs to the freeholders of coun. 
ties, and it is an original right, veſted in and inſeparable from 
the freehold, and can no more be ſevered from their freehold, 
than their freehold itſelf can be taken away.” Mr. Juſtice 
Blackſtone in the firſt book of his Commentaries has the fol: 
lowing words. Subject to theſe reſtrictions and diſqualif. 
cations, every ſubject of the. realm is eligible of common 
right.” This common right of the ſubject, Sir, was violated 
by the majority of the laſt Houſe of Commons, and I affirm, 
that they, and in particular, if I am rightly informed, the 
noble Lord with the blue ribband, committed high treaſon 
againſt Magna Charta. This houſe only, without the inter- 
ference of the other parts of the legiſlature, took upon them to 
make the law. They adjudged me incapable of being eled. 
ed a member to ſerve in that parliament, although I was qua. 
liked by the law of the land, and the noble Lord declared, 
« if any other candidate had only fix votes, he would 
feat him for Middlefex.”t I repeat it, Sir, this violence wa 
a direct infringment of Magna Charta, high treaſon againſt 
the ſacred charter of our liberties. The words to which 
I allude, ought always to be written in letters of gold. Ne 
freeman ſhall be difized of his freehold, or liberties, or free 
_ cuſtoms, unleſs by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by 
the law of the land.” By the conduct of that majority, and 
of the noble Lord, they aſſumed to themſelves the power f 
making the law, and at the ſame moment invaded the rights 
of the people, the King, and the lords. The two laſt tame- 
ly acquieſced in the exerciſe of a power, which had been in: 
great inſtance fatal to their predeceſſors, had put an end 
to their very exiſtence; but the people, Sir, and in particular 
the ſpirited freeholders of this county, whoſe ruling paſſion i 
the love of liberty, have not yet forgiven the attack on their 
rights. So dangerous a precedent of violence and injuſtict, 
which may in future times be cited by a deſpotic miniſter a 
- __ ought to be expunged from the journals of thi 
ouſe. 

I have heard and read much of precedents to juſtify the pro- 
ceedings of the majority in the laſt Houſe of Commons. | 
own, Sir, I value very little the doctrine of precedents 
There is ſcarcely any new villany under the ſun. A pre 
dent can never juſtify any action in itſelf wicked, _ 


— 
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t This is a miſtake, See Lord Stanley's Speech, Page 238, 
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bery for inſtance on the heaths of Hounſlow or Bagſhot, 
of which there are innumerable precedents. The baſeſt 
ations may be juſtified by precedents drawn from bad 
times and bad men, The ſole queſtion is, Whether this 
power is not a direct 2 on the rights of the 
people? If that is proved, I care not how long the uſur- 
[pation has continued, how often practiſed, It is high 
time to put an end to it. It was the caſe of general 
warrants, One precedent however the moſt inſiſted upon, 
I muſt take notice of, becauſe it is ſaid fully to come up 
to the point, but in my opinion, in almoſt every part it 
proves the contrary of what it has been brought to ſupport, 
| mean the remarkable caſe of Mr. Walpole in 1711, a 
period in which the rankeſt Tory principles were counte- 
nanced more than in any period of our hiſtory prior to 
1760. The caſe has been ſo partially quoted, even by 
a * perſon whoſe ſole merit here was an aſſumed accuracy, 
phich he never poſſeſſed, that I ſhall deſire it may be read 
to the Houſe from our journals. The date is March 6, 
In. 


No The Clerk reads, ** Reſolved, that Robert Walpole, 
ſet quire, having been, this ſeſſion of parliament, committed 
* priſoner to the Tower of London, and expelled this Houſe, 
- ir an high breach of truſt in the execution of his office, and noto- 

wus corruption, when ſecretary at war, was and is incapa- 
hs Pie of being elected a member to ſerve in the preſent parlia- 
n+ nent,” ) Now, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that even that parlia- 
0 * rent, at an æra ſo hoſtile to the liberties not only of Eng- 
2 land but of Europe, did not venture to adjudge him inca- 


able of being elected a member to ſerve in that parliament 
duly becauſe he was expelled, but in the body of the reſo- 
ution itſelf they add another reaſon, which would be trifling, 
one was ſufficient, and adequate to the point, the high 


K 


r ol reach of truſt in the execution of his office, notorious corruption, 
thus hen ecretary at war. As truſtees for the public, they aſ- 

igned a cauſe,” which muſt intereſt every member of the 
ar ommunity, In the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, the late majority 
. clared, „That John Wilkes, Eſquire, having been in 
— lis ſeſſion of parliament, expelled this Houſe, was and is in- 


2pable of being elected a member to ſerve in this preſent par- 
anent,” The having been expelled, whether juſtly or un- 
| H h juſtly, 
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* Jeremiah Dyſon, Eſq, 
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ceſſarily follow expulſion. 


; dleſex buſineſs. Mr. Wilkes was qualified by the leu c 
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juſtly, is the only reaſon they gave to the public, I fl 
not yet, Sir, diſmiſs the caſe of Mr. Walpole, It wil 
prove another propoſition | have maintained, the injuſtic 
of the late majority in ſeating Mr. Luttrell in this Houſe 
The fact is, that the Houſe of Commons having expelle 
Mr. Walpole, ordered a new writ to iſſue. At the ſubſequen 
election, Mr. Walpole was again returned. A Mr. Taylot 
who had a minority of votes, petitioned, but the election wy 
vacated, Had the doctrine propagated by the late majority, 
and by the noble lord in the blue ridband, been juſt, Mi. 
Taylor ought to have ſat, the Houſe ſhould have reſolve 
he ought to have been returned, and the groflcft injuſtice wy 
actually done to him. But even that parliament, whoſe me. 
mory the nation execrates, dared not proceed to ſuch enormays 
wickedneſs. It was referved for the preſent æra, when ſhans 
has loft its bluſh. Mr. Luttrell was for ſome years declareliſo! 
to repreſent the county of Middlefex, although a great mi 
jority of the freeholders abhorred and reprobated the ide 
and on every public occafion declared it. 
Sir, when the ſtrong reaſons, on which any doQrine ſ-* 
founded, bear me aus f care little about precedents, I 
collect, however, another inftance of Mr. Woollaſton, Which 
directly meets an objection, which has been much relied er 
on, „ that expulſion neceſſarily implies incapacity,” R 
the laſt I ſhall defire the Clerk to read. I wiſh him to tun 
to the journals of February 20, 1698. {The Clerk rau 
© Reſolved, that Richard Woollaſton, Eſquire, being a men 
ber of the Houſe of Commons, and having ſince been cee 
cerned and acted as a receiver of the duties, &c. contri: | 
to the act made in the th and 6th of his Majeſty's rige 
&c. be expelled this Houſe”) Now, Sir, I defy all the e th 
tlety of the moſt expert court lawyer among us, all the oy 
phiſtry of the bar, to reconcile this caſe with the favouri_neive: 
court tenet, that expulſion implies incapacity, becauſe! 
fact is aſcertained, that a new writ did iflue for the boroii¶ dic 
of Whitchurch, and that Mr. Weoollofton was re-elefted if" 0» 
fat in the ſame parliament. Incapacity therefore does not he 
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Jam ready to admit, that where a clear legal incapaci obbe 
exiſts, all votes given to a perſon incapacitated are th 
away, if they are knowingly given to him. But, Sit; jolde: 

leave to aſſert that this was not the caſe in the Mi 


the land, and the freeholders, who perfectly unden Jo. 
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the clear point of law, as well as their own rights, expreſsly 
geclared in the petition preſented on the 29th of April to the 
ouſe, * Your petitioners beg leave to repreſent to this ho- 
hourable Houſe, that the ſaid Henry Lawes Luttrell had not 
he majority of legal votes at the faid election, nor did the 
majority of the freeholders, when they voted for John Wilkes, 

:(quire, mean thereby to throw away their votes, or to wave 
their right of repreſentation ; nor wou!d they, by any means, 
have choſen to be repreſented by the ſaid Henry Lawes Lut- 
rell, Eſquire, Your petitioners therefore apprehend he 
annot fit as the repreſentative of the ſaid county in parlia- 
gent, without a manifeſt infringement of the rights and pri- 
ileges of the freeholders thereof,” 

This Houſe, Sir, is created by the people, as the other is by 
de King. What right can the majority have to ſay to any 
ounty, city, or borough, you ſhall not have a particular per- 
on your repreſentative, only becauſe he is obnoxious to us, 
hen he is qualified by law ? Every county, city or borough 
35 an equal right with all other counties, cities and boroughs, 
o its particular deputy in the great council of the nation. 
Each is diſtinct, free and independent. I do not mean, Sir, 
pw to enter into the argument, whether it may not be fit to 
ive this Houſe the power of expulſion in the firſt inſtance for 
ery flagrant and infamous crimes, either committed, or of 
Fhich the member may be convicted, ſubſequent to his elec- 
on. That might ſeem an appeal to the people, the ſending 
e member back to his conſtituents, If however they differ 
n opinion from the Houſe, and re-ele him, he ought to ſit, 
ecauſe he claims his ſeat under the ſame authority each mem- 
ter holds his, a delegation from the people. The firſt appeal 
d the conſtituents may ſeem juſt, The appeal certainly lies 
o them, and it is by their repreſentation only you are a Houſe 
Parliament. They have the right of chuſing for them- 
elves, not you for them. 
vir, I will venture to aſſert, that the law of the land, by 


roa ich all courts of judicature are equally bound, is overturn- 
e the power lately exerciſed by a majority of the Houſe. 
ot The right of election is placed not in you, but in other hands, 


d thoſe of your conſtituents, Your predeceſſors not only 
obbed a particular county of its nobleſt privileges, but they 
hanged the conſtitution of a Houſe of Commons. The free- 
jolders of this county, and the nation, abhorred the actio 
poured their execrations on the authors. But, Sir, if 
eu can expel whom, you pleaſe, and reject thoſe diſagreeable 
ou, the Houſe will be /elf-created and /elf-exiſting. The 
| ' Hha e 
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original idea of your repreſenting the people will be loſt, The 


© that Fobn Wilkes, Eſquire, having been in this ſeſſion of par- 


the whole of Mr. Wilkes's caſe. When he came to the pro- 
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conſequences of ſuch a principle are to the higheſt degreealarm. 
ing. A more forcible engine of deſpotiſm cannot be put int 
the hands of any miniſter. I wiſh gentlemen would attend to 
the plain conſequences of ſuch proceedings, and conſider how 
= may be brought home to themiſelevs, A member hated 
or dreaded by the miniſter is accuſed of any crime, for inſtance, 
of having written a pretended libel, I mention this inſtance az 
the crime leaſt likely to be committed by moſt of the members 
of this Houſe. No proof whatever is given on oath before 
you, becauſe you cannot adminiſter an oath, The miniſter 
invades immediately the right of juries. Before any trial, 
he gets the paper voted a libel, and the member he wiſhes ex- 
pelled to be the author, which fact you are not competent to 
try. Expulſion means, as it is pretended, Incapacity. The 
member is adjudged incapable; he cannot be re-eleCted, and 
thus is he excluded from parliament. A miniſter by ſuch 
manceuvres may garble a Houſe of Commons till not a ſingle 
enemy of his own, or friend of his country, 1s left here, and 
the repreſentation of the 2 is in a great degree Joſt, Cor- 
ruption had not lent deſpotiſm wings to fly ſo high in the 
times of Charles I. or the miniſter of that day would har 
been contented with expelling Hampden and the four other 
heroes, becauſe they had immediately been adjudged incapably 
and he thereby incapaciated them from thwarting in parliament 
the arbitrary meaſures of a wicked court. 

VU pon all theſe conſiderations, in order to quiet the minds 
of the people, to reſtore our violated conſtitution to its origi- 
nal purity, to vindicate the injured rights of this county in 
particular, and of all the electors of this * gs and that 
not the leaſt trace of the violence and injuſtice of the |ak 
parliament may diſgrace our records, I humbly move, * that 
the reſolution of this Houſe of the 17th of February 176g, 


liament, expelled this Houſe, WAs, and 18, incapable of filling 
in the preſent parliament,” be expunged from the journals d 
this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the rights of the whole 
body of electors of this kingdom.” | 

Mr. Serjeant Glynn ſeconded the motion. He went int0 


ceedings in parliament, he condemned them in very ftrong 
terms; aſſerted poſitively, that the reſolutions now unde 
conſideration were contrary to the law of the land; were de. 
ſtructive of the conſtitutional rights of the people; were tif 
moſt violent, unjuſt, and ill-founded, that ever diſgraced - 
22 c Aran — 
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country, or any free aſſembly. He averred this, as a lawyer, 


and a member of that Houſe; and concluded with calling up- 
on the juſtice of that Houſe, to comply with the motion, and 
reſcind thoſe infamous reſolutions. . 

[ He ſpoke in great pain, being at that time afflicted with a 
ſevere fit of the gout. ] 


the confine himſelf to the preſent queſtion ; but the warmth 
of his friendſhip has carried him on into the whole of Mr. 
Wilkes's caſe. I hope, therefore, the Houſe will grant me 
the ſame indulgence, if my warmth and zeal for the honour 
and dignity of this Houſe, and the public cauſe, ſhould in- 
duce me to follow the learned ſerjeant in any point beyond the 
queſtion before us. Before I proceed, I beg leave to recall to 
the memory of the Houſe, that a queſtion relative to the 
Middleſex election was annually moved by one of the moſt 
reſpetable members of this Houſe; a 2 Sir, great 
in his fortune, great in his abilities, and ſtill greater from his 


nd credit and character, both within and without theſe walls: 
Niet 2 queſtion ſo moved, always paſſed unheeded by, under a 
he ent vote. And I would not now preſume to debate it, 


without making an apology to the honourable gentleman, 
and giving the true reaſon why it was not replied to in the 
late parliament : the queſtion was then ſpeata ſatis, as it was 


and alſo employed the talents and pens of the moſt eminent 


nds layers of the times. 

We are now fitting in a new parliament ; we have many new 
in and many young men members it. It is, therefore, become 
that 


neceſſary to debate the queſtion before us; and, I hope, our 
young members will give the moſt ſerious attention to this 


that WWW0ay's buſineſs, which is a great lecture on the power of the 
709, bose of Commons, and the rights and privileges of the 
people. I hope the Houſe will pardon my inſu ficiency, and 


alſo my eagerneſs to exert myſelf on the preſent occaſion ; 
ut when the honour and dignity of this Houſe is concerned, 
nd when I look at that chair, which has done my family fo 
nuch honour, by having had ſo many of my name to preſide 
it, I feel myſelf called upon, I feel myſelf animated, and 

nll preſume to debate after the learned ſerjeant. 1 hope I 
dall be excuſed, though I was not profeſſionally bred ; I was 
red a ſoldier, and though my abilities are as ſhort as my per- 
on, yet if, by taking thought, I could add a cubit to them, 
would willingly be a grenadier on the preſent occaſion, where 
| bh the 


moſt fully agitated in this Houſe by the ableſt of its members, 
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Colonel Onflow. The learned ſerjeant promiſed us, to col. Onflow, 
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the neceſſary power, the honor and dignity of the Houſe of 
Commons are fo ſtrongly attacked. 

Sir, the queſtion before us is, a motion to expunge from 
from our journals a reſolution of this Houſe, which is as fol- 
Jaws : | 

« Reſolved, That John Wilkes, Eſq; having been, in this 
ſeſſion of parliament, expelled the Houſe, was and is inca- 
pable of ſitting in the preſent parliament,” 

Sir, I will produce precedents to ſhew, that this Houſe, 
from 1580, has conſtantly exerted that power; and will 
prove, from plain reaſon, that it is neceſlary for the Houſe 
to have ſuch a power, 

Sir, the old precedents run, in general, in words not to 
be miſconſtrued : that the offender be expelled this Houſe, and 


be preſently cut off, and ſevered from the prejent parliament, or 
” 22 1 —— deſire to read the prece- 
ents. 

[ Here Colonel Onſlow read ſeveral precedents, beginning with Will t: 
the 4 of Arthur Hall, V; which declared the member tx: a 
felled, to be cut off and ſevered from the preſent parliament.] h; 

Sir, theſe precedents fully and manifeſtly ſhew what our tl 
anceſtors and predeceſſors held to be the law of parliament, i ci 
that expulſion contained incapacity. an 

This has been always the law of parliament, even in times in 
when the power of the people was higheſt. I ſhall now ar- WW (ar 

e on the caſes of Mr. Woollaſton and Mr. Walpole, and BW the 

ew theſe caſes do not ſerve the learned ſerjeant's purpoſe on Wi the 


the preſent occaſion. Mr. Woollaſton held an office which, Wi fam 
by an act of parliament, rendered him incapable of fitting WW nal; 
in parliament : he loſt his feat by it. Mr. Woollaſton part- WW his 
ed with his office; and common ſenſe tells us, when Mr. Wi the 
Woollaſton parted with that office which created his incapi- Wi ther 
city, the incapacity ceaſed ; he was eligible of courſe, and 
had a right to ſerve in the then parliament, which be did; 
and though the word expelled was uſed in Mr, Woollaſtons 
caſe, yet all candid —— allow it was nothing more thal 
an inaccuracy. Let the good ſenſe of this precedent ſpeak 
for itſelf. It does not follow, that had Mr. Woollaſton been 
expelled for writing an obſcene, impious, or traiterous lic 
that the Houſe would have ſuffered him to fit in that pu. 
liament. As to the caſe of Mr. Walpole, ſurely nothing ca 
be plainer than this, that Mr. Walpole, by means of a 1 
| ſpirited ſet of electors, endeavoured in yain to obtain 4 1 
in that parliament, from which he was expelled. In tha 


inſtance the Houſe reſolyed, That Robert won Ei 
avi 


S__ DEBATES. 

having been expelled, was and is incapable of being elect- 
ed 2 member to ſerve in the preſent parliament.” And 
now, Sir, I beg leave to give the Houſe a curious anecdote, 
which came from undoubted authority, but I am not at li- 
berty to meation from whom. When the Houſe, after their 
declaration, rejected Mr. Walpole, on his return home he 
ſaid, that after what had happened, the Houſe were a par- 
cel of fools for not taking the ſecond perſon on the polt. 
And what ſhews till farther that this was Mr. Walpole's 
real opinion, is this, that he would not venture to make ſuch 
another experiment, but got his friend Sir John or Sir 
Charles Turner to be choſen in his ſtead, to fill his ſeat and 
preſerve his intereſt at Lynn. Add to all this, that when Mr. 
Walpole came into power, with popularity at his heels, he 
never even attempted to ſubvert or alter that power of the 
Houfe of Commons, which he had before fo ſtrongly con- 
tended had unjuſtly deprived him of his feat in parliament, 
and his electors of their rights and privileges. I think I 
have ſufficiently ſhewn, that theſe modern precedents as lit- 
tle aſſiſt the learned ferjeant in his arguments, as even the an- 
cient ones. But as I forgot to do it ſooner, I beg here to 
anſwer the learned ſerjeant, in calling the ancient precedents 
infamous ones, Does the learned ſerjeant continue in the 
lame mind? I find he does. With what grace, then, can 
the learned ſerjeant preſume to hope the Houſe will expunge 
the reſolution in queſtion, when the learned ferjeant, in the 
ame breath, tells us, that we leave benind, on your jour- 
nals, the moſt infamous precedents? Such precedents as, by 
bis account, ſtare the privileges and rights of the people in 
the face, and may, at any future time, gape and devour 
them, Are we, then, as the preſent motion requires us to do, 
and WW to reſcind and expunge partially ſuch reſolutions only as come 
id; hominem to Mr. Wilkes, and to his cauſe ? Let the learn- 
ons Wed ſerjeant, in his robe of law and juſtice, (as he has gone 
han to the whole of Mr. Wilkes's caſe) now declare, on what 
principles of law and juſtice he leaves Mr. Afgill, who was 
expelled this Houſe for blaſphemy, to be hung up a public 
ſpectacle to all eternity, and why his friend is to be cut down, 
nd his fame buried, and ſweetened by his mother earth, af- 
ter his being expoſed only for a few years. Yet this will be 
de caſe, ſhould Mr. Wilkes, in this inſtance, triumph over 
be power and dignity of parliament. All then that this 
louſe did, will appear wrong, and all that the worthy ma- 
bitrate did in thoſe times, will, in a great meaſure, be juſ- 
abel. I now proceed to ſhew why expulſion ſhould imply an 
incapacity 
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| incapacity to ſerve in the parliament from whence the member 


 ad_laborandum potens, or, as the words of the writ now run, 


ad laborandum potens ? Could he attend to ſerve his county 
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is expelled. Sir, this is a neceſſary power, otherwiſe it would 
be poſiible for a few, and even one member, to traduce you, 
Mr. Speaker, or the Houſe, ad libitum, without our being 
able effectually to get rid of him, and ſo put a ſtop to all 
buſineſs. Sir, there are men who are hardy enough to at. 
tempt this—I hope not within theſe walls; but ſuch men 
could eafily be found, had not the Houſe the power (which 
thank God. it has) of expelling them, and cutting them of 
from the preſent parliament, If the Houſe could not keep 
out ſuch offenders, we might expell all in vain ; they would 
as often be returned to us, and no buſineſs go on, ad infin- 
tum, unleſs we went to the Crown, and the other Houſe, to 
2 us in a bill to expell our own members, which would 

an event ſo monſtrous, that I can never ſuppoſe any Houſe 
of Commons will ſuffer it to happen. I will now proceed 
to ſhew, that the Houſe in the reſolution now moved to he 
expunged, and treated with ſo much ignominy, proceeded 
only agreeably to both the law of parliament and the com- 
mon law of the land, and will meet thoſe gentlemen on thei 
own ground, who are hoſtile to the reſolution in queſtion, 
and who argue with the learned ſerjeant, that ſuch reſolution 
is not conſonant to the common law of the land, Sit, 
Prynne, who is a writer of great authority, makes uſe of thi 
expreſſion in his obſervations on the parliamentary writs, 
that it it no reſtraint on the liberties of the people, to prevent 
them from chuſing improper perſons to repreſent them, What 
do thoſe writs which are the law require? We are told, WP": 
in the ancient writs, that the perſon to be choſen as a mem- 
ber to ſerve in parliament, muſt be probus, diſcretus, legal 


a ſober and _ burgeſs. Now, Sir, can a perſon be ſai 
to be probus & diſcretus, ſober and diſcreet, who was in ext- 
cution for writing obſcene, impious, or traiterous libels, who 
was not purged from his crimes, by having paid his fine, and 
ſuffered the impriſonment allotted him by his ſentence ": 
Could Mr. Wilkes come under the farther deſcription of {ga 


in parliament while he was in priſon, from whence the pn 
vilege of parliament could not releaſe him? Certainly, 4 
Mr. Prynne ſays, he was one of thoſe improper perſons whid 
the writs prohibit from being choſen to repreſent the peops 
Can a perſon expelled this Houſe, for the crimes Mr, Wil 
was, or for any crime, be called probus C diſcretus, 3 ſobe 
and diſcreet perſon, and be eligible again in a few day 
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Mr. Wilkes was not elegible at the time contended for, by 


and the Houſe of Commons, in declaring that John Wilkes, 
Eſq; having, in this ſeſſion of parliament, been expelled this 


—— 9 "5 —_ 


ſerve in the preſent parliament, only followed the precedents 
of former parliaments, and went hand in hand with the writ, 
which is the common law of the land. 


= ©® 


power of this Houſe, which goes pari paſſu with the com- 
mon law, It certainly, as Mr. Prynne ſays, is no reſtraint 
on the liberty of the people, to prevent their chuſing impro- 
per perſons to repreſent them; the Britiſh empire, the world, 
was all before the Middleſex electors: ſurely they might 
have found another perſon of equal abilities, 8 pr. and 
virtue, with Mr. Wilkes, to repreſent them ! If ſuch a per- 
ſon was not to be found in this iſland, they might have brought 


— 
2 


ide of the Atlantic. | 

| beg leave to obſerve what has happened in the city of 
London, on ſimilar occaſions. On their late vacancies for al- 
dermen, the citizens have not been able to fill them from the 
city, I am ſorry to ſay, the citizens were neceſſitated to go 
tothe weſt end of this town, and other parts of the kingdom, 
d find patriots ſufficient to preſide over them as magiſtrates, 
and repreſent them in the city ſenate, What have they done, 
dir? They have adopted aliens inſtead of citizens; and in- 
lead of the fat, inactive, commercial alderman, they have 
holen patriots, as Shakeſpeare ſays, not ſleek-headed men, 
nd ſuch as ſleep of nights; no, Sir, they have diſcarded the 
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run, 
(aid fleek, well-carcaſed, black dock, from the city coach, 
ert · ¶ Nad have ſubſtituted in their ſtead the nag-tail'd, the patrio- 
who alderman ; they champ the bit, foam, prance, and cur- 
ao"; but I doubt whether theſe blood-bays will draw quite 


dwell as the old blacks : and if the Phaeton now on the box 
ould overturn the ſtate-coach into Fleet-ditch, I queſtion. 
tether theſe light cattle will be able to get it out again, I 
| return more cloſely to the queſtion, and beg leave to 
lene, that if the precedents I have read had been extract- 
from our journals, had they been printed, and ſtuck up 
anſt the door of every pariſh church in this iſland, com- 
n ſenſe would have prevailed, and the people would not 
Me been deceived and impoſed upon as they have been, as to 
yhole of the proceedings - the Houſe of Commons, in 
F | rs Tegar 


Common ſenſe, as well as common law, oppoſes it. In ſhort, 


the tenor of the writ, which is the common law of the land; 


Houſe, was and is incapable of being elected a member to 


And (ure, 1 * will call in queſtion or oppoſe a 


Mr. Otis, Mr. Cuſhing, or any other patriot, from the other 


"ai 
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regard to the Middleſex election; and let me ſay to the young 
members of this Houſe, that I would have them ftrip theſe 
proceedings of their ſophiſtry, their powder, and paint, by 
which they have been diſguiſed by artful men and lawyers, 
let them wafh and ſweeten this hackney'd and battered queſ- 
tion, and then take her to their judgments, puris naturaliby; : 
let them Judge from the plain ſenſe of the precedents on the 
journals, and the plain ſenſe of the law of the land. 

The learned ſerjeant has called this motion, to expungethe 
reſolution from our journals, a conciliatory motion. Sir, 
it 1s. quite otherwiſe ; the worthy magiſtrate and learned fer. 
jeant muſt know the Houſe cannot agree to it, and there. 
fore we ſhall have this queſtion over and over again; it wil 
be kept as the continual firebrand of faction, to diſturb and 
inflame the minds of the people. I herefore, Sir, though | am 
convinced that the late Houſe of Commons only exerted the 
uſual and neceſſa ers of the Houſe in the caſe of Mr, 
Wilkes, and the Middleſex election; and though I feel the 
Houfe ought to have ſuch power, yet I ſhall be for what! 
hope to ſee, a moderate and reaſonable bill to limit the time 
of expulfton ;- and I implore the Houſe on all fides to joinig 
ſach a bill, which will quiet the minds of men, and extit- 
guiſh this torch of faction: ſuch a meaſure will be truly 
conciliatory, and God ſend it may ſoon happen. 

Mr. Fr. Mr. Fox replied to the Lord Mayor, and thought the ex. 
pulſion a right meaſure, - 
La. Stanley, Lord Stanley ſaid, the worthy magiſtrate [the Lord Mayor 
was miftaken in afcribing to the noble lord _ North} 
the declaration, if any other candidate had only fix votes ! 
ſhould be member for Middlefex. It was his father, the ln 
Lord Strange, he ſaid, who made that declaration. 
Gen. Fa- General Fitzroy ſaid, the magiſtrate was likewiſe miſtakes 
roy in attributing his expulſion to the noble lord [Lord North 
It was the meaſure of a noble duke, his brother, {the duke 
Grafton] who'was then 'minifter. | 
Lord Mage The Lord Mayor replied in a fpirited manner, and was pa 
ticularly ſevere on the inſolence (as he termed it) of a pe- 
interfering in the elections and privileges of the commen: 
Hon, Capt. © Hon. Capt. Luttreil. Situated and connected as I um 
Lutrell, cannot fit ſtill and give a filent vote upon this queſtion: 
that I mean to fecapitulate the demerits of a caſe which! 
been ſo ably and frequently litigated; but as Lever 
to obſerve a 'confiftency in my conduct, fo 1 mult exp 
that deteſtation here I have un y done without doors; 
every illegal ptocteding reſpecting the Middlefex — 
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Iſhall not contend for the impropriety of Mr. Wilkes's ex- 
pulſion, but as he was eligible in the eye of the eſectors to 
be again returned for Middleſex, I never can reconcile it to 
my ideas of right, how a perſon, not poſſeſſed of the ſuffra- 
ges of a majority of legal freeholders, could, by a vote of this 
Houſe, become a legal member; therefore 1 have conſtantly 
lamented, that no arguments of mine, or of the real friends 
to the colonel, could prevent him from undertaking, or pre- 
yail with him to relinquiſh an act which I have ever 
conſidered of the greateſt injury to the public; but when 
the colonel undertook this miniſterial job, it was upon 
the fulleſt confidence and aſſurance of being returned by a 
majority of legal votes. Sir, he never meditated the violation 
of the ſacred right of election, but he was unfortunately 
doomed to be the vehicle through which the machinations of 
a certain faction were to be carried into execution; and if he 
has been ſuſpected of Quixotiſm in the head, I truſt he never 
will be guilty of Stewardiſm at heart. Sir, with reſpect to 
the right honourable member who moved this queſtion, and 
was the object of that perſecution, I have no knowledge of 
him in his private capacity, but in his public one > 
ever held him reſpectable; he has exerciſed the great of- 
hees of magiſtracy, in this metropolis, with an aſſiduity and 
firmneſs that is ſcarce to be parallelled; he has ever diſplayed 
that conſiſtency and uprightneſs in all his public actions, 
that in theſe times of ſupineneſs and ductility, claim pecu- 
lar admiration. | T7 

dir, naturaliſts have obſerved, that any period of our lives, 
were is hardly an atom of the human body remaining, that 
belonged to it ſeven years before; now, perhaps, that hypo- 
eſis may hold good as to the human mind, at leaſt as far as 
t relates to political life, if we ſhould judge by the change- 
de principles and wavering fame of certain individuals, 
rated within the narrow compaſs of theſe walls; and therefore, 
Whatever may have been complection of this Hauſe ſeven years 


reſted in the wiſh, that we may chearfully agree to night, 
by ſuch a majority, as no miniſterial magic can turn into a 
Minority, to reſcind ſuch reſolutions reſpecting the Middleſex 
lection, as may have ſtained the conduct of the late parlia- 
nent. Let us leave them in full poſſeſſion of thoſe laurels they 


e trral of controverted elections, perpetual; and as the moſt 
lectual ſervice we can render aur predeceſſors, is compati - 
le nit our duty to the public, let this unconſtitutional, this 
ppreſſiye act, be obliterated _ memory, and from * 
12 ro, 


2, I will now entertain a hope, as I feel myſelf deeply in- 


d juſt acquired, when they made Mr. Grenville's bill for 


«<Y 
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Mr. Paz, Mr. Van thought the honourable gentleman who made the 
| motion, might reſt contented that he had obtained his ſeat, 
and charged him with being guilty of blaſphemy. 
Lord May The Lord Mayor called him to order, and had the reſolu- 
tion read, this occaſioned much laughter. The reſolution 
was read, and no ſuch word as blaſphemy appearing, he waz 
called upon by the Lord Mayor to retract what he had ſaid; 
on which he replied, though he had miſtaken the preciſe 
word, yet impious and prophane were pretty nearly the ſame 
ing. 
Lord North. Load North quoted a number of precedents in favour of the 
reſolution, and relied particularly on the expulſion of Wal: 
| pole, and the caſes of Malden and Colcheſter. 
Right Hon. Right Hon. T. Townſhend. Though the friends of the 
2. motion might be now out-numbered, he did not deſpair to 
ſee the day when thoſe infamous proceedings would be ex. 
punged, and the authors of them brought to condign puniſhs 
ent. | 
Mr. Nl. Mr. Wallace inſiſted, that from the uninterrupted uſage of 
us. parliament for almoſt two centuries, the Houſe fully — 
the right of expulſion. | 
The Artor- Mr. Attorney General ſaid, he was neither in parliament 
D nor in office, the time the reſolution was paſſed, but he un- 
derſtood then, and believed ſtill, that the queſtion was de- 
cided on the cleareſt principles of the laws and conftitution, 
Mr. Byzzg Mr, Byng was of the ſame opinion with his hon. friend, 
IMr. Townſhend] and did not doubt but the day wollt 
arrive ſooner than many perſons imagined. 7 
Sir George Sir George Savile took a very "mes, 26 view of the queſtion 
Savile. * and argued it on many grounds, 
The other gentlemen who ſpoke were Mr. Gilbert, Genes 
ral Fitzroy, Mr. St. John, &c. againſt the motion. 
Mr. James Grenville, Mr. Richard Grenville, Mr. Set 
jeant Adair, Mr. Wedderburne, and Mr. Vyner, for it. 
s The Houſe divided : Ayes — 175 Noes — 239. 


A Lift of the Minority on this Queſtion. 


Lard Vit. Falkftons! gegen J. Elwys 
iſc. one, Sa 8 
R. H. T. Townſhend, Whitchurch Chriſtopher Griffith 


Bedfordſhire. Francis Anneſley, Reading | 
Sir William Wake, Bedford Hon. Adm. Keppel, Windfar 
Robert Sparrow, ditto Hon, J. Montagu, ditto 


Bun 
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Farl Verney 

George Grenville | 
James Grenville, jun. Buckingham 
Richard Grenville, ditts 


]. Aubrey, Ayleſb _ 


Bucks. 


ur 
Joſeph Bullock, Wendover 
Cheſhire. 

T. Groſvenor, Cheſter 
Cornwall. 

Sir John Moleſworth 

J. Amyand, Camelford 

Samuel Salt, Leſteard 

Edward Gibbon, ditto 

Hon. T. Howard, St. Michael 

J. Dyke Ackland, Callington 
Cumberland. 

Henry Fletcher 

James Adair, Cockermouth 

Ralph Gowland, ditto 
Derbyſhire. 

Lord George Cavendiſh 
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Devonſhire. 


vir George Yonge, Honiton 

Ta Cox, =_ bh 

dir Ph. Jennings Clerk, Totn 
Kolle Walter, Exeter 5 

Dor ſetſbire 

Humphrey Sturt | 

ohn Damer, Dorchefler 

Hon. L. F. Carey, Bridport 
domas Coventry, ditto 


SY 9% TS BE - 1.2.3. 3. 0T...2..30- Ab 


KH. W. G. Hamilton, Wareham 


obua Mauger, Poole 

| 3 

Lieut, Gen. Lambton, Durham 

ik Tempeſt, ditto | | 
Eſex. 

John Luther | 
Glouceſter ſbiræ. 

ir William Gi 

award Southwell 
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Lord Frederick Cavendiſh, Derby 


Alex. Wedderburn, Oathampton Beaumont 


tm, Codrington, 7. ewkſkury Criſp. Molineux, Lym. 
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Joſeph Martin, Tewkſbury 
Charles Barrow, Gloucefler 
Herefordſhire, 
Sir George Cornewall 
Thomas Foley, ſen. 
John Scudamore, Hereford 
Hertfotdſbire. 
William Plumer 
Thomas Halſey 
Paul Fielde, Hertford 
Huntingdonſbire. 
Earl Ludlow 
| Kent. 


Hon. Charles Marſham 

Thomas Knight 

Robert Gregory, Rocheſter 

Sir William Mayne, Canterbury 

Richard Milles, ditto | 
Lancaſhire. 

Sir Thomas Egerton 1 

Lord Richard Cavendiſh, Lancafler 

Sir William Meredith, Liverpool 

Richard Pennant, ditto | 

George Byng, Wigan 

otham, ditto | 

Anthony James Keck, Newton 

Robert v. A. Gwillym, ditto 
Leiceſter ſhire. 

John Peach Hungerford 
Lincolnſhire. 

Charles Anderſon Pelham 

Evelyn Anderſon, Grimſby 

Lord Lumley, Lincoln 

Robert Vyner, ditto 

Middleſex. 

John Glyn 4 

John Wilkes 


ohn Sawbridge, Londen 


Richard Oliver, ditto 


TR_—_ Bull, ditto 
George Hayley, ditta 
* IN, . olk. 
Sir Edward ey 
Wenman Coke 


Sir 
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Sir Harbord Harbord, Norwich Nathaniel Polhill, Seuthwar 
MVWVerthamptonſbire. Suſſex. 

Thomas Powys Lord George Lenox 

Lucy Knight Sir Thomas S. Wilſon 


Sir George Robinſon, Northampton 
Richard Benyon, Peterborough 
Fred. Montagu, Higham Ferrers 
Northumberland, © 
Sir Matthew Ridley Newca/tle 
Jacob Wilkinſon, Berwick — 
Notting hamſbire 
Lord Edward Benticx 
Sir Cecil Wray, Ea/? Retford 
George Sutton, Newark 
Ox/org/bire. 
Lord Wenman 
Shropſhire. | 
Thomas Whitmore, Bridgenerth. 
Somer ſelſbire. | 
R. H. C 


Coxe 
d Phelips 


2 Hon. T. Luttrell, Milbourne Port 


C. Wol (ley, ditto 
Benjamin Allen, Bridgewater 
J. Smith, Bath 
Abel Moyſey, ditto 
Edmund Burke, Brito! 
Henry Cruger, ditto 
Southampton. oi 
ervoiſe Clerk, Yarmouth - 
.dward Morant, Lymington 
Sir John Griffin Griffin, Ando der 
Hon. J. Luttrell, Stockbridge 
J. Fleming, Southampton 
taffordſbire. 
George A1 Litchfiek x 
Suffolk. * 
Rowland Hok - | 
Geo. Wm. Van Neck, Duwmuith 
Sir Charles Davers, Bay 
Surrey. 
Sir Francis Vincent 13 
ames Scawen | 
ames Adam, Garton * 
Sir Robert 'Clayton, -Bleichivgh- 
Frederick Standert, ditto 


Rt. Hon. Iſaac Barre, Calne * 


Sir. H. Gough, Bramber 
Charles Goring, Shoreham 
Ld. G. Germaine, Ea/f Grinful 
Gen. J. Irwin, dit;o | 
Filmer Honeywood, Steyning 
Thomas Brand, Arundel 
G. L. Newenham, ditto 
Rt. Hon. T. Conolly, Chicbeſſe 
Warwickſhire. 
Sir Charles Holte 
Tho; Geo. Skipwith 
Edward Roe Yeo, Coventry 
Weſtmoreland. 
Sir Michael le Fleming 
George Johnſtone, Appleby 
Warcefter ſhire. 
Edward Fol 
Sir John Ruſhout, Eveſham ' 
Thomas Foley, jun. Droitwich 
Thomas Bates Rous, I orceſlir 
X N ilis. f 
Charles Penruddock 
Ambroſe Goddard 
Lord George Gordon, Lug gen 
William Huſſey, Saliſlury 
James Sutton, Deviſes 


John Dunning, ditto 
General A Court, Heyte/bury 
Nathaniel Bayly, eftbury 
Robert Scot, Wotton Baſſet 
Henry Herbert, Wilton 
John Cooper, Downton 
Tier. J 
Sir George Savile 
Sir James Pennyman, Beverly 
G. F. Tuffnell, ditto 
Sir Charles Saunders, Heydon | 
Beilby Thompſon, ditto 
Hon. R. B. Walfingham, Lug 
dhurough. | 
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Sir T. Frankland, Thirſte Sir Robert Smyth, Cardigan 
Thomas Frankland, ditto Tho. Aſheton myth, Carnar von- 
Lord John Cavendiſh, York , ſhire ; 

C. Turner, ditto | Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, 
David Hartley, Hull Denbighſbire | 

Gyile Finch, Malton Evan Lloyd Vaughan, Aerioneth= 


ul Cinque PorTs. ſhire : 
. Trevanion, Dover Hugh Owen, Pembrokeſhire 
C. W. Cornwall, Winchelſea NokrnH BRTTAIN. 
William Nedham, ditto Earl of Fife, Bamf/ſhrre 
WALES. Hon. A. Duffe, £lpinſhire 
„Lord Bulkeley, Angleſea J. Johnſtone, Kingherne, &c. 


Gr H. Williams, Beaumaris 


February 23. 
Report of Dorceſter, and conſideration of the report of 
Hindon elections. | 
| February 24. 


It was moved, to commit the American fiſhery bill. 

vir John Griffin Griffin, after expreſſing his fincere wiſhes to ir 5, G 
ſee an happy concluſion put to the American diſputes without fn, Gr: 
bloodſhed, declared, that upon reading the bill, he felt himſeIf 
alarmed, and was jealous that, if the greateſt caution and de- 
licacy was not to be uſed in perfecting the bill, it would ra- 
ther provoke than effect any good purpoſe ; and that he would 
net therefore, without certain aſſurances, give his conſent to 
its going to the committee. He contended, that the firſt opera- 
lon of the bill ſhould be ſo calculated, that the innocent might 
t no event be confounded with the guilty, and obſerved, 
that the power given to the government and council of New 
Hampſhire and Maſſachuſſets Bay, to take off the reſtrictions 
hid by this bill by proclamation, appeared to be ſo limited, 
that they eould not iſſue ſuch proclamation ſo as to ſecure 
hoſe who were evidently well intentioned from the penalties 
df the act; and then put a caſe, by way of explanation, and 
iniſted, that in common juſtice the commencement of its 
operation ſhould be delayed to ſuch a period, as ought to 
gre thoſe ſo inclined time to return to their duty; and con- 
luded, that if this was not to be the caſe, be ſhould be ad- 
Rrie to its going one ſtep further; and that on the contrary, 
he heard from authority, that none but the unrelenting and 
tractable could feel its influence, he ſhould wiſh the bill 
ceſs, conſidering it as very proper and conſiſtent with e 


un lotion taken on the ſubject of our unhappy diſputes wi 
Wpnctica, 
a Lord 


— 


Lord Nb. Lord North replied, that it was intended in the commit 


- reſtrain the trade and commerce of the provinces of Maflachy- 
ſets Bay and New Hampſhire, and colonies of Connecticut 


from carrying on any fiſhery on the banks of Newfoundlaid, 


conduct as may be productive of devaſtation and bloodſhed 


kets in Europe, and thereby render it difficult for us to reg 
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to fill up the blanks in ſuch manner as might anſwer the pur 
poſes wiſhed for by the honourable gentleman, and that the 
firſt operation of the bill might not have effect ſooner tha 
at the expiration of one month at leaſt after its arrival. 

A petition againſt the bill from the merchants, traders a 
others, of the city of London, intereſted in the America 
commerce, was preſented, by the ſheriffs of London, ant 
read; ſetting forth, that the commiſſioners are deeply coh. 
cerned, to obſerve, by the votes, that a bill is brought in, 9 


and Rhode Iſland, and Providence Plantation, in North Ame. 
rica, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh iſlands in the 
Weſt Indies, and to prohibit ſuch provinces and colonie 


or other places therein to be mentioned, under certain rt: 
ſtrictions, and for a time to be limited; and repreſenting to 
the Houſe, that the ſaid bill, ſhould it paſs into a law, vil, 
in its operation deprive thouſands of his Majeſty's loyal ſub 
jects of their actual ſubſiſtence, and reduce them to extreme 
diſtreſs, even that of famine, the ſaid provinces not general 
raiſing corn ſufficient for their own ſupport ; and by the ſa 
bill th will be prevented from receiving any ſupplies fron 
their ſiſter colonies, and precluded from their natural nv 
ſource, the ſea; and that the petitioners have reaſon to be- 
lieve that very great numbers of men are bred and employei 
in the fiſheries, who, in hardineſs and intrepidity, are nt 
exceeded by any in this extenſive empire, and may be in. 
pelled, by the prefling calls of hunger and want, to ſuchi 


which may endanger the peace and welfare of that part 
his Majeſty's American dominions, or be induced to emigrat 
to the iſlands of Miquelon and St, Pierre, there to fiſh for tis 
French, and give our rivals the means of ſupplying the mit- 


that valuable branch of commerce; and that there is nc 
due, from the ſaid provinces and colonies, to the city of L 
don, a very large ſum of money, and that their remittand 
are principally made by means of the fiſheries, and conK 
quently the ruin brought on thoſe colonies will ultimately fi 
on Great Britain; and that, amongſt other grievances of wi 
our fellow ſubjects in America ſo generally complain, is, the 
being deprived of trial by jury in particular caſes, and che! 
tenſion of the juriſdiction of the admiralty courts; wh 

| a gri #2106 


* 75. . : 
vricyances, the petitioners with much concern find, are not 
pnly continued, but extended by the preſent bill; and the 
hink it their duty to repreſent to the Houſe, that it is their 
m opinion, that the diſquietude which univerſally prevails 
n the minds of their fellow ſubjects in America, will not be 
moved, unleſs lenient meaſures are purſued, and their grie- 
Wances redreſſed; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may 
jt paſs into a law. | r a 

t. Alderman Hayley moved, that the petitioners have Mr. Alder- 

are to be heard by themſelves, or counſel, which was agreed man Hayley. 


Adjourned to February 27. _ 

| February 27. | | 
Meſſage from the lords, deſiring a conference. A com- 
ittee appointed to attend the conference, on the part of the 
ymmons. Lord SU reported from the conference, that 


beds had reſolved, That the pamphlet entitled The pre- 
Al Crifis, with reſpect to America, conſidered, is a libel, 


and that it be burnt by the hangman. The commons 
d to the reſolutions. 


Lord Chewton complained of the | aper called The Criſis, Lord Cher 
a 


%, that it is a libel, &c. and that it be burnt by the wn 


f A conference deſired with the lords; with whom 
| reſolutions were left. he 2 I 
Report from the committee on the 20th, on American af- 


ſolution of the committee read. OS . 

dred, That the Houſe do agree with the committee in 

laid reſolution. 1 | 

pr, Scot after condemning the whole ſyſtem of colony admi- Mr. Scat. 

ation for ſome years back; ſaid, in ſuch a ſtate of confu. 

, uncertainty, and political verſatility, he was for agreeing 

e reſolution, as a baſis to ere ſomething on hereafter, 

might be the means of producing a permanent and com- 

benſive plan of reconciliation. _ | 3 

. Aland. I hope the Houſe will pardon me, if I beg their Mr.Acland. 

tion a few moments, and but for a few moments; for 1 

Id make a very ill return to the favorable indulgence ſhewn 

on a former Gay. if I preſumed to trouble it long on this, _ 

ormed, wnacquainted, unexpeQing a propoſition of fo 

ndinary a natüfe, as (hae Jain before us by the noble 

" that day. I felt myſelf.forced from a ſeat of filence, 

| perhaps. would then have, and might ſtill better be- 

ie; but which T ſhould haye thought, under fuch cir- 

aces, it would have been ſhameful to have continued. 
K k After 
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After having maturely conſidered the reſolution, whether, on 
the principles of accommodation with American demands, or 
on the principles of enforcing the authority of this country, 
I think it nugatory and humiliating. Does the noble lord 
really think, that a people who deny all right of taxation wil 
be ſatished with having the mode of taxation left to them! 
Does he not think, the Americans will feel themſelves as ef. 
fectually put under contribution as any town or country ever 
yet was, in any ſtate of open war? Will he preſume to call 
that an amicable plan, which aſks for contribution at the 
mouth of your cannon and point of your bayonets ? Sir, by 
holding out theſe terms of accommodation, ridiculous in 
themſelves, and nugatory in their effect, by making the frſ 
offer to treat with thoſe men you have juft declared rebels 
you will lower the dignity of this country ; you will bring 
your government into contempt, and, by the inſult of the 
offer, irritate, not appeaſe, that ſpirit which you are noy 
about publicly to declare to the whole world you tremble to 
encounter, This, Sir, I am confident, is the light the Ame. 
ricans will ſee it in; and theſe are the principles on which 
are expected to accommodate. - 

will now, Sir, beg permiſſion of the Houſe to make a fe 
remarks on the reſolution itſelf, and for this purpoſe I mult 
beg leave to refer to it. Sir, I would beg leave to aſk of the U 
* lord, what conſequences he means to draw from theſe WW yh; 
words of the reſolution, “ According to the condition, ci. gra. 
© cumſtances, and ſituation of ſuch province or colony, for 
4 contributing their proportion, ſhall be approved; and! 
hope, if my queſtions ſhould not appear as pertinent to the 


Houſe as they do to me, it will be recollected under ho wich 
many diſadvantages a young man, unacquainted with parla- tuati 
mentary proceedings, unacquainted with parliamentary lan- eat 
guage, muſt labour. Before I give my aſſent to any mes. wk 


ſure, I ought to inform myſelf what is meant to be fou 
on that meaſure, and what conſequences are meant to 
drawn from it; for, by theſe means alone I can judge of t 
propriety or impropriety of the meaſure. I do not doldt 
therefore, that the noble lord will anſwer me with as mud 
candour, as I ſhall aſk with diffidence. Now the words} 
would wiſh to draw the attention of the Houſe to are thele 
« According to the condition, circumſtances, and fituatid 
4 of ſuch province for contributing their proportion, 14 
«© be approved.“ Sir, the queſtions I would aſk are ti 
Is this proportion to be annually offered by the colonies, n 
annually refuſed or accepted by parliament? Or is it in 


i 
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firſt inſtance to be ſettled for a certain period of years, or is it 
to be ſettled for ever ? 

Theſe queſtions demand a ſerious anſwer : in the firſt caſe, 
you perpetuate the ſeeds of diſcord, and Jay the foundation 
of a diſpute that can never end, but in a total convulſion of 
the Britiſh empire, In the ſecond caſe, adopting a temporary 
expedient, you withdraw your own ſhoulders from a burthen 
you have no reſolution to bear, leaving the great point in 
diſpute as unſettled as you found it, leaving it to ariſe at that 
fixed period, whenever that period ſhall arrive, to be the 
cauſe of new diſturbances, new quarrels, and freſh blood- 
ſhed. If you ſettle it for ever, do conſider what a miſerable 
bargain you are contending for, The Americans are ſuppoſ- 
ed to double in twenty years; it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that their wealth and opulence will increaſe in proportion ; 
that, therefore, what would be a reaſonable proportion now, 


vill, in a few years, become, comparatively with their in- 
0 creaſed wealth, a miſerable pittance. 

a [ muſt here take notice of an argument the noble lord has 
1 WY enforced more than once, with great weight; it is, that 


theſe terms are ſuch as ſhould be offered, after the moſt com- 
plte victory. For the ſake of the argument, I will agree with 
the noble lord, and therefore . that they are improper 
to offer before the victory. That, Sir, which is generoſity, 
which is magnanimity thr victory, is timidity and foul diſ- 
prace before it. There may be ſituations, Sir, in which ſtates 
may be found where they cannot, without certain ruin, acqui 

eſee even in juſt claims; there are ſituations too, in which ſtates 
my grant more than is aſked, and give more than is deſired, 


aß with honour, ſecurity, and advantage, The firſt of theſe ſi- 
la · ¶ ¶ tuttions precede great commotions ; the ſecond ſucceed com- 
lan- plezt victory. 1 remember, Sir, the Romans, in a war th 
1 with 4 Italian ſtates, granted them, when ee 
n 


woſe privileges which, with a firmneſs peculiar to their na- 
don, with a firmneſs that led them to univerſal empire, they 
awghtily refuſed them before their conteſt. 
| will now tell the noble lord the effect theſe propoſitions 
ave had on the minds of the people, I will not take _ 
le to ſay what confidence the people repoſed in adminiftra- 
a defore, but I will take upon me to ſay, that whatever 
dußdence they might repoſe in adminiſtration before, it 
ow entirely done away; they no longer expect to find 
aneſs, reſolution and unanimity in the councils of the 
g ſervants, they have ſeen them weak, irreſolute, diſ- 
imous; for the reception theſe propoſitions met with 
K k 2 within 
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| Within theſe walls, I pls appeal to the 2pP arent, undeniable, 
" unequiyocal effects th t their fiſt opening, on the 
members of this Hou & I wil recall to the noble lord'; 
memory, the feelings he muſt have had, during thoſe awful 
moments in which the common ſenſe of the Houſe flood 
| 
| 


amazed at the propoſitions that were held out to her, 
when 1 ſurpriſe, diſtraction, was ſeated on even 
countenance, when the doctrine held out to us, was ſo new 
and unheard of, ſo contrary to every principle we had been 
thought to adopt, that no man could gueſs at the opi. 
nion of his neighbour, when thoſe, who had relied on that 
Armneſs, which the noble lord had ſo often and ſo pu- 
blicly pledged, turned pale with ſhame and diſappointment, 
Wilkes within the ſpace of a few awful moments, the dignity 
| of government and the honour of this countr ys were given 
up for ever. That this was the immediate effect, I belien 
every gentleman that hears me and was preſent on that very 
| extrabrdinary day muſt admit, I have expreſſed myſelf 
| warmly, I felt 2 do ſtill feel my diſappointment warmly; 
I eftimated the noble lord's public wiſdom, prudence, and 
above all his *r reſolution, at as high a rate as | 
Honoured, and do ſtill honour, thoſe private virtues which 
| adotn his charaQer, and which ſhine illuſtriouſly pur 
| amidſt a liceritious and a diſſipated age. 
| I will addreſs a few words to the honourable lord, and 
have done; I will tell him that deciſion and reſolution, even 
when employed to but indifferent purpoſes, render the 
offeflor feſpectable; I will ſpeak with ten erneſs, 1 wil 
| | ot tell 1 5 noble lord what effect, even with the bel 
| intentions, the contrary qualities will have, 
''T will conclude with telling the noble lord, that if I 
adopts a decided line of conduct, he will have decided 
5 s, and He may ſtill ſtand on firm ground; but thi 
he continues tb wr between both, « \ will fall u 
the ground n "either, * -. 
Hon. Henry \ Hot 'Mr. Temp Level Upon a former occaſion 12 
Temple . 97 5 to ar a few of my ſentimepts to the Ho 120 
| 1055 to th ar impending over the Amerj beca 
fure. could; not, anſwer it to my own. fee 
could not og it to my country, (| A 
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[ fatter my ſelf a certain illuſtrious character may ſoon de 
left out of this opprobious lift of projectors; there ſeems to be 
divine gleam of radiance coming round his temples ; and I 
foreſee almoſt, if not altogether, as marvellous a converſion 
into the right path, as that which happened in days of yore to 
the great perſecutor of the chriſtian followers on the plains of 
Damaſcus. 

To what black ſtorm in the political firmament we are in- 
debted for this ſudden change, I, Sir, move in too contracted 
2 ſphere to diſcover ;_ but the noble Lord will allow me to 
tender him, my hearty congratulations, that he is at length 
awakening to that clemency, and to that juſtice, which will 
beſt agree with the innate temper of his heart. There is 2 
long ine of ſtateſmen ſeated in firm array not far from 
your chair, who have, ever ſince the birth of this parliament, 
uniformly ſhrunk (and I am ſure their conſciences always 
muſt ſhrink, whatſoever their politics or their eloquenee may 
do) from the great American queſtion ; have wiſhed to 
defer to the lateſt hour poſſible, all diſcuſſions of this critical 
pic, in hopes, as they term it, to learn what is a 
joing on the other fide of the Atlantic. Sir, I can inform 
them, there riſes not a ſun in that hemiſphere, but ſets to 
ach additional grievances and outcries, as the moſt ſoothing 
ſuture conceſſions, the moſt exemplary future ſacrifices on 
Jour part, will ſcarce be able to atone for. 

However grating to the ears of ſome individuals the ſub- 
ect may be, I ſhall take the liberty, with the indul of 
e Houſe, to affirm, that theſe meaſures of compelling the 
vericans by force of arms to acknowledge the paramount 
u unlimited authority of parliament, in the taxation of 
cir property, a property created by their faculties, and by 
eit induſtry, are not ju, are not politic, are not pratiicable, 

d traitorous infringement on the conſtitution of the co- 
Mes, which reſts upon the ſame fundamental principles 
dat ord (rind and uphold the franchiſes of every 

A 0 * 1 
dir, I ever will contend, that the united parliaments of 
and and cannot legally impoſe a tax on the 
ects in 7 other part of the Britiſh dominions, without 
conſent of ſuch ſubjects, either by themſelves in perſon, 
If their repreſentatives. - Let the champions ef deſpotiſm 
themſelyes of all their knowledge and ſophiſtry, I will 
ture to N this propoſition, not arrogantly preſume, 
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intrinſic merits, and the conviction that to every diſpaſſionate 
mind muft naturally reſult from its inveſtigation. 

The coertion propoſed militates againſt the privileges d 
all emigrants of their deſcription, from the time of the pa. 
triarchal disjunctions to this day; emigrants who carried with 
them (as their penates) certain inherent rights natural ty 
mankind, immutable and unalienable ; confirmed to them for 
an heritage, by that bleſſed conſtitution of Saxon contextur 
under which they were born. 

Laws eſtabliſhed on firſt neceflity and impotence between 
them and the preſent ſtate, either by expreſs or tacit 2. 
ſent, were not of an univerſal, indefinite obligation, they 
were of a fiduciary nature (of the nature of a truſt) adapted 
to the comparative ſtate of the contracting parties, for the 
purpoſe of temporary expedience, and muſt of courſe yay 
conformable to ſuch other relative alterations as lapſe of time 
and the viciffitude of human affairs may effect. 

Acts of parliaments, or other diplomatic titles, may be pro- 
duced toſhew a formal, and perhaps unconteſted aſſumption d 
power at ſome given period of time, but will not countervail the 
primeval and indefeaſible rights of mankind, whenever ſuch 
rights ſhall be afferted by a clear major part of the communi- 
ty. On this ground, and this ground only, reſts our ſpiri- 
tual reform under Harry the VItIth, and that moſt glorious 
of all civil revolutions — the Revolution by which James 
II. loſt the throne of theſe realms. 

" Thoſe gentlemen who plead for the omnipotence of parli 
ments, and the infallibility of their codes, ſhould advert tt 
the many abſurd, contradictory poſitions and doctrines lai 
down during the contention of the ſeveral pretenders of tit 
Plantagenet line, and afterwards of the heireſſes of the Houl 
of Tudor. | 

In fact, Sir, your ſtatutes of thoſe days borrowed too fre 
quently their maxims and complexion from whatſoever bre 
might happen to be encircled with the regal diadem. In ti 
reign of king Richard II. a law paſſed to transfer the pow 
of both Houſes of parliament to twelve barons, By an % 
under one of the Henries, the King's proclamation, wi 
the conſent of his privy-council, was thenceforward to c- 
with it the force and efficacy of a law of the land. n 
we all know that the parliament of 1641 voted itſelf pt 
petual, never to be diſſolved nor prorogued but by itse 
conſent; and the act read by an honourable member to u 

committee on the preſent reſolution, and which be treat 
with ſo much deference, becauſe it declared the people 
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the Maſſachuſſets bay in a ſtate of revolt, was paſſed by this 


immaculate parliament. 

Now, Sir, let us ſuppoſe (what in theſe our uncorrupt 
days there can be no reaſon to apprehend) that a ſtatute 
ould be procured by ſome future miniſter and minion of 
the Sovereign, veſting the whole legiſlative as well as exe- 
cutive power in the crown, totally to aboliſh both Houſes 
of Parliament; would ſuch ſtatute be valid and binding on 
the ſubject throughout Great Britain and America? All per- 
ſons have natural rights — a free people have legal rights, in- 
dependent of parliamentary edicts, and of which no form of 

vernment whatever can deprive them. Laws not founded 
on conſtitutional juſtice, are in themſelves null and void; 
nor are the makers of them legiſlators, but «uſurpers. 

A very wiſe and learned writer ( judge Blackſtone) has in 
bis commentaries the following 3 — If the ſovereign 
power advance with gigantic ſtrides to threaten deſolation to 
p ſtate, mankind will not be reaſoned out of the feelings of 
umanity, nor will ſacrifice their liberty in a ſcrupulous ad- 
erence to thoſe political maxims, which were originally eſta- 


* liſhed to preſerve that liberty.“ 
m. If the powers and pretenſions of a few adventurers and fu- 


ntives, occupying about two centuries ago a ſmall corner of 
praceleſs deſart, and poſſeſſed of none of the good things of 
his life, are to aſcertain the powers and pretenſions of three 
niſlions of people, ſpread over a land flowing with milk and 
ey, and a thouſand leagues in circumference, they may, 
th the ſame juſtice and propriety, be brought two centuries 
nee to aſcertain the rights and pretenſions of thirty millions, 
ten the inhabitants of this diminutive iſle ſhall ſcarce reach 
fourth part of that number: neither can I own ſuch diſpa- 
ty in the calculation of increaſe to be at all exaggerated, if 
. conſider the various drains from this country, and the 
aly influx of perſons of both ſexes at the very meridian of 
e Into theſe inviting regions; beſides, new ſettlers uſuall 
Wnct themſelves to hunting and agriculture, to — 
"ch afford vigour to the body, and enterpriſe to the mind. 
u ey live on > wholeſome diet; their progeny is health- 
and of boundleſs increaſe ; whereas in nations that have 
ached their full zenith of luxury, the maſs of the people 


r perfil cupied at ſedentary arts and manufactures, drawing in, 
50 M morn to eve, an impure, confined atmoſphere, or brood- 
to der unwholeſome furnaces : hence the vital /amina are 
reale 


the appetites ſaon appaled, the ſpirits caſily * 
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they become enſeebled ere the ſand of their mortal glaſs be hill 


run out; their offspring is ſapleſs and emaſculate. 
America has been loudly charged with —— 
the parent country, from whom ſhe received protection dur. 
ing the late conflict of war. Tis not quite clear how far the 
I of that account is in her disfayour.: however, ſhe” 
cannot be fo ignorant of the real ſprings of war or peace, az 
to perſuade herſelf that your numerous embattled legions, 
under triumphant fleets ſent to her coaſts, were ſupplied pure. 
Iy from motives of "parental affection, or 22 bens 


volence. Had, Sir, that vaſt territory been planted with 


Portugueſe ſcions, inſtead of thoſe from your own ſtock, pon- 
derating as the political ſcales of Europe then were, would 
you not have afforded to a people, in their natural and moral 
character as far from uniſon with yourſelves as diſcord is from 
harmony; an equal ſupply of men and treaſure? Remember, 
Sir, your proweſs at the eve of that ſame war, near the banks 
of the Tagus. | 

The love or enmity of one people to another, cannot be 
eſtimated by their occaſional alliances, compacts, or guaran- 
tees, as a body politic. It is but a century ago that our Eng- 
liſh! brigades ſerved with unparallelled ardor in the 
of that arch-enemy to civil and religious liberty, Lewis 
XIV. of France; the'execrated revocator of the edict of 
Nantz j the aſpirer to univerſal deſpotiſm. We ſerved, Sir, 

inſt a people, whoſe-- tolerance and charity of religion, 
whoſe whole ſyſtem and freedom of government we at that 
very time held in emulative veneration ; a people whoſe affit- 
ance we ſupplicated and obtained, ſcarce twenty years after, 
to deliver us from monarchical tyranny. | 

Such coertion were highly impolitic, becauſe it is from the 
proſperity, peace, and contentment of her colonies, that fe- 
ſources of —— and laurels of . won 5 a Le 
country. Hi teaches us, that populouſneſs and affſuence 
— — that clime —— the 18" may 
reap in ſecurity a full harveſt of their labour; where they have 
affluence in their leaders and . where no exactiom 
are inflicted by an alien hand; where the municipal, if not 
the imperial juriſdiction, together with the power of levying 
taxes, ure in ſubſtitutes of their own free choice or - 

robation. 

That ſaying of a defpot, ** Oderint dum metuant,” may be 
applicable to the ſwarthy ſons of the oppoſite diviſion of the 
globe; but, Sit, it will never accord with the ſentiments a 
our brethren in America, 3 


Threats and violence uſed pt hearts of the ſame flurdy 
temper with your own, muſt induce the molt calamitous events 
to both parties. There will be ſeeds of equal courage and 
gerſeverance found in the one battle as in the other, with this 
difference at the onſet, that the arm of the aggrieved is uſual- 
y braced to bolder, more decifive efforts of rage and 1 
than that of the aggreſſor.—“ Aquilz non generant columbus.” 
Let us, Sir, rather rejoice that our breed has not degenerat- 
ij that theſe coloniſts have a ſenſe of rational freedom, be- 
ming the ſons of ſuch high mettled progenitors, * - | | 
I] would it anſwer your purpoſe to bring their bodies under 
a ſhort-lived ſubjection, and to leave imprefled upon their 
winds an unabating rancour and aptneſs for revolt. ; 
Revenge 1s an unchriſtian paſſion, yet how rarely do we 


is alloy! | 
Neither, Sir, am I altogether unacquainted with the peo- 
le of whom Jam now ſpeaking. ' Curiohty once led me to 


table provinces. I found in mo/? of them the Spartan tem- 
jerance, in many the urbanity of Athens; and, notwithſtand- 
g the baſe and groundleſs imputations on their ſpirit, which 
de cankered tongue of prejudice and ſlander has with fo licen- 
ous a virulence here poured forth againſt them, they will, 
am confident, if ſet to the proof, evince the Roman mag- 
mimity, ere Rome fell under feeptered uſurpation. But, 
i, if a foreign enemy ſhould appear at your gates, and you 
| their afliftance, will there then be found among them 
any a Coriolands ? He ftands ſingle as a prodigy of forgive- 
„ in the annals of a people whoſe attachment to their na- 
ve pom was carried to the utmoſt height of — 
low ſoon that foreign enemy may appear at your gates, 
now not, Actolding to he — prsdlctö gs of a 
ft enlightened Rate foothſayer, we have about ſeven yeats 
re of profound tranquility with the Houſe of 33 to 
it to; but, from the fymptoms of bur domeſtic diſtraction, 


ighbours, J ſhould judpe it ptudent to be ſomewhat better 
ded than we are 1 preſent for an eatly rupture; not en- 
fey to diſmantle our ports and our coaſts of ſoldiers and 
amen, ſent to immolate the — to liberty of their own 
Wand Vlood;” on the diſtant continent of America, 
* has bern made eviderit to you, that à defection of the 
Aden eglorfies will ſdon bring on the complete ruin of 
kt Wett Ind a ſettlements P. cannot elle here ao. 
( * 
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nd the human ſoul poſſeſſed of a ſublimer heroiſm,” without 


avel many hundreds of miles along their flouriſhing and hoſ- 


d the improved ſtate of the government and finances of our 
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ably provide themſelves with cattle, lumber, and divers oth 
articles requiſite for the ſupport of a plantation. 

Let us turn our eyes to the inland trading towns here x 
home ; thoſe large iron founderies which uſed to ſupply th 
anchars of commerce and implements for huſbandry and th 
r arts, are now ſet at work in moulding the (wor 
and the bayonet to enſlave America. From the former con. 
miſſions there accrued conſtant returns of profit, and nun- 
berleſs comforts; from the latter, what can be expected by 
poverty, dejection, and mourning ! Peace with America vil 
make your thouſands of manufacturers and artiſans a thriving, 
obedient people; war with America will make them idk, 
profligate, and tumultuary, In ſhort, the firſt open hoftilits 
committed by. your troops on that continent, will realize u 
the race of man, from one extremity of the earth to the other, 
=o fatal evils than were even contained in the fabled box 

andorra. | | 


It is well known, through melancholy obſervation, drm 
from the fate of the Aſſyrian, Perſian, and Roman empim, 
that national ſocieties, as well as the individual mortals « 
whom thoſe ſocieties are compoſed, have their nor- q. 
their adult vigour, and their decline. Whatſoever ſhare d 
indulgence and independency Great Britain ſhall, in this ke 
florid and athletic ſtage, generouſly beſtow on her riſing a. 
lonies, they will, no doubt, amply repay to her in ſome fv 
ture generation, when ſhe is verging towards that awe 
goal which muſt cloſe her race of glory. | 
The military coertian of America will be impracticib 
What has been the fate of your famous bills paſſed in the li 
ſeflion of the deceaſed parliament ? I mean, Sir, the Bola 
rt bill, and the bill for altering the charter of Maſſachuſa 

y. America, as an earneſt of her triumph over the futur 
labours for which envy and malice may reſerve her, I 
like another Hercules in the cradle, already grappled wi 
thoſe two ſerpents ſent for her deſtruction. Neither # 
we be long able to ſuſtain the unhallowed war at ſo rea 
a a diſtance ;—unexplored deſarts, wood-land ambuſcades, 
titudes to which few of our ſoldiery have been ſeaſoned; 
the ſouthern provinces ſcarce to be. endured in the ſumm 
months, the northern provinces not approachable, i & 
winter ſeaſon ;—ſhipwrecks, peſtilence, famine, The 
relenting inv and carnage of York and Lancafter, 

| bere be joined to all the elementary hardſhips and-malads' 
a bigot cruſade. Shall not ſuch ful æras in our en 
chronicle, ſerve us for beacons at this perilous criſis?) 
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h expeditions indeed, undertaken by a few martial zealots 
n miſconceived piety, began to decline at the death of the 
ot-brained, ſavage-hearted King, under' whom they were' 
if enterprized ; and the ſluices of kindred blood, which had 
ong inundated the land in the red and white roſes, were at 
moth happily put a ſtop to, by a ſingle matrimonial con- 
at. Now, Sir, who can look forward to a probabl»epock 
n the red volume of time, when the ſword drawn in thi 

warrel ſhall be ſheathed in peace! I can ſee no end, till 

laughter, proſcription, extirpation, ſhall totally have an- 
ihilated either one or the other people. 

Far be it from me to anticipate by conjecture to either 
ountry ſo dreadful a ſentence ; but, Jir, without a gift of 
reternatural foreſight, I may remark, that there are features 
n the aſpect of infant America, which denote at maturer 
years a moſt coloſſal force. The Helvetic and Flemiſh con- 
weracies have demonſtrated what extraordinary obſtacles a 
nall band of inſurgents may ſurmount in the cauſe of li- 
erty, The Helvetic confederacy conſiſted of a few ſtraggling 
eaſants, bannered againſt a mighty prince; yet firmneſs — 
eſperation ſupplied that energy, which the beſt diſciplined 
umbers could not reſiſt, | 

The tragic ſcenes of Numantia, and-of Saguntum, ſhew 
o how dire a cataſtrophe a ſpirited people will devote them- 
lves, ſooner than ſubmit to an unjuſt dominion. It appears 
om one of the American letters of a late date brought to 
bur table, that the inhabitants of Boſton were inclined to 
jopy in part theſe dire examples; that they meditated to 
dandon the town with their wives and families, and the re- 
55; it to aſhes, y 

Did not we _ ourſelves give a very ftriking proof at the 
ommencement of the 12th century, to what an incendiary 
pht the flame of vengeance might reach, when we invited 
er, and received into the very center of this iſland, a whole 
my of Frenchmen to aid us againſt a tyrant monarch and 
* iniquitous counſellors? We owe perhaps that ſacred 
Uladium of our liberty, Magna Charta, as much to a 
puphin of France, as to a Kin of England, 

The Americans alledge, that what they now contend for 
Ithat reaſonable portion of liberty with which they were 
artered as their birthright, not by any earthly potentate, 
thy the King of Kings, to make their lives happy, in the 
enon of Which hbefty they do now hourly invoke that 
ng of Kings,- or to make their death glorious in its juſt 
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What is the aim and ſcope of the reſolution before you? 
To lure ſome of the leſs refractory provinces of America, ty 
diſſociate from, and betray their fellow- ſufferers; to join ig 
raiſing a contribution throughout one half of the coloni, 
to ſupport your armaments and outrages againſt the other 
half, with a view to annihilate trade, cut off every natuy 


= of livelihood and ſubſiſtence, and. butcher the diſobe. f 
ient; and how are theſe ſeceders to be recompenſed fo 1 
uch fignal perfidy? Why, by a temporary exerciſe of ce. h 
tain empty forms and modes of taxation, confirming cc 
the ſame time a right in the crown and parliament of WW { 
CGreat-Britain, to fix the groſs amount of all continental ot 
ſidies whatſoever; that is, in fact, they are to be fill AW © 
bject to a miniſterial majority in this Houſe, which may 

vy impoſts on them, not — any fair ſcale of proportion th 
to the burthen laid on the mother country, but the demand pr 
nay. perhaps be carried beyond their abilities, or they m t 
de liable to the diſcharge of an immenſe national debt. H tic 
way of earneſt, however, againſt the numerous abuſes in | 
future to which this curious plan lies open, they (hal BW Har 
inſtantly regoſe entire faith and confidence in the preſent u th: 
of the King's miniſters at Weſtminſter, ſo remarkable u 
conſiſtency, lenity, and wiſdom. tio 
The noble lord on the other fide of the Houſe puts ti 
in mind of K ing Arthur, in our modern dramatic malk fen 
where that firſt of the Britiſh worthies ſtands balancing . ben 
tween, Grimbald and Philadel. He has juſt caught a gym me: 
the cloven foot of the infernal fiend by whoſe die me: 
3 incantations he has been thus long faſcinam fay, 
and is turning to the fair, heavenly ſpirit, who wool w 
guide him into the ways of happineſs and honour, con 


im not ſtop ſhort, but purſue the only track that can f 
is country —perhaps ſave himſelf from perdition. 
1 ſhould be as ſtrenuous an advocate for the juſt 
kity of parliament. as any man; but I think we ou 
adidly. and effectually to relinquiſh all yaip pretencts 
— ine qnſes where they — maintai 
able on principles of juſtice, of ſqund policy, or the cou 
tuftipg of the land, | 
| you perſiſt in pride and error, what will be the co 
quence 2. Loteſtine enmities will be encreaſed—devaliali 
and bayock muſt enſue. | = 
When, queſtions of ſuch, weight and magnitude as i 
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you, every member ought to reflect, that the fate of a 
whole nation may poſſibly depend on his fingle vote. 

Whoſoever gives the power of oppreſſion, is in fact a 
tyrant—whoſoever gives the power of murder, is in fact 
an affaflin, X 

am againſt this reſolution, becauſe I think, that fo 
far from extinguiſhing the flame, it will only throw oil 
upon it to aggravate its fury; and, howeyer ſpecious, 
however conciliatory, it may ſeem at firſt ſight, when it 
comes to be analyzed on the other fide of the water 
(faſhioned as it now ſtands) it cannot — have any 
other conſtruction put upon it, than that of adding inſnit 


to 1mury. 


propoſed in a few days, totally contradicting the preſent, and 
thoſe perſons who are moſt zealous in ſupport of this reſolu- 
tion, equally warm in ſupport of the next. 


larly as I made a conciliatory propoſition on this ſubjeR of 


| ſhall, at a proper time, offer to the Houſe as a regular mo- 
tion, The propoſition alluded to, was to make a free requi - 
ſition to the colonies for a ſupply towards the expence of de- 
tending, protecting, and ſecuring the colonies. The pre- 
ſent motion is not free but compulſory ; it is attended with 
menaces and threats, therefore not a lenient or concilia 
meaſure, but only thrown out as ſuch for a pretext. To 
lay, give me as much money as I with, till I ſay enough, or 
I will take it from you, and then to call ſuch a propoſition 
conciliatory for peace, is inſult added to oppreſſion, The 
propoſition which I made before Chriſtmas, was what it» ap- 
peared, a free requiſition. A requiſition by a ſecretary of ſtate 
ban ancient, legal, approved, conſtitutional way, It fates 
the caſe, repreſents the ſervices neceſſary to be done, and re- 
quires the free aid of the ſubject for thoſe neceſſary fervices, 
— a conſtitutional controul, to the ſubjeR 92 
ey is required, the judgment upon the neceſſity of the 
ſervices tated, and the rige of — — the money ſo 
( ited, — different from this propoſition is that 
moe us now, which fays neither more nor lefs than this; 
oe me what I aſk, leaving likewiſe the quantity to my dif- 
un, or I will take it by force, Beſides, this/propoſition isa 
ac breach of faith towards America, who have been aſftred 
{circular letter from the ſecretary of ſtate, that his Ma» 


jelty's 


Sir P. J. Clerke faid he ſhould not be ſurpriſed, ſuch was Sir P. 7. 
the fluctuating ſtate of our counſels, to ſee another reſolution Cr. 


Mr. Hartley. I am called upon on this occaſion particu- 1; 


the American diſputes to the Houſe before Chriſtmas, which 
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's miniſters never meant, nor eyer would entertain the 
thought of raiſing a revenue in America by taxing—Thi 
propoſition before us is a direct breach of the public faith ſo 
pledged to America, by a circular letter from a ſecretary of 
ſtate, in which his Majeſty's royal word was particulah 
plighted.” The noble Lord's propoſition who was upon the 
ſame bench when the, above mentioned circular letter way 
written, is that we will forbear to tax juſt ſo long as they will 
give us a revenue to our content. hat is this if it be not 
extorting a revenue by threats of taxing ? The only conce(. 
ſion contained in this propoſition is that it gives up at once 
the mode of our proceedings with America for theſe laſt ten 
years, as it confeſſes that it would be proper to proceed in the 
way of requiſitions. "This propoſition pretends to condemn 
the exerciſe of taxation before you have made a. requiſition 
at leaſt, and have met with a refuſal, though by uniting then 
in the ſame propoſition, it deſtroys the very nature of the re- 
quiſition by making it cumpulſory. Let us enquire now whe- 
ther ever North America did refuſe to contribute to the com- 
mon defence upon requiſition ; ſo far from it that they ever 
have contributed in caſe of neceſſity, even beyond their abi- 
lities, as the records of thanks to them, and retribution for 
the exceſs of the zeal and fidelity, which ſtand annually upon 
your journals during the late war, do fully and inconteſtidly 
prove. Throughout the whole courſe of this conteſt ſince 
the war, they have over and over offered to contribute to the 
neceſſary ſupply when called upon in a con/titutional way. | 
have extracted proofs of theſe from addreſſes, petitions, Kc. 
for the whole period of the laſt ten years. Their petitions 
you have thrown out ef your doors, their repeated addreſſes, 
remonſtrances, letters and memorials you have treated wit 
contempt. I have now in my hand a ſcore of proofs tht 
they have offered to pay upon requiſition according to the ut- 
moſt of their abilities, if thoſe requiſitions were made in 
legal and conſtitutional way, I have collected offers of ths 
kind, and I have got them from, I think, almoſt every colon 
I can ſhew them repeatedly from Maſſachuſets Bay, from Net 
York, New Jerſey, Maryland, Virginia, Pen(ylvania, Cr 
rolina, and theſe repeated from time to time during 
of this conteſt, I have them in my hand, and will beg 0 
read them to the Houſe. [ Reads them.) And to conclud 
the whole, North America aſſembled at the continental cv 
greſs pledge themſelves, that whenever the. exigencies f th 
ate Ball require a ſupply, they will as they haue always berur 


fore done, contribute their full proportion of men and Th 
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The terms in which all theſe offers are expreſſed, are clear, 

uniform and explicit. All that they require, is that they may 

{and upon the footing of freemen and free Britiſh ſubjects, 

ind giving and granting their own money ; for theſe rea- 

ſons | objeR to the motion before us, and ſhall, with the 

permiſion of the Houſe, endeavour to put the propoſition up- 

on its proper grounds by another motion on ſome future day. 

Mr. Powys wanted to know the ſum each colony was to Mr. Porys. 
riſe, the manner it was to be appropriated, and whether it 
was to be granted annually, or for a definite number of years. 

Lord North, was for preferving the right of parliament to Lord Nerth. 
tax the colonies ; but for transfering the exerciſe of that 
right to the colony aſſemblies. He was for leaving the co- 
bnies at liberty to contribute voluntarily to the alleviating 
the public burdens ; and for reſerving to parliament, a right 
of rejecting or increaſing thoſe. voluntary aids at pleaſure. 
Among other thmgs, he ſaid, if the colonies reject juſt con- 
ditions, they muſt be reduced to unconditional obedience ; 
that ſuch of the colonies as did not comply with the reſo- 
lution, would have the acts rigidly enforced againſt them; 
that he did not nor could at preſent, pretend to ſpecify the 
eract ſum-they ought to raiſe, as it would probably fluctuate 
by bearing a certain proportion to the ſums raiſed in Great 
Britain 3 and that whatever propoſitions they might make, 
would be received in a legal way from an aflembly lawfully 
and properly conſtituted, in order to be laid before parlia- 


event for their final approbation. In anſwer to the honour- 
| BY ible gentleman, [Mr. Powys] who aſked, whether the grant 
C. to be an annual one, or for a term of years, he replied, 
Ns e could not tell ; but for his part he ſhould wiſh it to be 
+ the latter, otherwiſe it would return to interrupt the public 
| 


bulineſs every ſeſſion, and conſequently, be a perpetual ſub- 
ect of diſcuffion and diſagreement, | 

Right Hon. T. Townſhend (aid, that the Houſe were at a loſs Rt. Hon. 
den ſo much as to conjecture what were the intentions of T. Tewa- 
aminiftration, or what the preſent reſolutions pointed at ; * 


r nothing hitherto offered by the noble Lord had in the 
ef leaſt degree operated towards the alteration of his ſentiments, 
* e thought the reſolution impracticable, whether it meant to 
ot aorce obedience, or effect reconciliation. 


dir Richard Sutton ſaid the objects to which the reſolution Sir Richard 
directed were very apparent. Sutten. 

Mr. Charles Turner cited ſome of the moſt objectionable Mr. Charles 
of the American bills of laſt ſeſſion, and ſaid, that they Tu-re-. 
fre the moſt tytannical and oppreſſiye that were ever paſs . 

ws, T. 
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Mr. Stanly. Mr. Stanley ſaid, that ſome time before the late addrek of 


Mr. Saw- Mr. Alderman Satobridęe was wy pointed on ſome of the 


bridge, 


General 


| Bargeyne- ders to ferve in America, I have thought it an unbecoming 


_ himſelf of that number, and gloried in the imputation. 
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both Houſes to his Majeſty, this propoſal was talked of and 
approved, by ſeveral perſons of very high rank in buſinel,, 
Inſtructions as to the ſums to be raiſed, muſt undoubtedly 
be confined to people in confidence. He then proceeded to 
diſtinguiſh between the acts of a congreſs, and an aſſembly 
legally and conftitutionally convened, and grounded the whole 
weight of his argument on that diſtinction, ſhewing that it 
Aigen be extremely proper to agree to propoſitions made by 
one, while it d be madneſs ſo much as to treat with the 
other. 


— ee 


expreſſions which fell from the laſt honourable member, e- 
lative to thoſe who appeared the partizans of America; owned 


General Burgeyne. From the time I have been under or- 


part to give my voice as a judge in — American queſtion, 
this upon your paper only excepted. But having taken ſome 
ſhare in the debates of laſt year which have been miſrepre- 
ſented, and having appeared in ſome diviſions this year, be- 
fore I had any knowledge or ſuſpicion of my deftination, l 
anxiouſly wiſh to take this occaſion to explain thò motives 
upon which I have invariably acted ; and notwithſtanding 
the exhauſted ſtate of the debate, I riſe with confidence in the 
Houſe, that they will give that indulgence to my ſituation, 
— I ſhould have little claim to upon any other preten- 
8. X 

Sir, I think an explanation the more neceſſary, becaule both 
without doors and within, alluſions and references are making 
continually to the ſentiments of thoſe who are to at in the 
3 department a very important, but very unenviable 
ot. a 

In ſome of the licentious prints of the times there have 
not been wanting ſuggeſtions to the public, that a fangu- 
nary miniſter choſen the generals beſt fitted by their m. 
elinations to carry havock and deſtruction through the con- 
tinent of America. Within theſe walls we have been treats 
ed very differently indeed: we have found an attention, 4 
ſpect, a favour of opinion and of expreſſion, that has m. 
printed upon my mind, and I am perſuaded equally upon tt 
minds ot my colleagues, a ſineere ſatisfaction and 2 dec 
fenſe of gratitude to gentlemen on all fides of the Honle 
But ſtill, Sir, I have obſerved through the courſe of the ® 
bate an opinion to prevail that a great latitude of 9 
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to be given, and that in acting under ſuch latitude we ſhall 
he influenced by the ſpeeches we hear in this place, ſome. of 
which are ſuppoſed to convey the moſt inflammatory ideas, 


know, Sir, that any ſuch latiiude will be given, at leaſt it 
will hardly extend to my inferior ſtation. The utmoſt me- 
fit I ſhall be able to claim in this expedition, will probabl 


But | can ſpeak with confidence of thofe under whom I am 
to leave this country, as well as of the high and reſpectable 
oficer who now commands in America; fuch men will not 
want the oratory of this Houfe to give a due tone to their 
ſpirit or their humanity. 1 n 


ny eye, [Colonel Barre] that bravery an 
were aſſociate virtues ;*” may they remain blended on the 
minds of every military man in America; let a perſuaſion unĩ- 
ſormly prevail, that upon a review of our conduct hereafter, 
by our diſpaſſionate and impartial countrymen, our bravery 


vtably be made the inftruments of puniſhment, let eye 

ion of the unhappy conflict be directed and marked by that 
temper which ever ought to difcriminate the correction of 
the ſtate from the ſudden and impetuous impulſe of paſſion 
ad revenge : but with theſe principles at the heart of every 
ſoldier, and theſe they will be; for there is a charm in the 
d and dreams of liberty that diſarms an En- 
gihman's anger; with theſe principles at the heart, care 
nuſt be taken that the honour, the aſcendency, the impreſ- 
yon of the Britiſh arms be not inſulted or diminiſhed in the 


member we are contending againſt fellow ſubjects and bro- 
hem, it muſt not be forgot we are contending in the criſis, 
ad for the fate of the Britiſh empire, | 2 

An honourable young member on the other ſide, ® who has 
tered into the army with a zeal that juſtly intitles him to 


likats have this day proved bim a moft valuable acquiſition 
bthis Houſe, aſked, early in the debate, Whether it could 
i ſuppoſed, thoſe Americans who denied the authority of 
britiſh 27 would accept the mode of taxation propoſ- 
by theſe reſolutions ? — they will not; and I 2 
Mm 0 | 


ſc» 


m 
the 


le, 


athers, ideas of the moft humiliating conceffion. I do not 


de that of an attentive, an affiduous, circumfcribed gbedience, 
A noble ſentiment fell from an honourable geatlemay in 


compaſſion 


will be judged by the teſt of our compaſſion. Should we in- 


nds of thoſe to whom they are intruſted ; and while we 


it eſteem of every officer, and whoſe parliamentary ſpirit and 
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fer with him fo far upon this occaſion, as to ſay, I do nat 


quiring caſuiſtically, whether in any, or in what poſſible 
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like the reſolution the worſe upon that account. While it 
holds out conciliation to thoſe who wiſh to return to obedi. 
ence and fidelity, and muſt be accepted by all rational men 
and well intentioned ſubjects, the refuſal of it will be as ex- 
plicitly and deciſively declaratory, as any manifeſto could ex- 
preſs, of the principles on which they act, who continue to 
reſiſt, and it puts the diſpute on clear ground. 

Sir, in foreign war, the con/cience of the quarrel belongs to 
the ſtate alone. The ſoldier draws his ſword with alacrity; 
the cauſe in which he engages refts between God and his 
Prince, and he wants no other excitments to his duty, than 
ſuch as the glory of his country, perſonal honour, and 
juſt ambition will ſuggeſt. In civil diſcord, (without en- 


caſe, 2 military ſervant of the crown can be juſtified ſin de- 
clining a ſervice to which he is legally commanded) ] believe, 
a conſideration of the cauſe will und its way to the breaſt of 
every conſcientious man; and in the execution of his duty, 
he will find ſorrow and remorſe on one ſide, or ſatisfaction 
and inward comfort on the other, according to the private " 
judgment he entertains. I perceive gentlemen on every {ide 8 
the Houſe acknowledged the truth of this general obſerva- | 
tion. Sir, I ſhall be aſtoniſhed if any gentleman denies the f 
particular application of it. Is there a man in England (1 
am confident there is not an officer or ſoldier in the King's 
ſervice) who does not think the parliamentary rights of Great 
Britain a cauſe to fight for, to bleed and die for? Sir, I wil 
aſſert, that the profeſſed advocates of America have never ven- 
tured to meet this argument fairly. They have always ſhifted 
it to collateral enquiries, accuſation, recrimination, and ex- 
amination of the meaſures-by which we have. been led intoout 
preſent dilemma. Sir, paſt errors may be great and maniſeſt; 
every adminiſtraticn for ten years paſt may have had thei 
ſhare, It is not my preſent purpoſe to juſtify any. Enqui 
ries may be very proper, at a proper time : but as a me 
of parliament, I hold myſelf indiſpenſibly called upon to tal 
up the queſtion, upon this important, now this unparalleled 
moment in the Engliſh hiſtory, when we tamely ſuffered go 
vernment to be ſuſpended, when we fit here the mere ſhadov 
of authority, the phantom of a parliament, aſſembling oops 
lament the ſubſtance we have loſt,. and to propoſe and ſudlh 
life queſtions of our own impotency, - 

Sir, another method of evading a debate upon the true me. 
rits of this queſtion, has been, to confound the 1 — 
| POE. * * ge 
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Ingenious men will run changes upon real and virtual repre- 
ſentation, external and internal taxes, revenue and regulation, 
till one's head grows dizzy with diſtinctions, and the moſt 

ofs abſurdities and contradictions become, for a moment, 
ray But it is not in rhetoric or ſophiſtry to argue the 
great rational majority of the people of England out of the 
plain, fimple propoſition, which is contained the Declara- 
tory Act of the 6th of the preſent King. The reaſon of 
the nation has been long convinced ; the trial now only is 
whether we have ſpirit to ſupport our conviction. 

Sir, if the whole body of the kingdom does not rouſe at this 
darm, and ſhake off that torpitude under which our public 
ſpirit has long ſhamefully languiſhed ; if every claſs and di- 
linction of men do not join in this great cauſe; if our mer- 
chant and manufacturers do not in one inftance take example 


a better cauſe ; if they do not feel inſult and affront in the ſuſ- 
picion, that while one country dares the interruption of com- 
merce to effectuate her chimerical claims, the other will not 
exert equal fortitude to vindicate herfundamental rights ; if this 
teour wretched ſtate, I agree that the ſooner a formal ſurrender 
is made the better; let Great Britain revert to her primitive 
nhgnificancy in the map of the world, and the congreſs of 
ladelphia be the legiſlature to diſpenſe the bleſſings of em- 
pre, Let us ſpare the blood of our ſubjects, let us ſpare the 
trealures of the ſtate; but let us at the ſame time confeſs, 
we are no more a people. | 
dir, after this avowal of my principles it might be — 


krvants of the crown, and with that ſenſe of gratitude to his 
Meſty which the importance of the truſt required. I feel 
n additional call of gratitude on my own part, for the ho- 
4 receives in being claſſed with thoſe of the di- 
anguiſhed officers to whom I have alluded. 
will treſpaſs no longer upon the time of the Houſe; with 
le ſentiments I have expreſſed I take leave of all American 
jeſtione, with theſe ſentiments I ſhall take leave of my 
wntry ; I ſhall endeavour to maintain them in arguments 
Lamitted to any intercourſe in America. I ſhall enforce 
atm to the beſt of my power if called upon to act in the line 
10 profeſſion ; conſcienciouſly convinced that upon the 
upport of them both here and on the other ſide the At- 
M m 2a ' lantic, 


from the Americans, and render it glorious by adapting it to 


nm I 2 the ſituation in which I am going to be employ- 
„ Ipublicly declare I did not ſeek it, I will take leave to 
e the part of my colleagues, it was ſought by none of us, 
y but it was accepted with that ſubmiſſion which is due from 


253 


254 


Gov, 
fone. 


Mr. Penn. Mr, Penton, in favour of the reſolution, The queſtion 


Lord Folke- Lord Folkeflone moyed that the names of all the membe 


Hens. 


Febn= Governor Jobnſlens replied to ſeveral things which drop- 


midable armament to account. He ſuppoſed, if America, 


chaſes pro tempore, in none of which the perſon quality 
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lantice; the exiſtence of this country and conftitution, d. 
realy, emphatically, and concluftvely depends. 


from the noble lord; faid, that on a former occaſion par. 
iament had charged the Eaft India company with eleven 
millions for ſhips, forces, &c. ſent to their aſſiſtance, but 
owned afterwards it was not ſo much, and doubted not but 
that ſeveral of the millions now fo roundly charged to the ac- 
count of America, would be diſcovered to be no better found- 
ed, though we even brought the expences of the preſent for- 


wm ww @ a_ wc oa a . mu 8 


conſented to the grants now propoſed, that they would in 
time be managed as. the Iriſh are, and that douceurs out of 
the ſums raiſed would be diſtributed with equal ſucceſs among 
the eoloniſts, and what could not be effected one way, would 
ſurely be carried another : blue ribbons, red ribbons, lords 
and knights would bring about great things: that the mini- 
ſter underſtood to put this Houſe in good humour at il 
times; and ſuppoſed in time, that he would cauſe this goo 
humour to reach the other fide of the Atlantic, though he hai 
hitherto failed in his attempts. He concluded by obſerving, 
that there had been no precedent for our obliging the colonies 
to raiſe taxes, but the Romans, who plun thoſe who 
were under their dominion, and brought the plunder to Ron 
which was in the end the cauſe of the deſtruction of thit 
once glorious and powerful empire, 


Q =«© = = 


Q 
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was put, and agreed to without a diviſion. 
, February 28. 


of this who have delivered in a paper, containing 4 
deſcription of the lands, tenements hereditaments, bf 
which they qualify themſelves to be elected and returned! 
ſerve as members in the preſent parliament, together vi 
ſuch deſcriptions, be printed. His lordſhip ſupported u 
motion with ſtrong argument, and mentioned ſome we 
known facts; in the mode of conveyances _— 


had a permanent intereſt. 

It was anſwered, that every member had acceſs to thoſe 
pers, and might have any of them copied whenever he ple: 
therefore it was not neceſſary to print them. The tou 
divided; for the motion 44, againſt it 87. ERS: 

A petition of the merchants, traders, and principal inn 
bitants, of the town and county of Pole, was preſentsd 


as DEBATES 


ſerve, that a petition is- preſented to the Houſe, from the 
lord mayor, aldermen, and commons, of the city of London, 
in common council aſſembled, againſt the bill mentioned in 
the preceding petition ; and that the petitioners beg leave to 
obſerve, that the reſtraints intended to be laid upon the New- 
foundland fiſhery of the colonies, mentioned in the faid bill, 
if carried into a law, will not by any means be injurious to 
commerce, as the petitioners againſt the bill conceive, be- 
cauſe the foreign markets can be amply ſupplied, by extend- 
ing the Newfoundland fiſhery of ſubjects reſident in — — Z 
and that the annual produce of the Newfoundland fiſhery 
carried on by ſubjects reſident in the mother country, ex- 
ceeds 500, oo0l. and that the Newfoundland fiſhery of the 
mother country is a conſtant narſery of ſeamen for the navy, 
that great bulwark of the nation, every fifth man emplo 
being, by the loth of William the Third, obliged to be a 
hndman, a conſideration of infinite weight, the petitioners 
imagine ; and this the more eſpecially, as the profits of the 
trade center intirely in this kingdom; and that the profits 
of the Newfoundland fiſhery, carried on by the colonies 
mentioned in the bill, do not center here, nor is the New- 
foundland fiſhery of the colonies a nurſery of ſeamen for the 
ſet, becauſe the Americans are not obliged by law to make 
uſe of landmen, nor are the American ſeamen compellable, 
like the Britiſh ſeamen, to ſerve their country in times of 
mr; the petitioners are therefore greatly alarmed, left a pe- 
tion from ſo reſpectable a body as the lord mayor, alder- 
men, and commons of London, ſhould operate not only to 
their prejudice, but to the general prejudice of the kingdom, 
2 point of ſuch importance to the national proſperity ; 
dumbly ſubmit the foregoing facts to the conſideration of the 
Houſe, and foliciting, no leſs for their own immediate ad- 
vantage than for the univerſal benefit of their country, ſuch 
"Kouragement of the Britiſh fiſhery to Newfoundland as the 
parliament ſhall think proper. n 

A petition of the people called Quakers was preſented by 
Mr. alderman Oliver, and read; taking notice of the bill to 
rain the trade and commerce of the province of Maſſa- 
chuſet s bay and New Hampſhire, and colonies of Connecti- 
at nd Rhode Ifland, and Providence Plantation, in North 
America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh iſlands 
u the Weſt Indies; and to prohibit ſuch provinces and co- 
mis from carrying on any fiſhery 'on the banks of New- 
and, or other places therein to be mentioned, under 
certain 


the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners ob- 
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certain conditions, and for a time to be limited ; and that 
the petitioners are informed, that, in the iſland of Nantucket, 
on the coaſt of New England, there are about 5000 inhabi- 
rants, nine tenths of whom are of the people called Quakers; 
and that the ſaid iſland is for the moſt part barren and 
ſandy, not yielding proviſion for a twentieth part of its in- 
habitants; and that the inhabitants almoſt, wholly depend 
on the whale fiſhery for their ſubſiſtence, purchaſing with the 
produce of the ſaid occupation, grain and other neceſſaties 
from the neighbouring colonies ; and that, if the aid hill 
ſhould paſs into a law, theſe people would unavoidably be 
expoſed to all the hardſhips of famine, as no proviſions can 
be imported from any of the neighbouring colonies, and their 
trade, by which they ſubſiſt, will be totally prohibited; and 
that the ſaid inhabitants, to the beſt of the petitioners in- 
formation and belief, are intirely innocent in reſpe to the 
preſent diſturbances in America; wherefore, in conſiders- 
tion of the miſeries gearing over ſo large a part of their 
brethren, and others their fellow ſubjects, in that iſland and 
in the neighbourhood, under the like circumſtances, the pe- 
titioners intreat the Houſe, that the ſaid bill may not paſs in- Mun 
to a law, as thereby a moſt grievous puniſhment would be WW, 
inflicted on the innocent, and a body of men, whoſe occu- Wi; - 
pation is hazardous, their gains uncertain, and their labour 
neceſſary to themſelves and the community, would be ſub- 


jected to inevitable ruin and deſtruction. int 


And the ſaid petitions were ſeverally ordered to be referred ri: 
to the conſideration of the committee of the whole Houſe to 
whom the ſaid bill is committed. | 
The order of the day was read for the Houſe to go inte 
the ſaid committee. It was moyed that the Speaker do na 
leave the chair. | 
The Houſe divided. Noes — 24. Ayes — 97. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid committee; 4 
Sir Charles Whitworth in the chair. The, 

Mr. David Barclay called in, : evife 
He appears as agent for the committee of North Americal 8 
merchants, and means, with the permiſſion of the committee ich fl, 


to examine ſome witneſſes in ſupport of their petition. 
Mr. Brook Watſon called in, - x 
He is a merchant, and has ſome acquaintance with Ten: 

fiſheries of North America. 


Queſtion, What acquaintance has he with that 72 
| N n 


pA 


iſwer. I would beg permiſſion in the firſt place, to ac- 
quaint the committee what is the foundation of the evidence 
| ſhall lay before them. | | 

In 1765 and the beginning of 1766, I was called to the 
har of this Houſe, to give ſuch information as I could with 
reſpect to the fiſhery of North America; from that time I 
took great pains to get further information on that ſubject, 
by writing to my correſpondents verſed in that buſineſs ; and 
in 1766 i went to North America, and there I had corro- 
borated the information I had before received; and from that 


yould beg leave to refer to, The paper is in mypocket, - 
The title of the paper is, 


Slate of Exports from Great Britain to, and Fiſheries of North 
America in 1764. 


Fiſheries of New England, meaning the four provinces. 

Produce of the cod fiſhery. 300 veſſels of 50 ton each on 
an average, each navigated with eight men, caught 240,059 
quintals of fiſh (the quintals being 1121b. each) of which 
£0,059 quintals, 102,265 was deemed merchantable fiſh, 
ft e.] fiſh fit for the European market, where freight and all 
harges upon it at that time, it was valued at 208. per quin- 
a, the ſum of 102,265/, The remaining part, being "372194 
untals, is called Jamaica fiſh, (i e.) fiſh fit for the Weſt 


100 freight and charges, and amounted to the ſum of 
7s“. 16s, | 

The whole quantity of fiſh, produced 3, 600 barrels of 
nd oil, part of which was carried to the Weſt Indies, and 


a. per barrel, making the ſum of 7, 200l. which, added to 
e ſum of the cod fiſhery, makes 205,920. 16s. 

Then follows the produce of the mackerel, ſhad, and 
nite fiſheries. Ninety mackerel ſloops and ſchooners em- 
ed, burthen about 40 tons each on an average, navigated 
ix men, caught on an average 200 barrels each, mak- 


. 6d, makes 20,0501, 1 | 71 + 
Ten thouſand barrels of ſhad and alewife for the Weſt In- 
market, at 125. 6, per barrel, makes 62S’ | 


Mal- 


information I then formed a ſtate of the fiſheries, which I 


idia market, and that was valued at 145. per quintal, in- 


be remainder to Great Britain, and valued at an average at 


8 18,000 barrels for the Weſt India market, valued at 
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22 dale Fiſhery. 

One hundred and fifty loops, burthen 70 tons each on 
an average, three fourths navigated, with thirteen men each 
and the other fourth with ſeven, caught as follows: 

Two thouſand: ton of ſpermaceti oil ſent to Great Britain, 
and there valued at 244. per ton, makes 48,000). 

One thouſand ſive hundred tons of common whale oil, ſhip. 

ped likewiſe to Great Britain, at 16. per ton, makes 24,000/, 
"Sixty ton of whale fins, ſhipped alſo to Great Britain, x 
300. per ton, makes 18,0001, 7 

Total produce of the whale fiſhery, 90,0001). 

Tota} produce of the New England fiſheries in the yer 
1764, amounts to 322, 2200. 165. FT 

Then follows the number of tons of ſhipping, and of men, 
employed in the New England filheries. 


| In the Cod Fiſhery, 
Three hundred cod veſſels, of fifty ton each, navigated by 
eight men, makes 15,000 ton of ſhipping and 2400 men, 
"Two hundred and forty thoufand fifty-nine quintals of 
cod fiſh, taken by · thofe veſſels, require 13,225 ton of ſhip- 
ping to carry them to market, each 100 ton of which ſhip- 
ping being navigated by eight men, require 1050 men to 
navigate them ; thus the cod fiſhery then employed 28,225 
ton of ſhipping, and 3450 men. * 


Shipping and men employed in the Whale Fiſpem 

One hundred and fifty whale loops, of ſeventy ton each 

three - fourchs navigated with thirteen men, the other 

fourth with ſeven, is 10, 53000 ton of ſhipping, and 1728 men; 

350 ton of ſhipping to carry them to market, each 100 ton, 

requiring cight men to navigate them, makes 3560 ton d 
2 | 


ſhipping, 4 men, oy . 
Hence the whale fiſhery employed in that year 14, O50 bo 
of ſhipping, and 2012 men. 


Bhipping and man employed in the Mackere) Fiſhery 
Ninety veſſels: of: forty ton each, navigated with fix men, 
—_— ton of ſhipping, and jaw | 
No pn of the Wow! ngland fiſhery employed 
45,880 ton an men in 1074. 
That is the whole . of the New Eagade 
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Q. Whether he believes that the fiſheries have increaſed 
or decreaſed fince 1764 ? 

A. Believes they have encreaſed very much, 

Q. What markets are the fiſh ſent to ? | 

A. The fiſh taken by the people of New England is in 
part ſent to the Spaniſh and other European markets, and 
the reſt to the Weſt Indies. 

Has he ever received any remittance from Europe for 
proceeds of fifh—I mean from Spain to Portugal? 

A. I do yearly receive remittances from Spain for: fiſh 
ſhipped from North America, but not from the New England 
fiſheries —My trade is not carried on to thoſe provinces. 

What is his opinion of what will be the conſequence 
of our not ſupplying the European markets for one ſeaſon 
whether it probably would. not be the loſs of that trade ? 

A. I can only give my opinion on this queſtion. I con- 
ceive, that ſhould the New England fiſhery be. ſtopt, the 
markets which have been ſupplied from thence, cannot be 
ſupplied from any other part. 

Q. Whether he has known any perſon concerned in the 
— N on the coaſt of North America from Great 

ritain * 

A. I ſhall ſpeak feelingly on that ſubject I was concerned 
nit myſelf, in the year 1760 or 1761. A conſiderable ſum 
of money was ſubſcribed to carry on. the whale fiſhery in 
the river and gulph of Saint Lawrence, and traits of Belliſle, 
from Great Britain, which money was put into my hands in 
order to manage and direct the fiſhery, Ships were to be 
fitted out from hence; and notwithſtanding every precaution 
was taken, ſuch was the event, that I believe three fourths 
of the capital was ſunk, and the fiſhery given up. 

Whether he knows of any rum of the manufacture of 
New England ſent to Quebec? 

A, I have known 1100 ton of Britiſh brandy ſhipped from 
the port of London in one year, and that trade is now ſup- 
planted by the rum trade from New England. 

Q. What return do the New England merchants receive 
for the rum ſent to Quebec ? 

A. A you deal of money, and a little wheat. 

: Whether the number of men employed in the cod and 
Male fiſhery were ſailors—I mean navigators ? 

A. I believe there is no conſtraint by law to oblige peo- 
ple fitting out their ſhips from New England to employ any 
number of green men—and that none of them are naviga- 


an ſtrictiy ſo called, though I believe them all "7 good 
Nn eamen. 
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at the ſame time, or ſucceed one another? 


part of Auguſt. 


England with fiſn do not carry leſs. 
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ſeame. The reaſon why I think ſo is, that their cod fiſher 
is fitted out on ſhares ; their men have a ſhare of what they 
take home: they take none but ſtout able bodied men, who xe 
accuſtomed to the ſeas. The whale fiſher can carry none but 
= ſeamen, for thoſe veſſels which carry thirteen men, do 
o, that they may man two boats; the others which 

ſeven men only, can man but one boat ; they muſt be exper 
rowers, and the few men left in the veſſel muſt know hoy 
to work her. As to the people employed in the macker!| 
fiſhery, I believe to be young people, by that means trained 
up for the other fiſheries. 

Q. Whether the mackerel and cod fiſheries are carried on 


A. The cod fiſhery is carried on from February to Sep- 
tember (or October I believe) the mackerel fiſhery can only 
laſt during the Summer months, June, July, and a fmall 


Q. Whether there are eight men to every 100 ton of ſhip 
ping actually employed to bring the produce of theſe fiſheric 


to market ? por 
A. As a merchant, I believe that ſuch veſſels as are ſent t 
from New England to the Spaniſh and other European ma iſ "i 
kets with fiſh, are ſeldom navigated with leſs than eig ( 
men to the 100 tons. From this kingdom, perhaps, I fn vt 
navigate them with ſeven, for our ſeamen are better an A 
more uſed to ſquare rigged ſhips than the Americans. Q 
Q. What ſort of veſſels are employed in bringing the il hea 
to the European market ? theſe 
A. TI believe the veſſels uſually employed in carrying fl A, 
from New England are ſquare rigged double decked velle hiher 
burthen from 120 to 160 tons. « N 
Q. How are they rigged ? | Q. 
A. When I ſaid ſquare rigged veſſels, I did not me Fhale 
ſloops and ſchooners, but ſhips, ſnows, and briggs. _ 
Q. Whether briggs and ſnows are not chiefly emplojt ere 
in that navigation ? - 
A. I can't ſay whether it is ſo or not. = 
Q. Whether briggs and ſnows do not require fewer 1 he Ve 
to navigate them than ſhips of the ſame burthen ? Ai 
A. I belive a ſhip of 160 tons will not take more men 1580 
navigate her in the Weſtern ocean, than a ſnow or brigg ac 
the ſame burthen. | | | Not 
Q.: Whether veſſels of 160 tons actually carry 12 1" 4 th 
A. I believe ſuch as are bound to Europe from Fw 


Q W 
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Q. Whether he means that the 20s. per quintal is 
qurrency or ſterling ? 

A. I meant ſterling money of Great Britain. 

. Is the fiſh dearer or cheaper now than in 1764? 

A. I believe cheaper. : 

Q. What is the price of New England fiſh at preſent ? 

A. I can't ſay. 

Q. Is the New England fiſh better than what is taken 
by ſhips fitted out from Great Britain ? 

A. A great deal better, 

Q. What are the returns from Spain and Portugal in pay- 
ment of the fiſh ? 

A. Bills of — returned to the merchants of Lon- 
don in payment for Britiſh manufactures ſent by them to 
North America, and ſome little part of. the proceeds of the 
ih is returned in ſalt. 

Q. Whether the hooks, lines, and ſmall cables, nets 
and other materials for carrying on this fiſhery is not ex- 
ported from this country ? 

A, I believe every thing, except ſalt and the timber of 
phich the veſſels are built, is carried from this country. 

Q. ls not the net proceeds of the fiſh remitted to this 
country ? | 

A, I believe it is. | 

Q. Whether the circumſtance of their catching their fiſh 
cheaper has not been the cauſe of their ſucceſs ? and whether 
theſe fiſheries could not be carried on out of Newfoundland? 

A. The only fiſhery I was ever engaged in, was the whale 
lſdery, which I never heard was carried on with ſucceſs out 
« Newfoundland. 

( Whether, if a bounty were given on the Newfoundland 
Whale fiſhery as well as on the Greenland-fiſhery, the 
- fiſhery might not be carried on as. advantageouſly 

hy | 

A. I believe not. My reaſon is, that the bounty on the 
Greenland fiſhery is confined to ſhips of a certain fize; 
tte veſſels proper for carrying on the whale fiſheries in 
tte American ſeas are ſmall, ſwift ſailors and eaſily ma- 
ged. The whale fiſhery in the Greenland ſeas is confined 
v certain diftance where they are ſure of finding whales 
A not at all; the veſſels from North America ſometimes 
take their whales on that coaſt, ſometimes on the coaſt 
Africa, and the Braſils, and even as far South as the 


akland Iſlands. | | | 
Naz Q. Whether 
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Q: Whether moſt of the Newfoundland fiſhers don'; 
return to this country to winter? | 

A. I believe they do. 

Q. Whether the whale fiſhery fitted out from England 
before mentioned did not fail on account of the ignorance 
- - the people of this country in the ſpermaceti whale 

ery! | br 
| A. The fiſhery which was fitted out under my direction 
was not for ſpermaceti whale,” but for the bone whale; 
ſpermaceti whales are ſeldom if ever found in the river or 
gulph'of St. Lawrence or the ſtraits of Belliſle. | 

Q Whether the fiſh ſhips do not catry back the ma- 
nufactures of Spain and other countries to North America? 
A. The returns are very trivial from thence, except 
in alt. 5 . * | 
Q. Whether there might not be other advantageous 
returns carried back ? | 1 25 
A. I have no doubt but there might; but the articles am 


ſo bulky that it would be difficult to ſmuggle them. c00 

Q. If care was not taken by our ſhips to prevent ſmuggl- WW 
ing, would not ſuch articles be ſmuggled ? / 
A. If care was not taken to prevent ſmuggling, the Ames it 
Ticans would doubtleſs ſmuggle all they ——_ pa 
Q. Does he not know there is great ſmuggling in WW Silb 
aa: | 5 | fake 
A. I do not know it. I never ſmuggled. Y the 


: What afe the ſhips crews compoſed of, - who 

de kd to foreign — 1 "ak 18 N. 
A. North Americans, I believe, in general. | 

F A. Whether the capital employed in the fiſheries bg 
North American or Engliſh'in the greater proportion? 
A. believe there are men of property in North Americt 
engaged in the fiſheries; but in general the. fiſheries are 
carried on with the capital of merchants in Great Britait, 
1 mean that the merchants of Great Britain have given 
credit to thoſe of North America, and that that credit 
is partly employed in the fiſheries,” and that the returns 
are made in the produce of the fiſheries. The information 
T wiſh to convey is, that if a merchant of England ſhould 
truſt 4 perſon concerned in the fiſhery of North Amer 
that perſon failing, the merchant of England would loſe his 
debt, and that this is all the concert? the merchants of Eng 
land have in the New England fiſheries, 

' Q. Do the merchants of England then intruſt the North 
Americans with their property Without any views of 1 7 a 


* 
- 


gas 
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A. The merchant has no doubt of compenſation for the 
riſk he runs. 

Q. Whether he apprehends that the credit given by the 
merchant of Great Britain, is for this or that particular trade, 
or in general ? | 

A. The merchants of England, when they ſupply goods 
and neceſſaries for the fiſheries to thoſe of New England, do 
it on commiſſion, and give them credit for a certain time, 
if not then paid they recive a legal intereſt for it till it 
1s paid. 

Q Whether any part of the fiſhery on the coaſt of New 
England, &c. is neceſſary for the ſupport of the New Eng- 
land people on ſhore ? 

A; I believe that very little of the cod - fiſn is conſumed. 
in New England. 

Q. Is the ſhad and alewife a neceſſary there? 

A. I believe in ſome parts of New England it is. 

„Whether methods uſed at Marblehead: to cure ther 
cod-hſh does not make it more valuable than that cured 
a Newfoundland ?' 

A. The nature of their cod-fiſh is ſuch, that the part 
ft to be ſent to Europe is more valuable at many of the 
paniſh markets than any other fiſh, and particularly at 
Bilboa ; it is owing to their being obliged to go ſo far to 
fake the fiſh ; hence it lays ſo long in the hold of the 
the ſhip, that it grows more mellow than. fiſh cured im- 
nediately after they are taken out of the ſea. | 

Whether the New England people do not cu 
fleir fiſh in ſuch a manner as to make it more valuable? 

A, There are natural advantages attending their fiſheries 
which I would explain. They go to take the firſt fare 
of fiſh in the month of February, when the wind gene- 
hilly blows from the Weſtward, that wind carries them 
v the bank where they take their fiſh.z the ſhips going 
tom Great Britain there, would have a much longer voyage, 
nd meet with that contrary wind. e Oy. 

YL Whence ariſes the greater value of their fiſh? Is it 

the method of curing it? 2E. off 

A. I believe that all the advantage their fiſh has over that 
f Newfoundland, ariſes from the cauſes already ſtated; and 
n the next place, as they take their fiſſ in deeper water, they 
lake larger fiſh, which are held in greater eſtimation; and 
lther I would obſerve, that veſſels carrying on the New- 

ndland fiſhery out of Great Britain are fifteen-fixteenths 
idem double decked ſquare rigged veſſels fit to ure 
| e . ts oe RAS | e 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 155 


the fiſh to Europe: hence they are not fo fit for carrying 
on the fiſheries as the ſchooners of New England; and if 
ſuch ſquare rigged double decked veſſels were employed 
in taking the fiſh, a great part of it might periſh before they 
could get into a place to cure it, 

Q. Whether he believes, the method of curing fiſh in 
New England does not make the fiſh better for land carriage 
than that of Newfoundland ? 

A. I belteve not. | 

Q. What markets would Bilboa and other Spaniſh ports 
reſort to for fiſh, if they could not get the fiſh of Ney 
England ? : | 

„* It is hard to ſay. The Pope might grant them a 
diſpenſing power to eat fleſh in the time of Lent, and th 

might not eat fiſh at all; but if they had not that ff 
from New England, they could get it from no other place, 

8 Whether the non- importation ſcheme, if ſtrictly ad. 
hered to, would not deſtroy their fiſhery ? 

A. There is no doubt of it. 
Q. Whether there are not great quantities of ſalted mac- 
kerel conſumed in New England? 
A. Believes very little. 
Q. How many ſhips from St. John fail to Liſbon 


with 


” 


 Baccalxo ? 
A. Can't fay. | 


Q. How many from New England? wht 
A. Believes the Portugal market takes very little—It gots Out 
td the Spaniſh market Bilboa he believes takes three fourths. ne, 
Q. How is Liſbon and Oporto ferved with Baccalxo! Eur 
A. From Newfoundland totally. 2 ht 
Q. Whether all the ſhips empioyed in the fiſhery for this 0 
kingdom do not go to the banks of Newfoundland? Ali 
A. I believe they muſt all go to the banks before they are Wl ſum 
at Newfoundland, where they generally lay up, and carry 9 A, 
their fiſhery in ſhallops. ſuch 
Q. Whether they don't fiſh in as deep waters, and catch dr. 
as large cod as the people of New England? Q. 
A. The New England fiſhermen do not all go to the ban A 
of Newfoundland ; there are other banks, ſuch as thoſe o Q. 
the iſle of Sable, cape Sable, and the iſle of Shoal. Cin 
Q. Whether the fiſh are not as large on the banks d A. 
Newfoundland, as in any other place? Cured 
A. I have no doubt but the fiſhing veſſels out of Nen or fl 


ſoundland, do take as large cod as the New England vellel 
but in general not. | % 
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Q. What's the price of a gallon of rum now, at New 
England ? 

fi I can't ſay what is is now; but a year back about 1s, 
2d. ſterling. | 

Q What is the price of a gallon of rum at Barbadoes, or 
my other of the Weſt-India iſlands ? 

A. I never had any concern in that trade, I ſpeak at ran- 
dom, perhaps 28. 4d. or 28. 6d. 

Q. What is the reaſon that the people in New England, 
can diſtill rum cheaper than they can in the iſlands ? 

A. They carry cargoes from New England of lumber and 
fiſh to the iſlands, with the proceeds of which they purchaſe 
molaſſes, which they diſtil into rum, and carry part of it to 
Africa, where they buy ſlaves, and carry them back to eat 
up the fiſh, 

Queſtion repeated. | 

A. The Jamaica fiſh which is not fit for the market, they 
ſell at the foreign iſlands in the Weſt-Indies. The French 
are not allowed to diſtil the molaſſes, therefore they ſell it 
cheap; and take in return fiſh and lumber, which the New 
England people would not ſell elfewhere. | 

Q, Whether the fiſhermen are employed all the year in the 
ſame fiſheries, or in ſucceſſion ? | 

A. I did not ſay the ſeamen were employed in different 
fiberies—T ſaid, that the mackerel fiſhery could only employ 
them during the ſummer months ; and I will now add, that 
when the cod fiſhermen come home, they lay up till they go 
out again the next ſeaſon, and the like with the whale fiſher- 
men, Some of the ſhips employed in carrying the fiſh to 
Lurope may come here from Spain, to load with the manu- 
laftures of this country for North America, 

Q. Is there not a trade of conſequence with the ports ef 
Alicant, Barcelona, and other ports of Spain for inland con- 
ſumption ? 

A. I believe that they caſually ſend to ſuch ports; but 
ſuch is the nature of their fiſh, that it will not bear land 
ariage,” therefore is generally conſumed in their ſea ports. 

. Whether it is not carried to the ports of Italy? 

A. U believe very little. 

Q. Is there not a trade eſtabliſhed in the Baltic from 
Chriftianftad-and Archangel, in order to rival our fiſheries ? 

A. Fiſh taken in the Baltic is called ſtock fiſh—that is cod 
pF the froſt, and do not hold in that eſtimation with 

4 | 


ö Q. Whether 
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ſupply them with mud fiſh. 
foundland fiſhery with equal advantage with France? 


near ſo much in proportion to its bulk. 


not: that it is exported from thoſe parts I am l g 
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Q. Whether if upon a ſuppoſition, the trade to the por; 
of the Mediterranean from America being ſtopt, it would 
not give advantage to the trade of the Baltic ? 

A. A very proportionable conſequence. 

Q If Spain could not provide herſelf with New Englani 
fiſh, could ſhe ſupply herſelf any where elſe ? 

A. I can't tell. 

Q. Will France ſupply it? 

A. France having free acceſs to the ports of Spain, would 


Q_ Whether the people of Great Britain carry on the Ney. 


A. No doubt, with much greater advantage. 

Q.: How, if this reſtriction takes place, are the Weſt-Indies 
to be ſupplied with fiſh ? 

A. The Weſt-Indies would not be ſupplied in that caſe, 

2 —＋ Chriſtianſtad or Archangel in the Baltic? 

. No. 

Q. Is Chriſtianſtad in Ruſſia or Denmark? 

A. In Denmark. 70 

Q. Does he know of the fiſh trades eſtabliſhed there? ( 

A. I do not; but believe it is particularly in the ſtock-fil, WM the 
with which the navy have been ſupplied. / 

Q. Is the ſtock-fiſh equal to our cod-fiſh ? ( 

A. There is not any falt uſed in curing ſtock-fiſh, and it fr 
bears a greater price—it is much drier, and does not weigh 


Q. Is it uſed in the Mediterranean in the room of our cod! 
A. Can't fay. | 
Whether it is for the intereſt of Great Britian to hare 
the Newfoundland fiſhery ſupplied with New England rum, 
or with Britiſh corn ſpirits ? 
A. I believe it is the intereſt of this country, to ſupply the 
fiſheries with every neceſſary on the cheapeſt terms, and that 


New England rum is ſupplied them at a much lower pi Q 
than Britiſh. Foul 
Q. Whether there is not a trade between Ruſſia and t A. 
other powers of the Baltic, with the Mediterranean for ſtocł u fy 
fl? L 
A. I can't ſay. they { 

Q.: Whether it is not exported from Chriſtianſtad A. 
Archangel ? the ci 
A. I don't know whether Spain and Italy uſe ſtock- f ¶ aer. 
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O. Whether ſtock-fiſh was not formerly uſed on board 
N ſhips? | 
A, I believe it was. L 
ls it now? 

A. Don't know. 

Q. How many veſſels failed from New England for the 
cod fiſhery, to the banks of Newfoundland ? | 

A, I believe that the veſlels from Newfoundland which 
proceed on the fiſhery in February, do not generally go ſo 
far as the banks of Newfoundland. hs 

. Whether the refuſe fiſh and lumber, which goes to the 
Welt-Indies, the merchants to whom they are conſigned are 
not ſometimes authorized to ſell the whole both ſhip and car- 
goes, and ſend home the proceeds to this country? 

A. Ves. | 
From what ports do the ſhipping employed in the New 
England fiſhery, fit out ? 

A, The greater part of them from Marblehead, Salem, 
and Cape Anne for the cod fiſhery, and for the whale fiſhery 
from Nantucket, | 
Q. Whence do they draw the materials for carrying on 
their fiſheries ? 

A. From Great Britain all. 

Q. Whether ſuppoſing the trade of New England was 

ſtopped for five years, the veſſels fitted out in England, for 

the banks of Newfoundland, would not ſupply the markets 

vith iſh, now ſupplied by New England? 

A, I believe not, and that a very valuable part of the 

kibery belonging to Great Britain would thereby be loſt, 

Whether that is matter of fact, or of opinion? 

A. Of opinion. | 

Queſtion repeated. 

A. It is not poſſible for me to ſay, what will certainly be 

the conſequence of ſuch a ſtoppage. 

Q. Whether the banks of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia 

would not ſupply the loſs of the New England fiſheries ? 
Nova Scotia is an infant colony, it - not a capital 

to ſupport this fiſhery. 

Q. Whether if the New England fiſheries were ſtopped, 
bey could not be carried on from Great Britain? 

A. I am of opinion, that the ſtopping of one fiſhery, and 
tte creation of another, would take up much time, and in the 
terval the trade would be loſt, | 

Q Whether there is not an eſtabliſhed fiſhery - on the 
kaksof Newfoundland from the welt of England; and if the 

Oo fiſheries 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


fiſheries of New England were ſtopped, they would not en- 
creaſe to ſupply it deficiencies ? 

A. The welt country people _—_ on the fiſhery on 
the banks of Newfoundland, would no doubt exert their 
endeavours, but their efforts would fall ſhort. 

Q. Why? 

A. In the firſt place, one great material neceſſary for car. 
rying on the fiſheries is men, and you have them not; the 
next is money, and I am pretty clear their capitals are fully 
employed : having therefore neither men nor money, nor 
—1 built for the trade, hence I think it could not be car. 

on. | 
_ Q. How do you know want men ? 

A. On this foundation, I have given my opinion ; that 
now, when all the ſhips are ſuppoſe! to be at home, I have 
been obliged to pay 38s. per month for ſeamen, when this 
time twelve months, I paid only 28s. 

How does he know this country will not furniſh a ca- 
pital to carry on this trade to any degree? 

A. I have no doubt, but if government would ſupply men, 
money, and ſhips, they will find merchants enough to carry 
at on. 

Q. How does he know the merchants of this country 
will not furniſh money to carry on this trade ? 

A. Only from general knowledge that the merchants ca- 
pitals, who are concerned in the Etheries, are already fully 
employed, 

Q. Is the trade of this country carried on by government, 
in men, ſhips, or money ; or are not the merchants capadle 
of carrying on the trade of this country to any extent? 

A. er, that were the New England fiſheries to be 
ſtopped, the merchants who carry on the Newfoundland 
fiſheries could not furniſh, at this time, either men or money 
to on ſuch additional fiſheries, 

Q. does he know that? j 

A. I deliver it as my opinion, from general commercid 


ledge only. 
Ks 


ether he knows there ever was a time, when the 

trade on the banks of Newfoundland have been ſtopped for 
want of men ? | 

A. Have no doubt, but that during the late war, when 

men were ſcarce, that the Newfoundland trade decreaſed; 

but ſince the peace it has increaſed very much, which | ats 


net to the facility of getting men, Q, Don 
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Q. Does he know of any time, when the Newfoundland 
ſhery ſtopped for want of men? 

A. Can't point out the preciſe time when ſtopped ; but 
have heard from the Newfoundland people, complaints of 
the great difficulty of getting men, when the nation was 
lately _— againſt Spain. & 

Q. Whether Nova Scotia and Quebec could not carry on 
theſe fiſheries ? 

A. Nova Scotia and Quebec have neither veſſels nor men of 
their own; nor could they be with either but from New 
England, even ſhould you ſupply them with all the money 
neceffary for carrying them on. 

Q. Whether the New England people do not get our coun- 
tymen to fiſh for them? | 

A, Believe not. 

Q. Whether there is not, among the Weſt Country fiſh- 
ermen, a general complaint of want of employment ? 

A. Do not know of any ſuch complaint. 

Q. Did he ever know it? 

A. Don't recollect I ever did. | 
Whether the people of New England can't fit out their 
$ cheaper than thoſe ſent from the weſt of England? 

A. I have no doubt but the people of New England can 

carry on the fiſhery at a much leſs expence than any other 


people, 
Withdrew. 
Mr, Stephen Higginſon. Mr. Stephen 
Of what country is he? Higginſea. 


A. From Salem. in the Maſſachuſſets Bay, a merchant, 

: Whether there is as much corn, and other proviſions, 
produced in that province, as will ſupply che inhabitants ? 

A, Apprehend not. | 

Q. Whether there is ſufficient corn, and other proviſions, 
run in all the New England provinces, for their ſup- 
port! | 

A, No, | | 

Q From whence do they receive additional ſupport ? - 

A, From the Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland, and New 
York chiefly. — 
Whether he is acquainted with the trade of the fiſhe- 
nes carried on in New England. | 

A. Not much acquainted with the whale fiſhery, but have 
Conſiderable knowledge of the cod fiſhery. : 

How many veſſels are employed in the cod fiſhery ?- 

A. About 700 veſlels. 

O0 2 Q. Of 
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other towns, are a very quiet and ſteady ſet of men. They 
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Q. Of what burthen are they? tl 

A. Five hundred of them eſtimated from 40 to 70 tons; 
the other 200 from about 15 to 40. 

Q: How many hands do 700 veſlels carry? 

A. On an average they carry about ſix. 
80825 0 many 2 are employed on ſhore for the cod 
* | 

A. About half the number are employed in curing the fiſh 
that there is in taking of them, 

Q. How many veſſels employed in carrying the fiſhery to 
market ? 

A. Should imagine about 350, from 70 or 80 tons, to about 
2 or 180; they carry about eight hands, one with ano- 

er. 

Q: What would theſe people do, if the fiſhery wa 
ſtopped. 

A. I can't readily reſolve that queſtion ; ſuppoſe they would 
remain where they are, as long as they could ſubſiſt, in hopes 


of bein engaged in their old employment. 
g 2 But when that hope failed, and they could no longer 
ubhſt? 
A. Then they will, probably, go elſewhere. 
Q. Whether they would ſettle at Halifax ? 
A. In general I think not. 
Q. Why? 
A. Several reaſons: one is, the fiſhermen in Salem, and 


eſteem the people of Halifax to be diſſolute, and of a quite 
contrary turn. I think, therefore, they would not fit down 
among a people ſo different in their manners. Another rea- 
ſon is, that they think the government of Halifax is arbitrary, 
and have a terrible notion of it. Another, thoſe who have 
been there, have diſliked the country very much, as being in- 
hoſpitable, and affording but a very hand and coarſe fare, 

Q. Would they go to Miguelon and St. Pierre, and fil 
for France ? 

A. Don't think they would generally ; from Marblehead 
ſome perhaps would. 

Q. Why would they from thence ? 

A. Becauſe the people there are of various nations, Span 
ards, Portugueſe and Dutch ; but the others are born in the 
towns where they live, have tenements and freeholds there, 
and would not leave their place of abode, I conceive. 

Q. From whence do the manufaQtures uſed in New Eng- 
land come ? | Al 
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A. I ſuppoſe from Great Britain. Rr E 

Q. How do they pay for them ? | 

A. By the proceeds of the cod and whale fiſheries chiefly, 

Q Do you receive molaſſes in return for fiſh ? 

A. A great quantity. 

Q. What do they r with it ? . 

A. It is chiefly manufactured into rum; part is conſumed 
in America, and part exported, 

Q. Are the merchants of Maſſachuſſets Bay in debt to G 
Britain? IEG 

A. Certainly. | 

. If the fiſhery is ſtopped, what other means of paying 
their debts ? 1515 | 

A. I know of no means, but the articles of pot and pearl 
aſh, lumber, furs, ſhips, and flax-ſeed. 

. What would that be in compariſon to the debts ? 

A. Very ſmall. 

Whether ſuppoſing the fiſhery ſtopped in New Eng- 
nd, and allowed in Nova Scotia, they would not follow the 
tſhery in Nova Scotia? 8 

A. I don't think they would. 

Q. Whether there is not a conſtant export of proviſions 
om New England to the Weſt Indies ? | 

A. There is from Connecticut and the Maſſachuſſets; they 
xport cattle and other live ſtock. 


d „ Whether Indian corn is not exported to the Weſt In- 
y Wii: 

e A. Don't know that there is any. 

n Q. Is not proviſions carried to Newfoundland? 

* 


A, They ſupply the Newfoundland fiſhery conſiderably 

ich rice, bread, and flour. 

Q Why the Spaniards and Portugueſe of Marblehead 

= be more afraid of going to Halifax, than Miguelon and 

. Pierre, | 

A. I don't know that they would. 

Elf they ſend their fiſh to Spaniſh markets this year, 

ould they not bring back the proceeds to America, and not 

d Great Britain? | 

A. l imagine the proceeds of the fiſh would center here this 

ar as uſual. 

Withdrew. 

Called in again. | 

Whether the Indian corn and flour exported from the 

Y, for the Newfoundland fiſhery, is not imported from Ca- 

nm, Penſylvania, and New Vork? FP 
„It 
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A. It is. 'The bread and corn exported to Newfoundland 
fiſhery is not one-eighth part of the corn and flour imported 
from the ſouthern colonies. 

Q. Is not part of the exports to Spain the manufacture of 
New England? ” 

A. No. 

Q. Does he know whether the debt due to the merchants of 
Great Britain is regularly paid, or not ? 

A. They have been paid with leſs punRuality for the four 
or five years laſt paſt, than before. 

Q. To what do you attribute that ? 
A To their having imported in the years 1970, 1771 and 
1772, more goods than was ſufficient for their market, 

Q. Do the merchants of England ſtill continue to truſt the 
Americans ? | 

A. I know of no inſtance of their having refuſed to give 
them credit. 

Q: Whether this bill will enable the merchants to pay their 
debts better ? 

A. Certainly not. The alteration will be quite the reverſe, 
and will cut off the ſource of payment. 

Q. Does he underſtand the ſtate of the French fiſhery on 
Newfoundland ? 

A. Not particularly ; but have learnt from our fiſhermen, 
that they have of late encreaſed it. 

Q It the fiſhery fram New England was topped; would 
not the French have a part of it ? | 

A. .Suppoſe they might. 

Q. Is he acquainted with the method of the French 
kſhery? | 

A. Yes. | GN | 

Q. Do the French fiſh for themſelves, or buy it of the 
New-England fiſhermen ? 

A. I never heard of their buying any. x 

Q. 9 the French cure the fiſh as well as the New Eng: 

men 

A. I don't imagine they can; for the ſame reaſon, that tit 
Newfoundland fiſh is not ſo well cured, the climate bei 
more ſubject to fogs. ; 

Q. Whether, if the provinces are reſtrained from fiſhing 
their nets would not rot, and materials become unſervi 

A. They certainly would, very ſoon. | 

Q Whether, if this bill takes place, the proyinces moll 
be in diſtreſs. for want of proviſions ? 
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A. 1 imagine they will. | 
Q. Whether the people of Nantucket, who follow the 
whale fiſhery, will not be ruined by its being ſtopped ? 
A. They muſt be intirely ruined, 
Q. Could the people of Great Britain cure-the fiſh as well 
z the New Englandmen ? 
A. They may as dry, but the quality of the fiſh will be in- 
ferior, 


Q. Is there not a coaſt fiſhery, for the ſupply of freſh 
z 


fiſh * 
A. A vaſt deal; in the ſea- ports of Maſſachuſſets Bay, 
quarter of the people live on freſh fiſh, 
Q. Does it extend to the four provinces ? 
A. Not in the ſame degree. 
What would become of thoſe articles, pot aſh, &c. if 
not exported ? | 
A, I ſuppoſe the manufacture of pot and pearl aſh would | 
ceaſe, till the trade opened again. | | 
Whether the non-exportation agreement would not af- 
ſet the merchants here, as much as the bill? | 
A. | believe not; thoſe articles being not above three- = 
wentieths of the whole. | 
| 


Does he know any thing of the ſale of the fiſh in the 
_ ports, and of the conſumption inland ? 
Ves. 
Q Whether the New England fiſh is ſent as far inland, as 
the Newfoundland fiſh. 2 
A. The early ſpring fiſh from New England is ſent fur- 
ter, it being much tougher ; and, for this quality, a muck 
greater price is given than for the Newfoundland fiſh. 
N 5 you know this to be fact? | 
, O, 
Q Whether fiſh cured in Newfoundland, is carried to 
Portugal, and thence to the Brazils ? 
K Wehen agreement wil 
Whether the non- importation t will not 
Rat their ſending the fiſh to the Weſt India iſlands? ou 
A, Apprehenc not, 
Withdrew, wet 
Mr. John Lane. He is a New England merchant. Mr, Jeb 
& What ſum of money is due to London ently from. the Lan-. 
wm provinces in New England? eſt 
A, I believe there may be near a millionof due, 
Whether remittances made from thoſe provinees for 
laſt twelye mouths, have not beep as good W 


274 


Qi. Does this trade yield a profit? 
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A. I found no great difference. 
Q. Whether in caſe no interruption is given to the trade 
to New England, that his houſe will not as freely give cre. 
dit to their correſpondents there, as heretofore ? 
A. Certainly I ſhould truſt them as uſual, if there wx 
no interruption in the trade. 5 
Q. How are the remittances uſually made? 
A. In oil, pot and pearl aſhes, whale fins, and from re. 
turns for the cod fiſhery from Portugal and Spain ? 
* Whether the returns are not chiefly made from the 
ery ? 
© take the cod fiſhery to be one third or near one half, 
Q.: To what ſums have thoſe returns amounted in a year? 
A. The cod fiſhery is about 220,000 or 230, cool. and 
that is half nearly of the remittances ; the other articles are 
as follows from New England from May 1772 to May 
1773, in oil near 100,0c0l, in pot and pearl aſh nei 
40,000l. furs 75001]. whale fins 5000l. lumber 3500), 
This is to the port of London only. 
The whole amount is about 1 55,0001. 
From May 1773 to May 1774, the quantity and value 
was encreaſed ; oil 114,640]. pot and pearl aſh 33,800, 
furs 9300l. whale ſkins 3500]. lumber 2500. 
Q. What ſum does he think might be returned in theſe 
articles in that year ? We 
A. I apprehend about 420, oool. 
Q. How long has the debt of 1, ooo, oool. been accruing ? 
A. It is very difficult to ſay ; but I ſuppoſe a debt to ſuch 
an amount might accrue in leſs than three years. 
Q. Is not intereſt paid after the year's credit expires ? 
A. Yes. | 
Q. Is it punQually paid ? 
A. Our intereſt is paid on a running account; and if ms 
are ever paid, we are paid intereſt as well as principal. 
Q. Can a conſtant loſing trade be carried on? 
A. We have other reſources in this trade; namely in ſhips 
built purpoſely for ſale, with their freights from the Weh 
Indies; beſides bills of exchange in return for lumber ; 9 
the lumber is to no great amount. 


A. It certainly does. 
a Q Whether mw intereſt on the principal is not inclui 
in the remittances 
A. It certainly is? E 
E Q How long has the debt of one million been , | 
3} 2 ' 
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A. It is impoſſible to anſwer that queſtion ; believe I can 
only ſpeak with reſpect to myſelf ; we never tell one another 
how long our debts have been due, f 

Q. Whether you give more than one ee credit? 

A. Never; but we think ourſelves well paid if we receive 
our money in two years, and then expect intereſt on our 
fincipal. 

b C Whether the merchants of New England muſt not 
te ruined and become incapable of paying their debts if this 
bill ſhould paſs ? | 

A. Yes, if it is carried into a law and remain fo, 

Q. Whether the nine tenths of all the remittances are not 
conveyed by means of the fiſheries ? 

A. I have made no calculation of it, but believe it is not 
much ſhort of it. | 
Q. You ſaid that the amount of the fiſheries came to about 
20,0001, in one year? 

A. I mean only the cod fiſhery, and not the whale fiſhery ; 
and both fiſheries together are almoſt our whole dependence. 
Whether this million debt has not accrued within 
eſe fix months? | 
A, I can't tell how to anſwer that queſtion ; we have ex- 
ported goods as uſual for the five or ſix months preceding the 
j0n-importation agreement. | 
Q. Whether conſiderable fortunes have not been made 
a this trade? | 
A, I don't recolle& any great fortunes tnade ; that is, T 
jon't remember any perſon retiring from this trade on having 
hace an eaſy fortune by it. 

Are there more failures in that trade than in any other? 
A. I think not; the trade is confined in a few hands; I 
let only one houſe having ſtopped payment. 

Q Is it now in fewer hands than formerly it was? 

A, By the failure of that houſe it is leſſened, but not more 
un that one. | 

C Have not many withdrawn themſelves from this trade? 
A, Some have conſiderably. | 
Where? 

A. At Briſtol. | 

Q Why have they done ſo? | 
A, I can give no particular account why; the Briſtol peo- 
uſe to complain of want of remittances. | 

(. * a merchant withdraw himſelf from a gaining 


A, Certainly not,. 
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| 
| | 
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Q. Whether quick returns, on ſmall profit, are not the life 

of trade? | 

A. It certainly is; but we have not had ſuch good fortune 

with America: but quick returns can't be had, in the nature 

of things, from Maſſachuſſets Bay. 

Q. Whether the trade to New England has been encrezſ. 

ing, or decreaſing ? | 
A. Increaſing for ſeveral years. 

Q. Can a trade encreaſe without adequate payments? 
A. The payments are adequate, though they come ſlowly 
Q. Whether trade in a few hands, is as beneficial as wheq 

it is in more hands? 

A. Don't know how to anſwer this queſtion. | 
Q. Whether he is acquainted with Mr. Reeve of Briſtol? 

A. Yes; he was a North American merchant, and carrie 

on as large a trade as any houſe in London. eve 

Q. Was he not ruined by the American trade? yo} 

A. He had many bad debts, and therefore could not ſati- 

fy the demands on him. 

Q. Has he not heard, that his misfortunes proceeded fron 
other cauſes ? 


ot /-) & YEP Ip ay 


A, Has heard fo. "NT for 
Q. Whether the merchant who gives improper credit mui trad 
not be ruined by that trade in which he gives ſuch credit! WM delp 

A. This is the caſe in every trade in the world. of ti 

Q. If the reſolutions of the congreſs ſhould be adhered of tain, 
will it not equally affect the remittances to the merchants in oi 
Great Britain as this bill ? : Nort 

A. 1 don't think ſo. | Bay, 

Q_ Whether the merchants do not carry on buſineſs, 250 Dart 
ries, * though the parties to the trade are lok K 
by it? 5 

Fo This queſtion, as to the New England trade, is imme, ar 
terial, as the ſhips in the trade belong generally to the Ant = 
ricans, | ; 


Q. What is the annual value of the exports from Gr 
Britain to New England ? 

A. About 440 or 450,c00l. | 

Q. In what manner then is the million of debt to. be p 


off in two years. | 
A. I faid it might be done in two or three years, t C. 
in all our reſources, 2 A. ! 
Q. Whether he apprehends, that in any trade where & 


is given, the whole of the debt can be paid at any one W 


w 
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A. I don't well underſtand this queſtion ; J rather think it 
may be done, but it is not uſual. | 

Withdrew. | 

Mr. Seth Fenkins. He comes from the iſland of Nantucket ; Mr. Sb 
there are between 5 and 6000 inhabitants there, men and boys, Jin: 
employed in the whale fiſnery; they have no other employ- 
ment there. About 20 families can be maintained from the pro- 
duce of the iſland, which is fifteen miles long and three broad. 
There is only one harbour there, and 140 veſſels belong to it, 
132 of which are employed in the whale fiſhery, burthen 
from 50 to 150 tons. They belong chiefly to the people call- 
ed Quakers ; nine-tenths of the people on the iſland are 
Quakers, They fail at all ſeaſons of the year for the whale 
fiſhery ; they fiſh on all parts of the coaſt of America, ſome- 
times on the coaſt of Africa, and the coaſt of the Brazils, and 
even as far as the Falkland iſlands, The longeſt time of a 
yoyage is twelve months; ſome make two or three trips in a 
year; I mean thoſe that fiſh on the coaſt of America, The 
land is ſupplied with corn and other proviſions for their 
ſupport, from Virginia, Carolina, New York, Philadelphia, 
and Connecticut; four ſail go in a year to North Carolina 
for proviſions and naval ſtores ; two or three in the conſtant 
trade to New York, and two in the conſtant trade to Phila- 
lelphia. They bring back ſhip-bread and flour. The people 
of this iſland receive all their manufactures from Great Bri- 
tain, chiefly from London, and pay for them by remittances 
in oil. The whole number of the whale fiſhery ſhips from 
North America is 309: they come 48 of them from Boſtan 
Bay, 8 from Falmouth, 6 from Martha's Vineyard, 55 from 
Dartmouth, 45 from Rhode Iſland and Providence, 12 from 
New York, 3 from Connecticut, 132 from Nantucket. 

Q In caſe this bill ſhould paſs, and the trade was reſtrain- 
ed, and fiſhery prevented, what would the inhabitants of Nan- 
tucket do? 

A. I think theſe people would be induced to ſtay at home, 
In hopes that ſo ſevere a law would ſoon be repealed. | 
Q When they could no longer ſubſiſt on the iſland, what 
hen would they do ? + 
A. They muſt emigrate to the continent, and ſettle there in . 
e beſt manner they could. | 
2 Weald they go to Halifax, and ſettle there ? 

* NO 


* Why do you think ſo? ; | 
A, Becauſe it is a military government, and the ſoil of the 
| Pp2 country 


— 
* 
7 - 
= * 


80 there. 


A. Yes, two or three; but they caught no fiſh. I faney 


to the continent, and ſettle there, whether the fiſhermen 
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country is very bad; and there is nothing to induce them bo 


* . . 


Q. Whether you have known any veſſels go from England 
to the coaſt of Africa to fiſh for whales? 0 

it was becauſe they did not know how. It requires long ei- 
perience, the were whale fiſhery eſpecially. 
Q. If the inhabitants of Nantucket are obliged to emi 


ould return to the ifland again 
A. It is impoſſible for me to tell. | th 
Whether the inhabitants of the iſland don't depend, ce 
for their ſubſiſtence, on the fiſh they catch on the coaſt? = en 
A. Not ſo much as on thoſe they catch abroad; ſome from for 
towns of the provinces do, but not in general. „ 
Q. How long could they ſubſiſt without the fiſhery ? fiv 
A. Perhaps three months, © 1 ki 
Withdrew. 3 ö 


Mr. David Mr. David Barclay. I will now, with the indulgence f WM ge 


Barclay. 


this Honourable committee, take the liberty to make a fey be 


remarks on the evidence which has been given, truſting, i of 
that ſhould I make any improper obſervations, I ſhall ſtand AW thi 
aware” Bog being in a ſituation in which I am entirely un- 
accuſtomed, By the evidence of Stephen Higginſon and MW of 
Captain Jenkins, I think it was fully proved, that by tbe un 
operation of this bill, ſhould it paſs into a law, the inbab- to 
tants of ſome of the provinces may probably, by the clauſe 


which is to reſtrain their trade, be reduced to famine; and K 
that by the deprivation of their fiſheries, that calamity will that 
not only be encreaſed, but a great number of innocent ſub-WW paſt 
ets undergo a puniſhment which they do not deſerve, Jinc 
y their occupation, the majority of them are the moſt pati don 
of the year at ſea, and conſequently muſt have been abſco_ii tece 
from diſturbances at home, | | 
That by the evidence of captain Jenkins, the inhabitant 7 
of the iſland of Nantucket, will ina greater degree be effected H that 
the barrenneſs of their ſoil, and they are the more to be cm nay 
miſerated, becauſe, had that iſland remained within the diſtiq i i, 
of the province of New York, as it was originally, they would rat: 
not have been included in this bill, it being but about ix" Ritt 
years ſince the iſland of Nantucket was made a part of the prot 
vince of the Maſſachuſſets Bay, a circumſtanee that doubtl WM Co 
many of this honourable committee know: to which may rte 
added, that as the inhabitants are peaceable and induſtrious, 1 Or 
py the principles of the majority and the occupation of 4 Jort t 
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they are innocent ſubjects, it appears extremely hard that they 
ſhould be included in this ſevere puniſhment, When I ſay 
principles, I don't mean to be underſtood, that the people 
called Quakers have not the ſame regard for civil and religi- 
ous liberty, as their fellow ſubjects, but that their principles 
lead them to ſuffer oppreſſion more patiently than others, and 
not without a hope that their ſuperiors, by proper and re- 
ſpectful remonſtrances, may give them relief, for reſiſtance 
they cannot adopt, x x | 

By the evidence of both, it appears, how unfavourable are 
their ideas of the government and country of Hallifax ; how 
certain it is that theſe ſeafaring people will be conſtrained to 
emigrate elſewhere for ſubſiſtence, and how probable that 
ſome of them may go to the French, | | 

By the evidence of Brooke Watſon, it appears how exten- 
fve the fiſheries were in 1764, and by Higginſon and Jen- 
kins, how very much they are ſince encreaſed. 

By the evidence of John Lane, the large debt due from 
the provinces of New England ; and that if the fiſheries ſhould 
te ſtopped, how little is to be expected from their other means 
of remittance when compared to the demands on them, from 
this country, : 

By Watſon, Higginſon, and Jenkins, the impractibility 
pf carrying on theſe fiſheries to an equal extent and ad- 
yantage from Great Britain; and how dangerous it will be 
v divert out of its uſual channel, a certain trade, the advan- - 
tyres of which centre in this kingdom. => 

From all theſe combined circumſtances, I am led to believe, 
bat this honourable committee will ſee the impropriety of 
ng the fiſhery bill into a law; and I truſt will, be con- 
jinced that the merchants and traders of the city of Lon- 
don do not trouble this Houſe with petitions, but when the 
teceſſity of the caſe abſolutely requires it, and that their anx- 

to be heard at this bar, before meaſures are adopted, 
[ ay, before meaſures are adopted, proceeds from the belief, 
Mat they have it in their power, to give ſuch information as 
day enable the honourable Houſe, conſiſtent with its wiſdom, 
It juſtice, and its dignity, to adopt meaſures the moſt ad-. 
Mitageous to the landed and commercial intereſt of the whole 
Arti Empire. p : 
| mpire, 
March 1. 


Committee went chrough the bill and ordered it to be te- 


Ported on the 6th. mom | mes 
Ordered that Mr. Benjamin Liſter be examined on the re- 
Port touchin the petition from Poole, 1 
Adjour ned to March 3. Lord 
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March 3. 


Lord North preſented to the Houſe, by his Majeſty's command, the 
following papers. | 


Extract of a Letter from Governor Franklin, to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
dated Perth-amboy, February 1ſt, 1775. 


[ Received February 28.] 


THE oe aſſembly of this province are now ay. being con- 
pg = on the 11th of laſt month, in order to tranſact the public 
buſineſs. | 


At the opening of the ſeffion, I had ſome hopes of prevailing on the 
houſe of repreſentatives not to approve of the proceedings of the ge-. 
neral congreſs held at Philadelphia, for which purpoſe a paragraph of 
my ſpeech was particularly calculated. But the delegates from this 
province took the alarm, and uſed their utmoſt endeavours with the 
members, to perſuade them to give their approbation to thoſe proceed. 
ings, as otherwiſe one grand end the congreſs had in view would be 
entirely fruſtrated, namely, the preſerving an appearance of unani. 
mity throughout the colonies, without which, they ſaid, their mes- 
ſures could not have that weight and efficacy with the government and 
people of Great Britain as was intended. 

The ſcheme, however, met with ſome oppoſition in the houſe, ever 
member propoſing to defer the conſideration of it to a future time, 0 
to give their approbation to only ſome parts of the proceedings of the 
congreſs ; but by the artful management of thoſe who eſpouſed the 
meaſure, it was carried through precipitately, the very morning it 
propoſed, as your lordſhip will ſee by a copy of their reſolutions not 
- inclofed, Which were all previouſly prepared for the purpoſe. 


Copy of the Reſolves of the Aſſembly of New Jerſey, and of their Addr 
© © to the Governor. | 
N =o Houſe of Aſſembly, January 25, 1775 
MX. Crane, and Mr. Kenſey 00 ore the Houfe the proceeding 
of the continental congreſs held at Philadelphia in September ial 
which were read, | oy 
On the queſtion whether the houſe approve of the ſaid proceedin; 
it paſſed in the affirmative. "I 
Reſolved, That this houſe do unanimouſly approve of the proce 
eſolved unanimouſly, That James Kenſey, Stephen Crane, Wi 
liam Livingſton, John De-Hart and Richard Smith, Eſqrs; (ot ® 
three of them) be, and they are hereby appointed to attend the be 
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nental congreſs of the colonies, intended to be held at the city of Phi- 
hdelphia in May next, or at any other time and place; and that they 
report their proceedings to the next ſeſſions of general — in- 
ſructing the ſaid d _ to propoſe and agree to every reaſonable 
and conſtitutional meaſure, for the accommodation of the unhappy 
differences at preſent ſubſiſting between our mother country and the 
colonies, which the houſe — ardently wiſh for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tranſmit a copy of the foregoing re- 
ſolutions, to the Speakers of the aſſemblies of New York and Pen- 
filyania. ; | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this houſe be given to 
james Kenſey, Stephen Crane, William Livingſton, John De-Hart, 
and Richard Smith, Eſqrs; for their faithful and judicious diſcharge 
of the truſt repoſed in them at the laſt continental congrefs. 


To his Excellency William Franklin, Eſq; Captain General, Gover- 
nor, and Commander in Chief, in and over the Colony of New 
Jerſey and territories thereon depending in America, Chancellor 
and Vice Admiral in the ſame, &c. | 


The humble Addreſs of the Repreſentatives of ſaid Colony in General 
| Aſſembly convened. ; 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


WE his Majeſty's loyal and dutiful ſubjects, the repreſentatives of 
the colony of New Jerſey, in general aſſembly convened, have taken 
into our conſideration your excellency's ſpeech at the opening of the 
preſent ſeſſion. | 
We ſhould have been glad, that your excellency's inclinations to 
me given us as early an opportunity of tranſacting the public buſi- 
neſs as was conſiſtent with our conveniency, had terminated in a 
manner more agreeable to your deſign, and more favourable to us, 
lan it really has done on the preſent occaſion, If the petitions which 
we underſtand have been preſented to you for that purpoſe had been 
panted, we ſhould have had a meeting more convenient to us than the 
peſent, and that meeting, perhaps, would have prevented ſome, of 

ſe * alarming tranſactions“ which your excellency's apprehenſion 
a your any leads you to mention to us, as having happened in this 
alony. We thank you for your intention to oblige us, but that it 
day not be ſo entirely fruſtrated in future, permit us to inform you 
t will be much the moſt agreeable to us, that the meeting of the houſe, 
o do the public buſineſs, ſhould not be poſtponed to a time later than 
en the bill for the ſupport of government expires. , 4 


* . 


| We are ſorry to hear, that in your excellency's opinion, there has 
en of late any « alarming ttranſactions in this and the neighbour- 
i ing 
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ing colonies, our conſent to and approbation of which may lead the 
good people we repreſent into . anarchy, miſery, and all the horron 
of a civil war,” It is true, you are pleaſed to tell us, that this de. Er 
ſtructive mode of proceeding has been adopted but in part by ſome of 
the inhabitants of this colony, We aſſure you that we neither 
have, nor do intend, to give our approbation to the meaſures deſtruc. \ 
tive to the welfare of our conſtituents, and in which we ſhall be 
equally involved with themy their intereſts and our own we look upon . 
as inſeparable, no arguments are neceffary to prevail on us to endeavour WW" 
to prevent ſuch impending calamities; and if we ſhould at any time mis. WP" 
take our duty ſo much, we hope your regard to the people will in. 
duce you to exert the prerogative, and thereby give them the choice of i 
other repreſentatives, who may act with more prudence, The un- 
certainty however, to what ** alarming tranſactions“ in particular you 
refer, renders it ſufficient for us to aſſure you only, that we profel 2 
ourſelves to be the loyal ſubjects of the King, from whoſe goodnel 
we hope to be relieved from the preſent unhappy ſituation; that ws WF" 7 
will do all in our power to preſerve that excellent form of govern- 
ment under which we at preſent live, and that we neither intend u fe 
uſurp the rights of others, nor ſuffer. any, veſted in us by the conſti 
tution,. to be wreſted out of our hands by any perſon or perſons 
whatfoever. 1. - | 
We ſincerely lament the unhappy differences which at preſent ſub- 
fiſt between Great Britain and her colonies. We ſhall heartily rejoice 
to fee the time when ſhall ſubſide on principles conſiſtent with 
the rights and intereſts of both, which we ardently hope is not far of: 
and thaugh we cannot conceive. how the ſeparate petition of one co- 
lony is more likely to ſucceed than the united petitions of all, yet, 1 
in order to ſhew our defire to promote ſo good a purpoſe by every p- 
means, we ſhall! make uſe of the mode pointed out by your excl. 
in hopes it will meet with that attention which you are pleakt 
to e us will be paid to the repreſentatives of the people. 
We have already-reſolved to ſupport his Majefty's government; ao 
we beg leave. to aſſure your excellency, that though we are 
attached to that liberty, which as ſubjects of our auguſt monarch, # 
apprehend ourſelves to be juftly entitled to, and firmly reſolved to pit 
ſerve it ———— means in our power, yet we ſhaltwi 
33 ay hold of every proper occafion to manifeſt that loyalty 
his perſon, and regard to the conſtitution, which as ſubjects and it 
men can be reaſonably expected from us. 


By order of the Houſe, = 2 
CORTLAND SKINXII 
2, U | 


Houſe of Aſembly, Feb. 2a, n;. 
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Eura of a Letter from Deputy Governor Penn to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated Philadelphia, the 3oth of January 1775. 


NO public occurrences of any conſequence have lately happened 
within this government, except that a convention of deputies 
from moſt of the counties of this province was held in this city laſt 
eek, in order to conſult on the moſt effectual meaſures for carrying 
nto execution the aſſociation of the continental congreſs, They have 
uf publiſhed an account of their proceedings, and I beg leave to in- 
boſe a copy of them for your lordſhip's particular information. 


Coty of Proceedings of a Provincial Convention held at Philadelphia, 


t a provincial convention for the province of Penſylyania, held at 

Philadelphia, January 23, 1775, and continued by adjournments 

from day to day to the 28th, | 
>... 5 0 T; 


For the city and liberties of Philadelphia, 


ohn Dickenſon, Eſq. 
domas Miffew, Eſq. 
tarles Thomſon, Eſq. 
an Cadwalader, Eſq. 
orge Clymer, Eſq. 
ſeph Read, Eſq. 
muel Meredith, 
liam Ruſb, 
mes Meaſe, 
Nn Nixon, 
n Cox, 
in Bayard, 
nſtopher Ludwig, 
bomas Barclay, 
ard Bache, 
in Benezet, 
0 Ruſh, : oa 
iliam Bradford, 
8 Boys, tex 
he: Robinſon, 

vel Eyre, 
n Biddle, 
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Qq 


William Heyſham, 
James Miligan, 
John Wilcox, 
Sharp Delany, 
Francis Gurney, 
John Purviance, 
Geo. Schloſſer, 
23 B. Smith, 
rancis Wade, 4 
Lambert Cadwallader, 


 Reynold Sheen, 


Samuel'Penroſe, | 
Iſaac Coates, . TS f 
William Coates, 
Blaithwait Jones, 
Thomas Pryor, 
Samuel Maſſey, 
Robert Towers, 
Henry Jones, * 
Joſeph Wetherill, 
Robert Knox, 
Francis Haſſenclever, 
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Thomas Cuthbert, Sen, g_ Aſh, 
William Jackſon, enjamin Loxley, 
Haac Melcher, William Robioſon, 
oſeph Copperthwaite, Ricloſt Alberſon, ( 
oſeph Dean, | James Irvine. 
Harbeſon, e 
Philadelphia Caunty. 6 
G Gray, Eſq. — Moore, Eſq. 
, Eſq. vel Miles, Efq. 
vel Aſhmead, Eſq. Edward Milnor, h 
Sampel Ervine, Eſq. Jacob Laughlan, he 
— Roberts, Thomas Aſhton, 
jamin Jacobs, Melchior Waggener, 
f 7 | for 
Chefter County. 
Anthon Wayne, Eſq. Lewis Davis, | 
Hugh Ho d, * William Mont of 
Richard homas. oſeph Muſgrave & 
Francis Johnſon, Eſq. oſhua Evans, 4 
Samuel | airlamb, Perſifer Frazer, nf 
Lancaſter County. - 
Adam Simon Kuhn, Eſq. Sebaſtian Graaf, the 
ames Climſon, Eſq. David Jenkins, 10 
Peter Gruble, Bartram Galbraith, ( 
York County, | 1 
oſeph Smith, Eſq. John Hay, their 
* Harti Ae George Hin. bef 
Joſeph Donald -by | | Michael Smyſer, R 
George — * | | , Pl 
| is 
: Cumberland County. * 
James Wilſon, Eſq. Robert Magaws 7 
Re 
Edward Biddle, Eſq, 2M Potts, Eſq. ti 
Chriſtopher Schutz, ark Bird, Eſq. 
= Patten, * Sebaſtian Leven, n 
Paltzar Gebr, Zh | 
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Northampton County. 


George Taylor, Eſq. Peter Kuchlain, 
John Oakley, | Jacob Arndt, Eſq. 


Northumberland County. | 
William Plunckett, Eſq. Caſper Weitſell, Eſq. 


The chairman of the Philadelphia committee opened the convention 
ly explaining the motives which induced ſaid committee to propoſe 
holding this convention. 

oleph Reed, Eſq. was choſen preſident of this convention. 

eſlrs, Jonathan, B. Smith, John Benezet, and Francis John- 
lan, Eſq. were choſen ſecretaries. 


On motion, reſolved unanimouſly, that the committee of the city 
of Philadelphia, and each county committee, ſhall have one vote in 
&termining every queſtion that may come before this convention. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that this convention moſt heartly approve of 
de conduct and proceedings of the continental congreſs; that we 
wil faithfully endeavour to carry into execution the meaſures of the 
ſociation entered into and recommended by them; and that the 
nembers of that vefy teputable body merit our warmeft thanks, by 
heir great and diſintereſted labours for the preſervation of the rights 
ud liberties of the Britiſh colonies, | 
On motion, reſolved unanimouſly, that it be, and it is hereby re- 
tmmended to the ſeveral members of this convention, to promote 
ud encourage inſtructions or advice from their ſeveral counties, to 
beit repreſentatives in general aſſembly, to procure a law prohibiting 
be future importation of ſlaves into this province. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that in caſe the trade of this city and liberties 
Philadelphia ſhall be ſuſpended in conſequence of the preſent ſtruggle, 
tis the opinion of this convention that the ſeveral counties ſhould, 
nd that the members of this convention will, exert themſelves to afford 
il the neceſlary relief and afliſtance to the inhabitants of the faid city 
nd liberties, who will be more immediately affected by ſuch an event. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that if any oppoſition ſhall be given to any 
& the committees of this province in carrying the aſſociation of the 
mtinental congreſs into execution, the committees of the other 
unties, in order to preſerve the ſaid aſſociation inviolate, will give 
l the weight and aſſiſtance in their power to the committee which 
ul meet with ſuch r . Wide 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that it is the moſt earneſt wiſh and deſire 
this convention, to ſee harmony reſtored between Great Britain 
che colonies; that we will exert our utmoſt endeavours for 
242 | the 
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the attainment of that moſt deſirable object. That it is the opinion 
of this body, that the commercial oppoſition pointed out by the 
continental congreſs, if faithfully adhered to, will be the means of 

reſcuing this ns. dc country from the evils meditated againſt it, 
But if the humble and loyal petition of ſaid congreſs to his moſt 


gracious Majeſty ſhould be diſregarded, and the Britiſh adminiſtra. . 
tion, inſtead of redreſſing our grievances, ſhould determine by force WW ; 
to effect a ſubmiſſion to the late arbitrary acts of the Britiſh par- 
liament, in ſuch a ſituation we hold it our indiſpenſable duty to WW ; 
reſiſt ſuch force, and at every hazard to defend the rights and liberties WM ;, 
of America. | q 
Whereas it has been judged neceſſary for the preſervation of our juſt d 
rights and liberties, to lay a reſtraint upon our importation ; and 2 | 
the freedom, happineſs and proſperity of a ſtate greatly depend on . 
providing within itſelf a ſupply of articles neceſſary for ſubſiſtence, WW xi 
cloathing and defence, a regard for our couniry as well as common 
prudence, call upon us to encourage agriculture, manufactures and tir 
cxconomy. Therefore this convention do reſolve as follows: nd 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that from and after the firſt day of March lire 
next, no perſon or perſons ſhould uſe in his, her, or their families, Wiﬀ rh 
unleſs in caſes of neceſſity, and on no account fell to thei ire 
butchers or kill for the market, any ſheep under four years old ; and R 
where there is a neceſſity for uſing any mutton in their families, it it: 
recommended to them to kill ſuch as are the leaſt profitable to keep. rcon 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that we recommend the ſetting up of woollenWtcy 
manufactures in as many different branches as poſhble, eſpecially ge 
coating, flannels, blankets, rugs or coverlets, hoſiery and courlfne 
cloths both broad and narrow. ad 2 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that we recommend the raiſing and manuMbuſne 
facturing of madder, woad, and ſuch other dye-ſtuffs as may Ma » 
raiſed in this province to advantage, and are abſolutely neceſſary int Ref 
woollen. manufactories. | f cop 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that each perſon having proper lands ſhov\gh Ref; 
raiſe a quantity of flax and hemp, ſufficient not only for the uſe of h 
own family, but alſo to ſpare to others on moderate terms. And tl 
it be recommended to the farmers to provide themſelves early wi r 
a ſufficient quantity of ſeed for the propoſed increaſe of the abo Ret; 
articles of hemp and flax. | lt J 


Reſolved unanimouſly, as ſalt is a daily and almoſt indiſpenſi 
of life, and the making it among ourſelves muft be eſteemt 

a valuable acquiſition, we therefore recommend the making of it 
the manner ufed in England and other countries, and are of opini 
it may be done with ſucceſs in the interior parts of the province, ne 
there e ſalt - ſprings as well as on the ſea coaſts, | 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, that ſaltpetre being an article of great uſe 
and conſumption, we recommend the making of it, and are further of 
opinion it may be done to great advantage. | | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, that the neceſſity we may be under for gun- 
yowder, eſpecially in the Indian trade, induces us to recommend the 
manufaturing that article as largely as poſſible, by ſuch perſons who 
ze or may be owners of powder-mills in this province. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, that we recommend the manufacturing of 
iron into nails and wire and all other articles neceſſary for carrying 
a our manufaQtures, evidently in general uſe, and which of conſe- 
_ ſhould our unhappy differences continue, will be in great. 
demand, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, that we are of opinion that the making of 
bel ought to be largely proſecuted, as the demand for this article 
nl de great. 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, that we recommend the making of different 
VB kinds of paper now in uſe amongſt us, to the ſeveral manufacturers, 

md as the ſucceſs of this branch depends on a ſupply of old 
been and woollen rags, requeſt the people of this province in their 
Lf peftive houſes may order the neceſſary ſteps to be taken for 
Vn peelerving theſe otherwiſe uſeleſs articles. 888 
10888 Reſolved unanimouſly, that as the conſumption of glaſs is greater 
aon the —_— now eſtabliſhed among us can ſupply, we 
. WW commend the ſetting up other glaſs-houſes, and ate of opinion 
enn tity would turn out to the advantage of the proprietors. 

ll Reſolved unanimouſly, that whereas woolcombs and cards have for 
nc me time been manufactured in ſome of the neighbouring colonies, 
ud are abſolutely neceſſary for carrying on the hoſiery and clothing 
nu bulineſs, we do recommend the eſtabliſhing ſuch a manufaQtory in 
dis province, | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that we alſo recommend the manufacturing 
copper into ſheets, bottoms and kettles. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that we recommend the erecting a greater 
under of fulling-mills, and mills for breaking ſwingling and ſoften- 
18 _ and flax, And alſo the making of grind-ſtones in this 
Dun ry. a 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that as the brewing of large quantities of 
at liquors within this province would tend to render the conſumption 
foreign liquors leſs neceſſary, it is therefore recommended, that 
PT attention be given to the cultivation of barley, And that the 
aal brewers, both in city and country, do encourage it, by giving 
ralonable and ſufficient price for the ſame. 

eſolyed unanimouſly, that we recommend to all the inhabitants 
is province, and do promiſe for ourſelyes in particular, to uſe 

our 
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our own manufaCtures, and thoſe of the other colonies, in preſe- 
rence to all others. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, that for the more ſpeedily and effeQually 
putting theſe reſolves in execution, we do earneſtly recommend 
| ſocieties may be eſtabliſhed in different parts; and are of opinion, 

that premiums ought to be granted in the ſeveral counties to per. 
ſons who may excel in the — branches of manufactory. And | 
we do further ergage, that we in our ſeparate committees will | 
e them to the utmoſt of our power. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that if any manufacturer, or vender of , 
and merchandizes in this province, ſhall take advantage of | 

the neceſſities of his country, by ſelling his goods or merchan- 


dize at an unuſual and extravagant profit, ſuch perſon ſhall be d 
conſidered as an enemy to his country, and be advertiſed as ſuch U 
by the committee of the place where ſuch offender dwells. ol 

Reſolved unanimouſly, that we recommend the making of tin a 
plates, as an article worthy the attention of the people of this 4 

vince. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, that, as printing types are now made to 6 
a conſiderable degree of perfection by an ingenious artiſt in German- li 
town, it is recommended to the printers to uſe ſuch types in pre- e 
ference to any which may be hereafter imported. " 
On motion, refolved unanimouſly, that the committee of cor- = 


reſpondence for the city and liberties of Philadelphia, be a ſtanding 
committee of correſpondence for the ſeveral counties here repre- uy 
ſented : and that if it ſhould at any time hereafter appear to the and 
committee of the city and liberties, that the ſituation of public WW ©* 
affairs render a provincial convention neceſſary, that the ſaid com- 
Mittee of correſpondence do give the earlieſt notice thereof to the 
committees of the ſeveral counties. 

- Ordered that the proceedings of this convention be ſent to the 
| preſs, and printed in Engliſh and German, under the direction of 
the preſident, and Meſſrs, Jonathan B. Smith, and John Benezet. 


A true Copy. 


JONATHAN B. SMITH, 7 
| JOHN BENEZET, ( SECRETARIES. 
FRANCIS JOHNSON, 


15. DEBATE Ss. 


A petition of the merchants, linen drapers, and principal 
inhabitants, of the city of Waterford in the kingdom of Jre- 
and, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, 
that theſe petitioners, with the deepeſt concern for the unhap- 
py differences which at preſent ſubſiſt between Great Britain 
and her American colonies, and from an apprehenſion of the 
fatal conſequences which may ariſe from thence, beg leave to 
ſt forth, that, as their export trade with the American colo- 
nies conſiſts chiefly in the exportation of the linen manufac- 
ure, and that of white: and browa linens only, by the non- 
importation agreement they are deprived of this the only va- 
luable branch of export they are permitted to cary on with 
the colonies, and of which they already begin to feel the un- 
happy effects; and that, if the linen manufacture decays, 
this kingdom muſt be reduced to ſuch a ſtate, as, om want 
of employment at home, to enereaſe emigrations, reduce the 
nlue of lands, and diminiſh every branch of the poor re- 
mains of the trade they enjoy; and that the chief commo- 
ities which they have liberty to import from America into 
this kingdom, being flax-ſeed, lumber, wheat, and flour, 
ſhould the non-importation take place, they muſt neceſſarily 
te deprived of flax · ſeed, to raiſe flax to c on their linen 
nanufacture, of ſtaves for caſks to — beef, pork, 
ad butter, for the ſupply of Great Britain, his Majeſty's 
navy, and the Weſt-India iflands; and this train of conſe- 
ences, ſo deſtructive to the landed: property, manufactures, 
and commerce, of this kingdom, and which of courſe muſt 
xcaſion a very ſenſible diminution: of his Majeſty's: revenues, 
ſom the then abſolute inability of the inhabitants, forces 
them to pray the Houſe would take: the premiſes into their 
conſideration ; hoping that ſame expedient: may be found out, 
Whiereby theſe conſequences may be provented, and harmony 
et, and eſtabliſhed upon a. ſolid and permanent faunda- 
lon, | 

Referred to the ſame committee, to wham the petition 
ſom the merchants of: Landon was: | 

Adjourned to March 6. 

March 6. 


thirty-eight years. 

; 2uftion, Can the foreign, markets be ſupplied, if the New 
"gland fiſhery is ſtopped ? 

diſwer, They certainly may. 

E What is your reaſon. for ſaying fo? 


A. We 


! 
1 
g | 


Mr, Benjamin Lifter called; in, according to order. Says, Mr. Pra- 
it is a merchant: trading to Newfoundland, Sos traded'thither min Lifer. 


bere, which amounts to a prohibition. For which reaſon 
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A. We can extend the fiſheries to any degree, having men, 
money; and ſhips to carry it on, 
Q. What number of ſhips are now employed in the Britiſh 
Newtoundland fiſhery ? 
A. About 400 fail, burthen about 36,000 tons ; upwards 
of 20cc fiſhing ſhallops, burthen 20,000 tone more. 
Q. What number of men are now employed in that 
trade? : | 
A. About 20,000. 
Q. What number of thoſe return yearly to Great Britain 
and Ireland? | 
A. About 12,000. 
Q. What number of green men are taken out yearly ? 
A. Three thouſand and upwards. 
Q. How many quintals of fiſh are taken annually ? 
A. Above 6co,000 quintals. 
Q. What is the value of each quintal, on an average of 
ſeven years at market ? 
A. About 14s. per quintal. 
Q. What other advantages ariſe from the Britiſh New- 
foundland fiſhery, beſides the cod fiſhery ? 
A. Salmon, cod oil, ſeal oil, and furs. 
Q. What quantity of ſalmon? 
A. Three thouſand teirces and upwards. 
Q. What are they worth per teirce at market ? 
A. Three pounds five ſhilling per teirce, or ſomething 
more. | 
Q. What quantity of cod oil is made? 
2 Three houfart tons. 
Q. What is it worth per ton? 
A. On an average 23]. per ton. 
QQ. What quantity of ſeal oil ? 
A. About 800 tons yearly. | 
Q. What is it worth per ton ? 
A. Twenty-five pounds per ton. 
Q. What 1s the value of the ſeal ſkins and furs per annum! 
A. Between three and four thouſand pounds; but the 
quantity of ſea! ſkins might be more, but for the heavy dy 


many are not brought to this market as otherwiſe would be, 
but they are carried to New England and there manufgQured 
into leather for ſhoes and boots, &c. and carried back t0 
Newfoundland. ; my 

Q. In what manner are the returns made, for the pro- 
duce of the Britiſh Newfoundland cod fiſhery ? 1 


ed EAT E:$ | 291 
A. Some part in the produce of the country to which the 
kh is ſent, and ſome in ſpecie, others in raw materials, filk, 
ol, barilla, cotton, and bills of exchange. 
Q In what manner do they carry on the fiſhery in the 
time of war? 
A. In a much leſs degree than in time of peace, on ac- 
count of the men being impreſſed; a great many go to New 
England to avoid being impreſſed, and are employed in the 
fihery there, from whence they do not return. 
Q. You ſaid that 20,000 men are employed yearly in this 
fiſhery, how happens it that only 12, ooo of thoſe return to 
Great Britain or Ireland ? | 
A, The other 8000 remain in Newfoundland, and are em- 
plxed in building boats, ſhallops, in catching furs, and in 
the ſeal fiſhery which is carried on in the winter. 
Q. The reſidence then you think of the 8000 men there 
v neceſſary for carrying on the Britiſh fiſhery ? 
A, Yes, I think it 1s. 
Whether the ſhips fitted out for the Newfoundland 
fidery from Great Britain, are not fitted out at one third 
ore expence than thoſe from North America? 
A. Iam no judge of that matter. 
Q How many men are employed to 100 ton of ſhipping, 
In an average? 
A. I have not conſidered that matter. 
Withdrew. 
Mr. Rice moved to add a clauſe to the bill, that nothing in Mr. Rice 
ſhould extend to any whale-ſhips, which failed before the 
Im of March, and were at that time the property of the 
ople of Nantucket. He did it on a principle of humanity : 
le people on the iſland were 6000, and there was not pro- 
on for 500. | 
dr Richard Worſley ſeconded the motion. 
Night Hon, T. Townſhend ridiculed the idea of 2 r 
ininiſtration, he ſaid, no doubt underſtood that as the people A 
Nantucket were whale-fiſhers, they could live upon whale- 
udber, | 
Gal. Barr” obſerved the clauſe was ineffeRual, it would Col. Bari, 
) a the relief it pretended, 
0 ſe agreed to. | 
A motion was made, that the bill be engroſſed. ; 
Lord Howe expatiated on the neceſſity of the meaſure; as Lord Howe, 
only moderate means of bringing the diſobedient provinces 
iſenſe of their duty, without involving the empire in all 
Tors of a civil war. be 'N 4 
N Rr Mr. 


Ae. Fas 


| ſubmit, until they ceaſe to refiſt our taxing authority, a 


become apparent, and univerſal in all; and thus giv 


. faid, that as by their injudicious meaſures they had bim 
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Mr. Fox. This bill muſt have been calculated to put an 
end to all that remains of the legiſlative authority of Great 
Britain over America. That it muſt be intended to ſhew to 
the colonies that there was no one branch of ſupreme 
authority, which parliament might not abuſe in ſuch a man. 
ner, as to render it reaſonable to deny, and neceſſary to re. 
fiſt it. To prove this he went through the hiſtory of the 
ſeveral ſteps, by which the authority of parliament was de- 
nied, by having been abuſed. 

At firſt, ſaid he, the Americans being preſſed by parli; 


ment's not chuſing to leave them their old privilege, whe pl 
that privilege was by law, cuſtom, or mere indulgence, oi” 
taxing themſelves internally, they denied only our right of Xe 
internal taxation. However, it was ſoon proved to them, hy fr 
argument and practice, that an external tax could be made H 
anſwer all the purpoſes, and to produce all the miſchiefs, ¶ 
internal taxation. They then denied the right of taxing fu * 
ſupply. Parliament next proceeded violently to deprive ther pil 
of their charters, and to make other acts relative to thei 5 
en: 


trials; then they denied your power of internal legiſlatior 
But ſtill in the midſt of all their violence and all their pre 
vocation to it, they never hitherto have formally rejected t 
of parliament to bind their trade. But the Britiſh ley 

ture is now to convince the Americans, that if but a ſing 
branch of legiſlative power is left to this country, we can m 
that ſingle power anſwer all the purpoſes of a power to tu. 
This bill, which is to reſtrain their commerce until the 


indeed whatever. elfe is thought fit to be impoſed on tha 
will convince, he ſaid, the, Americans, that this power, tl 
uſed, may be made by. far the. moſt' oppreſſive, and we 
than any of thoſe they had hitherto denied. | 

He was quite ſatisfied, that the bill was meant for nothi 
elſe but to exaſperate the colonies into open and direct 
bellion. Hitherto rebellion was only aſſerted, and that 3 
biguouſly, of one colony. It would from this bill provi 


opportu nity for drawing the ſword; and throwing am 
cabbard. 

He indeed acquitted the miniſtry of a deſign of 
rebellion for the mere purpoſe of havoc and deſtruction 


an confuſion, without being at the ſame time within ih 
deſcription of rebellion, this was a. ſtate of. things ſd 
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de greateſt difficulties, and in which it required the greateſt 
nicety to conduct government. But when things were brought 
to the length of rebellion, the courſe of proceeding, however 
deſperate, was ſimple and obvious. And now, as by this 
if all means of acquiring a livelihood, or of receiving pro- 
bons was cut off, no other alternative was left, but ſtary- 
ne or rebellion. 


riſative authority in America. That fact, fo ſtrongly ſtated 
by Mr. Fox, ſhewed clearly that the coloniſts aimed at a re- 


ft only denied our right of internal taxation, when that 
füt was modelled to their own pretences, they quarrelled 
jult as violently with this mode as with the former. After- 
is, when their multiplied diſorders had made internal re- 
filations neceſſary, they deniedthe power of making theſe 


dence, and then denied the right of the power which had 
den put under a neceffity of inflicting thoſe penalties. The 
maſons, he ſaid, alledged in cenſure of the acts of legiſlature, 
mit in reality their ſtrongeſt juſtification and beſt panygericks. 
& thought therefore this act to be in every reſpe& juſt, and 
per, and conſidering the offence of thoſe who are the ob- 
K of it, merciful. 


Im detween innocence and guilt, which ſtarved all alike, 


try and its legiſlature in the minds of the Americans. 
id regard to the original provocation which Mr. Jen. 
den ſtated to have produced the penalties, he denied the 
ire aſſerted, — the —— that our N their 
Neges, or ocking their old reſpectable prejudices, 
produced * ſlobedtence, and then 1 fo A was 
hed by the moſt cruel and unnatural acts. 


bte. It was merciful, becauſe that difobedience would 
 |uſfhed- the ſeveteſt 2 execution. This meaſure 


Ine fanguiary—and-a5'to the famine which was fo pas 
cally lamented, he was afraid it would riot be produced 
ts act. That 


Rr 2 did 


xllious independence from the beginning — for having at 


rations. They firſt provoked penalties by their diſobe- 


| which had a tendency to fix an eternal hatred of this 


though'preverited from fiſhing in the ſea, . 
New Englanders tint 6 b in their rivers, to Which this a& 


r. Fenkinſon drew a very different inference from the Mr. Jaalia- 
fl of the progreſkve detail of the ſeveral parts of our le 


Right Hon. 7. Totonſhend anſwered Mr. Jenkinſon; urged Right Hon, 
ſe ervelty and injuſtice of an act which made no difcrimina- 3 
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The Solrcitor General of Scutland. The act had his moſt The Seticier 
ty approbation, and moſt chearful concurrence, That General of 
" juſt, becauſe provoked by the moſt criminal diſobe- =. 


as alienating the Americans from us for ever, and rendering 


the Americans with each other, that 
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did not prevent them from reſorting ; and that though he 0 
underſtood, their country was not fit for grain, yet they had | 
a grain of their own, Indian corn, on which they might ſub. z 
ſiſt full as well as they dcſerved : but whether they might b 
ſo ſubſiſt or not, was no part of his conſideration, f i 
looked on the act as coercive, and that the coercion which H 
put the ſpeedieſt end to the diſpute, was certainly the moſt h 
effectual. That when it was ſaid no alternative was left to t 
- the New Englanders but to ſtarve or rebel, this was not the f. 
fact, for there was another way “ to ſubmit.” He wiſhed, of 
however, that ſome teſt to diſcriminate the innocent from the ci 
guilty had been adopted. That this teſt, notwithſtanding it cl 
had been originally ſtated as part of the plan by Lord North, 
had been dropped by his lordſhip. That it might ſerve to to 
introduce a rule of obedience for all, and might preyent the 7 
innocent from being involved with the guilty in a common Vic 
puniſhment, But the act was on the whole ſo right, and he pr 
-approved and admired it ſo much, that he could not quarrel du 
with it for this defect. | 
As to what had been apprehended from the loſs to the fi 
merchants of Old England, by diſabling thoſe of the New ſai 
to pay their debts, he ſaid, that when the coloniſts had kn 
ſubmitted, they might then reſume their fiſheries and their Ke 
trade, and thus be enabled to pay their debts. In the mean 
time, that part of the capital ſtock of England, which is 
no employed in carrying on the fiſheries of New England, 
would be employed in carrying on our own, and thus our and 
merchants could ſuffer no To 


ſs whatſoever. _This was eve 
as clear as any demonſtration of Euclid. this 
Lord John Cavendiſh. He was ſhocked with the perfect iN nt 
eaſe and alacrity with which they voted famine to a whole unt 
people; and he was in particular ſurpriſed at the ideas of cle- 
mency, entertained by the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ly 
He commended this meaſure, becaule it was not ſanguinary ; pt 
but to kill by ſtarving, was not crue!ty ; and provided a man's | 
blood was not ſhed, he might. be deſtroyed with great gentle. 
neſs—in any other way whatſoever. This act he conſidered 


uſeleſs any poſſible plan of reconciliation. | N 
Mr. Rice. He did not adopt this propoſition but with the 
reateſt pain and reluctance. He knew it was harſh ; but that 
rſh meaſures, were unfortunately, neceſſary. He was ſatished 
from an examination of the whole. tenor of their conduct, and 
from a careful compariſon of all the parts of the r 1 
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object; that they intended to throw of the commercial re- 


ſtrictions, as well as the taxes: on which latter point he was 
zz much inclined to relax as any other gentleman, if he could 
de tolerably aſſured that ſuch relaxation would not be intro- 
luctory to a further, and to a worſe oppoſition on their parts. 
fe thought he ſaw, by the obſtinate conduct of Boſton in 
holding out ſo long, and under ſuch inconveniences, that 
their deſigns were very deep; and he was convinced that the 
ſatisfaction to cuſtom-houſe officers, required as a condition 
of pardon by the act which ſhut up their port, was their prin- 
cipal reaſon for this ſtubborn oppoſition. And this pointed 
clearly to the true object of their reſiſtance. 


to little purpoſe. When this parliament, originally diſen- 
reed to any ſyſtem, and free to chuſe among all, had, pre- 
vous to any examination whatſoever, began by adopting the 
proceedings of the laſt, the whole line of our public con- 
luct was then determined. 
[Here the majority raiſed a great cry of approbation.] He 

cry was natural, and the inference from what he had 
lad juſt ; that the road by penitence to amendment was, he 
mew, humiliating and difficult—and that moſt of mankind 
re diſpoſed like Macbeth to think 
| I am in blood 

„ Stept in ſo far, that ſhould I wade no more 

« Returning were as tedious as go o'er ;” 
ad thus they paſs towards the further bank, be the channel 


oo = Fly; ywww ww ST 
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us meaſure was in the ſame ſpirit as all the former, he did 
wt doubt but that it would be productive of the very ſame 
ſequence. 

This was in effect the Boſton port bill, but upon infinitely 
lager ſcale. That evil principles are prolific; this Boſton 
gut dill begot this New England bill; that this New Eng- 
ind bill will beget a Virginia bill; that again, a Carolina 
ll, and that will beget a Penſylvania bill; till one by one 
Wliament ruins all its colonies, and roots up all its com- 
ace; until the ſtatute book becomes nothing but a black 
ud bloody roll of proſcriptions, a frightful code of rigour 
ud tyranny, a monſtrous digeſt of acts of penalty, incapacity, 

om attainder ; and that open it where you will, you 
Mll find a title for deſtroying ſome trade, or ruining ſome 


Vince, | 
That the ſcheme of parliament was new and unheard-of 


deſtroy- 


ner ſo wide, or the flood ever ſo deep and rapid. That as 


y uncivilized nation, to preſerve your — by 


Mr. Burke. He was afraid any debate on this ſubject was Mr, Zarkey 


ſword much the moſt effectual. and though ſevere, not fo un- 
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deſtroying your dominions. It was rather the idea of hoſti. 
lity. between independent ſtates, where one not being able 
to conquer another, thinks to reduce its ſtrength gradually, 
by deſtroying its trade and cutting off its reſources. That 
this mode was never uſed. by princes towards their ſubjects in 
rebellion ; the maxim in ſuch caſes always was, to cut of 
the rebels but to ſpare the country, becauſe its ſtrength is the 
ſtrength of the ſovereign himſelf. Here the principle was te- | 
verſed ; the force uſed againſt the rebels was trifling | FR 
very expenſive) but the trade, which was the wealth of the | 
country, was to be deſtroyed. | 

He then entered into the difference of expence, and loſs be. 
tween the two modes; and proved, in detail, that theſe bill p 
would, in all probability, coft the nation more than the main. * 
tenance of an army of 40,000 men. h 

That when things are come to violences he thought the n 


juſt as theſe univerſal proſcriptions, becauſe it will fall only 


on thofe who reſiſt, But this act confounds all kinds of peo- a 
ple, all ſexes, all ages, in one common ruin. That nothing 5 
could be at once more fooliſh, more cruel, and more inſult- * 
jog, than to hold out. as a reſource to the ſtarving fiſher- C 
men, ſhip-builders, and the infinite number of other mecha- wh 
nics employed in trade and fiſhery, and ruined by this att, WF 
that after the plenty of the ocean, they may poke in the 
the brooks, and rake in the puddles of their reſpective coun- Wl 
— and diet on what we conſider as huſks and draft for 10 
wc | | . 

y * was, he ſaid, fooliſh and infulting ; becauſe, when you A 
deprive a man of his trade and occupation, you deprive hin 0 
of the means of his livelihood, if there were ever ſo much fi 115 
2 ſtreams, or corn in the fields. That a ſhoemaker's — 
TR 


1 goes when a fiſherman can no longer pay him for 
his ſhoes, He has no reſource in other people's plenty. Hos 
is he to get at horſe-beans or Indian-corn, or at the worlt of 
faod, for bimſelf and his ſtarving family? Then he ſhewd, 
that the ruin of the ftaple trade of a people, involved it in the 
ruin of the whole community; and proved, by entering w# 
nutely into its nature and employment, that the Britiſh cap 
tal employed in the New England trade, could not poſſib he 
turned to the Britiſh fiſhery; and (treating very hghty the 
demonſtration of Euclid) he ſhewed, that by one years if. 
termiſſion of the courſe of the New England foreign trade 
would be the certain loſs of the whole debt now due to e 
Engliſh merchants, EO EE 5 
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But the point on which he reſted moſt, was this: the ſen- 
tence was (in the mildeſt way) beggary, if not famine on four 
t provinces, The condition of their redemption was, 
« When it ſhould be made appear to the governors, and the 
« majority of the council in two of theſe provinces, that the 
laws would be obeyed.” By what evidence, ſaid he, is this 
to be made to appear? Who is to produce it? What facts 
ue to be proved? What rule has the perſon who is to make 
it appear, to go by? What rule have the two governors to 
to determine, ſo as to acquit them—in employing or in re- 
fuſing, either to government here, or to the people there? 
You ſentence, ſaid he, to famine at leaſt 300,000 people in two 
provinces, at the mere arbitrary will and pleaſure of two men 
whom you do not know, for you do not know who will be 
xovernors when this act takes place, And leſt theſe two 
ſhould riſque an act of mercy, you add, as a controul to 
them, the majority of two councils, whom you do not know, 
ind one of them, at preſent, has no exiſtence! And as to the 
other provinces, Connecticut and Rhode Ifland, the act has 
not left a man in theſe two provinces, who, by the exertion 
even of an arbitrary diſcretion, can relieve 2c0,000 
more, or any innocent or repenting individual, let their be- 
kaviour be what it will, A governor of another province, 
who can never regularly and officially know their true ſtate, 
un alone be arbitrary in favour of juſtice. 

This, ſaid he, is becauſe, in theſe two il|-ftaryed provin - 
des, the people chuſe their governors: but is that a crime in 
Itdividoals, which is the legal conſtitution of the country? 
If it be a bad one, England has given it to them, and has not 
aken even a ſtep towards altering it. 

On this point, of the unheard-of power given to governors, 
ef ſtarving ſo many hundreds of thouſands at their mere plea- 
lures, of which, he ſaid, no hiſtory of real, and even no fa- 

lous invention of fictitious tyranny, had ever furniſhed an 
txample, he dwelt a long'time, and placed it in an infinite 
rrety of lights; and kindled into ſuch warmth, that he was 
t length called to order. But he continued to repeat the 
kong terms, as, he ſaid, he had a right to give ſuch epi- 
bet to the bill as he pleafed, until it had paffed the Houſe. 
Fthat ſhould be the caſe, he would then be ſilent, becauſe it 
would be againſt order to ſpeak of it as it deſerved, and 
ainſt prudence, to offend a body of men who had ſo much 
"over, and would ſhew, by paſſing that bill, how harſh an uſe 
bey were diſpoſed to make of it. = 

e 
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Lord Advo- ixewi 
— Lord Advocate of Scotland. He took, likewiſe, large 


Ad. 


of the debate, as well as by his private converſation, that moſt 
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He ſaid, however, he was convinced, by the whole tenor 


of thoſe who ſhould vote for this bill had never read it; that 
what they did was not out of malice, but out of reſpect to the 
opinions of others, who, by preſenting them ſuch a bill, 
ſhewed how little they deſerved this unlimitted confidence, 
He ſaid, that if any were in that ſituation, he hoped they 
would have the benefit of the prayer made for thoſe who alone 
had done an act worſe than this, Forgive them, they know 
% not what they do.“ 


ground, Began with diſclaiming any thing of cruelty, 2 
foreign to his nature and diſpoſition ; but that authority muſt 
be preſerved, though the guilty, and ſometimes even the guilt. 
leſs, by accident, affer. That rigour is annexed to the idea 
of puniſhment, and that puniſhment is right or wrong, accord. 
ing to the deſert of the parties; that whatever neceſſity made 
this puniſhment ſo rigorous, or extended it to ſo vaſt a lati- 
tude, was owing to thoſe who, taking part with America, 
in this Houſe or elſewhere, encouraged them to reſiſt the juſt 
authority of parliament, They were, he ſaid, guilty of the 
blood of the coloniſts. That he was ſure the taxation of 
America was juſt and defenſible in every principle of the con- 
Kitution ; and that though this ground of taxation was very un 
much beaten, yet as the whole queſtion originated there, it 
was neceſſary to ſhew the foundation of the right; this he did 
by a diſtin enumeration of the acts of of parliament. 

He was clear and methodical ; but the Houſe was not diſ- e 
poſed to liſten to an argument which they had heard fo fre- WF"'** 
quently diſcuſſed. He ſaid, with temper, that he gave way 8" * 
to that diſpoſition of the Houſe, and was content to give his 
moſt hearty approbation to the bill. The Houſe divided—215 
for the queſtion ; 61 againſt it. | 


th 

| March 7. goy 

Nothing material, 1 
« eopl 
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Lord North preſented to the Houſe, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, the following letter, | 
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Coty of 4 Letter from the Honexrable Governor Gage, 1 
the Earl of Dartmouth; dated Boſton, 29th January, 


1775* 


Lon, 


W E have information often from the coun „that the 
towns in this province become more divided, notwith- 
landing the endeavours uſed to keep up their enthuſiaſm, and 
the tyranny and oppreſſive acts exerciſed againſt perſons deem- 
d friends of government, has driven them in ſeveral places to 
umbine together for their mutual defence, Where the ma- 
rity in a townſhip has been averſe to their meaſures, the fac- 
ton has employed their adherents in neighbouring towns, 
bjoin, and form bodies ſufficient to force them, by numbers, 
v igu recantations, which has been attended generally with 
wolence and ill uſage. The town of Marſhfield, with part 
of that of Scituate, having been lately under terrors of that 
, from the threats of their neighbours, for having formed 
ee aſſociations amongſt themſelves, applied to me for pro- 
aon; and I have ſent a detachment of one hundred men 
_ Wb their relief. It is the firſt inſtance of an application to 
nt for affiſtance, which the faction has ever tried to 
t on the people they would never obtain, but be left to 
ves, 
' Governor Wentworth has acquainted me of a quantity of 
c WJ burnt by the populace at Portſmouth, and that the ma- 
„lies have not ſupport ſufficient to enable them to appre- 
m of the people concerned in the attack of Fort Wil- 
and Mary, or keep them ſafe in jail after commitment, 
1 5 (fires that two regiments may be ſtationed at Portſmouth. 
dquarters are yet prepared for them, nor am I informed 
they are to = quartered ; and I muſt ſend an officer to 
* governor to ſettle thoſe matters with him, previous to the 
Wing any troops. 
Frople are waiting determinations from home, which will 
ably make great alterations in proceedings here. 
1 have the honour to be, my Lord, &c. 
T Ho. GAGE, 


Motion made to read the New England reſttaining fiſhery 
lhe third time. 


lr, Hartley moved, that the following clauſe be inſerted Hartley 
be bill, viz, 4 Provided 7 and be it further * ay 
| 8 x | t 


tons; and by this bill you proclaim the ſame intention by ie 
obedience? What reſource have of teft, but cq 
tne 


they w 
| 8 Bed Kerber jon Arike the firft blow by the muſket quart 
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that nothing in this act contained ſhall extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to prohibit the importation into any or either 
of the ſaid colonies or provinces, of fuel, corn, meal, flour, or 
ther victual brought coaſtwiſe from any part of America,” 
This clauſe, ſaid he, cannot be objected to, even by the 
moſt vindictive ſpirit, againſt the four provinces of New Eng- 
land, who are the objects of this bill, as it is extracted from the 
Boſton port bill of the laſt year. The lenity or humanity of 
which was never ſo much as pretended, even by its 1 
cates, There cannot be a reaſon why you ſhould throw away 
this year, the little ſhare of humanity which you had the laſt; 
more eſpecially, as we are come to diſcover, and even to ac- 
knowledge, by the votes of this Houſe, that we have proceed- 
ed hitherto, in this buſineſs with America, with raſhneſe, 
misjudgment and precipitation. The vote I allude to is paſſed 
but a few days fince; which fays, or pretends to ſay, tha 
It would have been proper (that is the term) to have proceed 
ed in a way of aſking a ſupply of the Americans, by the con 
ſtitutional way of requifitions, before proceeding to compul 
fory or forcible methods. Having confeſſed ourtelves wrong 
in the foundation, it is but equal juſtice to our fellow ſubjed 
of America to ſuppoſe, that thoſe riots and reſiſtance woul: 
not have happened, if we had not begun with them confeſſed 
ly in an unconſtitutional way, Surely then, it is nat a tim 
to add to the ſeverity of our acts, in proportion as we find, tha 
we have been unjuſt in the outſet, and that they have been le 
to blame. It is ſurely but alittle matter to aſk, that you wou 
not be more ſevere or cruel towards America, who have nere 
been heard on their defence this year, than you were the lal 
Beſides, what corfiruQtion can the town of Boſton put up 
on your reſent meaſures, if you refuſe the clauſe now offe 
ed They will be beſreged, as in actual war with any fe 
by ee General Gage has fortified the neck which joi 
Bofton to the continent, by which he may intercept pro! 


Do you expect, that they will ſubmit to be ftarved, in pail 


and, perhaps, to take advantage of the ſmallneſs of numbe 
of G eral Gape's troops, before they are reinforced ; | 
this act puts it out of all doubt, that you mean to procet 


to all extremities. I haye been informed, by thoſe who kno ;, co 


beft the temper of the Americans, and I hope and bel tn. 
that they wil hold out their patience to the utmoſt, and! 50 
iM not ſtrike the firſt blow : but what is the differen l th 
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the ſword, or, to equal effect, by famine? The refuſal of 
this clauſe, wil] be a declaration on your part, that you mean 
to bring famine upon them, to the utmoſt of your power, 
and therefore a warning to them of the mercy which they 
ne to expect at your hands. As to the bill in general, it has 
deen ſo ably debated by my friends near me, that I ſhall only 
d two remarks : this bill, by deſtroying the North American 
fiſhery, not only deſtroys that, nurſery of ſeamen, but will 
diſable the provinces, under the prohibition, from the means 
of paying their debs to this country, who therefore will final- 
# the ſufferers ; and when the next year comes, and you 
fnd this conſequence, you will then turn accuſers of the 
North Americans for not paying their debts, and you will add, 
xccording to the uſual falſhoods towards the Americans, that 
they never intended to pay their debts ; and, by the diſtance 
of the place, and the falſhhood of repreſentations, you will im- 
pute thoſe very effects which you have produced yourſelves, 
i the juſtifying cauſes of reſentment. This is the unjuſt way 
in which the Americans have been treated, on all occaſions. 
| myſelf aſked, the other day, why, on a particular occaſion 
of a ſlight riot of not more than a few hours continuance, 
four regiments, and a train of artillery, were ordered to Boſton ? 
To jullify this enormous intervention of the military, I was 
told in this Houſe, that indeed the riots were trifling, but 
that the Americans had come to a reſolution to arm the coun- 
y. What then was the real fact, as teſtified by dates? The 
act was, that the reſolution to arm was not taken till the 
troops were ſeen in the offing. It was the ſight of the troops, 
upon fo trivial an occaſion, that gave to underſtand what 
they were to expect; and, by dates, the fact is verified, that 
they did not take to arms till ſome months after the troops 
were ordered; but it was upon their firſt notice of the troops 
leing to come, and the reſolution to arm againſt the worſt, 
ws actually debated but a few hours before the troops were 
landed, So it is tkat facts are miſrepreſented in America, and 
ſo let me put in my caution now, that the Americans do now 
Kually pay their debts, like honeſt men, to the utmoſt of 
heir power, and let me be before hand with this charge; if 
den the natural conſequences of theſe meaſures come next 
Jear, we ſhould hear any falſe accuſations of the Americans, 
combining not to pay their debts. I ſhall make but one 
mark more, but which ſeems to me to be of the utmoſt im- 
Portance to the whole commercial ſyſtem of England, which 
% that the plantation- built bottoms are two thirds, or three 
Quarters, or all the borromhs upon which the Britiſh 2 
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dize, to every quarter of the globe, is carried on; when we 
meditate a blow at the American trade, we ſhould recolle& 
at leaſt, that there is this one manufacture (if I may ſo call 
it) of ſhip-building, upon the encouragement of which our 
very exiſtence in this kingdom, as a trading people, depends. 
However we may think it our intereſt to ſuppreſs the rival- 
ſhip of the colonies with ourſelyes, in other manufactures, 
yet in this trade of ſhip-building they are our moſt material 
and eſſential ſupport. This revengeful blow at the American 
ſhip-building, will fall moſt immediately and fatally upon the 
manufacturers and merchants of every commercial article in 
this kingdom. For theſe reaſons, I am againſt the whole 
principle of the bill now before us; and if we cannot prevail 
to have the whole rejected, I muſt humbly move, at leaſt, 
the admiſſion of the clauſe which I have juſt now offered to 
the Houſe. | 
Cord. Norrtb. Lord Nerth. When the honourable gentleman gave notice 
of the motion which he had now made, he { Lord North] had 
at the ſame time ſaid he ſhould object to it. As the bill 
not only meant to reſtrain the colonies of New England from 
trade ſo long as they would not trade with us, but alſo to let 
them feel the inconveniences which they muſt be expoſed 
to, while they denied the authority of parliament. He could 
not, until their conduct gave parliament ſome grounds for it, 
agree in his opinion, that parliament ſhould relax from the 
coercion which this bill meant to execute. He thought it 
was right that they ſhould feel ſome experience of thoſe diſ- 
treſſes which the power of this country could bring upon 
them, while they dared to ſet their power in oppoſition to 
it. But even in the exertions of force, nay of arms if it 
ould become neceſſary, he never ſhould wiſh meaſures 


which were cruel. He hoped when they began to feel the WWW bo 
weight of the power of this country, and to ſee that the eb 
force of it was ready to ſtrike the blow, they would be - 
convinced that their leaders and falſe friends had deceived 8d i 


them, and that they would return to their duty, ſo that all Wk cr 
theſe evils might be avoided. The caſe of the Boſton port * 
bill was quite different. The town of Boſton had obſtruded 
our trade, and had committed an act of outrage againſt it; 
it was proper therefore to prevent that town from being 
place of trade, until they made recompenſe, but as they had Widen n 
not then formally arrayed themſelves againſt the power a ho 
well as authority of this country, further reſtraints, ſuch er! 
are in the preſent bill, were not then neceſſary, and the per- t ty 


mitting proviſions and fuel to go up to the town by * 


— 
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was inſerted in that bill. The further reſtraints which a 
note violent conduct had now rendered neceſſary, were now 
inſerted in the bill, and inſtead of relaxations from theſe, 
more ſevere ones muſt follow, if their conduct made ſuch 
further neceſſary, 
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Mr. Burke was warm againſt the bill. It was not, he ſaid, Mr. Barbe. 


anguinary, it did not mean to ſhed blood, but to ſuit ſome 


ntlemen's humanity, it only meant to ſtarve five hundred 
thouſand people, men, women, and children at the breaſt, 
dome gentlemen had even expreſſed their approbation of 
mine in preference to fire and ſword, This bill not 
ely had taken from theſe people the means of erer 
themſelves by their own labour, but, rejecting the clauſe 
tow propoſed, took from them the means of being ſubſiſted 
by the charity of their friends. You had reduced the poor 
ple to beggary, and now you take the beggar's ſcrip from 
= 2 from the mouth of — the — 
which the hand of charity would ſtretch out to it. On the 
ſubject of famine he was fine and pathetick. 


% 


rd Clare ſaid, he would not enter the liſt with the Lord Clare 


zentleman who ſpoke laſt, it would be the waging an unequal 
wr; but he had in his hand a friend who was a match for 
im, My old friend, Sir Joſhua Gee, a great friend to 
America, though no patriot ; a man who has written better on 
tade than any other man living, and who knew more of 
America, Now, Sir, my friend Joſhua Gee, with a kind of 
prophetic ſpirit ſays, if ever the people of New England 
bould aim to ſet up for themſelves, what'muſt we do? 
Io, Sir, why the very things which are now doing. Joſhua 
ſays, you muſt reſtrain their trade and prohibit them 
the fiſhery, and you will ſoon bring them to their ſenſes. 
| hope Joſhua Gee will be a prophet there too, But here 
ite his words, ¶ He here read a long paſſage from the book 
ad then commented on it.] Now, Sir, nobody that ever 
rad this paſſage, thought this conduct as here propoſed, to 
| cruel, but neceſſary and wiſe, Sir. But ſince we have 
gage in this Houſe that is fitter for the turbulent 
gues of an American congreſs than for a Britiſh parlia- 
dent, every thing which would reſtrain American indepen- 
ncy is unjuſt and cruel, But if ſo, Sir, how come gentle- 
an not to oppoſe the augmentation of the army and navy 
it theſe purpoſes, They retired from that queſtion ; ſome 
er looked to it; others retired ſturdily like Ajax: they did 
turn their backs, but, Sir, they retired, His 9 
9 rom ri a 
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held on in this way, criticiſing the conduct of gentlemen in 
the oppoſition for ſome time, and then ſat down. 

Rt. H. T. Townſend aroſe, and ſaid, if the augmentation of 
the navy and army had been propoſed as a force with which 
to make war on America, I would, Sir, have been as ſturdy 
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as Ajax, not retiring, but attacking. I would have ſet 
my face againſt it ; I would have uſed ever power J had 
to oppoſe it; I would have carried my oppoſition to turbu- 
lency, ſince the noble lord will ſo deſcribe it. The reaſon 
why I did not oppoſe it, I will avow; it is a fair one, 
I knew that it was determined that a great part of the 
force which we then had was to be ſent to America, 
I trembled for the ſafety of this realm, thus ftript of the 
ſtrength intended originally for its defence; I was glad 
when I heard an additional defence was to be propoſed 
for it. I would not oppoſe this neceſſary meaſure, though 
J would not in any thing mix myſelf with the meaſures 
of miniſtry. He then went into the argument on the ſub- 
ject of famine and ſtarving. 

Mr. C. Fox ſaid, I think now you have, by refuſing 
this propoſition, compleated the ſyſtem of your folly. You 
had ſome friends yet left in New England. You your 
ſelves made a parade of the number you had there, But 
you have treated them like friends! Rather then not maks 
the ruin of that devoted country compleat, your friends 
are to be involved in one common famine, How mull 
they feel, what muſt they think, when the people 
againſt whom they have ſtood out in ſupport of your mes 
ſures ſay to them, You ſee now what friends in Eng 
land you have depended upon ; they ſeparated you fron 

our real friends there, while they hoped to ruin us by it 
— ſince they cannot deſtroy us without mixing you 
the common carnage, your merits to them will not n0j 
ſave you; you are to be butchered or ſtarved indiſcrim 
nately with us? What have you to look to for ſuppoi 
but reſiſtance? You are treated in common with us 
rebels, whether you rebel or not. Your loyalty has ruint 
you. Rebellion alone (if reſiſtance is rebellion) can {a 
you from famine and ruin, When theſe things are f 
to them, what can they anſwer? What part have the 
to take? They muſt refiſt in common with thoſe wil 
whom you haye united them in ruin. I thought 30 
meaſures were intended to divide the people. But wit 


you mean to deſtroy you. unite all, becauſe you vil 
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deftroy all. Thus much I thought it right to ſay, that 


| might mark the ſpirit of your meaſures. 


\ Gov. Pownall ſaid, that having now for two days debate G,ernor 
heard fo much about the ſtarving . of this bill, and Pownalh 


of the famine which was to be the effect of it in New Eng- 
land, he roſe to ſay a few words, in order, by ſtating the 
fat, to wipe off from the bill an imputation, which not on- 
ly the oratory of thoſe who oppoſed it, but the indiſcretion of 
ſome who had defended it, brought upon it; the foul ſtain of 
hard heartedneſs and cruelty ; as alſo to calm any apprehen- 
ſons which gentlemen by their oratory, working on a fact 
taken for granted, had endeavourcd to raiſe in the breaſts of 
the humane. . | 

As to the ſtarving and famine, ſuppoſed as an effect which 
might follow from the operations of this bill, it was a ſup- 
won too groundleſs and idle to combat. The colonies of 
New England he ſaid were proviſion colonies, they were great 
goung ſettlements ; they had not indeed been equally atren- 
tive to ti lage as the farmers of the middle colonies had been, 
but that they raiſed ſufficient corn, rye and barley for their 
lubſiſtance ; that although they imported ſome flour and biſ- 
cuit from Philadelphia and New York, yet the firſt was 
chiefly for the luxury of the rich, and the latter for fitting out 
their ſhipping. If it became neceſſary to reſtrain their trade 
the latter would not be wanted, and if people will go to war 
they muſt expect to give up the former. He added, that if the 
bill proceeded from any ſuch principles of hard- heartedneſs, 
orif he could ſee any ſuch cruel effects in it as had been 


nltead of any ſuch miſchievous effect on the colonies, we 
ſhould have need to watch, that it did not produce a contrary 
tet, namely, that of turning their thoughts mete ſeriouſly 
1 ; if it ſhould, might it not have the effect fabled 
n the ſtory of Antæus, that the moment in which they touch 
le ground, from that moment they ſhould derive ſtrength 

He concluded by ſaying that he conſidered this bill ſimply 
$2 commercial regulation ; as a temporary- withelding of 
boſe induſgencies which particular laws and connivance had 
pren, in relaxation of the general laws on which the plan- 
Won trade had been originally eſtabliſhed ; as witholding 
heſe indulgences ſo long as the colonies ſhould think fit to 


Pe conſidering it in this light alone that he acquieſced 
it. | 
"+ Mr. 


tated, he would have oppoſed it, inſtead of acquieſcing in it; 


chibit the trade of Great Britain; it was, he ſaid, from ſee- 
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Mr.Dexdes, Mr. Dundas (ſolicitor general of Scotland] ſaid, that by 
c 


Mr. Hartig. Mr. Hartley ſaid, that a letter had been written by the Earl 


Mr. Rh. Mr. Rigby oppoſed this; he ſaid, adminiſtration mult al- 


Right Hon. 
T. Town- 


Mr. Fog. 


f 


. miniſter to produce or withold it at his pleaſure, 
Lerd North, 
mere ſpirit of curioſity might prompt men to call for ; but 
that bare curioſity, in his opinion, ſhould not be gratißel 
when it might be productive of evil; that he believed it v 
neither novel nor extraordinary to kee 4 matters ſe 


From the beginning his lordſhip had taken care. to lead tit 
Houſe blindfel 
ſo, till he found ſome perſonal convenience in acting other 


what had been thrown out, he thought himſelf called upon, 
and almoſt perſonally deſcribed; that while any who differed 
from him in opinion ſhould, in animadverting upon his ar- 
re quote them fairly, and ſtate them juſtly, he ſhould 
it ſtill, and hear with patience ; but when any gentleman 
ſhould wholly miſunderſtand or miſtake them, he would al. 
ways hope to explain himſelf, and anſwer. In what J ſaid 
in a late debate (continued he) I did not ſay that I approy- 
ed of meaſures of ſtarving a whole people; but 1 ſaid, that 
if matters between us and the Americans were come to that 
iſſue, that we muſt at laſt uſe force, and perhaps the ſword, 
Surely thoſe meaſures which would prevent them from be- 
ing able to reſiſt, might prevent us from coming to the 
harſher meaſures of the ſword and bloodſhed. He thought 
theſe meaſures would bring them to their ſenſes, and to think, 
and would therefore in the end, prove mercy to them. This, 
] hoped, would be the true operation and effect of this bill; 
and, therefore, approving that operation, I muſt diſapprove this 
motion, 
The queſtion was called for, and put: the ayes 58, the 
noes 188; and fo the noes had it. ! 
The bill read, and carried to the lords. 


of Dartmouth to Governor Colden, of New York, dated the 
10th of December, 1774; as this letter contained matter well 
worthy the conſideration and attention of the Houſe, he ſhould 
be glad, he ſaid, to have it laid before the Houſe, by way of in- 
formation. | 


ways be underſtood to be the ſole judges of what is and what 
is not proper to be laid before the Houſe. 

Right Hon. . Townſhend obſerved, it was a very novel and 
extraordinary doctrine to affirm, that when a paper was call 
ed for, and particularly deſcribed, it was in the option of the 


Lord North contended there were many papers, which 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble lord {Lord North] was uniform 


d; and would, he was certain, continue to 0 
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wiſe,, He pronounced confidently, that the bill juſt paſſed * 
could mot ſucceed ; and deſired the noble lord to recollect his 

words, and at the ſame time not to come to parliament, 

kling them; though the meaſure miſcartied, it was their 

meaſure, for if they had not framed, they had, after the 

fulleſt deliberation, approved of it. The fact was the very con- 

tary, as his lordſhip had been both the framer and approver; 

nd that by the arts of miſinformation on one hand, and want 

of any material information on the other, parliament were 

xrſuaded into an approbation of his meaſures, | ER + 

Mr. Hartley moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented Mr. Harig 
his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give di- 9 
eftions that there be laid before this Houſe, a copy of a let- 

tr from the Earl of Dartmouth to Lieutenant Governor 

Colden, of the 10th of December, 1774. It paſſed in the 


tive, 3 | | | 
— Johnflont ſaid he had been informed that an ex- Gov. F«&ns 
tzordinary petition from Jamaica had been received by the e.. 
niaiſters, that the contents were of the utmoſt importance; 
* deſired to know the reaſon it was not laid before tlie 
oule ? = 8 
Lord North ſaid, he could aſſign no reaſon ; he did not Tord Mertz. 
how there was any reaſon, The petition was from the aſ- | 


u Wnbly of the iſland, haſtily agreed upon, juſt at the end of 
he tie ſeſſion, ; b | i 
ell Mr. For thought that was a ſufficient reaſon to force it Mr. Far- 
en his lordſhip's notice; for it was his lordſhip's practice 


b tranſact the moſt important buſineſs at the end of the 


mon, 


l- Lord North ſaid it ſhould be brought, The following is Lord North; 
hat WH copy of it. 105: : 

nd of the Petition and Memorial of the Aſſembly of Jamaica, 

l- to the King in Council. 4 | 

a: JAMAICA; :: 

To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty in Council, 

ud 


The humble Petition and Memorial of the Aſſembly of 
3 Jamaica 
ot Gracious Soveteign, PL TOY .q 
We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and joyal ure the aſ- 
ably of Jamaica, having taking into our conſideration th 
it critical ſtate of the colonies; Humbly dpproach th 
Tone to aſſure your Majeſty of our moſt dutiful regard td 
royal perſon and family, and our attachment to and” res 
| | „ liancꝭ 


la impoſed on us by Great Britain, though always truly 
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liance on our fellow ſubjects in Great Britain, founded oy + 
moſt ſolid and durable baſis ; the continued enjoyn: ents 
our perfonal rights and the fecurity of our properties. 

That weak and feeble as this colony 1s, from its very ſmall 
number of white inhabitants and its peculiar ſituation, from 
the incumbrance of more than 200,000 flaves, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that we now intend, or ever could have intended 
. rr Great Britain. 

That this colony bas never, by riots or other violent mea- 
ſures, oppoſed or permitted an act of refiſtance againſt any 


ſepſible of our juſt rights and of the pernicious conſequences, 
both to the parent and infant ftate, with which ſome of them 
muſt be attended ; always relying with the moſt implicit con- 
fidence on the juſtice and paternal tenderneſs of your Majeſy 
even to the moſt feeble and diſtant of your ſubjects, and de 
pending, that when br Majeſty and your parliament ſhould 
Have maturely confidered and deliberated on the claims of 
Great Britain and her colonies, every cauſe of diſſatis- 
faction would be removed. Fhat juſtly alarmed at the 
approaching horrors of an unnatural conteſt between Great 
ritain and her colonies, in which the moſt dreadful 
calamities to this ifland, and the inevitable deſtruction of 
the ſmall ſugar colonies are involved: and excited by theſe 
apprehenſions, as well as by our affection for our fellow ſul 
' Jes both in Great Britain and the colonies, we implore 
your Majeſty's favourable reception of this our humble pe 
fition and memorial, as well on behalf of ourſelves and ou 
- conſtituents the good people of this iſland, as on behalf of a 
other his Majeſty's ſubjects the coloniſts of America; bu 
eſpecially thoſe who labour at preſent under the heavy weigh 
of your Majeſty's diſpleaſure, for whom we entreat to be ad 
mitted as humble: fuitors, that we may not at ſo importa 
a criſis be wanting te contribute our fineere and well-meant 
however ſmall, endeavours, to heal thoſe diſorders whict 
may otherwiſe terminate in the deſtruction of the empire. 
hat as we conceive it neceſſary for this purpoſe to ente 
into the diſſerent claims of 'Gieat Britain and bor colon 
—— leave to place it in the royal mind as the firſt ell 
bliſhed principle of the conſtitution, that the people of + 
nd have a right to partake, and do partake, of the leg verni 
tion of their countty ; and that no laws can . £ 
| dach As Lackes their "ſe en by themſelves or we and 
repreſentatives "Eng t follows therefbte that no one part WW that 


* 
? 


N Majeſty's Englim fubjects either can or ever could 
Eilais for any other part. f | 
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That the ſettlers of the firſt colonies, but eſpecially thofe. of 
the elder colonies of North America, as well as the conque- 
rors of this iſland were a part of the Engliſh people, in every 
reſpect 9 1 to them, and poſſeſſed of every right and pri- 
vilege at the time of their emigration, which the people of 
England were poſſeſſed of and irrefragably to that great right 
of conſenting to the laws which ſhould bind them, in all caſes 
whatſoever, and who emigrating at firſt in ſmall numbers 
when they might have been oppreſſed, ſuch rights and pri- 
vileges were conſtantly guarantied by the crown to the emi- 
grants and conquerors, to be held and enjoyed by them in 
the places to which they emigrated, and were confirmed by 
many repeated ſolemn engagements made public by procla- 
mation, under the faith of which they did actually emigrate 
and conquer, and therefore the people, of England had no 
rights, power, or privilege to give to the emigrants as theſe 
were at the time of their emigration, poſſeſſed of all ſuch rights 
equally with themſelves. SY | | 
That the peers of England were poſſeſſed of very eminent 
ind diſtinguiſhed, privileges in their own rights as a branch 
of legiſlature. A court of juſtice in the dernier reſort for all 
appeals from the people, and in the firſt inſtance, for all cauſes 
altituted by the repreſentatives of the people; but that it does 
not appear that they ever conſidered themſelves as acting in 
ſueh capacities for the colonies, the peers having never to 
this day heard or determined the cauſes of the coloniſts in 
appeal, in which it ever was, and is their duty, to ſerve. the 

jets within the realm. | | 

hat from what has been ſaid it appears, that the emigrants 
could receive nothing from either the peers or the de the 
former being unable to communicate their privileges, and the 
latter on no more than equal footing with themſelves, but that 
vith the King it was far a The royal prerogative 
% now annexed to, and belonging to the crown, being: to- 
tally independent of the people, who cannot invade, 200 to, 
or diminiſh it; nar reſtrain, nor invalidate thoſe legal grants 
which the preragative hath a juſt right to give, and hath very 
liberally # Ay 1he encouragement of colonization, To 
colonies it granted almoſt all the royal powers of go- 
ernment which they hold and enjoy at this day, but to none 
vf them did it grant leſs than to the firſt conquerors of this 
land, in . it is declared by a royal proclamation, 
that they ſhall haye the ſame privileges to all intents and 

Prpoſes, as the freeborn ſubjects of England, 
1 2 That 


7 


Irs | 


impeached by a Houſe of Commons. 
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That to uſe the name or authority of the people of the 
parent ſtate, to take away or render ineffectual the legal grants 
of the cron to the coloniſts is deluſive and deſtroys that con- 
Rdence which the people have ever had and ought to have 
of the moſt ſolemn royal grants in their favour, and render 
unſtable and inſecyre thoſe very rights and privileges which 
prompted their emigration. 5 | 
That your coloniſts and your petitioners having the moſt 
implicit confidence in the royal faith, pledged to them in the 
moſt ſolemn manner by your predeceſſors, reſted ſatisfed 
with their different portions of the royal grants, and having 
been bred from their infancy to venerate the name of par- 
liament, a word till dear to the heart of eyery Briton, 


and conſidered as the Palladium of liberty, and the great Wt 
ſource from whence their own is derived, received the ſeverai . 
acts of parliament of England and Great Britain for the re- Wt 
ulation of the trade of the colonies, as the ſalutary precau- WW hi 
tions of a prudent father for the proſperity of a wide ex- et 
tended fariily and that in this light we receiyed them with- 1 
out à thought of queſtioning the right, the whole tenor of t 
our conduct will demonſtrate, for above one hundred years ; Mot 
that, though we received theſe regulations of trade from our ob. 
fellow ſubſects of England and Great Britain, fo advantageous Nixe 
to us, as coloniſts, as Engliſhmen, and Britons, we did not Wiſs we 


thereby confer on them a power of legiſlation for us, far leſs 
of deſtroying us and our children, by Svelting us of all rights 
renden 
That with reluctance we have been drawn from the pro- 
ſecution of our internal affairs, to behold with amazement 
a plan almoſt carried into execution, for enſlaving the colonies; 
founded, as we conceive, on a claim of parliament to bind the 
coloniſts in all caſes whatfoever,  ' 

©" Your humble petitioners have for ſeveral years with deep 
and filent ſorrow, lamented this unreſtrained exerciſe of le- 
giſlative power, ſtill hoping from the interpoſition of their 
Topebiem, to avert that laſt and greateſt of calamities, that 
of being reduced to an abject ſtate of ſlavery, by having an 
arbitrary government eſtabliſhed in the colonies ; for the very 
attempting of which, a miniſter of your predeceſſors was 


With like ſorrow do we find the popiſh religion eſtabliſhed 
by law, which by — wad oily dds tolerated. | 

That the moſt eſſential rights of the coloniſts have been 
invaded, and their property given and granted to your Majefty 
by men not intitled to ſuch-a power. = Th 
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That the murder of the coloniſts hath been encouraged by 
mother act, diſallowing and annulling their trials by juries 
of the vicinage; and that fleets and armies have been ſent to 
enforce thoſe dreadſul laws. 

We therefore, in this deſperate extremity, muſt humbly beg 
leave to approach the throne, to declare to your Majeſty, that 
ur fellow ſubjects in Great Britain, and conſequently their 
repreſentatives the Houſe of Commons, have not a right, as 
we truſt we have ſhewn, to legiſlate for the colonies; and 
that your petitioners, and the coloniſts, are not nor ought not 
to be bound by any other laws, than ſuch as they have them- 
eyes aſlented to, and not difallowed by your Majeſty. * 

Your petitioners do therefore make this claim and demand, 
ſom their Sovereign, as guarantee of their juſt rights, on the 
ith and confidence of which they have ſettled, and continue 
o refide in thefe diſtant parts of the empire, that no laws 
tall be made and attempted to be forced upon them, injurious 
v their rights as coloniſts, Engliſhmen or Britons. 

That your petitioners, fully ſenſible of the great advantages 
int have ariſen from the regulations of trade in general, 
por to the year 1760, as well to Great Britain and her 
twlonies, as to your petitioners in particular, and being 
nxiouſly defirous of encreaſing the good effects of theſe laws, 
n well as to remove an obſtacle, which is now in our go» 
unment, and could not have exiſted on the principles of 
u conſtitution, as it hath ariſen from colonization ; we 
bdeclare for ourſelves and the good people of this iſland, 
ut we freely conſent to the operation of all ſuch acts of 
be Britiſh: parliament, as are limited to the regulation of our 
ternal commerce only, and the ſole objects of which are 
e mutual advantage of Great Britain and the colonies. 
We, your petitioners, do therefore beſeech your Majefty, 
tyou will be pleaſed, as the common parent to your ſub- 
Ws, to become a mediator between your European and 
erican ſubjects, and to conſider the latter, however far 
wored from your royal preſence, as equally intitled to your 
ection, and the benefits of the Engliſh conſtitution, the 
mation of which - muſt diſſolve that dependence on the 
ent ſtate, which is our glory to acknowledge, whilſt en- 
iz thoſe rights, under her protection. But ſhould this 
l'of union be ever deſtroyed; and the coloniſts reduced 
Wnſider themſelves as tributaries to Britain, they muſt 
io venerate her as an affectionate parent. | | 
© beſeech your Majeſty to believe, that it is our earneſt 
r 
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| all happineſs, proſperity and honor, and that there may 
never be wanting one of. your illuſtrious line, to tranſmit 
the bleſſings of our excellent conſtitution to the lateſt po- 
ſterity, and to reign in the hearts of a loyal, grateful and 


affectionate people. 
Paſſed the aſſembly this 23d day of December, 1774, 


March 9. 
== Houſe reſolved itfelf into a committee on American 
airs, | 

Lord North, Lord North moved, that the chairman be directed to move 
the Houſe, that leave be given to bring in a bill to re. 
ſtrain the trade and commerce of the colonies of New Jerſey, 
Penfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt 
Indies, under certain conditions and limitations. He aid, 
as the fouthern provinces had acceded to the non-importa 
tion and non-exportation agreement, it would be a manifel 
partiality not to make their puniſhments the ſame as the 
northern provinces. 

Lord F:b= Lord Jem Cavendiſh ſaid, he little expected to ſee anothe 

c. bill of the fame tendency with the laſt ſo ſoon make it 
appearance. But he ſhould endeavour to frame his min 
ſo as that nothing ſhould ſurpriſe him. 

Sir Williow Sir William Mayne was no leſs aſtoniſhed, as he under 

A . ftood from the noble Lord on a former occaſion, that | 
meant to proceed no further, till it ſhould be known wh 
effect the former bill would have; adding, that he thoug! 
the preſent an irritating meaſure, from which no (alutat 
conſequence could be expetted, 

Mr.Herily, Mr. Hartley, after lamenting the fluQuating ſtate of 
public counſels, obſerved, that a few days ſince, vothi 
was echoed from the other fide of the Houſe but plans 
conciliation, of moderation, and conceſſion. In all prot 
bility, ſaid thoſe gentlemen, though all the colonies ſho 
not conſent to tax themſelves, or break the non · import 
tion and non- exportation agreement, ſome of them certal 
will, and deſtroy the confederay, the refractory with * 
little ſtruggle, muſt ſubmit. Now, what is the languat 
Drive the whole continent of America into deſpair ; hold 
no temptation to the moderate and leſs offending, 2nd | 
is the ſure way to reſtore peace and harmony, to recover” 
commerce, juſt on the verge of deſtruction, and to recon! 
them — to our government. He faid, he had been 
formed that lands on the confines of Virginia had been & 
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ot the concluſion of the late Indian war, which ceſſion had 
deen divided into 22 ſhares; and that thoſe ſhares had been 
fold, Not intending to reflect upon the noble lord {Lord | 
Dunmore] who muſt have had the principal hand in that | 
buſineſs, or upon any other perſon in particular, he wiſhed | 
for information from the noble lord [Lord North} whether | 
the facts thus confidently reported, were true. | 

Lord North gave no anſwer to the laſt query, but endea- Lend North 
joured to defend the propriety of the bill now moved for. 
The former bill was only againſt a part of America; 
this was againſt the remainder, He ſaid, he did not re- 
cle that he had ever faid he would wait to know the 
went of the firſt bill, before he propoſed another. As the 
colonies had come to an agreement to carry on no trade 
whatever with Great Britain, Ireland, or the Weſt Indies, 
he was clearly of opinion, that it became indiſpenſably ne- 
effary to reſtrain their commerce, and prevent them from 
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trading with any other cou . 
Motion 8 to. r 
March 10. 
Adjourned to March 13. 
March 13. 
decond reſtraining- bill read the firſt time. 
March 14. 
Nothing material. 
March 15. 


GCrrge Grenville, Efq. It has been frequently urged, and 
need with ſome 1 that no — BY Dade the j 
povifons equal to thoſe agreed to by the laſt, for a ſyſtem of 
ſuliamentary independence in this Houſe, At leaſt, Sir, I 
n not the man to reprobate it, or to endeavour to take from 
them any part of the merit which they, on that head, are fo 
ily entitled to. If, however, there ſhould be any part of that 
plan imperfect ; if, from the exigeney of the time, or indeed 
hom any other reaſons, they were not enabled to purſue that 
lem to the utmoſt, we, their ſucceſſors, muſt feel it ineum- 
on us to give it due eonſideration, and, in the diſcuſſion 
#it, we ſhanld adopt it as a legacy entruſted to us; and we 
i" well juſtified in aſſenting to any feaſible ſyſtem, however 
Milly the great arguments for it may be urged, however un- 
au! may de the abilities of him who moves it, however 
Mt his authority, however great his inexperience. The 
lof which we now complain lies within a very ſhort com- 
N: Til not; therefore, 'detain you long in ſtating it. It 
net de denied me, tat there ute many 9 . 
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which a member of this Houſe may wiſh to reſign his truſt in- 
to the hands of thoſe from whom he held it. I know that 
here I tread on the maſt tender ground, when I attempt to de- 
fine the relative duties of — — and repreſentative, or 
when [ ſtate a ſituation in which we can be juſtified, in re- 
fuſing to lend our ſervices to the public, and to this Houſe: 
the poſition, however, which I lay down, and which I muſt 
prove to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, is, that there are 
ſituations in which, ſo far from acting diſhonourably or 
unworthily, a member would juſtly deſerve both theſe impu- 
tations, did he not avml himſelf of every legal means of di- 
veſting himſelf of his truſt. Need I, Sir, remind this Houſe 
of the inftances we daily ſee, of the old members, to whoſe 
ſervices and attentions we have been ſo much obliged, ex- 
hauſted in their attendance on this Houſe; they may feel them- 
ſelves unequal to their eager wiſhes, in performing the duties 
incumbent on their ſtation ; the vigour of their mind impair. 
ed, the ſtrength of their conſtitution ſacrificed to their ſervi- 
ces, what muſt be their wiſh? Ripe in years, and ripe in 
honours, they wiſh but for a few tranquil moments, prepara- 
tory for the grave. A ſecond ſituation may occur, in which 
a member may wiſh for any honourable means of vacating his 
ſeat 3 when called upon by motives of intereſt, conveniency, 
or perhaps nobler motives, he may employ the power of his 
life in active foreign ſervice, of a nature which may not va- 
cate his ſeat under the preſent ſyſtem. Will it not, Sir, em- 
bitter thoſe moments, perhaps' otherwiſe happy, when he re- 
fleQs, that the only return which he can make to the kind 
partiality of his conſtituents, which placed him here, is to de- 
prive them, by his abſence, of their ſhare in the repreſenta- 
tion? Allow me, Sir, to name a third, which is, indeed, of 
a much more ſerious nature: let us ſuppoſe a member poſſeſ- 
ſed of the qualifications requiſite for the ſeat he takes; by ac- 
cident, or indeed for — B44 for a helpleſs family, or for any 
other motive at bis option, he may be reduced to part with 
that qualification; ſcruples of a conſcientious heart may ſug- 
geſt to him the neceſſity of ſurrendering a ſeat, to which, in 
my conſtruction of the act, from that moment he can have 
no claim. I conteſs the caſe is not likely to happen; but a 
long as it is poſſible, I have a right to uſe it to my argument. 
Having, Sir, ſtated theſe three, out of a great variety of fi- 
tuations, where. it is expedient and proper for a member tt 
wiſh to diveſt himſelf of his truſt, I ſhall, in a few words, 
ſtate the only method which at preſent. can be taken for the 
purpoies. The place bill was originally meant as the great 


ſecurity to independence in this Houſe, by giving to the eie 
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tors the power of rejecting thoſe who might appear to them 
to have accepted empleyment, on dependent principles. By 
the abuſe of the times, this has been long ſince perverted to 
different and unconſtitutional purpoſes ; for it is under 
this bill, that members, wiſhing to vacate their ſeats, ſollicit 
the favour of the miniſter. As this is the firſt time that I have 
named the miniſter, I owe it to myſelf to declare, that in this 
notion I diſclaim all perſonal attack ; it is founded on a great 
conſtitutional line, without conveying any reproach to the 
wble lord at the head of the treaſury ; ſhould J, therefore, 
have occaſion (which I am perſuaded I ſhall not) to quote 
aſs, in which this courteſy of the miniſter has been refuſed, 
| ſhall confine myſelf to inſtances in a more remote period. 
To remedy this evil, it is propoſed, with the greateſt defe- 
race to the opinions of this Houſe, to enable the members to 
nate their ſeats, by ſignifying their wiſh to the Speaker, un- 
ler certain regulations, Nor, Sir, is this idea entirely new; 
tis a part of the ancient conſtitution of this Houſe, which, 
| hope, the following precedents, extracted from your jour- 
ws, will ſufficiently prove. | 
[He here quoted a multitude of precedents to prove, That, 
fum the year 1575 to 1609, it had been the invariable practice 
forliament, to iſſue new writs in the room of ſuch as were 
or on actual ſervice. ] 
| ſhould entreat the pardon of the Houſe, for detaining 
den ſo long on the ſubject of precedents, were they not ne- 
elary to ſhew, that this motion (if it ſucceeds) will only 
og our parliamentary conſtitution to its former ſyſtem, I 
We not quoted many inftances where ſeats have been vacated 


of foreign ſervice ; the reaſon is not from want of precedents, 
ſeſ- in from the too great abundance of them, which (to ſay 
ac- uh) almoſt univerſally contradict each other on the face of 
any 


1 I ſtand, however, in the judgment of the 
ſe, who will, I doubt not, agree with me, that in theſe 
Wo ſituations the practice of ancient times has been invari- 
le, I ſhall only treſpaſs further on the indulgence of the 
hae, to conſider ſhortly what may be the objections. The 
will probably be, that it retrenches the prerogative of the 
om, I will anſwer it in one word, that I know of no pre- 
ure which can diſpoſe ſo arbitrarily of a ſeat in this Houſe. 
may, indeed, be of a more ſerious nature : it ma 

urged, that we fail in our duty to our conſtituents, by dif. 
ng the great reciprocal tie between us; that from the mo- 
at of our return to parliament we are the indented ſervants 
the public. In anſwer to this objection, which is indeed 
ery delicate and tender _ et me aſk any _— 
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15. Bultiſ. Lord Bulkely ſeconded the motion, on the ſame princip 
Mr. Der. Mr. De Grey oppoſed the motion; ſaid he did not app 


Lord Feh- Lord Folke/tine obſerved that the preſent conſtitution 


Vene. 


wages from their conſtituents, and the ſervice of pz 
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able gentleman who uſes it in argument, whether this conf. 
deration ever weighed one moment with any man, who wiſh- 
ed to vacate, 2 the preſent ſyſtem. The only difference 
then will be, that we ſhall be conſtitutionally authorized to 
adopt a meaſure, which at preſent we are forced to concea 
under a falſe pretence, and by a mean evaſion ; and even this 
Sir, is dealt out to us as a courteſy of government; and ap 
peal to the independent feelings of many who hear me, whe 
ther this conſideration is not alone a ſufficient reaſon for th 

reſent motion. It may be'urged, that it is ill- timed. A 
— me to ſay, that no time could be ever ſo opportune 
and this argument I ground on the candor of the noble lor 
oppoſite to me. He has, as I am informed, (for I am but youn 
in parliament} declared his reſolution of never refuſing th 
courteſy to any member, of any party. I will do him juſtic 
in ſuppoſing, that he took that determination from the co 
ciouſneſs of the poſſible miſuſe of the power lodged in h 
hands. Whatever were his reaſons, they will all opera 
ſtrongly to determine him, to give that ſupport to this m 


tion, which I am ſure he will, from knowing how much fo 


future miniſter may miſapply this power. I have now, SI.” 
only to thank the Houſe for their indulgence to me, and hu th 
bly to move you, That leave be given to bring in a bill to 0 
able the Speaker of the houſe of commons to iſſue his warrat . 
for new writs for members to ſerve in parliament, in the roc 'h 
of ſuch members as ſhall ſignify to him their deſire of vacati 75 
their ſeats, under certain regulations. _u 


I would only add, that the regulations would be only fc 


few, which may be neceſſary, and may be afterwards m 
fully diſcuſſed. 


of it, and that the power ſhould remain where it no 
of granting leave to vacate the ſeat. 


vacating ſeats was not interwoven in it, but had crept 
it of late years, by a ſtrange perverſion of an act of 
liament ; but that if even it had been of older date, yet 
time had made an intire difference in the conſtitution 0 
Houſe of Commons. That when the members rect 


ment was a burthen people did not wiſh to bear, it ** 
have been very improper to have given them ſuch pow! ag [ 


quitting their ſtation ; but that at preſent the caſe was alt 


and fo far from being a burthen it was an honour ever 
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bn wiſhed for, and no ſooner was a vacancy declared for 
uy place, but fifty candidates were ready to ſtart, | 
Mr. Elis againſt the motion. Obſerved that he always Mr, V. El- 
tad a diſlike to doing any thing which altered the conſtitu- . 
ton ; that it was opening a door which would perhaps let 
nfreſh innovations; that in the preſent inſtance no one had 
kd in defence of the motion, that the preſent time called for 
ch a meaſure, as the miniſter had been complimented on the 
miineſs with which he granted the Chiltern hundreds; and as 
hat was the caſe, he could ſee no preſent neceſſity on ſpecu- 
live opinions to adopt a meaſure our forefathers had never 
tought of. He declared he ſhould agree to the motion if it 
wuld be ſhewn there was any neceſſity for ſuch a bill at this time, 
This brought up | 
Mr. Bayly. He ſaid he knew not whether he ſhould be Mr. Pay. 
de to convince that right honourable gentlemen who held 
þ lucrative an office under government, but if the Houſe 
wuld indulge him with leave to lay before them a few plain 
ks in which he himſelf was particularly concerned, he made 
wdoubt but many other gentlemen would ſee the indiſpenſi- 
neceſſity of ſuch a regulation as was intended by the preſent 
(tion, He then informed the houſe, that though he had now 
tehonour of being repreſentative for Weſtbury, the place of his 
Rtivity, yet he had firſt offered himſelf a candidate for Abing- 
kn, where being oppoſed by a gentleman who was ſheriff for 
& county, he petitioned the Houſe againſt his return, as 
lng from his office ineligible ; that the ſelect committee, in 
tnformity to the great truſt repoſed in them, declared the 
tection to be null and void ; that the moment the determina- 
ln of the committee was known, he reſolved upon offering 
nſelf again, as he was well aſſured that his intereſt in the 
dough was conſiderably ſtrengthened ſince the laſt election; 
it before he ſet out, he conſulted many of his friends in the 
Fuſe, to know whether he was likely to meet with any diffi- 
ty in vacating the ſeat he now poſſeſſed, and was aſſured 
them all, that he need be under no apprehenſions on that 
de, as the noble lord at the head of the treaſury had de- 
rd to the whole Houſe, on other occaſions, and particularly 
I the caſe of colonel Luttrel, that he never did nor ever 
ud refuſe any of the vacating places to any gentleman who, 
buld apply for them, whatever fide of the houſe he ſhould 
Men to be on, and that this was his conflant rule in ſuch 
# In full reliance, therefore, on ſo ample a declaration, 
Feially from a miniſter who was ſo frequently boaſting of 
I word in that houſe, he poſted away directly for that bo- 
dd, as no time was then to be loſt, his opponent having 
| gone 
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Lord Nertb. Lord North owned that he had wrote that letter, that if 


ing none was neceſſary; but only applied it to the ſubject in 


gone before, and as ſoon as he got there, he applied to the mi. 
niſter, through a noble friend of his in town for one of the 
vacating places; but to his inexpreffible aſtoniſhment, an 
anſwer was returned by the miaiſter to his noble friend, di- 
realy contrary to the above declaration; and as the letter 
containing that anſwer was not to be conſidered in a private, 
but of a public and very intereſting nature, he begged leave 
to lay it before the houſe. [ Mr. Bayl then read the letter, in 
which is contained the following very extraordinary paragraph ; 
% have made it my conftant rule to reſiſt every application 
« of that kind, where any gentleman entitled to my friend- 
5 ſhip would have been prejudiced by my compliance. Mr. 
Mayor would, therefore, have juſt occaſion to complain of 
<< my conduct towards him, if I ſhould make his caſe an ex- 
s ception to my general rule.”) Mr. Bayly, after having read 
this extraordinary epiſtle, made no comment upon it, as think- 


debate, by ſubmitting it to the Houſe, whether ſuch an ex- 
ample from ſuch a miniſter did not clearly demonſtrate the 
neceflity for the regulation propoſed.“ 


there 


_ 4 — 


* Since this debate, the honour of his noble friend has been 
much aſperſed by the miniſter and his adherents for ſuffering a 
private confidential letter (as they are pleaſed to repreſent it 
to be communicated to the Houſe. With what juſtice theſe 
aſperſions have been thrown out upon a nobleman whoſe ho- 
nour has hitherto been unimpeached, the public will beſt be 
able to judge from a peruſal of the letters themſelves, which 
we have his lordſhip's permiſſion to lay before them at full 


length, as follows. 
"OM Hill-Areet, Thurſday. 
My Loxp, 


HAVING this moment received a letter from Mr. Bayly, 
A defiring me to preſent his reſpectful compliments to you 
lordſhip, and to requeſt you'll permit him to vacate his ſeat 
for the —_— of Weſtbury, by immediately granting bim 
the Chiltern hundred ; I flatter myſelf your lordſhip will ex 
cuſe my giving you this trouble, | | 
ws I am, my lord, | 
Your lordſhi p's moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
&t F Aniugnon. 


Mr. Bayly is now conteſting afreſh, the election at 
Avingdon, with his late opponent Mr, Mayor, 


Downin; 
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there was any blame in it, it ought to be thrown on him, _ 
e 

My Lox p, 85 Downing-ſtreet, March 9, 1775. 


[7 gives me great concern that I am not able to comply 
with Mr. Bayly's requeſt, The caſes have certainly been 
yery few, in which I have excuſed myſelf from granting va- 
cated offices to members of parliament ; but I have made it 
ny conſtant rule to reſiſt every application of that kind, where 
any gentleman entitled to my friendſhip would have been pre- 


udiced by my compliance. Mr. Mayor would, therefore, 
— juſt reaſon to complain of my conduct towards him, if 


I ſhould make his caſe an exception to my general rule. 1 


truſt in your lordſhip's equity, and in Mr. Bayly's, that you 
will think me well juſtified in declining to obey your com- 
mands upon this occaſion, which I aſſure you I ſhall do with 
geat pleaſure, whenever it is in my power, 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, my lord, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
Nox rx. 


Theſe then are the letters, and we may now aſk the reader 


what privacy he finds in them; or what confidence is be- 
conf | by the communication ? His lordſhip conveys to the 
miniſter the requeſt of his friend; a requeſt founded in rea- 
ſon and equity, and authoriſed by the miniſter's own explicit 
declaration to the Houſe, in the moſt unlimitted terms, upon 
2 ſimilar occaſion, The miniſter, in direct violation of all 
thoſe ſacred ties, returns a flat refuſal to the requeſt, Was 
then his lordſhip under any particular obligations of ſecrecy 
for a refuſal, eſpecially of ſuch a nature? Was he bound to 
mother the injuſtice, becauſe his friend was to be the ſufferer ? 
Was he not rather bound by that regard to truth and to the 
Intereſt of his country, which are ever predominant in the 
breaſt of a good man, however little a miniſter may feel the 
predominance of either, to lay open to the public what a man 
of faith they have got at the head of their affairs, and what 
confidence is at any time to be repoſed in him. Had the noble 
brd been a perſon of a violent and factious diſpoſition, ever 
thwarting the meaſures of adminiſtration; or had he been in 
lis public conduct ſtimulated the illiberal ſpirit of re- 
ſentment, or directed by the ſordid views of future advance- 
ment into office, the miniſter might then perhaps have wiſhed 
diſappoint the friend of ſuch a man; though even in that 

his former declarations ought to have been an inſupe- 
able check upon him from proceeding farther than a, bare 
Wiſh only; but what muſt we think of ſuch a refuſal to a 
tableman who in all public proceedings bas ever been 
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he was cenſurable for it; that his power being veſted ia 
him, he was certainly anſwerable for the abuſe of it. He 
then ſeverely cenſured the lord to whom he had wrote that 


letter, and Mr. Bayly for producing and reading it in the 
Houſe, as a breach of common decency and confidence; how. 
ever as there was nothing blameable in it he had no objection 
to the producing it. That he had made it a rule never to 
grant an opportunity of this nature to any perſon to oppoſe 
his friends. That eſpecially in the preſent caſe he was more 
verſe to it, as at the general election Mr. Mayor had the 
majority of votes, and was only rejected as being ſheriff at 
the time That there was all the reaſon to think that if he 
had ſet Mr. Bayly at liberty, it would only have been a vexa- 
tious oppoſition, That bh was not perſonally known to 
Mr. Mayor, but then that gentleman had intitled himſelf to 
his friendſhip by ſhewing himſelf a ſtrenuous ſupporter of the 
honour and dignity of this country, in concurring with the 
preſent American meaſures, and denied that he had ever 
made a promiſe to grant the Chiltern hundreds to any mem- 
ber who ſhould aſk for them. 

Mr. Fox. He had doubts how to vote in the preſent queſ- 
tion. That he did not approve much the opening a door 
to innovations in the conſtitution ; but on the other hand, 
as the miniſter had ſhewn ſo declared a partiality for thole 
who voted with him for American meaſures, if any thing 
he was inclined rather to bring in the bill. Was ſevere on 
Lord North's friendſhip, which he obſerved he had eluded in 
the preſent letter, by calling it perſons entitled to his friendſhip, 


Mr. Rg. Mr. Rigby, againſt the queſtion, chiefly urged how incon- 


venient it might be for the members to have a power when- 
ever they pleaſed, to deſert the ſervice of the Houſe— 
inſtanced the famous ſeceſſion in Sir Robert W alpole's time, 
and obſerved, that if it had been in their power to have 
vacated their ſeats altogether, it might: have been wa_ 
wit 
ated by the moſt candid and diſintereſted principles ; who 
has never been the dupe of a party, or ever reaped or defired 
to reap any other advantages than thoſe that naturally flow 
from the preſervation of our happy conſtitution ; who never 
trafficked with any man for parliamentary promotion, nor 
did ever liſten to any propoſals, however lucrative, made t 
him upon that ſubje& ; but voluntarily and unconditionally 
recommending thoſe whoſe honour and integrity he thought 
he might rely upon in ſo momentous a truſt, left them of ful 
liberty to judge and act for themſelves in all matters of a pubiic 
and national concern, yet ſuch is the perſon whom the miniſtc 
has thought proper firſt to inſult and afterwards to aſperſe, 
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with the inconvenience of an almoſt general election; that 
if on any popular queſtion the members of London and 
Middleſex were to vacate at once, even that might be at- 
tended with great commotion. * 

Mr. Bure. He ridiculed Mr. Rigby's notion of the dan- Mr. Burkes 
ger that might accrue at a moment of diſcontent, if a whole 
party ſhould reſolve all at once to ſurrender their ſeats, and 
create a fort of general election; as the inſtant that mens 
minds were inflamed and agitated, it would, he faid, be a 
ſtrange and unheard of revenge upon a miniſter, for his ene- 
mics to put themſelves to the expence, trouble and riſque 
of new elections, and very different from the conduct of thoſe 
who made the ſeceſſion in Sir R. Walpole's time, whoſe 
ſtanding aloof might have drawn the public attentien, and - 
conſequently have raiſed an alarm in the miniſter. 

He did not however ſeem to run the whole line of the 
propoſition, and ſeemed to own the inconveniences of leaving 
it to every man's own diſcretion to vacate his ſeat when he 
pleaſed : but thought it enough to leave a member at liber 
concurrently with the poſlſeflion of his ſeat, to offer himſelf 
at any other place, and then be permitted to make his choice 
for that place if he ſucceeded, juſt as is now done, and was 
done by himſelf in this parliament, being choſen for two places; 
which mode was, he ſeemed to think, liable to none of 
the inconveniences of every man's —_— at his own diſ- 
cretion ; but as the progreſs of the bill admitted every man 
to offer ſuch plan as he chuſes to obviate the preſent miſchief of 
a power in the miniſter to give undue preferences to his own 
inends and favourites, he declared ftrongly for bringing in 
the bill, on the principle that Lord Notth had laid down, 
meaning to give it as a reward to thoſe only who voted 
with him in the American meaſures. He ſaid the Houſe 
would not have borne at any time, and ought not to bear,' that 
erery miniſter would dignify his own meaſures with the ho- 
nourable epithets of ſerving the public. He was as ſevere 
upon, and as ſtrongly reprobated the American meaſures as 
Lord North had applauded them; and inſiſted that Lord 
North in holding that language had held this out as one more 
couceur for thoſe who would ſupport him in that ruinous and 
mad career of violence that tended to alienate the colonies. 

Sir George Savile. In his opinion it would have been al- gir G 
moſt criminal in Mr. Bayly to have kept the letter ſecret. Savile. 
le had no knowledge of M. Bayly, but ſhould hereafter 
peatly eſteem his conduct in bringing the letter forward, 

t was not of a private but a public nature. He turned the 
3 uſed by Lord North and Mr, Ellis againſt 
emſelyes. 
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Lardfobe Lord John Cavendiſh, on the ſame fide and nearly to the 

c (me purpoſe, thought Mr. Bayly could not diſpenſe with 
ſecreting the letter. | 

| Mr. yy Mr. Bayly, to explain. Thought it his duty to mention 
to the Houſe theſe facts—if Lord North had granted the 
Chiltern bundreds, there would have been another member 
for Abingdon. 

Sir J. C. . Sir 7. G. Griffin obſerved, that many arguments had been 

E, Griſis. uſed by the honourable gentleman on the floor [Mr. Rigby] 
not very fairly he thought, to ſhew the improprieties Xx a 
bill not yet exiſting; and which, if hereafter found in the 

bill itſelf, might be very good reafons to urge for not 

paſſing it, but would be none in the preſent caſe; ſhould 

therefore be for introducing the bill into the Houſe, to ſee if 

it could not be ſo framed as to remove the preſent incon- 
veniences, without incurring greater, 

Mr. - Mr. Achand for the queſtion, but obſerved that the ar- 

lard. guments of Mr. Rigby were ſo forcible, that unleſs obviated, 
he ſhould perhaps vote againſt the bill. 

Cal. Bard. Colonel Barre, in a jocular manner, cloſed the debate. 
He obſerved, that tho' the noble lord had refuſed Mr. Bayly 
on his late application, yet he durſt ſay that if he would now 
apply a ſecond time, the noble lord would immediately give 
bim the Chiltern hundreds; he would not have the minority 
think this favour would be always granted to the friends of 
adminiſtration and denied to them; he remembered when 
- it had been ted to the gentleman who ſat next the noble 
lord [Mr. Wedderburne] and yet if that gentleman was nw 
to apply for it, be had no doubt it would be denied him; 
that as the noble lord had declared the ſupporters of the preſent 
American meaſures to be thoſe who were here intitled to the 
noble lord's favours, he would propoſe to him an accomodation 
they could have no objection to, viz. that he ſhould give 
all his valuable places, penſions, &c. to them, and thoſe of 
little or no value, as the Chiltern hundreds, to the oppoſi- 
tion. He aſked, was the letter marked confidential *® was 
it a private letter? It was not. The letter was of a public 
nature, and therefore the honourable gentleman [Mr. Bayly] 
was bound to read it. 

[(In the courſe of the debate proof was brought, that 
in the laſt parliament Lord North bad not kept ſtrictly to the 
rule he wiſhed to be underſtood to have laid down, having 
ſet Mr. Herbert at liberty to oppoſe Mr. Gaddard for the 
county of Wilts, and Mr. Lemon to oppoſe Mr. Praed for 
the county of Cornwall.] 4 


| Diviſion, Ayes 126. Noes, 174. | 
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A petition of the clothiers and other principal inhabitants 
of Trowbridge, in the county of Wilts, was preſented to the 
Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, 
certain perſons, ſtyling themſelves repreſentatives of the people 
of fundry provinces in America, aſſembled in general congreſs, 
have preſented a petition to his 12 in which they queſ- 
ton the authority of the ſupreme” Britiſh legiſlature, to enact 
kus for raifing a revenue in thoſę parts of his Majeſty's do- 
ninions; and that the petitioners conceive, the openly or ta- 
ctly giving up, in this inſtance, the authority of the legi- 
fature of Great Britain, over the American colonies, would 
e not only highly derogatory to the honour and dignity of 
the crown and parliament, bur greatly injurious to the wel- 
fare and trade of ( Great Britain, and that the petitioners can- 
not be inſenſible that, if their fellow ſubjects in America are 
cempted from contributing, in ſuch way as the Britiſh legi- 
fature ſhall judge beſt, and in ſome equitable proportion, with 
the inhabitants of Great Britain, to the revenues neceffary 
for ſupporting the dignity of the crown, the adminiſtration of 
torernment and juſtice in, and the protection of, the whole 
etipire, ſuch exemption to them muſt occaſion the people 
bete being unequitably and too heavily burdened ; and as the 
e e the diſproportioned and heavy ſhare of 
de public burdens, with the inhabitants of this kingdom 
he been hitherto called to bear, has been one occaſion of 
numbers of different branches of the woollen manufacture al- 
rid ne to America, ſo they are perſuaded the con- 
thvance of ſuch diſproportion would be a means of drawin 
hom hence to America yet more and more our moſt uſef fl 
nd induſtrious manufacturers and mechanicks, to a degree 
mich, in the end. muſt be pernicious both to the landed and 
timercial intereſt of Great Britain; and therefore praying, 
that the houſe will ever aſſert and maintain entire the ſupre- 
tacy of the Britiſh legiſlature over bis Majeſty's dominions 
n America, and. provide by ſuch laws and meaſures as to the 
Houſe ſhall appear beſt, that whilſt the inhabitants of thoſe 
lominions, claim and expect countenance and protection from 
be influence of the Britiſh government, and the united ſtren 
if the Brieiſh empite, they be obliged to contribute an equit- 
vat WY Wie hare towards the honourable ſupport of that government, 
che d the means of providing for the common defence and ſe- 
urity of that empire. | | | 
A petition of the like import from Nottingham, was pre- 
ſited ; entitled a petition of the aldermen, ſheriff, principal 

X x manufac- 
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manufacturers, and inhabitants, of the town and county of 

the town of Nottingham, whoſe names ate thereunto ſub. 

ſcribed; ſetting forth, that the petitioners very ſincerely la- 

ment the unhappy differences which have already ariſen be- 


reat co C e ther ſeditious 

Girit, which hath broken, age with fich 'v 

1 of Malſachuleys Bays particularly in the town of 

n 

defiance the laws and government of this kingdom; and that 
' ful return made 


8 kindneſs teſtified to them by the Britiſh ſenate in the repeal 
of the American ſtamp act, are much 8 to find that 


eir favour to the 


well know that the allegations of ſuch petitions are highly 
exaggerated; and that the 2 petitic 
ee bounds. of ſober and important truth, te- 


their intimate knowledge of the manufactory of this town, 
Gy 


preſenting cal: ch have never yet, nor in the fe- 10 
moteſt p Ility will ever be felt and experienced by the 


Aua 


1 


and dignity of Great Britain, enforce a due obedience to het 
3 ehe e, order, and good goyern 

This produced a third petition from Nottingham, [thief 
as preſented February 8. ſe Page 171] entitled a. petition 6 
the manufacturing hoſiers of the town and county of the tow 
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« tion of the aldermen, ſheriffs, principal manufacturers, and 
« inhabitants thereof, may have upon the deliberations of 
parliament at this important juncture; and, knowing no 
geater crime to their country, than to approach their repre- 
{ntatives with falſhood, and thereby miſlead the great coun- 
cil of the nation, the petitioners beg leave to expreſs their 
ahborrence of the unjuſt repreſentation of the manufacturers 
of this town and neighbourhood, which men, ſtyling them- 
{elves its aldermen, principal manufacturers, &c. have not 


ttioners do conſtitute a very great majority of the real manu- 
kfturers of this town, and the preſent petitioners are the 
committee appointed by them to tranſact this buſineſs ; the 
fiſtreſs they repreſented in their former petition is real, has 
iteady in ſome meaſure taken place, and they are perſuaded 
nuſt increaſe upon them every day, beyond their abilities to 
port, ſhould the preſent ceſſation of the North American 
nde continue; and the contrary repreſentation of men ill 
apable of judging of their trade or its dependencies has no 
bundation in truth, not one fifth of the ſigners of that pe- 
won being manufacturers, or any way concerned in the 
North American trade; and it is to obviate the impreſſion 
mich ſuch miſrepreſentation may have, to ſecond that relief 
mich the Houſe may be now meditating for their diſtreſs, 
ad to contribute by their particular experience to that per- 
& knowledge of the real ſtate of the manufactory of this 
un and neighbourhood, but the petitioners earneſtly en- 
eat that they may be heard, in proof of the ſeveral allega- 
wns in this their preſent and former petitions 
A petition of gentlemen, merchants, and traders in the 
wollen manufactory, at and near Huddersfield, in the Weſt 
ling of the county of York, was preſented to the Houſe, 
u read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners are very eſſen- 
ly intereſted in the woollen trade of the northern parts of 
ls kingdom, and particularly in the narrow cloths ; and 
lit the trade there has been good the laſt year, and is ſo at 
preſent, notwithſtanding the difficulties that it neceſſarily 
ets with from the conduct of the Americans, in preſuming 
dobſtrudt the trade from thence to many of the colonies in 
feric2 ; and that the petitioners apprehend, that any ſub- 
Mon to their unjuſt and lawful demands would be moſt 
judicial to the petitioners, as well as to the kingdom in 
acral, as it would tend to make them more inſolent, and 
X x 2 totally 


been afraid to preſent to the Houſe ; and that the former pe- 
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ſelves and their poſterity, and conſequently the whole king- 
kingdom, in perpetual diſtreſs ; and n praying tb 


which may ariſe from them, beg leave to ſet forth, that, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 
totally to overthrow the lawful authority which the king and 
parliament muſt have over all its dominions; but, ſhould the 
petitioners ſuffer a preſent loſs, they are willing to do , 
rather than a certain future one, which muſt involve them. 


Houſe will take all ſuch meaſures as ſhall be thought adviſe. 
able, to ſupport the lawful authority of this kingdom, and 
maintain the juſt rights and privileges thereof, in oppoſition 
to all its enemies whatſoever, 

A petition of the merchants, linen-drapers, and princi- 

al inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood of Bel. 
Fat, in the kingdom of Ireland, was alſo preſented to the 
Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners, with 
the deepeſt concern for the unhappy differences which at 
preſent ſubfiſt between Great Britain and her American 
colonies, and from an apprehenſion of the fatal conſequences 


as their export trade with the American colonies conſiſts 
chiefly in the exportation of linen manufacture, and that 
of white and brown linens only, by the non-importation 
agreement the petitioners are deprived of this the only va- 
luable branch of export they are permitted to carry on with 
thoſe colonies, and of which they already begin ta feel the WW n 
unhappy effects; and, that if the linen manufacture de- WW 3: 
cays, this kingdom muſt be reduced to ſuch a ſtate, as, ly 
from want of employment at home, to encreaſe emigrations, ill 
reduce the value of lands, and diminiſh every branch of WW mi 
the poor remains of the trade they enjoy; and that the WW nu 
chief . commodities which the petitioners have liberty to WW ma 
import from America into this kingdom being flax ſe d, Wi the 
lumber, wheat, and flour, ſhould the non-exportation take WH net 
place, they muſt neceſſarily be deprived of flax feed to ing 
raiſe flax to carry on their linen manufacture, of ſtaves Wi ny 
for caſks to contain our beef, pork, and butter, for Wi ty | 
the ſupply of Great Britain, his Majeſty's navy, and the Wor: 
Weſt India iſlands ; and that this train of conſequences inn 
deſtructive to the landed property, manufactures, and com- une 
merce of this kingdom, and of courſe muſt. occaſion a ve 
ſenſible diminution of his . e revenues, from the then * 

tre ſ 

am 


abſolute inability of the inhabitants ; and therefore praying 


that the ' Houſe would take the premiſes into their conl- 
deration, hoping that ſome expedient may be * ry 
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ghereby theſe conſequences may be prevented, harmony re- 
ftored, and eſtabliſhed upon a ſolid and permanent founda- 


tion. I 
All referred to the ſame committee, to whom the petitions 
from the merchants of London, & c. were referred. 


March 16. 


The Houſe in committee on the Weſt India planters pe- 
don; which was preſented an tae 2d of February laſt, by 


Mr. Alderman Oliver; who ſaid, the petitioners requeſted 


that they might be allawed to bring evidence in ſupport of 
their petition. (See a copy of the petition, page 131.) | 

Mr. Glover appeared as agent for the petitioners, and ma- 
meer of the evidence, in ſupport of the petition, 


George Walker, Eſq. called in. 


ueſtion. What is your ſituation ? 
wer. I am of Barbadoes; reſided there a great man 
jears, and have been their agent ever ſince [I left the country. 
Q. Pleaſe to inform the committee, what you know in re- 
tion to the ſtate of Barbadoes, the Leeward Iſlands, and the 
ret of the ſugar colonies ? 


A. My fituation having been ſuch, as to afford me the 
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neans, I may be preſumed to know ſomething of the ſtate of 


barbadoes, of the iſlands in its neighbourhood, and of the 
lugar colonies in general. Barbadoes, and all the ſugar 
lands, are to be conſidered as countries, in which a great ma- 
wature is eſtabliſhed. It is a manufacture of ſugar and 
um, Inſtead of being able to purchaſe at market, the raw 
materials for the manufacture, they are obliged to produce 
be raw materials from their own ſoil, They ingraft the far- 
der upon the manufacturer; not (in the intention of furniſh- 
ty the workmen with food, but) from the neceſſity of grow- 
ug the raw material, Thus the land and labour of the coun- 
ty being devoted to the cultivation of the ſugar-cane, the 
ern and proviſians they raiſe are merely accidental; they are 
v more than can be raiſed without prejudice to the ſugar- 
ane, To the ſugar-cane every thing is ſacrificed, as a trifle 
b the principal objec, In Barbadoes, I doubt whether the 
torn, (it is Indian corn, not wheat) and the ground pro- 
Mons (I mean yams, and other roots) raiſed in the iſland, 
tt ſuffcient to maintain the inhabitants for three months; 
lim certain they will not maintain them for. four months, 

* | . unleſs 
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- is reaſon to believe, the whole country is not yet engroſſed 
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unleſs the fout months be thoſe in the beginning of the year, 
in the ſeaſon for ground proviſions. The Indian corn and 

round praviſions cannot, by common means, be preſerved 

or any length of time. I ought to add the uncertainty of the 
native products, eſpecially of Indian corn and ound provi- 
ſions: dry weather, or exceſs. of wet weather, hurricanes, blaſt, 
vermine, frequently diminiſh or oy the hopes of the plan- 
ter. The laſt year exhibited a melancholy example in Barba- 
does, many families having been ſupported by public contri. 
butions. |, Nor is the foil in every 1 capable of pro- 
ducing corn, although very proper for the ſugar- cane. As to 
the Leeward Iflinds, they produce neither corn nor ground 
proviſions worth mentioning, except Tortola, Tortola was 
a cotton colony; cotton and corn are not inconſiſtent, Tor- 
tola began to make ſugar within, my remembrance ; and there 
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by. ſugar-cane, From this view of the ſugar colony, in the 
light of a manufacture, where the ſoil, as well as the labour, 
is employed in the manufacture, it follows, that ſuch colo- 
nies muſt depend, in proportion to the extenſiveneſs of the 
manufacture, upon cther places for neceſſary food, for actual 
ſubſiſtance. The obſervation applies to Jamaica, and to the 
iſlands under the Granada government. 

Qi. From what places do the ſugar colonies draw food for 
ſubſiſtence ? . 

A, They are not many; Great Britain, Ireland, North 
America. From Great Britain, the ſugar colonies receive a 
little ſalted fiſh, pilchards from the welt, herrings from the 
north. As to corn, they receive no wheat in grain, and 2 
mere trifle in flour, The flour, during the three years, from 
1771 to 1773, may be ſhewn to have been under four quar- 
ters, upon the whole to all the Weſt Indies. It may be ſhewn 
that the beans and peas together, do not exceed thirteen thou- 
fand quarters, nor the oats nineteen thouſand ; and even this 
importation, ſmall as it is, is owing to a particular circum- 
ſtance : it is, that the Indian corn of North America, the great 
fupply of the Weſt Indies, ſoon periſhes in a hot and moiſt 
climate; and as the trade is carried on from different provin- 
ces, it is unconnected, unconcerted, dependent upon the op- 
portunities, upon the caprices of individuals ; dependent up- 
an accidents of winds and weather: it is, therefore, in its na- 
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the irregularity to ſuch a degree, as to reduce 4 — 
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ny to a real, though temporary diſtreſs. Beans, peas, and 
cats, being capable of a longer reſiſtance againſt putrefaction, 
than the Indian corn from North America, the ſugar colo- 
ries, eſpecially the Leeward iſlands, who, have the feweſt in- 
ternal reſources, do therefore make ſome proviſion in theſe 
ticles, againſt that temporary diſtreſs ; ſo delicately ſtrain- 
d already is the ſtring, which. is now threatened with rough 
ind unremitting violence. I purpoſely forbear other articles 
of food from Great Britain, intended for the uſe of people of 
ome condition, hams, cheeſe, and the like; they belong 
rroperly to the See commerce of Great Britain with the. 
Weſt Indies, I confine myſelf at preſent to neceſſary food. 
leland furniſhes a large quantity of ſalted beef, park, butter, 
ad berrings, but no grain. North America ſupplies all the 
rf, both corn and proviſions. . North America is truly the 
granary of the Weſt Indies; from thence they draw the great 
quantities of flour and biſcuit, for the uſe of one claſs of 
xople, and of Indian corn for the ſupport of all the others; for 
the ſupport not of man only, but of every animal for the uſe. 
of man, horſes, ſwine, NS lay” Narh America alſo 
ſumiſhes the Weſt Indies with rice. Rice, a more expenſive 
let, and leſs capable of ſuſtaining the body under bard la- 
wur, is of a more limitted conſumption, but 1s a neceſſary in- 
wlgence for the young, the ſick, the weakly, amongſt the 
common people and the negroes. North America not only 

ſuniſhes the Weſt Indies wich bread, but with meat, wit 
ſeep, poultry, and ſome live cattle ; but the demand for 
theſe is infinitely ſhort of the demand for the ſalted beef, 
pork, and fiſh, Salted fiſh (if the expreſſion: may be per- 
nitted in contraſt with bread) is the meat of all the lower 
aks of people in Barbadoes, and the Leeward Iſlands. It 
s the meat of all the ſlaves in all the Weſt, Indies. Nor. 
vit diſdained by perſons of better condition. The North 
American navigation alſo furniſhes-the ſugar colonies with 
alt from. Turk's Iſlands, Sal Tortuga and Anguilla ; al- 
dough theſe-iſlands are themſelves. a part of the Weſt Indies. 
he teſtimony which ſome experience has enabled me, to 
r, you will find confirmed, Sir, by official accounts. 
de ſame accounts will diſtinguiſh the ſouree of . the prin- 
"pal, the great ſupply of corn and provifions, They will 
it preciſely in the middle colonies of North America: in 
hole colonies, who have made a publick agreement in their 
refs, to withold all their ſupplies after the tenth of next 
2 8 September, 
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extraordinary ftock at market, and which would forbid the 
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September. How far that „ I ann may be precipitated in 
its execution, may be retarded; or fruſtrated, it is for the 
wiſdom of parliament to conſider: but if it is perſiſted in, I 
am well founded to ſay, that nothing will ſave Barbadoe, and 
the Leeward Iſlands from the dreadful conſequences of abſo- 
Jute famine, 'T repeat the famine will not be prevented. The 
diſtreſs will fall upon them "ſuddenly ; they will be oyer- 
whelmed with it, before they can turn themſelyes about to 
look out for relief. What a ſcene ! when rapine ſtimulated 
by hunger has broken down all fences, confounded the rich 
with the poor, and levelled the freeman with his ſlave ! The 
diſtreſs will be ſudden. The body of the people do not 
look forward to diſtant events; if they ſhould to this, the 
will put their truſt in the wiſdom of parliament. Suppoſe 
them to be leſs confident in the wiſdom of parliament, 
they are deſtitute of the means of purchaſing an extraordinary 
ſtock. Suppoſe them poſſeſſed of the means; a very extra- 
ordinary ftock is not to be found at market, There is a 
plain reaſon in the nature of the ing, which prevents any 
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planter from laying it in, if there was: it is, that the ob- 
ets of it are periſhable. In thoſe climates the flour will not 
— above ſix or * weeks; the Indian corn decays in 
three months; and all the North American proviſions are fit 
WWW . ˖˙ PE 

0. If the Weſt Indies are depriyed of their uſual ſupplies 
of corn and proviſions from the middle colonies of North 
America, are there no reſources by which the deficiency may 
be made good? 92 2 j ; 3 1 wii . | 

A. I will examine the reſources I have heard mentioned. 
Great Britain cannot increaſe her exportation of corn and pro- 
viſions to the Weſt Indies ; for ſhe would increaſe a ſcarcity at 
home already complained of: notwithſtanding the aſſiſtance 
ſhe largely receives herſelf; particularly in wheat and flour 
from North America. Ireland has other markets to furniſh be- 
fides the Weſt Indies; theſe markets will not ſuffer themſelves 
to be deprived” of their uſual ſhare, beyond a certain litnitted 
degree ; a degree too limitted to ſupply the whole Welt India 
confumption. The colonies at the ſouthern extremity of Ame. 
rica, the two Floridas, ate not able. to feed themſelves ; and 
Georgia, a ſmall country, is ſaid;to have acceded to the con rels, 
At the nothern extremity, St. John's is in its infancy. Foam 
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Nova Scotia, the Weſt Indies receive Tome ſmall ſupplies 725 
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j to the ſalted fiſh from Newfoundland, it is fiſh from New 
lagland; it is taken upon the banks by the New 1 
chiefly; who are to have none to ſend: us, unlefs the 
khery bill ſhould operate a ſubmiſſion, or have no operation 
all, Canada, Sir, produces not Indian corn. In the hands 
of Great Britain, and under Engliſh laws, it has exported 
wheat ;* but the quantity is neither equal to the demand of 
de Weſt Indies; nor is it prepared for the Weſt India 
mrket; but all theſe; are .etpedients for a diſtant day. In 
future times from all theſe countries, drohe o their ſeve- 
nl natures, a conſtant and regular demand will create a con- 
taut and regular ſupply. It is impoſſible; it is inconſiſtent, 
yith the nature of commerce, to furniſh an adequate ſupply: 
oa vaſt, an immediate, and an unexpected demand; the de- 
mand and, the ſupply muſt grow up together, mutually ſup- 
prting and ſupported by each other. One more. expedient, 
mains; it-is diſtant like the reſt : it will be effectual, but 
t will be ruinous ; it is to change our ſyſtem. We muſt 
abandon the manufacture, and apply the land and labour now 
ypropriated to the manufacture to the purpoſes of raiſing 
bol. The undone remnant, of the people, who; ſhall not 
lave fallen victims to the intermediate famine may thus pro- 
nde againſt it for the time to come. I flatter myſelf, Sir, L 
have ſhewn from a deduction of facts the dependence of Bar- 
badoes and the Leeward Iſlands upon North America for ſub- 
lltence. L leave it to gentlemen of more intimate knowledge 
of the ſtate of Jamaica than I can pretend to, to ſhew that 
arelation of the ſame kind, and if not to the ſame extent, 
yet far beyond the common opinion, ſubſiſts between that great 
land, and the nothern continent. As to Granada and its der 
pendencies, Sir, let me only obſerve, that the manufacture of 
kigar and rum, and the cultivation of coffee in thoſe iſlands, 
having been proſecuted with untemitting ardour, little of 
their labour can have been diverted to the raiſing of corn and 
Povihgns, ' Their, dependence upon North America was 
Ralonable ; and I may venture to conclude. it to be ſimilar to 
hat of their neighbours, I have been the more explicit upon 
tals ſubje&, the dependence of the Weſt Indies upon North 
America for ſubſiſtence, as it is the calamity which preſſas 
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ande mediately, affecting life! as well as fortune; it is a diſtreſs 
el hich your humanity will conſpire with your intereſt to pre- 
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vent; and I truſt that the wiſdom of parliament will find 
the means. g 8 1 2 . 

MWpbat is the commodity called lumber? For what put- 
poſe uſed, and whence procured? ' WS 
A. In the Weſt Indies, they underſtood by the term lum- 
ber every ſpecies of North American wood, when prepared for 
the uſe of buildings or the cooperage. It includes the deal, 
the pine, the cypreſs, the cedar, the white oak, the red oak, 
and others ; and comes in the ſhape of beams, joiſts, planks, 
boards, ſhingles, ſtaves, and in logs. Buildings where great 
ſtrength is required, and which are expoſed to wind and wea- 
ther, demand timber of a texture more ſolid, and of a qua- 
Nty leſs ſubject to decay in thoſe climates ; it is diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of hard wood; mahogany is of that tribe, Such, 
as far as my experience extends, grow only between the tro- 
picks; the price is high, three and four ſhillings ſterling the 
cubick foot; employed from the call of neceſſity, the con- 
fumption is limitted. For every other purpoſe of the car- 
penter and of the cooper, it is the lumber of 'North America 
that is uſed,” It is a pleaſure to me, Sir, to ſpare the pa- 
tience of the committee a detaiF'of conjectural calculations. 
Tunderſtand that there is ſome official paper which will in- 
form you preciſely. "The part which is furniſhed by the mid- 
dle colonies of North America is out of all proportion to the 
others. Without lumber to repair the buildings they run 
immediately to decay. And without lumber for the proper 
packages for ſugar, and to contain rum, they cannot be ſold 
at market, they cannot even be kept at honuM. 
Q. Are there not places, beſides the middle colonies of 
North America, from whence may be drawn a ſupply of 
Jamber, in ſome degree proportionate to the wants of the Welt 


Indies; 3 
A. I will examine. The firſt reſource may be in the co- 
lony itſelf : but Barbadoes and the Leeward Iſlands are al- 
together deſtitute of wood, The gentlemen of Jamaica will 
in you how unequal their country is to its own demands. 
Remains the government of Granada. And here I beg leave 
to ſtate a fact. Ready-made houſes of North American lum- 
ber have been exported from Barbadoes to the iſlands under 
the government of Granada. Theſe ' iſlands have a of 
; and this wood is of a more durable nature than lum- 


ber : but an anxiety for the ſtaple manufacture ſuperſeded 
this conſideration ; and the labour of the ſlaves inſtead ot 
being turned to the providing of materials for the carpen- 
ler, was reſerved for the cultivation of the 1 — 


A. 1775. ee AT 
Although the ſugar colonies may find no reſources from 
their ſoil, they may find it in their market at home: Lumber 
is a commodity not ſo periſhable as corn and proviſions. 
A ſtock of it might be laid in This certainly is an expe- 
dient, It will be attempted by the provident and the 
wealthy ;—the combined. deſcription includes hot a multi- 
tude in any country,—and the attempt will greatly enhance 
the price, But it is practicable only to a certain point. Tt 
muſt be confined to the quantity at market. If an un- 
uſual quantity ſhould be imported, as is probable, ſup- 
poling no ſiniſter events to prohibit, the planter has no fund 
to pay for it, I ſpeak of the great body of planters in general, 
are not able to provide for the expences of two or more 
crops out of the profits of one crop. It is well if every 
crop can bear up againſt its own particular load, Sufficient 
to the day is the evil thereof. Before I proceed to external 
refources, I beg leave, Sir, to repeat what I have ſaid before, 
upon the ſubject of a new channel for the ſupply of corn 
and proviſions, I ſaid it was inconſiſtent ' with the nature 
of commerce to furniſh an adequate ſupply to a vaſt, an 
unexpected, and an immediate demand: that the demand 
and the ſupply muſt grow up together, mutually ſupporting 
and ſupported by each other. This principle deſtroys the 
proſpect of a timely and effectual aſſiſtance from any quarter 
whatſoever, Not content with the operation of the general 
principle, I will examine the particular reſources. I will 
only ſay of the two Floridas, that the population is feeble in 
the extreme, Georgia ſends ſome lumber ; but Georgia is 
ſaid to have acceded to the congreſs. What has been ſaid 
of the Floridas, with reſpect to population, is applicable to 
it, John's, and in ſome meaſure to Nova Scotia. Nor does 
Nova Scotia export any materials proper for caſks to contain 
tm, In Canada the population is not adequate to the new 
entereprize, without neglecting points of greater importance 
in their ſyſtem, I ſay of greater importance. Becauſe the 
Weſt India market is now open to them ; an exchange of 
Weſt India commodities is deſirable; and notwithſtanding, 
Canada exports not lumber to the Weſt Indies. In truth, 
there is a maſs of objections, which nothing but a length of 
ume can overcome. Supported by large capitals, or long 
credit, Canada muſt firſt combine ſeveral commercial objects, 
o as to furniſh an aſſortment of cargoes. They muſt have 
proper artificers, as well as people. They moſt provide a 
navigation equal to the bulky commodity, equal to it under 
the accumulated difficulties of a great diſtance, and the dan- 
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gers and delays of a river covered or choaked with ice 
Fe en than half the year. If there is little or no reſource 
to be folind in America, let the Weſt Indies, in ſearch of 

lumber, turn their eyes to Europe. I paſs over Great Britain 
and Ireland, becauſe they both import vaſt quantities of 
lumber. No inconſiderable part of it is drawn from the 
middle colonies of North America. But it is to be found in 
Europe, of every fort and in every ſhape. The demand of 
the Weſt Indies has been fhewn to be vaſt, It will he 
immediate. The tenth of September is advancing very faſt, 
and the demand will be unexpected; unexpected, in the 
opinion of every perſon who hopes that lenient meaſures 
may be adopted; unexpected, in the opinion of every perſon 
. who, without reaſoning farther, depends upon the wiſdom 
of parliament, to extricate the Weſt Indies, and in them the 
whole empire, from danger. A domeſtic event, unexpectec 
in Great Britain, will not be preſumed in foreign countries 

? Nor Germany, nor Norway, nor the Baltick, will riſk a 

_ extenſive operation in commerce, upon the ſpeculative ide: 
of a continuance of a moſt unnatural quarrel, I will how 
_ ever ſuppoſe for a moment, that Germany provides a mort 
- plentiful ſtock of ſtaves; that Norway and the Baltick pay 
the like attention to their deals. I pray it may be underſtoo 
that the freight of bulky goods trenches deeply into their value 
The freight of lumber Nan North America to the Weſt Indies 


a ſhort ſafe paſſage, is a moiety of the goods ſhipped mw, 
The doubble voyage, firſt to Great Britain, and then to th In 
. Weſt Indies, takes away at the ſame rate for diſtant an the 
_ hazardous voyages, an half of that moiety, leaving only cole 

quartes part to the original ſhipper: At what an enormo al 
price then muſt this lumber come to the hands of the com vr 
ſumer? By a ſuſpenſion of the acts of navigation, it mal ol; 
indeed be carried to the Weſt Indies, diſincumbered 'of MF: 
. intolerable burden of a double voyage; yet add the origin lr; 

price, much higher than in America; add the increaſe in th they 
price from the increaſe in the demand from Great Brita 0 
Ireland, and the Weſt Indies; the remedy itſelf is only H igt 

leſſer evil. 1 ene 
Q. What other ſpecies of commodities from the mids: 
colonies are interchanged with the Weſt Indies? gar 
A. Beſides the abſolute dependence of the Weſt Tua we 
upon North America, for rubBſtance and for lumber, "thi bh 
are ſupplies leſs conſequential, ' but. very uſeful, * and in; 
_neceſlary in fome reſpect to the Welt Indies; which ate Of hy 


" furniſhed by the confederating colonies. / The articles * 
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tain-oil för the many lamps in the ſugar-works, horſes for 
we ſaddle and for draft, tallow, leather, tobacco, piteh, tat, 
turpentine, iron, ſſoop and boat-timbets, and ſome others. 
A; to ſhips, I refer them to the head of the navigation created 
by the commerte of the Weſt Indies. | E . 
Q. What commodities do the ſugar colonies give in ex- 
change to North American | 1 
A. They did give a part of all their products in exehange: 
but the middle colonies have refuſed to take melaſſes, ſyrups, 
pmeels, coffee, and pimento, ſince the firſt of laſt December. 
The principal exchange is of ſugar and rum. The ſugar 
b generally ſuppoſed to amount to twenty-five | thoufand 
hogſheads'directly, beſides fifreen thouſand hogſheads in the 
ſhape of refined ſugar from England. As to rum, the 
bependence of all the iſlands, except Jamaica, is as great 
won the middle colonies of North America for the con- 
ſumption ,'of their rum, as it is for 'fubſiſtance and for 
lmber, Jamaica ſends about eleven thouſand puncheons 
t London, which ſtocks the market at the preſent / price. 
Lower the price, the method is plain and eaſy,” the con- 
ſumption increaſes in proportion. Nor will the revenue 
ſuffer. How far the expedient may ſave Jamaica in this 
momentous” article of their manufacture, -I leave to be ex- 
plained by gentlemen more intimately- acquainted with chat 
land. The rum of Barbadoes, the Leeward iſlands, and the 
wrerament of Granada, does not come to England, except 
n mall portions.” It goes in part to Ireland; and all the reſt, 
de great quantity, is diſtributed” chiefly amongſt the middle 
wlonies of North America, agreeable to the la of recipro- 
al exchange. The agreement of thoſe colonies, which” is 
„ take place the tenth of next September, extends in words, 
mly to the witholding of all ſupplies. But it muſt effect 
itotal fuſpenſion of commerce. They will not ſend their 
rllels in ballaſt, to purchaſe with gold and ſiler the goods 
bey have deen accuſtomed to receive in exchange for the 
oducts of their own foil and induſtry. It isnan idea re- 
Piznant to every principle of commette: it is mate; it is 
epugnant nnn now inflames thoſe colonies. 
vr, Tbave ewn, ' I trüſt, the abfolute dependence of the 
Agar colonies upon the middle colonies of Aterica, in 
ee eſſential points; viz. for corn and prbviſlons fob ab- 
ſince: for lumber and Other neceſſartes for- the min- 
wuances f their plantations: àfid laſtly, for the 'tonfamprion 
if their -produce of all Kinds, ene ſugar, but princi- 
Mly"of rum. This“ doctrrne of — = 
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colonies upon North America is confirmed by an authority 
which will not be diſputed, The act of parliament of 
the ſixth of George the ſecond, chapter the thirteenth, was 
made upon this occaſion, The Britiſh ſugar-colonies com- 
plained of the great increaſe of the French ſugar-colonies, 
and demonſtrated the increaſe to have been owing principally 
to the ſupport which the French ſugar-colonics received 
. from the middle provinces of North America, in exchange 
. for ſugar and melaſſes. Perhaps it is beſide m preſent 
- purpoſe ta remark the manner in which the 2. — 
tion of thoſe days adjuſted the great diſpute. Sir, they 
' contrived to pleaſe both ſides. To the iſlands, they gave 
- the letter of the law; and the continent the dae in 
the breach of it. The fact is all I want. It ſhews that even 
the French ſugar colonies do depend, in no ſmall degree 
upon North America. Nor are the Danes in the iſlands 
nor the Dutch in the ſouthern continent, an exception. 
Such is the force of that principle, which conſiders a ſuga 
lantation, as a manufactory obliged to raiſe its own materials, 
f, in the courſe of events during this unhappy diſpute 
the foreign colonies ſhould be deprived of their reſources 
from America, it is not my province to examine whethe 
the diftreſs will be looked upon with indifference : but it 
becomes me to hope, that Great Britain will never ſuffer he 
on to be ruined for want of the accuſtomed and acceſſar 
_ ſupplies from North America, 

Q. What is the kind of property in the Weſt- India iſlands! 

And can you eſtimate the value thereof? 

A. The nature of the property veſted in the Weſt-Indies 
will appear by the eſtimate of its value. I ſhall calculate! 
ſterling money of Great-Britain. - To begin with Barbadoe: 
It ſtands firſt on the map. This iſland contains one hundred 
and eight or ſix thouſand acres. The land is almoſt intirely 
under cultivation; but Iwill reckon only upon the hundrec 
thouſand. From a knowledge of a multitude of appraiſement 
made upon oath, by freeholders of the vicinity, upon occaſion 
of deaths, or of extents for the payment of debts : from man) 
actual ſales: I ſtate that thirty pounds an acre is a reaſonabl 
valuation. I include with the land all the dwelling-houſes it 

the country, the ſugar-works and the young crops. I throw! 
the cattle, the plantation, and houſhold furniture. This article 
the land, amounts to three millions. The negroes, by a pol 
tax, in which the whole number is certainly not included, a 

| ſeventy-five thouſand ; cheap at forty pounds each, they mak 
a ſecond ſum of three millions, I throw in the two town 


he 


ating weight to make good the aggregate ſum of ſix millions. 
Taking Barbadoes as a ſtandard, by which to meaſure all the 
ſt of the ſugar colonies, I obſerve that the ſugar exported 
from Barbadoes to all parts, at a medium of many years (it is 


Iundred weight of ſugar to a hogſhead, The — of ſe- 
v be as one in ten. If a part of the Barbadoes ſugar is clayed, 


t thouſand ſuch hogſheads are deducted, and a greater num-. 
ter of common 2 — the exports to North Ame 
nca, are omitted, before the proportion of one in ten is ſta- 
td. If Barbadoes yields ginger, cotton and aloes, the other 
lonfes add to the ſame products, coffee, pimento and other 
wicles, The capital of -Bartbadces then being fix millions, 
ind its produce as one in ten of the produce of all the Weſt- 
Indies, it is fair to conclude, at the ſame proportion, the capital 
«the whole to be fixty millions: a concluſion which amply 
nrants the petition in declaring it to be upwards of thirty 


ſuture increaſe of Jamaica and the new ſettled iſlands. 
Q. Can you make any eſtimate of the value of Weſt-India 
owned by perſons who live in England? and of the 


way of the debt due to this Kingdom from the Weſt- 

ad A Of the millions veſted in the Weſt-Indies, many are 

property of perſons reſiding in England, and not a few are 
re . - 

nt "ited and conſolidated with- the landed property of this king- 

on em. It is difficult to aſcertain the total, I have endeavour- 

* td at a calculation for Barbadoes, and am below the mark in 


ating it at one million four hundred thouſand pounds. In 


| | | 
* the other iſlands, for obvious reaſons, the proportion is ter 
„in ben in Barbadoes. The moſt eminent merchants will tell 
cle de, that they bave hardly any body to correſpond with in 
al Chriſtopher's, except the overſeers of plantations. Re- 


ming Barbadoes as a rule to meaſure with, the proportion is 
fourteen millions, It is a more difficult and a leſs pleaſing 
ad to inveſtigate the millions due to the merchants and others 

. 4 Ab ET „„ %,%õ „ ” in 


whoſe rents amount to forty thouſand pounds a year, as 2 


;caleulation formed upon the receipts of the duty of four and 
n half per cent) is about fifteen thouſand common hogſheads - 
fear. Now the ſugar imported into Great-Britain alone, 
from all the ſugar colonies, amounted in the year ſeventy three 
w one hundred and ſeventy-thoufand hogſheads, allowing ten 


jenty four is more. I will ſuppoſe the produce of Barbadoes 
f its muſcovado is propereſt' for common uſe; yet there are 


cayed ſugars from other iſlands ; the muſcavado of ſeveral, . 
epecially of St. K it's, is fitter for the refiner. Beſides, twen- 


nilions. TI take nothing in the eſtimate for the value of the 
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ry to be exact in the value of the property of the Engliſh reſi- 


tte Evglich Eaſt-India Company. In this light 1 ſee the [8 
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in:this Kingdom, upon the ſecutity of Weſt-India plantations, 
I can ſotm no particular eſtimate, The ſum in general is 
imme nſe. The. rr from its infancy, by reaſon of 
the ſmall capitals of the firſt planters, and the great coſt of a 
ſugar manufacture, muſt have been the creatures of credit. It 
was. raiſed to the preſent pitch by the wealth of the merchant 
ſupporting the ĩnduſtty of the planter, Neither is, it negeſſa- 


dents, nor of the debt to the Engliſh merchants and others. 
For the 'fugiir colonirs are really no other than a Britiſn ma- 
nufacture, liſhed at the diſtance of three, aud fout thou- 
ſandi miles for reaſdos of conveniences. And the dependence 
of this manufacture is the ſame as if it was ſituated in the 
heart of the kingdom, I do not retract the idea of its depen- 
dence upon North-America. In ſuchꝭà caſe, it can be ſug- 
caſted: Only in itheary. Great-Britain, muſt draw from North 
America the ſupplies, without which bet manufacture, where- 
Q. What, are the advantages of the ſugar colonies to Great- 
Britain 23 aucb uhatrto the revenue thereof? | | 
A I defire, Sir, I may , confider them as a Britiſh, ganu- 
fafturey whoſe capital is fixty/millions, The advantage i 
not that the profits all ultimately; centre here: it is, that it 


creates, in the courſe; of atraining thoſe profits, a commerca kn, 
and a navigation, in which multitudes of your people, and ts, 
millions of your money are employed. It is, that the ſuppor WW ( 
which the ſugar: colonies receive in one ſhape, they give | om: 
another. In [proportion to their dependence upon Nort1 Wau, 
America, and upon Ireland, they enable North America 2 i wen 
Ireland to trade with Great- Britain. By their dependenc ue 
upon Great - Britain for hands ta puſh the cultivation of we, 
ſugar- cane, they uphold the trade of Great- Britain to Aſtica 
A trade which in the purſuit af negroes, as the principal, a e. 


not the ſole intention of the adventurer, brings home 10 
and gold as ſecondary. objects. ln proportion as the ſug 
eolonies conſume, or cauſe to be conſumed amongſt the 


neighbours, Aſiatic commadities, they increaſe the trade « 


dia goods, which are carricd to the coaſt of Guinea. In pri 
portion as the Weſt-Indies uſe the wines of the African iland 
and as they uſe the products of Eutape, ſo far they add 10 


tra 
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tade of Great- Britain with the African iflands, and with the 
xt of Europe. Without taking in any of theſe circuitous 
channels, the direct exports to the Weſt-Indies will appear, 
by official accounts, to be of immenſe value, t will ſhew the 
wealth gradually earned by the hand of labour and of ſkill, 
which the ſugar colonies are daily adding to the national 
fock, I hardly dare venture to place in this light the ſalaries 
nd profits of te officers appointed by government for the 
ſperintendence of the Weſt-Indies. As to revenue, the nett 
xceipt I underſtand to exceed ſeven hundred thouſand pounds. 
Q In caſe the uſual intercourſe between North America 
nd the ſugar colonies, ſhould be interrupted, what would be 

the prejudice to Great Britain, and to the revenue thereof ? 
A. The advantages ariſing from, and dependent upon the 
ual intercourſe, muſt ceaſe with the interruption, I will 
wt add, that the nation is to pay in money to the foreigners, 
he large ſum for Weſt India commedities, for which the 
Sitilh manufactures, and the profits of a circuitous com- 
terce, are now given in exchange. The obſervation would 
k fallacious. The decreaſe in the conſumption of Weſt 
ia commodities will ſurely keep pace with the decay of 
te manufactures and commerce the Weſt Indies ſupported, 
The revenue will leſſen in proportion to the diminiſhed con- 
knption, nor will the loſs ſtop at the Weſt India commodi- 
is, The revenue from tea, without the accuſtomed plenty 
i ſugar, without the profits of the ſugar trade, and of the 
ammerce created by the ſugar trade, will fink into inſignifi- 
ance; the interruption will be felt ſeverely in every branch of 
menue; for it well be felt ſeverely in every branch of trade 
Mich contributes by conſumption to the revenue; and in 
ide, as in the human body, nothing ſuffers ſingly by itſelf; 
lere is a conſent of parts in the ſyſtem of both, and the par- 
ul evil grows into univerſal miſchief. Of all the braches of 
wamerce which will ſuffer immediately, or indirectly, from 
ſe interruption of the uſual intercourſe, the moſt important 
Ithe navigation. By inveſtigating its value, we eſtimate 
te loſs, ſe is equal to the bulky products, and ſtill more 
ſupplies of a ſtock in trade of ſixty millions: it is co- 
enſive with the commerce created by that trade, compre- 
ing the navigation to Africa, and making no inconſide- 
ſole part of that of England 8 Indies, 2 
2 


8 


Medium of * for fourteen years from Chriſtmas 1756 
Chriſtmas 177 3, 2516735 l, 
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reſt of Europe. It eſtabliſhes, as is aſſerted in the petition 
a ſtrength, which wealth can neither purchaſe nor balance 
Sir, I will add, it is a ſtrength which is ſo juſtly a favourite 
with the nation, that nothing but ſome unhappy miſtake ca 
deprive it of the national protection and ſupport. 

Mr. Innes aſked, How many white people are there in Bar 
badoes ? | 

Queſtion objected to, 

Withdrew. | 

Called in. 

Q. What is the common food of the negroes in the Lee 
ward Iſlands ? 

A, In all the iſlands it is ſalt fiſh (as J ſaid before) and 
Indian corn. I entered into thoſe points particularly before 

Q. Whether the iſlands will not be ſupplied equally wel! 
notwithſtanding the Newfoundland fiſhery from New Eng 
land ſhould be ſtopped ? 

A. That is a matter of opinion, I came here as an evi 
dence of fats, which I hope will influence the opinions 6 
the Houſe, but not to obtrude my own. My opinion is 
that they will not have the uſual ſupply, becauſe there wil 
not be the uſual quantity taken, and fewer people to carr 
it to them, | 

Q. What proportion of land in the Leeward Iſlands, being 
applied to the raiſing proviſion, would ſupply the negroes 
with proviſions, on an eſtate of 200 hogſheads, for inſtance! 

A. The native products of the iſlands are ny uncertain 
all ſo, but Guinea corn; therefore much more land muſt be 
applied to this purpoſe than would be neceſſary to raiſe the 
ſupply for the regular conſtant conſumption. They mutt 
provide againſt accidents, ſuch as hurricanes, exceſs of wet 
weather, or of dry weather, the climate being very uncertain ; 
it is therefore impoſſible to anſwer this queſtion preciſely : 
but this I can ſay, that if they were obliged to raiſe their ow 
food, that their food muſt be then their principal object, and 
ſugar only a ſecondary object ; it would be but the trifle, 
which proviſions are now. | 

Q. If the planters could not be ſupplied from North Ame- 
rica, would they not have a ſhare of freſh proviſions from 
Great Britain and Ireland, to anſwer their wants ? 

A. They muſt have more than a ſhare; they muſt have 2 
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not afford it; it would occaſion a cir at home. 
Q. Would not the merchants here ſend out cargoes of pro⸗ 
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A. I anſwered that queſtion, and moſt of the others before, 
lr obviating them in my evidence, I have ſaid, and repeat, 
tt Great Britain cannot increaſe her exports of proviſions 
p the Weſt Indies, without increaſing a ſcarcity already 
omplained of at home. 2 

What quantity af flour is allowed to the white people 
n an eſtate of 200 hogſheads ? 

A, No regular allowance. They have rice, biſcuit, as 

may want, in proportion as a variety of things, which are 
rovided for them by the plantation, falls ſhort or abounds. 

Q. Whether deal boards would not do in the room of 
faves for packing ſugar ? 

A. The Portugueſe pack in cheſts ; but they are not made 
of deal boards, but of ftrong plank. We muſt make a total 
eration in our ſhipping, our tradeſmen, and many circum- 
linces, if we were to pack our ſugar in cheſts, 

Q. Whether there are not many packs of ſtaves ſhipped to 
de Weſt Indies from London, both for rum and ſugar ? 

A. I have known ſome for ſugar ; but it has been found 
xeceſſary to mix them with many new ſtaves from North Ame- 
nca, Our ſtaves, like our cloths, wear out by uſe; man 
them are broken in the voyage, and the reſt are ſeldom fit 
br much, | 

I mean new ſtaves. 

A, I never knew any ſent, (ſuppoſing the words to have 
hen new caſks) but as packages for goods exported. to the 
Weſt Indies ; this is ſometimes done, and the caſks ſo made 
8 to be uſed afterwards for ſugar and rum; but this is done 
nerely to ſave particular packages for the goods; nor even 
i that caſe is it always thought an advantage. 

Q. I mean ſtaves ſent on purpoſe. Re 
A. I cannot anſwer that, but by ſaying, I never knew an 
nſtance of it. I know ſtaves are brought from the Weſt In- 
dies to London, upon a proſpect of advantage; but I never 
new them ſent from hence to the Weſt Indies. 

10 _ are the French iſlands ſupplied with lumber, bread, 
r, &c 

A. I cannot give a preciſe anſwer to that queſtion. I have 
ad they receive great ſupplies from North America, I have 
tntioned before, that the French, Dutch, and Danes, in 
beit ſugar colonies, depend in a great meaſure on North 
America; but I do not know the particulars preciſely, 

Q Whether he does not know, that the French carry on 
2 the trade with North America that the Engliſh 
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+ preſent ſtate : for however rich any lands may be in ther 
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A. I do not know the extent of the French trade; I am 
not well enough acquainted with it, ſo as at this time to he 
able to ftate propoſitions. I have ſaid, there is a certain de- 
gree of dependence of the French iſlands on North America, 

Whether, if the Americans were prevented from trad- 
ing with the French iſlands, it would be advantageous to 
Great Britain ? 

A. A ſpeculative opinion is aſked ; I ſpeak only to ſacts. 


Withdrew. 

Jobn Ellis, Eſq. called in. 

Q: What is your ſituation! 

A. I am a planter of Jamaica, have reſided in that iſland 
at different periods from 1754 to 1773. | 

Q. Inform the committee what you know of the preſen 
ſtate of Jamaica in general, and of her dependence in parti 
cular on North America, in regard to the reciprocal exchanę 
of commodities between them. 

A. The iſland of Jamaica being of great extent, the ſe 
veral parts of which differ from each other, from a variety « 
circumſtances attending their reſpective ſituations, it is 1 
poſſible to give any one general anſwer, that is not liable t 
many exceptions, The iſland contains nearly four millic 
of acres, of which I compute 160,000 acres to be planted i 
ſugar canes, and I ſuppoſe a little above double that quantit 
of land is kept as a neceſfary appendage to the ſugar eſtate 
and employed in paſturage and grounds allotted to the w © 
for proviſions, and in furniſhing timbers, fire-wood, lim 
&c. the whole of which makes 500,000 acres. In other ſe 
tlements, ſuch as piemento, cotton, coffee, ginger, and pe 
land for breeding cattle, and in proviſion — in t 
neighbourhood of the towns, I reckon as much more. I 
remaining three million conſiſts of a great wilderneſs, chief 
mountainous, in which it may be preſumed there are ma 
intermediate tracts capable of cultivation, but which fro 
difficulty of acceſs, and the little proſpe& of profit adequ 
to the ſtock requiſite for their ſettlement, continue in the 
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ſelves, yet if the circumſtances attending their cultivatiol 
are ſuch as to render it probable that the capital to be en 
ployed will not produce an adequate return, it cannot be ſul 
— that any prudent perſon will adventure therein. In 
large a tract the ſoil is various, and adapted to the produ 
tion of different commodities ; the climate and ſeaſons 4 
differ greatly, On the ſouth fide, at the extremities _ 
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iland, the pariſhes of Weſtmoreland and St. Thomas are 
ſeaſonable, or ſupplied with refreſhing ſhowers, and the manu- 
able lands are chiefly employed in the growth of the cane. 
The intermediate pariſhes near the ſea, being St. David, Port 
Royal, St. Andrew, St, Catherine, St — Vere, and 
St, Elizabeth, are ſubject to dry weather, inſomuch that 
particular ſpots only are employed in the cultivation of ſugar. 
The flat lands are chiefly appropriated to the purpoſes of raiſ- 
ing cattle, and the mountainous lands, in the vicinity of 
Spaniſh town and Kingſton, beſides producing coffee, ginger, 
and a little piemento, afford a partial ſupply of proviſions, 
ſuch as plantains, roots and Indian corn, The inland pa- 
ſhes of the ſouth fide, St. John's, St. Thomas in the vale, 
and ſome part of Clarendon, being more ſeaſonable, raiſe, I 
believe, in plentiful 2m» a ſufficiency of the above provi- 
hons for their own ſupport, and ſometimes furniſh relief to 
the neighbouring pariſhes. The ſeveral pariſhes on the north 
fide, are fertile and in general ſeaſonable; excepting on ſome 
parts of the ſea coaſt, where I have known the drought ſo ex- 
ceſive, as it was particularly in the year 1770, and the calls 
of diſtreſs ſo loud, that neither the back lands nor the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes could afford ſufficient relief, and had it not 
deen for ſupplies from North America, many thouſand ne- 
goes muſt have periſhed for want. On the whole, though 
the iſland of Jamaica has, in reſpe& of internal ſupplies, 
preatly the advantage over Barbadoes and the other Britiſh 
ſugar iſlands ;. yet from the circumſtances of drought and guſts 
of wind which happen frequently, and are particularly de- 
ructive to the plantain trees which yield the chief ſupport 
of the negroes, her dependence on North America in point 
e proviſions, is very great, and cannot, I think, be leſſened 
n any conſiderable degree, without diminiſhing the growth 
of the ſtaple commodities of ſugar and rum; for beſides thoſe 
aticles which chiefly conſtitute or ſupply the place of bread, 
ſuch as flour, rice, corn, and peaſe, ſhe receives from Ame- 
dea great quantities of ſalted hſh ; which with herrings from 
Lurope, ſerve the negroes as meat. I confine myſelf in this 
to matters of mere ſubſiſtence for our negroe ſlaves, with- 
out taking into the eſtimate the great quantities of pork and 
®her ſalted proviſions imported from America for the uſe of 
the white inhabitants. In regard to lumber, for that ſpecies 
which is called ſtaves and heading, and of which we make 
the packages for our ſugar and rum, the dependence which 
Jamaica has on North ica may be judged of from this 
urcumſtance, The- iſland at preſent yields about 80,000 _— 
| ea 
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heads of ſugar, and about 30, 00 puncheons of rum for ex- 
portation. Now I am poſitive that not 3000 of the caſks 
neceſſary to contain this great quantity of produce, are made 
from Jamaica wood; a few puncheons indeed are imported 
from England, and alſo ſome few Hambro' ſtaves, the pun- 
cheons being packages of goods ſent out ; but all the reſt we 
receive from the middle +. hers of North America and from 
Georgia. With regard to the other ſpecies of lumber, ſuch 
as ſcantling, boards, and ſhingles for houſes, the different 
towns are chiefly built with theſe articles from North Ame- 
rica ; as are allo the buildings of moſt of the ſettlements on 
the ſea coaſt, The. interior parts of the country, being in 
the neighbourhood of large woods, ſupply themſelves from 
the growth of the country, or at leaſt I think ought ſo to do. 

o conclude, the ſupplies annually imported into Jamaica, 
chiefly from the aſſociated provinces of North America, con- 
ſiſting of pitch, tar, turpentine, lamp oil, boards, joiſts, plank, 
hogſhead and puncheon ſtaves, ſhingles, &c. horſes, and a 
great variety of proviſions, ſuch as flour, Indian corn, biſ- 
cuit, beef, pork, ſalted fiſh of different kinds, and rice, amount 
by the moſt exact calculation I am able to make, to upwards 
of 150,000l. ſterling, in payment of which the Americans 
receive ſugar, rum, coffee, ginger, and other articles of Ja- 
maica — The North Americans have of late years 
imported alſo conſiderable quantities of caſh, which, with 
their cargoes, they lay out in the purchaſe of the above arti- 
cles. 

Q. In fo vaſt a ſpace as three millions of acres of unſettled 
land, do you not apprehend there are a great many tracts ca- 
pable of cultivation, and of producing proviſions, and many 
other articles of thoſe ſupplies, which at preſent are furniſhed 
from North America ? ' 

A. Doubtleſs there are; but the planter muſt neceſſarily, 
and will irremediably ſuffer before thoſe lands can be prepar- 
ed for cultivation, and yield them a ſufficient ſupply. He 
will even ſuffer by his dependence on the wiſdom and interpo- 
ſition of parliament ; not perceiving, till it is too late, the ab- 
ſolute neceflity of converting his diſtant lands, if he has any, 
into proviſion ſettlements, before the calamities attending diſ- 
treſs and want, will overtake him. I ſpeak now in regard to 
proviſions only; a failure in which may be attended with the 
moſt alarming conſequences, from rebellions of the ſlaves. As 
to lumber, thoſe plantations which are ſituated near conſidera- 
ble tracts of wood-land, may doubtleſs, at all times, obtain a 
partial ſupply, though very few ſpecies of wood are fit for is 
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purpoſes of making ſtaves for ſugar caſks ; as to caſks for 
rum, the iſland affords no proper wood: but I know not how 
the other eſtates are to be furniſhed, except from Ameri- 
ca, And after all, ſuppoſing the iſland had reſources within 
herſelf, and could, in time, actually ſupply both lumber and 
proviſion in ſufficient quantity, it muſt be remembered that 
ſeven-eighths of the planters are already deeply in debt to 
Great Britain, and cannot ſupport the expence of great land 
carriage, which muſt unavoidably attend the cutting their 
own wood, and bringing it to their eſtates; neither can the 
obtain credit to make new ſettlements for the purpoſes of raif. 
ing proviſions, It follows, therefore, and the fact really is, 
however fortunate a few individuals may be in reſpect to the 
ſituation of their eſtates, that the planters in general cannot 
ſubmit to the neceſſity of cutting their own lumber, and of 
nihag greater quantities of proviſions than the iſland at pre- 
ſent affords, without neglecting, in a proportionate degree, 
the ſtaple articles of ſugar and rum; and I need not point out 
to the committee, how greatly the trade, revenues and navi- 
ration of this country will fuſer, by a diminution in the 
growth and manufacture of theſe commodities. 

Q. What do you apprehend will be the conſequence to 
Jamaica, in caſe the ſupply of proviſions from North Ameri- 
ca is interrupted ? | 

A, I have partly anſwered that queſtion before. Thoſe 
plantations which have not good proviſion grounds for their 
negroes, will ſoon be in a ſtarving condition ; and even thoſe 
which have, muſt ſuffer greatly ; for the negroes are a very 
thoughtleſs improvident people : they do not look forward to 
provide againſt thoſe evils which too frequently happen ; ſuch 
droughts which deſtroy their ground proviſions, and guſts 
of wind which throw down their plantation trees. 'I hoſe 
who are in want, will ſteal ; when they can no longer ſteal, 
and hunger preſſes, they will take by force. What further con- 
ſequence may ariſe, I dread to think of. 

Q. Are there not places, beſides the middle colonies of 
_ America, from whence may be drawn a ſupply of lum- 

, | 

A. I apprehend not. Georgia, indeed, furniſhes at pre- 

t, in ſmall quantities, ſcantling and boards for building, 
and ſome few ftaves. How far that province is capable of in- 
eaſing the export of theſe articles, — ſay; but it muſt 
ſurely de many years before it equals that of all the confede- 
ated colonies together, As to Canada, and the two Flori- 


, the population at the extremities of the continent, 8 — 
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feeble” to promiſe any great ſupply from thence. The nayi. 
gation from Canada is obſtructed many months in the year by 
the ice; but however this may be, theſe countries do not 
afford any ſupply at preſent; and I believe it is contrary to 
the known principles of commerce, to expect that any coun- 
try can yield an adequate ſupply to a great, an immediate, and 
unexpected demand. 
1.85 What do you compute the value of the property in that 
iſland ? 

A. Twenty-four millions ſterling. I ſhall not take up the 
time of the committee, by a long tedious calculation, In 
every well appointed property the value of negroes conſtitute 
a third of the capital. By a well appointed property, I mean 
a property where the maſter is competent to the furniſhing it 
with a ſufficient ſtock of negroes and cattle, and every neceſ- 
fary appendage. In ſuch properties, the value of negroes 
conſtitute a third of the capital : but the greater part of the 
properties in the iſland, from the inability of the planters, 
have not a due proportion of negroes, and in ſuch the value 
of the negroes does not exceed one-fourth of the capital, I 
ſhall, however, make my calculation upon a ſuppoſition, 
that all the properties in the iſland are ſufficiently ſtocked 
with negroes, and that the value of negroes therefore conſti- 
tute one-third part of the general = of the iſland, Now 
the number of oes in the iſland of Jamaica exceed 
200,000 ; however I ſhall eſtimate them only at 200,000, 
and I ſhall value them only at the ſame rate with the African 
cargoes ; of them I have lately ſeen ſeveral ſales, and they 
average for each negroe from 40l. to 451, but I will put them 
only at 40l. and I ſhall rate the negroes of the iſland, who are v: 

ned to the country, are = 2 and have acquirec 
arts, at the ſame value with the ſavages newly imported fron 
Africa ; 200,000 negroes, therefore, at the rate of 40l. each 
amount to eight millions, and the negroes conſtituting one 


third of the general capital, the whole capital of the iſland ol 
amounts to twenty-four millions. W is 

Mr. Glover having finiſhed with this evidence, ſome queſ-" : 
tions were aſked by Mr. Innes relative to particular article cezre 


of proviſion, and in what quantities they were furniſhed ti. 
the ne by their maſters ; in anſwer to which Mr. Elli un 
aſſerted, that the dependence of the iſland upon foreign pre 
viſions was ſo very great, that if the maſters did not attenq ele, 
to, and ſupply the wants of their flayes, many thouſands o gt 
them muſt periſh, | lan e 

Withdrew, 
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Mr. Glier ſummed up the evidence in the following ſpeech : 
begin with 8 the general ſyſtem of [the Britiſh] empire, 
dot only in deſcription, but illuſtration by compariſon, 

Ancient nations were poſſeſſed of the wideſt dominion, not with 
commercial helps. To be brief, I ſhall confine the enquiry to one, 
tothe Romans in their ages of purity, Cultivation of their ſoil, rude 
manufacture juſt adequate to their neceſſities, ſeverity of manners, ſu- 
xriority in martial diſcipline, enthuſiaſm for the very name of Rome, 
ind the dulce & decorum pro patria mori made them matters of the world. 
War was conducted with little expence, and the weightieſt arms in the 
noſt ſkilful hands prevailed. Commerce flouriſhed among others, 
whoſe aMuence ſubmitted to the ſteel of Rome. | 

What is the ſyſtem now? All over Europe the ſame weapons, the 
me diſcipline, the ſame military arts are in practice; war is attended 
vith a profuſion of expence ; and the deepeſt purſe is the beſt aſſurance 
o ſucceſs. Hence the encouragement of manufacture and trade is 
the purſuit of every nation in this quarter of the globe, except two; 
who derive the treaſure, which Europe wants, from diſtant mines, 
with 2 facility, enervating their own induſtry, while the reſt are 
aerting theirs, each for a ſhare in that wealth, which the other two 
nroduce, and can only be obtained through the commercial channel. 
by this Holland, with a territory inſufficient to nouriſh her inhabitants, 
th in her day ſtood forth a bulwark againſt tyranny and ſuperſtition. 
dn artificial ſtrength, created by commerce, enabled her to make head, 
mth numerous fleets and armies, againſt powers immenſely her ſuperiors 
u natural force. Above all in commercial arts and advantage is 
breat-Britain, Her purſe, kept full by her credit, the reſource of a 
tading nation, an annual expenditure at length of ſixteen to eighteen 
wlions recently ſupported ſo long, ſo extenſive, and ſo vigorous 
war, Had her purſe been ſcanty, ſhe never would have ſeen a navy, 
mich bore little ſhort of ninety thouſand men, could never have 
agaged a potent ally, nor furniſhed ſuch troops, as acted ſo efficiently, 
ad at the ſame time in ſuch different parts of the globe. Hence it is 
wndent, her ſyſtem is commercial; her ſtrength and reſources are 
molly derived from trade. I allow, the firſt intereſt in rank amon 
is the landed, but interwoven altogether with trade. Pay no — 
ba doctrine from me, but pay all to the ſupreme authority of the 
Wreſt luminary this country ever produced, the great Mr. Locke. 
is words are -theſe, © The decays, that come upon, and bring to 
un any country, Co. conſtantly firſt fall upon the land; and though 
be country gentleman is not very forward to think ſo, yet this never- 
lieleſs is an undoubted truth; that he is more concerned in trade, and 
W3ht to take a greater care that it be well managed and preſerved, 
van even the merchant himſelf,” y | | 
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On the firm ground of ſuch authority let enquiry be made, whether 
we ſhould not remain content with the lot aſſigned us, which hath 
raiſed us ſo high among the modern nations, where all are in rivalry 
for manufacture and trade; whether we ſhould degrade our refinements 
by a paralle] with an unpolliſhed and rugged race of old, and conta- 
minate the delicacy of modern ſenſations with thoſe primitive and tern 
principles, which impoſed ſuch a yoke on mankind as the majeſlas 
populi Romani or whether, confining our ſpeculations to the placid 
ſphere of enjoyments with more quiet, and leſs hazard, than the 
reſtleſs purſuits of their ambition, we ſhould not have in contem- 
plation upon all-extraordinary convulſions, how far the means of thoſe 
enjoyments may be affected, that influx of wealth, the creature of 
commerce, which ſolely conſtitutes our envied power and rank in 
the preſent world. * 2B | 

To elucidate by facts a ſyſtem ſo eſſential to our being, your peti. 
tioners have appeared at this tremendous criſis; when Great-Britain 
and America, the parent and the child, with equal irritation are me- 
nacing at leaſt, what barely in words, what barely in thought, is 
horror—to unſheathe the ſword of parricide, and ſever the deareſt 
ties of conſanguinity, of mutual aids, and general proſperity. 

Your petitioners preferred but one ſupplication to the All-merciful 
Being; their own reaſon ſuggeſted no other, than to be heard by 
you. He hath inclined you to hear, truth' enables us to ſpeak. 
Truth in its nature js healing, and productive of reflection: reflection 
leads to compoſure of mind, and ſtrengther s in our breaſts a hope, 
that an hour may come, when this humble application may not be 
found altogether ineffectual: if too, for that auſpicious purpoſe, it may 
prove my good fortune ſo to collect and combine the various evidence 
from your bar, and from the copied records of office upon your table, 
as to eſtabliſn a ſyſtem of the whole, and found that whole upon truth; 
whoſe efficacy upon the mind I have deſcribed before, and with 
ſome fervour of hope anticipate now. | 

Here, Sir, 1 entreat your acceptance of a clew through the ſeem- 
ing labyrinth of accounts. The ways indeed are all unadorned, 
but the leaſt perplexed of any to a little attention; and to make 
them ſhort ſhall be mine. 

Vou have before you official accounts of the exports from England 
to the Weſt-Indies, from Chriſtmas 1739, to Chriſtmas 1773: 
Of theſe thirty-four years the firſt ſeventeen, ending at Chriſtmas, 
1756, form a period, which clofes in the firſt year of the iaſt war; 
the whole value exceeds twelve millions, and gives an annual 
medium of more than 70, ooo I. The laſt period of ſeventeen years 
ends at Chriſtmas, 1773, and renders a total of more than nineteen 
millions, and more than 1, 100, oool. at the annual medium. I only 
obſerve in this place, that the increaſe of the latter upon the forme! 
$.+* 1 . p - 1 . 17 
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in the proportion of eleven to ſeven; and of the value in both 
wo thirds are Britiſh goods, and one third only foreign. 

A ſecond ſet of accounts contain the exports to North-America. 
The firſt ſeventeen years vield more than ſeventeen millions in the 
mole, and than one million at the annual medium. The laſt period 
enders more than forty millions in the whole, and largely more than 
1,300,000]. at the annual medium; an increaſe upon the former 
n a proportion of twenty-three to ten, with a value in both of 
three fourths Britiſh goods to one fourth foreign. 

The third account relates to Africa, whoſe commerce with Eng- 
and owes its exiſtence to her colonies, The firſt ſeventeen years reach 
zearly to three millions, and to an annual medium ſomething ſhort 
180, oool. the laſt ſeventeen years nearly to eight millions, and 
n annual medium of 470,0001. an increaſe upon the firſt in a 
xroportion of forty-ſeyven to eighteen, with a value in each of two 
birds Britiſh goods to one third foreign, 

On this augmentation of exports to your colonies, irrefragable proof 
s founded, that through whatever channels riches have flowed 
mong them, that influx hath made a paſſage from them to the 
Mother Country, and in the moſt wholeſome mode; not like the 
lah of an oriental torrent, but in ſalubrious, various, placid and 
copious ſtreams, refreſhing and augmenting ſober induſtry by additional 
employment to thouſands and tea thouſands of families, and lighten- 
ng the burden upon rents, by reducing the contribution of pariſhes 
bo poverty unemployed, | 

But this requires a further explanation. The date of the laſt period 
b the commencement of the laſt war. The expenditure of public 
money was one ſource of wealth to the Weſt-Indies. That tempo- 
ary acquiſition being ſoon exhauſted, by its return to England, 
luficient ſums were procured upon credit after the peace, to cultivate 
F land and improve the old, ſtill further enlarging the conſumption 
o our commodities there and in Africa, that from the year of the 
prace to Chriſtmas, 1773, the import of ſugar only to England, 
wo without her Weſt- Indies muſt purchaſe that immenſe article from 
lreigners, hath riſen from 130,000 to 170,000 hogſheads, an aug- 
nentation in value of $00,000 1. 


The public expenditure, being much larger in North America, 


Produced a proportionate effect on the conſumption of our manufac- 
ures through that continent. This money returned from its peregri- 
nation to the Mother Country by 1964, or 1765 at the furtheſt, 
but, as the Weſt-Indies had a ſuccedaneum, ſo had North-America 
lirough a new opening of trade, which converted the misfortune of 
Logland into a blefing. Though I am convinced, that the ſame 
number of hands at leaſt is devoted to agriculture here, and that 
e earth at a medium of years bath yielded the ſame increaſe ; as we 
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have been diſpoſed to conſume it all among o 
3 may impute the ſcarcity to — Beg hy Te 
_— our ſoil for ten years paſt, in either caſe we could = if mn 
etofore, our grain to the foreigner; a reduction in gens 
one year with another of more than 600,000 1. The ics yew 
_ =_ of the Britiſh in markets we could no 3 E 
= their vent from ſeaſon to ſeaſon, and from port to ah 
y a circuition of freſh money, thus acquired by th a” 
freſh numbers to your manufactures the rents of 1 id 3 
the ſame time, till the amount of exports to 3 oY * 
laſt three years, ending at Chriſtmas 1773, ſtand upon — . 
at = millions and a half, or three millions and a half *, he — 
— — 1 — 1, 3oo, oool. the medium of the ſame three as 
— — - - ies, and 700,000]. for Africa, and the total value of 
” = ' - — — a — - dp three fourths Britiſh 
of theſe three years, endin at Chriſtmas : OE — 
3 — ror __ before you, ſays 3 3 
52 adily admitted without the ceremony of i 
I mention by way of preparation to introd =” vr Bk, 
he moſt ial 
account of all; which will demonſtrate h: — 3 
millions and a half, exported in the col 5 b l 
North-American and African, is — 7 ey} -- 13 
—— — —_ - in compariſon with the —— England 
| ountries whatſoever, The annual mediu | 
ſtands on theſe papers at leſs than fifteen n we" __ 
limited the colony branch to 1771, 2 and 3, I ſhall take the * 
_ during that period, which renders a medium of ſixteen millons 
hat part is the Colony branch ? Five and a half is rath han 
a third. Does the 9 
5 magnitude appear in a ſtronger light by the com- 
pariſon? Or hath it been admitted in this view, before it Ag ſtated ? 
Be it 1 have ſomething behind, perhaps enough for the ke t 
—_— of admiffion to digeſt. , * 
ir, one part of our exports to foreigners is i i 

produce, tobacco, rice, ſugar, &c. ak Ce Prin "fed 

million ſterling at a low eſtimation. Add two millions more on orted 
of all kinds from England to her principal colony — and 8 
both to the former five millions and a half; your whole colon branch 1 
will then exceed the half of your whole export in the 4 of 4 
— a half to ſixteen. _—m_- n 
anks to the care and forecaſt of our foref: 5 = 
twenty years ſince, In the circle of —— e 0 
1 * _— the great- trading ſtates, Carthage pre- he 
» fuffered but little from rivalſhip. All in Europe Wit! 


We our rivals, all devoted to manufacture and traffic, as capital pul- 
4 | ſults 
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in ſome inſtances already experienced its hurtful effects, and muſt 
epare for more; we had always one conſolation left, that our 
colony-trade, kept to ourſelves by old and falutary regulations, 
hath been augmenting from period to period, till at preſent it con- 


growth, rather than diminution, unleſs we create our own rivals. 


u ſaſety to a ſtate is a conſideration above all others. Of this trade 
the part, which depends on the aſſociated provinces, contributes in 
nayal ſtores, in other low priced and bulky commodities more to 
the Britiſh marine, than triple the preſent exports in commodities 
of ſuch higher value, and if ſhipped ſo largely in foreign bottoms 
to the foreign market. Such was your fituation, 

Upon the preſent queſtion I 'will not take that larger half before- 
mentioned for my ground, I will deduct the two millions to Ire- 
nd, and the odd 500,000 1. furniſhed to provinces not of the com- 
dination, though they did not receive more than 400,0co 1. in value, 
at the medium of theſe three laſt years; when there will remain 
ix millions out of the eight and a half: Nay, I will further re- 
duce the fix by nearly 700,0c0!. to remove all ſuſpicion of exag- 
gration, and to make an exact third of the ſixteen; and which 
1s the part immediately affected by the aſſociation in North America. 

From this ground ſee what is put in hazard; not merely a 
monicd profit, but our bulwark of defence, our power in offence, 
the arts and induſtry of our nation, Inſtead of thouſands and ten 
thouſands of families in comfort, a navigation extenſive and enlarg- 
ing, the value and rents of land yearly riſing, wealth abounding, 
and at hand for further improvements, ſee, or foreſee, that this 
third of our whole commerce, that ſole baſis of our empire, and 
this third in itfelf the beſt, once loſt, carries with it a proportion 
of our national faculties, our treaſure, our public revenue, and the 
aue of land, ſucceeded in its fall by a multiplication of taxes 
to reinſtate that revenue, an enereaſing burden on every decreafing 
tate, decreaſing by the reduced demand of its produce for the 


, ſupport of manufacture and manufacturers, and menaced with a 
* bezvier calamity ſtill, the diminution of our marine, of our ſeamen, 
nc 


of our general population, by the emigrations of uſeful ſubjects, 
of ſrenzthening that very country you wiſh to humble, and weakening 
this in the ſight of rival powers, who wiſh to humble us. 
Having been hitherto merely general, I muſt now deſcend to a 
detail, but of parts ſo large, that each is ſeparately big with ſuf- 
ent evils to draw the utmoſt ſtretch of your attention, I begin 
02" Vith thoſe which threaten the Weſt- Indies, 


* 


ſuits of policy: while we, ſtruggling with ſuch competition, have 


flitutes more than half of the whole, with a proſpect of further 


One more obſervation remains, of all the moſt important, ſo far 
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To recapitulate the heads of that material evidence, delivered by Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Ellis, would be tedious in me, unneceſſary in itſelf, 
Leaving it therefore to its own powerful impreflion, J here add only, 
in a general mode of my own, that of the inhabitants of thoſe iſlands 
above four hundred thouſand are blacks 3 from whoſe labours the im- | 
menſe riches there, ſo diſtinctly proved at your bar, are derived, with 
ſuch immenſe advantage to theſe kingdoms. How far theſe multi- f 


tudes, if their intercourſe with North America is ſtopped, may be ex- 
ſed to famine, you have heard. One half in Barbadoes and the ( 


Leeward Iſlands, ſay one hundred thouſand negroes, in value at leaſt 
four millions ſterling, poſſibly, it grieves me to ſay probably, may 
periſh. The remainder muſt divert to proviſions the culture of the 
produce ſo valuable to Great Britain. The ſame muſt be the practice 
in great part throughout Jamaica, and the new ſettled acquiſitions, 
They may feel a diſtreſs juſt ſhort of deſtruction, but muſt divert for 
ſubſiſtence ſo much labour as, in proportion, will ſhorten their rich 
product. In fact, why ſhould they raiſe the latter, if lumber ſhould 
be wanting for its package to Great Britain? How vague, how un- 
certain, how nearly impracticable would be a ſupply of theſe neceſſaries 
through any new channel, I need not repeat; but ſhall cloſe this head 
with another ſhort general ſtate, in confirmation of Mr. Walker's moſt 
accurate detail. The groſs amount of imports, at an annual medium, 


from theſe now unfortunate iſlands, exceeds four millions, 19c,000 lite 
caſks of ſugar and rum, beſides may other articles, the bulky loading WW wi 
for ſuch a multitude of veſſels, more than authoriſe my aſſertion, net; 
Of theſe annual four millions, the exchequer receives its proportion, o 
the navigator and merchant theirs ; the rel centers with the planter : ti 
and how diſtributed by him? In the purchaſe of 1, 300, oool. in our T 
exports direct, and the largeſt part of 700,000]. more in circuition 5400 
through Africa for a conſtant ſupply of negroes. What is left, conſi- Wwe 
derable as it may be, among 5 here, is applied to home con- beige 
ſumption; not with a ſparing hand, and to inveſtments, upholding the hen 
price. of land, and the credit of public funds. At the ſame tim gh nm; 
are furniſhing commodities to us of ſuch neceſſary uſe, which el to 
muſt be paid for to foreigners, and with a ſuperfluity for foreign con ene 
ſumption likewiſe ; I avoid compariſon, but judge from this ſtate, howNorth 
valuable a ſubject is the planter. All theſe benefits, the healthy pro-gMWti: : 
geny of active trade, all, or part, muſt ſleep as in a grave, during in 
total or partial ſtagnation. Vn, u 
Upon the North American imports I ſhall only remark, that thai 
moſt conſiderable part of their bulky productions is bought by th i (20, 
foreigner, and of the amount conſumed in Great Britain, the exche t . 
quer hath a capital ſhare. Nor will I take North America for 2 come; 
panion in my preſent melancholy walk, becauſe ſhe may prove the 2 Mme, 
gainer, and as the community become more ſound and healthy, wha ſur 


eve 
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every other member of the empire lies bleeding, But my heart bleeds 
when, renewing my gloomy progreſs, I turn a view towards one king- 
bm, a great member, which may unhappily be diſtinguiſhed above 
WT :!| ſufferers in the preſent conjuncture; I mean the kingdom of Scot- 
bad: and among my honourable hearers, they whoſe particular at- 
tention I may now engage, have no cauſe to doubt the ſincerity of my 
ſelings. I have taken equal pains with the accounts of exports from 
that kingdom, as from this, The papers I could collect began at 
Chriſtmas 1948, and end at Chriſtmas 1772, with two years wanting; 
z circumſtance, however, which will not in the leaſt impede me in il- 
luſtrating the progreſs and improvement of the North Britiſh trade, A 
irſt period ſhews an annual medium of about 500,000]. In a ſecond 
it riſes to 850, oool. In a third to 1,150,000]. And in the laſt for 
1170, 1771, and 1772, to 1, 700, oool. of which about 400, ocol. is 
wlony export, excluſive of Ireland, and the far greater part to the to- 
eco provinces, where many of my moſt worthy friends have a pro- 
y lying much larger than I chuſe to conjecture, To this I add a 
nown export of linen exceeding 200. ocol. ſupplied to England for 
American uſe, The whole may be little ſhort of 700, oool. but call- 
Ing it fix, I aſk, if Scotland can well endure a ſtagnation of ſuch a 
* for twelve months to come? Whether their export to Ireland 
o 3 to 400, oool. will be affected; and how far emigration, of 
lte ſo prevalent, may be extended by the preſſure of a new calamity, 
will not forbode. Sir, I feel— Sir, thoſe feelings forbid me to ex- 
tiate further I chuſe to drop the ſubjet—obſerving only, that the 
wlony export from Scotland is to their whole much in the ſame pro- 
tion with ours, I will now paſs over to Ireland. 
That kingdom takes from England and Scotland little ſhort of 
140,000]. annually in goods, How doth ſhe pay for them? A 
aye part in linen and yarn, the remainder in caſh, acquired by her 
breign traffic. In the printed report to this Houſe, from their 
hen committee, it appears, that in 1771 the linen made and brought 
b marker for ſale in that kingdom, for its own uſe and ours, amount- 
to 2,150, Oool. and the yarn exported to about 200, oool. This im- 
tenſe value, the employment of ſuch numbers, hath its ſource in 
North America. The Jax-ſeed from thence, not worth 40,000. a 
re to that continent, forms the baſis of Ireland, and reverts large- 
in manufaQure from her to the original ſeat of growth. In re- 
% what is the cry of my magnanimous countrymen without doors ? 
gnity! Supremacy ! The evil hour is advancing, not yet come; 
* ſooner come, than felt : it may produce a diſcovery too late, that 
Wh-ſounding words imply no food to the hungry, no raiment to the 
ated ; and theſe throughout our empire may amount to millions in 
umder.— But new channels of ſupply ſhall be found; our potency 
{Ka ſurmount all difficulties, It is full time to begin the eſſay in Ire- 
SN | hs hs. land, 
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land, left, during the experiment, emi gration fo conſtant there, ſhould 
change to depopulation in the Proteſtant quarters, | 

I now return to England, not a member, but the head. Her for. 
rows I will leave to the contemplation of that ſuperior claſs, which 
muſt be the ultimate and permanent ſufferer. The ſage Mr. Locke 
would tell the country gentleman, that his viſible property muſt re- 
place the loſs of public revenue; that he muſt provide for a nation of 
hungry and naked, or fink into utter debility and deſpondency ; 
when the fun riſes no more on this once flouriſhing iſland, but to (cz 
the deſertion of inhabitants, and a wretched remnant, wandering un- 
clad and unfed in lamentation over a wilderneſs, 

I have mentioned the revenue, and ſhal] now be very conciſe upon that 
head : deducting bounties and drawbacks, the neat receipt at the exche- 
quer from duties and exciſe on Weſt India productions | venture to ſet 
at more than 700,000l. and another receipt in the North American 
branch, at juſt ſo much as with the former, may render a total of one 
million. To that amount the public revenue is immediately concern- 
ed. Conſequential lofs, for initance, in the great article of tea, for 
want of the uſual ſupply of ſugar, or in any other articles, I do not 
dwell upon here, but leave to reflection. 

Thus far, Sir, I hope, that I have proved what was your ſituation, 
happy in receiving from your colonies all the poſſible advantage at- 
tainable in the nature of things. Could our forefathers, the authors 
of ſuch a ſyſtem, which, excluſive of foreign profit, could bring the 
numerous ſubjects of the ſame ſtate in ſuch diſperſed habitations over 
the earth, thouſands and thouſands ef miles aſunder, to a concurrence 
in the extirpation of idleneſs, in promoting the comfort, and calling 
forth the faculties of each other, Could thoſe venerable founders of 
a ftructure ſo ſtupendoufly great, ariſe, and ſeeing it brought to ſuch 
perfection 5 time and experience, yet find it within the laſt ten years 
ſo roughly handled in a conflict with finance, what looks would they 
caft on their blinded poſterity, almoſt the whole Britiſh people who, 
on every ſtart of pecuniary contribution from America, have, under three 
adminiſtrations, been open mouth'd, and are ſtill for American taxa- 
tion? Let the three adminiſtrations have all the juſtification of defen- 
dit numerus, fundtægue umbone phalagens. But I, an unconneQted man, 
firmly pronounce, that the conſenting voice of all mankind, cannot 
make two and two, more or leſs than four; that the Vox Popul: is not 
always the Vox Dei, and among us, upon the preſent ſubject, reſembles 
the popular cry in old Jeruſalem of, Crucify | Crucify ! 

Yet, Sir, I likewiſe ſincerely wiſh, that the gloomy aſpect I have 
given to our future ſituation, may be all nugatory, all miſrepreſents- 
tion, unintended, but not therefore leſs the reſult of error and blindnels. 
Hitherto I have looked on one fide of the queſtion only; permit me 
now to contemplate the other. | | 1 
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It is the general acceptation, that the aſſociated provinces ſubmit, in 
onſequence of the meaſures taken. The meaſures I allude to, are 
wblic facts; and, with ſome relief to my own dejection, I apply them 
v introduce another fact inconteſtable and brilliant; whereon I glad- 
dwell for a while: it is a ſubject of praiſe, requiring but few words, 
cauſe it is trus, I have named the Romans; we have among us a 
Het body, whom I compare with them, as their equals at any the 
oſt diſtinguiſhed epoch of their martial ſcience and proweſs. I will 
zot hazard a panegyric. The grateful ſenſations of all our memories 
rtain the illuſtrious and recent atchievements of the Britiſh military 
by land and ſea, with a warmth which would render the moſt elabo- 
me encomium ſpiritleſs and cold. But themſelves, lettered | ang 
England, and verſed in hiſtory, will allow, that the peculiar ſupe- 
nority derived from diſcipline, poſſeſſed by them in its higheſt excel- 
knce, is but the effect of human art; that there are left at large, in 
tuman nature, certain ſparks, whoſe occaſional concurrence produces 
merations not to be circumſcribed or controuled by art or power, and 
hath cauſed ſuch wonderful viciflitudes, recorded in times paſt, but, 
[hope, will make no part of our future annals : I allude to that vio- 
kat agitation of the ſoul, enthuſiaſm. Such viciflitudes, not to be 
hunned by art or power, merit the moſt attention, when moſt is ſet 
upon a caſt, 

Many without doors have treated the exiſtence of this uncontrol- 
able ſpirit as imaginary, I did not reaſon with thoſe who either feel 
o enthuſiaſm for any thing ſerious, or retain juſt ſo much as may be 
requiſite in the eager purſuit of diverſions, pleaſures or profit. I would 
ue accompanied others more ſpeculative through their ſeveral grada- 
tons of hope, till diſappointed, and ftill reviving, but for one obſer- 
ntion, which 1 have generally kept concealed, but will ſoon reveal 
to you, But for this obſervation I might have concurred with the pub- 
lic belief, that the capital of a province, no declared in rebellion, 
would have ſubmitted on the landing of a few regiments ; this failing, 
that other provinces, from ancient jealouſy and diſguſt, would not 
have interfered, rather ſought their own advantage out of that town's 
diſtreſs ; this falling, that they never would have proceeded to the 
length of conſtituting a certain inauſpicious aſſembly among themſelves 
this failing, that the members of ſuch aſſembly would have diſagreed, 
ad not framed.a ſingle reſolution. This laſt hope having proved abor- 
me, a new one is popularly adopted, that the firſt intelligence of en- 
forcing meaſures, at leaſt the bare commencement of their execution, 
vill tame the moſt refractory ſpirits. I will here ſtate the grounds of 
this, and all the preceding hopes ; afterwards, with your indulgence, 
the ound of my original and continued doubts. 

ur trading nation naturally aſſumed, that the preſent contention 
would be with traders in * IO ſock of a trader, whether his 


Own, 


. 356 


' PARLIAMENTARY A. 1776 


own, or in part, and often the greateſt part a property of others, con. 
fiding in him, is perſonal, lodged in a magazine, and expoſed in ſea- 
ſons of commotion to inſtantaneous devaſtation. The circumſtance of 
ſuch property, the conſiderations ſuggeſted by common prudence, by 
the ſenſe of common juſtice to thoſe who have given a generous credit, 
rarely make room for that intrepidity which meets force with force. 
Hence I admit, that the mere traffickers would have ſubmitted at firſt, 
and will now, whenever they dare. The reaſons why they have not 
dared, is the foundation of my doubts, 

I am ſpeaking to an enlightened aſſembly, and converſant with their 
own annals. In thoſe ages, the reverſe of commercial, when your an- 
ceſtors filled the ranks of men at arms, and compoſed the cavalry of 
England, of whom did the infantry conſiſt? A race unknown to 
other kingdoms, and in the preſent opulence of traffic almoſt extin in 
this, the yeomanry of England; an order of men, poſſeſſing paternal 
inheritance, cultivated under their own care, enough to preſerve inde- 
pendence, and cheriſh the generous ſentiments attendant on that con- 
dition, without ſuperfluity for idleneſs, or effeminate indulgence. Of 
ſuch doth North America conſiſt, The race is revived there in greater 
numbers, and in a greater proportion to the reſt of the inhabitants; 
and in ſuch the power of that continent reſides. Theſe keep the traf- 
fickers in awe, Theſe, many hundred thouſands in multitude, with 
enthuſiaſm in their hearts, with the petition, the bill of rights, and the 
acts of ſettlement, ſilent and obſolete in ſome places, but vociferous 
and freſh, as newly born, among them; theſe, hot with the blood of 
their progenitors, the enthuſiaſtic ſcourges at one period, and the re- 
volutional expellers of tyranny at another; theſe, unpractiſed in fri- 
volous diffepation and rui nous profuſion, ſtanding armed on the ſpot, de- 
livered down from their fathers, a property not moveable, nor expoſed 
to total deſtruction, therefore maintainable, and exciting all the ſpirit 
and vigour of defence: theſe, under ſuch circumſtances of number, 
animation and manners, their lawyers and clergy blowing the trumpet, 
are e to encounter with a handful of men, ſent three thouſand miles 
over the ocean to ſeek ſuch adverſaries on their own paternal ground.* 
But theſe will not fight, ſays the general voice of Great Britain, 
Agreed, I deſire to meet my antagoniſts in argument upon no better 


round. 
e That 


— 


— 


* The following remark might have been trite to the honourable hearer, 
but may not occur to every common reader, That if there are any ſeeds of 
talents and genius in à country, they are drawn into action and vigour by 

ublic ferments and troubles ; but might have remained in times of tranqui- 
ry for ever uſeleſs and unknown, perhaps at the plovgh, under a ſhed, or 
among the loweſt claſs of mechanics. 
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* That exports to the aſſociated provinces have ceaſed for months, is 
* afaft, May not their non-importation agreement ſingly, be a wea- 
Wy pon ſufficiently effectual in their hands, without ſtriking a blow ? Why 
by frike without occaſion ? ws 
I To overſet this ſuggeſtion, an aſſertion is brought, that /neceſlity 
ry vill break tae combination. I take this freſh ground to ſhew, that 
f neceſſity, in conjunction with enthuſiaſm, may produce a directly op- 
” polite effect, | throw but a tranſient glance on the extraordinary ſtock 
of goods laid in by the coloniſts laſt year, though ſaid to be ſufficient, 
= for the conſumption of two, The arguments I ſhall uſe, carry their 
07 own evidence with them, Let the population in the aſſociated pro- 
* rinces be three millions, as delivered into the congreſs, or be reduced 


to two and a half, white and black. At a moderate computation per 
head, the quantity of goods, including all uſes beſides apparel, is not 
adequate to half their conſumption, which I ſtated before to the 
mount of three millions ſterling, without ſeparating ſome conſidera- 


57 ble articles for the month. This annual ſupply they never did anny- 
er ah pay for, but always remained under a heavy debt to the mother 
* country; a Capital advantage to her, as ſhall be explained in its place. 
. How is the other half of their conſumptioa, unſupplied from hence, 
th provided with the ſeveral articles for cloathing and other neceſſaries ? 
de What is introduced through illicit trade with the foreigner, muſt be 
us 04d for in ready money, and is chiefly for the rich and the few. How 
of WY + the multitude ſupplied, diſperſed over that vaſt continent, and at 
e- oonfiderable diſtances from the ſea? Sir, by the ſame means, and ne- 
1 ceſſaril / ſo, as are practiſed in molt counties of theſe kingdoms, There 
tc. ve two kinds of manufaQture ; one active and ſyſtematic, collected un- 
Y der a ſuperintendance, and brought to the markets of ſale. The other 
nit © ſedentary and domeſtic, obſcure, but large; could the ſmall and 
er, ©ttcred parcels be gathered up for computation, as may be made of the 


former, from the records of public marts. The latter lies among the 
wives and children of rural, of ruſtic families ; is applied to domeſtic 
uſe, and rarely ſees a market for ſale. In the ſame mode the American 
jeomanry are furniſhed among themſelves. The domeſlic manufac- 
ure muſt, in courſe, be large for the uſe of ſuch numbers; the active 
for ſale is far from maturity among them : but neceflity, urged againſt 
them, may extend the arts and materials, already indubitably poſſeſſed; 
and enthuſiaſm may ſtamp on their home-ſpun all the value, all the 
pride of ornament, | 

dir, I foreſee theſe differences with America will be compoſed, and 


* bow— There filence becomes me beſt—[t will be fo late, that Great 
by tain muſt receive a wound, which no time can heal — A philoſo- 
ni: ical ſenſe of dignity muſt ſtep in under the ſhape of conſolation. 

or This reflection I wiſh to obviate, and will ſtate a ſtrong queſtian 


from the other fide, Admitting, if I pleaſe, the pracicability of the 
B b b 2 cC.oloniſt 
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coloniſt ſupplping his wants with his own homely manufacture, im 
proveable too by time and experience; yet will not an interruption tq 
the vent of his own produce, and to the profits of his trade, be a lo: 
of ſuch magnitude, as may quickly, and with an intermediate ſtagna 

tion, too ſhort for us ſenſibly to feel, reduce his mind to a ftate of hy 
miliation ? The interruption, I allow, will be a loſs to individuals 
large to ſome, ſmall to many, and operate in degrees proportionate tc 

ſituations and tempers. The trading claſs foreſee it already, and are 

humbled enough to ſubmit, if they could. Thoſe who keep them i 
awe, the multitude of ſmall, but independent, proprietors of land, may 

feel their part of the loſs ſo light, as not to relax the reſtif ſpirit whic 

they have manifeſted down to this day; and may be ſtrengthened b 

a truth too obvious, that America, as a public, muſt be a gainer b 

ſuch interruption. | 

She always hath been, and is now, largely indebted to the Britiſh 
merchants ; a proof, that the neat value of her annual produce and 
remittances, through the circuitions of her trade, hath ever been ſhort 
of her purchaſes here. So far as this difference reaches, whethe 
"ſmall or large; ſo far, as ſhe ſubſtitutes more of her own labour in the 
' ſtead of ours, for her own wants; juſt ſo much will be, on a general 
balance, a clear profit to her community, while the intercourſe wit 
ours is ſtopped, and a lofs to Great Britain irrecoverable, ſo far as 
during the melancholy interval, the arts of manufacture may be bette 
eſtabliſhed, and more extended in that continent ; but if extended be 
yond frugal uſes, the yeomanry there will fink into futile and ener 
vating enjoyments, the ſource of venality and diſcord ; and, in thei 
turn, verify a celebrated axiom in politics, that diſcontents, murmurs 
profuſion, and outward ſhew, are the ſure figns of a ftate in decay. 
Sir, you have repeatedly heard before this day of the large debt 
from the coloniſts to our merchants ; an uncontrovertible truth, to the 
permanent amount of millions. Grieyed as humanity muſt be at a 
occurrence which puts ſuch a property, and ſo many meritorious ſub- 
jeQs in peril, or even under a temporary anxiety, yet ſuch being the 
courſe of that trade, the effect of a voluntary conduct, public policy iſ ma 
hath cauſe to rejoice, at the ſame time to acknowledge a high, tho 
unſought obligation to the merchant, who, by this practice, holds 


his hand the principal bond of colony dependence, enforces the act e rig} 
navigation, and becomes in the public behalf the true guardian of that t : 
half divine law, the work of penetration and wiſdom, equal to the and 
great man who framed it. Illicit traffic is common to all regions anc ( 
ans? nor to be avoided in any, but by a ſtrict care not toll fere 

ad into temptation, Upon the whole, no commercial regulation preſ 
hath been more accurately obſerved than the act of navigation, . dot 
which the American congreſs moſt intelligibly ſubmits, and which, = 
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fellow ſubjects here, comprehends their contribution for protection 3: 
an act, which hath generally been well obeyed by them, and the mer- 
chants at home hath made it their intereſt, A foreign correſpondent 
might account moſt juſtly for the neat proceeds of tobacco, rice, ſugar, 
Kc. but will not give credit for a ſtiver more; and for that reaſon 
doth not receive ſuch conſignments even from the leſs ſcrupulous ob- 
ſervers of the law, The Britiſh merchant on a hundred pound, neat- 
ed from a conſignment, readily ſupplies the American's wants for a 
hundred and twenty, thirty, how far is immaterial. This accommo- 
dation he hath not, and through long habit doth not try to have from 
any quarter out of Great Britain, and therefore ch to ſend his 
produce through her channel ; nor will a few exceptions invalidate 
the argument: and tilt the awful volume of earthly viciſſitudes ſhall 
diſcloſe the fatal page, where that Omnipotent Hand, which hath 
lifted up and caſt down the proudeſt dominion of old, may have writ- 
ten the deſignation of empire to the child ; till then, the merchant of 
Great Britain will keep the child in all poſſible dependence on the 

rent, 
ir, after all, though my fellow ſubjects riſe more and more in the 
lattering confidence, that the colonies will not adhere to their agree- 
ments, | do not commit myſelf in aſſerting the contrary ; I do not 
pronounce, that they will; I only ſuggeſt, that they may ; and on 
that ſuppoſition have attempted to ſhew, what England, Scotland and 
Ireland ſtake on the conteſt ; nothing leſs than a long- approved and 
ſucceſsful ſyſtem, embracing _ circumſtance of national ſtability, 
proſperity and luſtre. For what this is-put in hazard, I — hope, 
il th too ſerious for caſuiſtry ; and, I humbly believe, ſolely to 
be meaſured by expediency and practicability, under the direction of |} 
that great council, which holds the guardianſhip of three kingdoms, - 
and their boundleſs dependencies. | 

Right, authority, ſovereignty, dignity, ſupremacy are admitted to 
the utmoſt extent of their ground. Is there not another ground an- 
tecedent and original, that from the nature of mankind, - there never 
Was, nor 1s, — never will be a community, who after the poſſeſſion 
of denefits, delivered down from father to ſon for more than a century, 
vill be perſuaded to relinquiſh ſuch poſſeſſion by any plea of law and 
Tight, urged with all the eloquencee of advocates? A force ſuperior 
io argument is requiſite, which brings the queſtion back to expediency 
and practicability. | 

Conceive not, Sir, that our very thoughts have preſumed to inter- 
ſere with the counſels or determinations of the ſtate; but as the 
preſent ſubject of deliberation and meaſures is too pregnant with events 
bot to run far into the future, we ſubmiſſively hope, that the facts, 
we have produced, and the deductions from them, if not in the 
preſent hour, may prove of ſome utility hereafter, | * 

ou 
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+ You in your future deliberations will ſeparate the frivolous from 
the important, the ſpecious and the plauſible from the ſound and the 
true. Vou, ſearching the depths of human nature, will not be miſled 
by trite and popular opinion; and, when the force ef (e}f-intereſt is 

ledged at this momentous criſis, you will diſcover, that Intereſt is 
not the predominant ruler of mankind— I repeat, that intereſt is not 
the predominant ruler of mankind. The few indeed are under that 
Frigid influence; but the many are governed by paſſion, whole train 
] need not arrange. Perſeverence in acts of violence from one quarter, 
and perieverence in another to ſuffer, may be in both the reſult of 
paſſion. Paſſion can mifinterpret words, give ſolidity to empty 
ſounds, and convert ſhadow to ſubſtance, Paſſion could give weight 
to the cry of the church, when Sacheverel infatuated a nation, 
renowned above all others for ſolid ſenſe, and depth of thought, 

To conclude: if, Sir, in any future operation, this honourable 
Houſe may condeſcend to a moment's remembrance of us, our. ap. 
pearance may prove not altogether in vain. Although there is {|| 
much remaining to offer, permit us now to withdraw, unreproved, 
we hope, by you; but ſurely ſo by our own conſciencious feelings 
in thus attempting our diſcharge of a duty to the public—Qver the 
acts already paſſed and paſting I do not breath out a word—only 


a parting Sh. ; 
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March 17. 

The ſecond reſtraining bill read a ſecond time, and 
committed. 

Mr. S- Mr. Sawbridge ſaid, the miniſter was conſiſtent : no charge 

Fridge could be brought againſt him for partiality, fince he was now 

_ laying an equal meaſure of puniſhment on the whole conti. 
nental empire. Theſe reſtraining bills tied the bands of 
union and good fellowſhip between all the provinces and 
united them in a common cauſe. 

Nr. Temple Mr. Temple Luttrell condemned, in ſtrong terms, the prin- 
ciple of the bill; ſaid, that this and the other reſtraining bill, 
ought to be burnt by the common hangman ; he treated the 

reſent bill as treaſonable againſt the community, and ſaid, 
it muſt eventually be the cauſe of a civil war. 
Adjourned to march 20, 


March 20. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the petitions 
from the merchants, &c. trading to North America, Genen 
Howe in the chair; when ſome perſons were examined in 
proof of the allegations contained in the petitions, preſentel 
from the ſtocking manufacturers, and other inhabitants of 
the town of Nottingham, (See the petitions page 171, & 524 
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Mr. Nead was called in to prove the allegations con- 
tained in the counter-petition, (See this petition page 323), 
wo of his partners having ſigned the former petition. 
Mr. Burke queſtioned him as to the character of thoſe peti- 
tioners. This was objected to by Mr. Van, and a debate 
enſued, 

Mr. Lan ſaid, it was a rule in judicial proceedings, and Mr. Fan. 
adopted very properly by that Houſe, never to put any 
queſtion to a man, the giving a true anſwer to which, 
might tend to injure him, or affe& his intereſt; it was 
plain, he ſaid, that the queſtion aſked was in effect the ſame 
5 if put to the perſons alluded to, their credit and reputations 
z partners being the ſame, 

Mr. Burke replied that the reaſoning was very juſt if it Mr. Burke. 
zpplied ; but inſiſted, that the queſtion propoſed by him 
involved no ſuch conſequence, it being only to their moral 
character, their reputation as men of veracity, not to their 
reſponſibility to pay their debts, or their ſituation as traders, 

Mr. Solicitor General directed his arguments to ſhew the Sete Ce- 
conſequences that may happen, and in ſome inſtances which #744 
have happened, from leading perſons at the bar to diſcloſe the 
nature of their trade, and the ſtate of their affairs, ; 

Mr. Burke reminded the gentlemen of the Treaſury bench Mr. Burke. 
of their conduct on the 16th, when queſtions of a much 


nd Wi more delicate nature and direct tendency to create the in- 
eonvenience and evils now dreaded, were put, and inſiſted 

rae en, though ſtrongly objected to. 

OW Mr. Fox and two or three others ſpoke, but the point 

nti- us carried againſt anſwering the queſtion, and the witneſs 


; of vs called in, and deſired to proceed. 
and He was croſs examined by Mr. Burke; when it appeared 
that he was not concerned in the American trade; and that 
rin- be knew little of it. 
bill, In the courſe of the examination Lord North having aſked 
| the Ui freral queſtions in order to eſtabliſh proof that there was 
ſaid, vo foundation for the complaints in the other petitions, 
Mr. Bailey got up and told General Howe, that as he zu, Boyhs 
vas going to America where he would find many rational 
nd ſenfible men who would be aſking him queſtions, con- 
derning the buſineſs the committee were then ſitting upon, 
te therefore begged, the general would not forget to render 
An ll due Juſtice to the noble lord on the Treaſury Bench, 
— Lord North] who was now uncommonly active in the 
a FM mination of this evidence, and in forming queſtions to 
30 mw 
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draw ſuch ſort of anſwers as might gain, if poſſible, from 
the perſon at the bar ſomething like a proof, that theſe 
counter petitions came unſolicited by government (though 
all the world knew well enough to the contrary) and that 
the grievances and loſs of trade complained of in the other 
petitions were merely fictitious: all which Mr. Bayley 
ſaid, might appear very natural to the noble lord, for that 
he had obſerved, and the whole Houſe had remarked it, that 
whenever the noble lord attended the examination of the evi. 
dences who came to prove any of the injuries that this 
country would ſuffer by the loſs of her American com- 
merce, he was either faſt afleep and did not hear it, or 
if awake, he was talking ſo loud as even to prevent others 
from hearing it; that this was ſo ſhamefully the caſe the other 
day, when that great man Mr. Glover was ſummoning up an 
evidence to the committee, that would have awakened any 
ather miniſter in the world to a ſenſe of his duty, yet to 
the inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment of every one, the preſent mi- 
niſter ſhewed a determined reſolution not to liſten to any 
thing that might tend in the leaſt to convince him of the 
ruin he was drawing down upon this country and America, 
Another witneſs was examined in ſupport of the allegations 
in the counter petition. He had formerly been concerned in 
the American trade, but was not at preſent. He was aſked 
by Mr. Burke, how he could know, being now uncon- 
nected with that buſineſs, that the non- importation agree- 
ment would not affe the trade ? He replied, becauſe he had 
been in ſeveral warchouſes, where he ſaw great quantities of 
goods made up to be ſent to Holland. Being aſked if that N beur 
was uſual ? he replied, he neyer remembered it before; and H 
that he ſuppoſed they were intended for the American marker, Wi te 


to be ſmuggled by the way of Holland. mn 
It was a continual ſcene of altercation from nine o'clock Wines 
till one in the morning, when the committee roſe. them, 


Lord North. Lord North obſeryed at the concluſion, that he was glad 
to find the manufaQturers of Nottingham were not likely to 
be ſtarved for want of employment, as they bad happily got 

\ one of the beſt marts in Europe for their goods. 

Mr, Burk. Mr. Burke replied, that if his lordſhip reflected properly, 
he did not think be had any great reaſon to exult in meaſures 
which threw the buſineſs formerly tranſacted by our own 
merchants, into the hands of the Dutch, and at the ſame 
time enriched his profeſſed foes, the ſmugglers, on the otÞ 
fide of the Atlantic, at the expence and ruin of his = 
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telides of the revenue. 
March 21. 


Private buſineſs: OE 
March 21: 


was apologetic, He began by ſhewing, that he had ſet 


fairs, with a great majority in the Houſe. The Houſe 
had indeed changed; but the effects of that change were 
ſuch, as not to induce him to alter his firſt. opinion. 
They were ſuch, as made it neceſſary for every man to 
propoſe whatever he thought had the ſlighteſt chance for 


empire, | | 

He next obſerved, that. the Houſe hed declared conci- 
latory propoſitions admiſſible; for notwithſtanding the high 
3 the addreſs, and the ſeverity of the bills then de- 
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fated as conciliatory, previous to the ſubmiſſion of the 
colonies, This, though he did not think it likely to anſwer 
is. purpoſe, ſhewed however, that ſomething in tbe ſpirit 


n conciliation, previous to any ſtep on the part of America 
ed us not held by the Houſe as adverſe to its dignity. 

n- Having laid this ground he ſhewed the abſolute neceſſity, 
. iffore things proceeded to further extremities, of adapting 
ad ar mode of government to the feelings of the people in 
of Wi America; and of iving them ſome public parliamentary 
at ſecurity for our adherence to that mode, when adopted. 
nd WH: urged this, by diſplaying the interior and exterior of 


de colonies, their extent, numbers, growing population, 
commerce, temper and character, and from all theſe circum- 
ck WW knees deduced the rule of policy to be obſerved concerning 
hem. He ſtrongly argued, that no plan, however ſpecious 
lad t might ſeem to theory, could be ſerviceable, which was not 
to ganformed to theſe circumſtances. On this part he dwelt 
ga long time, and opened a vaſt variety of curious facts 
ud ſtriking obſervations. | | ; VA 
Having ſhewn, with the utmoſt clearneſs and conviction, 
bat the only method of ſecuring the. obedience of the 
Fople in the colonies, was by giving them an intereſt in our 
ee conſlitution 3 he proceeded to the mode of doing it; and 
| fre he diſclaitned, firſt, all ſorts of diſcuſſions of right; 
een e queſtion, being, as he put it, ſolely on policy. Secondly, 
ine t diſelaimed all ſorts of Ty projets whatſoever, profeſſing, 
| | Cee = 


15 profeſſed Friends, the fair traders; and to the total ruin 


This day came on Mr. Burke's propoſitions. His opening Mr. Burke; 


wut in perfect agreement of ſentiments, regarding American 


reſtoring the former tranquility and concord of the Britiſh 


ending, Lord North had propoſed ſomething, which he 
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to derive the theoretic part of his propoſitions from the lan- 
guage of acts of parliament ; and the practical, from plain 
matters of fact, acknowledged as ſuch in the journals of the 
Houſe ; that other methods might be more ingenious ; but in 
conftitutional diſcuſſions, it was much more 3 to 
experience, and the practice of our anceftors, than to an 
ſpeculations. | | 

He then reforted to that practiee; and ſhewed, by the ex 
amples of Ireland, Wales, and the counties palatine, that when 
ever any part, under the Britiſh dominions, was not admittec 
to the effential privilege of granting their own money, the 
were unguiet, dangerous, and uſclefs ; but that as ſoon as the) 
were given an imtereft in the conflitution, they became at once 
orderly, ferviceable, and a fubftantial part of the ſtrength o 
this country. 

That this communication of an intereſ in the conſtitution 
was the great ruling principle of Britiſh policy; the mod 
of applying it, varied according to circumſtances. Whe 
the Arik could be taken into the conſtitution, th 

were united, as in the cafe of Wales. Where that y 
2c wy caſe, the conftitution was fent 'to them, as it 

Similar conftitutions, agreeably to their circumſtances 
were given to the colonies; and as long as the ſpirit 
theſe conſtitutions was preſerved we wore al happy. Whe! 
it was violated, every thing fell into confuſion. 

His whole plan therefore was to go back to our old policy 
and to record it upon the journals, as a ſettled ground « 
fature parliamentary proceedings, in order to guard againl 
the 1 2855 our — incon g Be therefore wou 

in a folemn publick recognition of the propriety « 
* repreſentation in the grant of their upplies 
and to prevent all poffibility of exception, he would 
down thefe maxims in no other words than thoſe wht 
had been uſed in acts of parliament. | 

His firſt and fecond refotation would be to acknowledyt 
that the colonies were not repreſented in Parliament, 41 
the miſchiefs that aroſe from that want of. reprefentatio 
whenever Parliament attempted to tax them, The th 
was to ſtate the unlikelihood of any mode of obtainil 
that repreſentation. | | 

"The reft were to ſhew, the mode of fu plying w. A 
and offices/ of nment and particularly of ſupply, 29 
ably to the, principles of the conſtitution, This was du. 
by ſtating in the fourth reſolution, that the colony affemb1 
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were competent in law to that purpoſe; in the fifth that 
they had in fa accompliſhed it; In the ſixth that theit 
{upplies had been produd7ive, and the parliamen mode 
lurren and unſruitful, Therefore he grounded himſelf ſolel 
on experience; and declared that, as experience had decid 

he was ready to ſtand or fall. 

The other reſolutions were, firſt with reſpect to the ſeveral 
jenal acts; which it would be proper to repeal, as the 
nxation they were meant to ſupport was, on his plan, no 
longer to be exerciſed, and the diſorders which theſe laws 
n to ſubdue, being likely no longer to have an 
Aiſtence. 

The others tended to give the Americans a judicature 
independent of the pleaſure of the crown. This plan, he 
hd no doubt would give compleat ſatisfaction; and that 
litisfaction would reſtore their antient quiet 2 
lo the colonies. He concluded with a ftron pathetic 
adreſs to enforce the acceptance of the meaſures he propoſed, 
wich, he ſaid, were not his, but the tried wiſdam of their 
brefathersz and handed down to them by the angel of 
the conſtitution, 

The fpeech continued near three hours. The Houſe 
ws remarkably attentive and ſerious, It is thought this 
heech if not the beſt, was at leaſt inferior to none, which 
Mr. Burke ever delivered. | 
The motions which he made were theſe. are not 
printed entire in the votes, for ſome reaſons reſpecting the 
forms of the Houſe, with d to amendments.  * 

He moved, that the colonies and plantations of Great 
kitain in North Ameriea, conſiſting of fourteen: ſeparate 
1 and containing two millions and upwards of 

inhabitants, have not had the liberty and privilege of 
tefting and ſending any knights and burgeſſes, or 
b repreſent them in the high court of Parliament. 

2. That the ſaid colonies and plantations have been 
tade liable to, and bounden by, ſeveral ſubſidies, payments, 
ates, and taxes, given and granted by Parliament, | 
tte ſaid colonies: and tions have not their knights 
nd burgeſſes in the ſaid high court of Parliament, of 
heir own election, to repreſent the condition of their coun- 
ty; * by lack whereof they had been oftentimes touched and 

Ceca grieved 

* Theſe words were by an amendment that was carried, left 

+ which will appear in the journals, though it is not the 
atom to jnſert amendments in the votes. 
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It paſſed in the negative. 
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grieved by ſubſidies, given, granted and afſented to in the ſaid 
court, in 'a manner prejudicial to the commonwealth, quit. 
neſs,” reſt and peace of the ſubjecis inhabiting within the ſame. 
3. That from the diſtance of the ſaid colonies, and from 
other eireumſtances, no method had hitherto been deviſed, 
for procuring a repreſentation in Parliament for the ſaid 
colonies, * © | 
4. That each of the faid colonies hath, within itſelf, 
a body choſen in part, or in the whole, by the freemen, 
freeholders, or other free inhabitants thereof, commonly 
called the general aſſembly, or general court, with powers 
legally to raiſe, levy, and aſſeſs, according to the ſever 
uſage of ſuch colonies, duties and taxes towards defraying 
all forts of public ſervices. Evo * 

: Theſe four had the previous queſtion put on them. 
F. That the ſaid general allemblies, * courts, 
other bodies legally qualified as aforeſaid, have, at ſundi 
times, freely granted ſeveral large ſubſidies and public aids 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, according to their abilities, whe 
required thereto by letter from one of his Majeſty's prin 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate; and that their right to gran 
the ſame, and their chearfulneſs and ſufficiency in the 


ſaid grants, have been, at ſundry times, acknowledged bi n 
Parliament; | OTE. in 
It paſſed in the negative. | of 
6. That it hath been found by experience, that the man 
ner of granting the faid ſupplies and aids, by the fait 
general aſſemblies, hath been more agreeable to the inha 
ditants of the ſaid colonies, and more beneficial and con 1 
dueive to the public ſervice, than the mode of eig an 2 
granting aids and ſubſidies in Parliament, to be raiſed an of 
paid in the ſaid colonies . ch 
It paſſed in the negative. iS col 
7. That it is proper to repeal an act made in the 7 the 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, a bu 
act, for granting certain duties in the Britiſh colonies ani in 
plantations" in America; for allowing a drawback of th af 
duties of -ciftoms, upon the exportation from this king or 
dom, of. coffee and cocoa nuts, of the produce of the i in 
colonies” or plantations? for diſcontinuing the drawback exe; 
' payable” on china earthen ware exported to America; 2" ' 
for more effectually preventing the clandeſtine running "lh 1 
goods in the ſaid colonies and plantations ;” adm 
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8. That it is proper to repeal an act, made in the 
14th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
«an act to diſcontinue, in ſuch manner, and for ſuch 
time, as are therein mentioned, the landing and diſcharging, 
lading or ſhipping, of goods, wares and merchandize, at 
the town, and within the harbour; of Boſton, in the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſet's Bay, in North America,” 

It paſſed in the negative. 

9. That it is proper to repeal an act, made in the 
14th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
« an act, for the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, in the 
caſes of perſons queſtioned for any acts F by them, 
in the execution of the law, or for the ſuppreſſion of 
riots and tumults, in the province of the Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, in New England;“ 

fe paſſed in the negative. : 

10. Thar it is proper to repeal an act, made in the 14th 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, “ an 
act for the better regulating the government of the province 
of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, in New England;“ 

It paſſed in the negative. . 

11. That it is proper to explain and amend an act, 
made in the 35th Year of the reign of King Henry the 8th, 
intituled, “an act for the trial of treaſons committed out 
of the king's dominions;“ 

It paſſed in the negative. N 

12 iT hat, from the time when the general aſſembly, or 
_ court, of any colony or plantation, in North America, 

all have appointed, by act of aſſembly duly confirmed, 
a ſettled ſalary to the offices of the chief juſtice and judges 
of the ſuperior courts, it may be proper that the ſaid 
chief juſtice and other judges of the ſuperior courts, of ſuch 
colony ſhall hold his and their office and offices during 
their good behaviour, and ſhall not' be removed therefrom, 
but when the ſaid removal ſhall be adjudged by his Majeſty 
in council, upan a hearing on complaint from the general 
aſſembly, or on a complaint from the governor, or council, 
pr the houſg of repreſentatives, . ſeverally, of the colony 
in which the ſaid chief juſtice and other judges have 
exerciſed the ſaid office; —_ | N 1 

It paſſed in the negative. 

13. That it may be proper to regulate the courts of 
2imiralty, or vice admiralty, authorized by the 1 5th chap. 
of the 4th George III. in ſuch a manner as to make 
fe ſame more commodious to thoſe who ſue, or are ſued 

in 


* 


= Fentin- any other body whatſoever: for this Mr. Fenkinſon quoted 
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in tho ſaid. courts ; and te provide for the mare decent maint- 
nance of the judges in the ſame*. | 
This laft bad the previous queſtion put upon it, That the 
queſtion be now put. | 
It paſſed in the negative. 

He was anſwered by the Attorney General, who diſplayed 
great dexterity and addreſs in his obſervations on Mr. Burke's 

lan. The other ſpeakers on that fide were, Mr. Jenkinſon, 
Mr. Cornwall, Lord Frederick Campbell, and others. The 
motions were ſupported by Lord Jobn Cavendiſh, Mr. Ho- 
tham, Mr. Tuffnell, Mr. Sawbridge, and by Mr. Fox, who 
ſpoke with the greateſt ability and ſpirit. | 

The miniſterial ſide did not in 2 ſoa much object to 

this plan, as repeat and inforce their general arguments on 
the ſupremacy of the Britiſh parliament, and in favour of the 
policy and neceſſity of American taxation. They denied that 
the Amerieap aſſemblies ever had, at any time, a legal power 
of granting a revenue to the erown. That this was the pri- 
vilege of Parliament only, and could not be communicated to 


the famous act for ſecuring the rights and liberties of the ſub- 
ject, commonly called the Declaration of Right; which, as 
hay inſiſted, clearly inforced the exc/u/ive right of f 
parliament all parts of the King's dominiens. The article is 
as follows, that Levying money for, or to the uſe of the 
« Crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant of Parli- 
„ ament, for a longer time, or in other manner than the 
fame is or ſhall be granted is illegal t. This, he ſaid, was 
not only prudent but neceſfary. right of taxing was in- 
berent in the ſupreme power; and by being the mott effential 
of all powers, was the moſt neceſſary, not only to be reſerved 
in theory, but exerciſed in prafice.z. or it would, in effect, be 
loſt, and all other powers along with it. 

It was, he ſaid, 2 great miſtake, that the eftabliſhment of : 
parliament in Ireland precluded Great Britain from taxing 
that kingdom. That the right of taxing, it, had always _ 
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* Left out in the amendment. 4 

+ The mm was ſo * relicd, .by 4 
ems to relate to taxes railed. on gretence of. prerogative, an 
does nat touch: anted by legal aſſemblies out ofthe reals 
Parliament knew of the Iriſt grants of taxes ſubſiſting at the tive 
of the declaration of right, and did not then, or at any time, thjns 
of condemning them as unconſtitutional. ' 
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maintained and Tr too, whenever it was thought expe- 
dient, and ought undoubtedly always to be fo, whenever the 
Britiſh parliament -judged proper ; having no other rule in 
this reſpect, but its own diſcretion, That all inferior aſſem- 
blies were only like the er totuns in yan, who had 
a power, like them, of making bye-Jaws, and nothing more. 
He recommended the example of ye French government in 
their provinces called Pais d etats; where, though the people 
ſem to grant, yet, in reality, the mode alone of raiſing the tax 
is left to the province; the crown always fixing the ſam to be 
raiſed, Theſe grants are, therefore, not free; but, as one 
of their own writers, Voltaire, calls them repertus libres, re- 
puted free ; and that the people were ſo well /atisfied with this 
reputed freedom, that they never have refuſed to grant, except 
ence, when the States of Langudoc were refractory: but an 
army being ſent to reduce them, they were brought to obedi- 
ence, and have been ever ſince perfectly quiet. | 
This was the ſubſtance of Mr. Jenkinfon's ſpeech. Lord 
Frederick Campbell took up the ſame maxims, and main- Lord Fred, 
tained them with great warmth ; declaring, that he thought Cb. 
any miniſter ought to be impeached, who ſuffered the grant of 
my fort of revenue from the colonies to the Crown, Indeed 
it was poſſible, that ſuch a practice in time of war, from the 
neceſſity of the caſe, might be tolerated, but that a revenue 
in time of peace could not be granted by the affemblies, with- 
out ſubverting the conſtitution, | 
Mr. Jenkinſon moved the previous queſtion, upon the firſt 
propoſition, Upon this queſtion the Houſe divided. Ayes 
78; noes 270. * 


| March 23. | 

The order of the day being read, for taking into conſideration 
the amendments made in the Houſe of Lords to the New 
England fiſhery bill, and it being late, and Lord North not 
come, Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, it was uſual for the mini- Lord J 
ſer to come down at three, or a little aftor it; that he was the © 
ſervant of the public, and onght to attend his duty; and that 
it was throwing an indignity on the Houſe to thus keep them 
waiting, without even intimating what he meant to do. 

Mr. Grey Cooper ſaid, he was certain his lordſhip had not Mr. S- 
the moſt diſtant intention of throwing amy flight on the Houſe, C:p--. 
that he probably did not expect that the buſineſs in courſe | 
would be fo ſoon over, and that he ſuppoſed he might be en- | | 
ga in ſome mattors of a, private nature. 8 4 : 
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Colonel Barr obſerved, that if his lordſhip was really en. 
gaged with the ladies, as the miniſter of the day had . 
ed them, it was a ſufficient apology. 9 

During this converſation Lord North made his appearance, 
and as ſoon as he got to his place apologized to the Houſe, 
His lordſhip obſerving that the Houſe was thin, moved that 
the conſideration of the amendments be put off till to- morrow, 
which was agreed to: Colonel Barre only obſerving, that the 
reaſons aſſigned by the miniſter of the day, and the noble lord 


_ himſelf, were totally different. 


hour with the reaſons, which his lordſhip reported, and which, 


acquainting the Houſe, that their lordſhips do not inſiſt on 


Mr. Cilbert. 


to à ſubje& of ſuch 


March 24. 

The Houſe took into conſideration the amendments made 
by the Lords, in the bill for reſtraining the trade of the four 
New England provinces; and the ſaid amendments, after a 
ſhort converſation, were ſeverally diſagreed to by the Houſe, 

Lord North moved, that a committee be appointed to draw 
up reaſons, to be offered at conference, why the Houſe had 
diſagreed with the ſaid amendments ; and a committe was ac- 


cordingly appointed, who returned in about a quarter of an 


after another ſhort converſation, were agreed to by the Houſe. 

Adjourned to March 27. 

March 27. | 

Mr. Rice was ſent with a meſſage to the Houſe of Lords, 
defiring an immediate conference with their lordſhips in the 
painted chamber, "The managers being returned, Lord North 
reported, that they had left the bill with their lordſhips for 
reſtraining the trade, and prohibiting the fiſhery of Maſſachu- 
ſetts Bay, &c. on the banks of Newfoundland, together with 
the reaſons for the Commons having diſagreed to ſome of tlie 
amendments made by their lordſhips. 

In about half an hour a meſſage was received from the Lords, 


the amendments made by them to ſaid bill, and which had 
been diſagreed to by the Commons. 
Mr. Gilbert. It may be thought preſumptuous in a perſon 
ſo inconfiderable as myſelf, to call the attention of this Houfe 
high and general importance, as that 
which reſpects the employment and relief of the poor within 
this kingdom. I feel the force of the obſeryation, and am 
conſcious how unequal I am to the taſk, | 


I have long expected that ſome gentlemen of far ſuperior 


abilities and canſequence in this Houſe, would have reſumed 
the conſideration of this moſt important ſubject; but as 12 
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has not happened, I am deſirous, with the indulgence of the 
Houſe, to ſubmit my thoughts upon it to their. conſideration, 
in hopes that it may induce gentlemen of great and diſtin- 
viſhed abilities to give their attention and affiſtance to it. 

If that ſhould be the caſe, my purpoſe will be anſwered, 
and the public will be benefited. | _ 

. I ſhall not miſpend the time of the Houſe, by ſtating the 
various acts of parliament which have been made upon this 
ſubject, or in — out the particular defects in the preſent 
ſyſtem of our poor laws ; it will be ſufficient to mention a 
ſew facts in the knowledge of every gentleman who hears me, 
Viz, ; 1 

That there is an immenſe ſum of money annually raiſed in 
this country for the relief and maintenance of the poor; a 
ſum I believe not inferiot, perhaps ſuperior, to that raiſed by 
the land-tax at four ſhillings in the pound, which is two 
millions per annum. | | | 

That notwithftanding this very ample proviſion for the 
poor; they are in general miſerably accommodated. This is 
apparent to every gentleman, both in town and country, who 
daily find a number of diſtreſſed objects in the ſtreets and 
highways, begging, thieving; and 3 18 

This ſhews ſome great defect either in the laws themſelves, 
or in the execution of them. | oy 

It will be neceſſary to trace theſe evils to their origin, and 
ke from what ſources they ariſe, before we think of the re- 
tedy; Too many of them, I fear; are rooted in the dege- 
neracy of the times, in the depravity and corruption of the 
morals of the people; others, I apprehend, proceed from ſome 
lefect in the laws. \ 

The foundation of the poor laws was laid by Queen Ellza- 
beth; the act paſſed in the 43d year of her reign, was found- 
ed in wiſdom and ſound policy; it was carefully — and 
= well adapted to the temper and genius of the people at 

at time. 1 
' The general principles of that ſtatute were, the employ- 
ment of the poor who were able to work; the puniſhing of 
thoſe who were able, but not willing, to work ; the ſupport- 
in ug and maintaining the aged, infirm, and impotent poor; 
am de taking proper care of the infant poor, by binding them 
aut apprentices, &c. | 
ior The fund for thoſe purpoſes was to be raiſed by taxation of 
xd very inhabitant and occupier of lands, cc. 
hat hoſe principles —_— * thing chat is wantel 
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But partly from a change in the manners and diſpoſitions 
of the people, which have been produced in the courſe of 
near two centuries, and ſtill more from the intervention of a 

t number of acts of parliament for fubdividing pariſhes 
(before too ſmall for the proper care, employment, and po. 
vernment of the poor) into townſhips ; for Fixing their ſet. 
tlements; giving powers of removal; for allowing certih. 
cates, and afterwards reſtraining the uſe of them, thoſe ex- 
cellent principles, and every purpofe of that ſtatute of Queen 
Elizabeth, have been defeated. 

Thoſe impolitic regulations have introduced nothing but 
frauds, perplexities, and endleſs confuſion. The great ftrug. 
gle now is between pariſh and pariſh ; artifice is uſed, 
every endeavour exerted, by the pariſh „often with 
— inhumanity to the poor, to eaſe their own pariſh, and 
— the burden upon their neighbours. The poor are haraſſ- 

by removals from place to place, which deprive them of all 
reſt and comfort ; litigations are encouraged ; great ſums 
fpent in ſupport of them, and in maintaining the idle and 
profligate ; the real purpoſes for which that heavy tax is laid, 
viz. the maintenance and relief of the indigent and neceſſitous 
poor, is but little regarded. 

This review of the fituation of our poor and poor laws, af- 

fords but a melancholy proſpect. 
How and by what means this evil can be cured, is the great 
and important queſtion. Difficulties preſent themſelves on 
every fide ;- if we look back, we ſhall find that all thoſe en- 
deavours which have been repeatedly exerted at different pe- 
riods to redrefs theſe grievances, have hitherto proved unſuc- 
e. ; if we look forward, we ſhall fee the evil increaſing 
What hal we do in this dreadful fituation ? 

Shall we fit ſtill under this oppreſſion? or ſhall we not ru. 
ther attempt ſome plan for relief, before it is too late, as theſe 
evils ſeem to threaten the utter ruin and deſtruction of this 
country, and every thing that is dear and valuable to us? II 
nothing is attempted, nothing can be effected. 

I chink a great part of the cure lies within theſe walls; but 

I am certain no undertaking of this ſort can ſucceed, without 
our" united endeavours. I am happy to ſee great abilities in 
every quarter of the- Houſe, extremely well adapted to this 
buſineſs ; thoſe abilities, well exerted, will, I hope, be ſuffici- 
ont to overcome all difficulties, - | 1 
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I have no partiality to any particular plan, but ſhall be 7 
willing to contribute the beſt of my poor endeavours to thoſs 
of other gentlemen, in forming ſuch a one as ſhall, upon ma- 
ture conſideration, be moſt likely to produce the reformation 
ſo much wanted, if the Houſe ſhall be pleaſed to grant the 
motion which I intend to make, for referring the conſidera- 
tion of this matter to a committee, 

The object of the late bill (I mean that which paſſed this 
Houſe ten years ago) was to incorporate a conſiderable num- 
her of pariſhes in each county, into diſtricts, and was adopt- 
ed upon a plan which had been introduced in ſome counties, 
under particular acts before that time; but that bill was re- 
jected by the Lords: fince that time more pariſhes have, in 
like manner, been incorporated into diſtricts, 

It may be of ſervice to know what ſucceſs has attended 


them ; experience from the ſeveral houſes of induſtry 


vithin theſe diſtrifts, may furniſh uſeful information for the 


forming a general regulation upon the ſubject no before us; 
and, * hoped, ſome motions may be — by the com- 


mittee, upon Which the order of this Houſe may be given for 
procuring ſuch returns from thoſe houſes of ind „and 
alſo from work-houſes, which have been eſtabliſhed in many 
cities and towns, by the authority of particular acts of par- 
lament, which may ſhew under what rules, bye-laws, 
and regulations, ſuch houſes have been conducted, and how 
the poor have been employed and maintained therein, 

I wiſh to have theſe enquiries extended further, and think 
the reformation of the houſes of correCtion, in all parts of the 
lingdom, myſt conſtitute an eſſential part of any general and 
uſeful regulation; as I fear, inſtead of correction and labour, 
dleneſs, drunkenneſs, and all ſorts of profligacy, are but 
too prevalent in many of thoſe houſes, from whence the per- 
ſons ſent thither, generally return more wicked and aban- 
toned than they went. 

The vagrants likewiſe ſeem to be objects worthy our atten- 
tion and enquiry ; the great increaſe of expence to many 
counties, in maintaining and paſſing them, is alarming, and 
gives reaſon to ſuſpect, that chere are frauds and abuſes in the 
execution of thoſe laws. 

The committee may alſo form motians upon thoſe heads, 
hich may be the means of procuring nec information, 
for conſidering thoſe objects with the others the next ſeſſion. 

Every ſtep. of this ſort ought to have a tendency to ſome 
Wees plan, I bave turned my thoughts very much upon the 

ect, and ſhall communicate them freely to the committee, 
 Dde 2 where 
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bir. Harig. Mr. Hartley. I find myſelf under the neceffity of making 


mas, which TI ſhall offer more formally to you to-day, my view 


- phraſes dropt by the-noble lord at the head of the treaſury, i 


and more impatient than himſelf ; that he at Jeaſt would have 


would be ſo. I am the more warranted in thinking ſo, fro 


- Cient to betray what were his own wiſhes ; but on the othe 
fide there was the reality of every unrelenting and vindictive 
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where I hope to hear the ſentiments of many other gentlemen 
upon it; and that when'we have conferred together, we ſhall 
be able to 'form ſomething which may be beneficial to this 
country, upon the principles eſtabliſhed by the act of Queen 
Elizabeth. | x 

I cannot conclude without expreſſing my thanks to the 
Houſe, for their indulgence and very great attention to what 
I have taken the liberty of repreſenting for their conſidera- 
tion, upon this very intereſting and important ſubject. 
He moved, That a committee be appointed to review and 
conſider the ſeveral laws which concern the relief and ſettle- 
ment of the poor, and the laws relating to vagrants; and alſo 
the ſtate of the ſeveral houſes of — 2 in England; and 
report the ſame, with their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe; 
and a committee was appointed accordingly. * 


ſome apology to the Houſe, for the trouble which I am going 
to give them this day; and to aſſure them, that it is with the 
greateſt deference that I preſume to obtrude any ſentiments 
of mine, upon the important ſubject of America, Though | 
have ſo lately had the honour of a ſeat in this Houſe, yet [ 
have for many years turned my thoughts and attention to 
matters of public concern and national policy. Thjs queſtion 
of America, is now of — # vw ſtanding ; of the greateſt 
public notoriety, as to the upon which it turns; and 
every opinion has been fo fully debated over and over, that 
any man who has given his mind to publie bufineſs, may be 
'ſuppoſed equally # nc out of the Houſe as in it. 

When T'threw out the — — caſually before Chriſt- 
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vas in no Torthoftile to the adminiſtration. I faw the difficul- 
ty that we were got into by our own precipitancy ; that un- 
happy dilemma, which offered nothing but ruin in going for- 
ward, or diſgrace in the retreat. I was in hopes, ſome 


the beginning of the ſeſſion, of 'others being more ſanguine 


ſhewn ſome diſpoſition to relent : and I ſtill believe, if he were 
at liberty to follow his own inclination and judgment, that it 
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the propoſition which the noble lord himſelf offered to tha b 
Houle ſome time ago. There was in that propeſition, a ſhe 
of conciliation to captivate one fide of the Houſe, and ſufh 


Ve 


meaſuſ\ 
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neaſure annexed, to prove, that there ſtill were others more 
fanguine and more impatient than himſelf ; over whom, with 
l his abilities, with all his eloquence, with all the advan- 
uges of his ſituation, he could not maintain his aſcendant. 
Whatever ſtruggles the nobje lord may have had with himſelf 
or bis friends, Gey are all at an end; the die is caſt for war 
with America, It was found, that any conciliatory propoſi- 
tion muſt have been in fome degree a conceſſion, which none 
of his unrelenting friends would conſent to. | 

However, by the noble lord's propoſition, there is one con- 
cefſion made to America, under the authority of this Houſe, 


ſo Wl which cannot be recalled ; and which finally and concluſive- 
1d WY iy condemns the conduct of every adminiſtration for theſe ten 
e; s paſt, one excepted ; I mean the repeal of the ſtamp act. 


fit can be proper now to offer to the colonies to pay. upon 
requiſition, what can this nation ſay for having kept out of 


ne dhe only right road for ten years *® How can we cenſure the 
ng colonies for any errors committed by them, which were the 
he WH conſequences of our own beginning at the wrong end? Tho' 
nts threat is now annexed to the noble lord's requiſition, yet 


if, at firſt, we had begun with a requiſition inſtead of tax- 
ing, it would have been more juſt and prudent. There could 
to be no juſtice or prudence in threatening a people who had 
on Wl always contributed moſt freely; who never would have called 
eſt our ſuppoſed right in queſtion, but for our miſapplication 
ind WY of it, Therefore, Sir, when I have brought back the noble 
hat ford's compulſory requiſition, to my free requiſition, it ſtands 
beg confeſſed, upon the very nature of his propoſition itſelf, that 
| have ſet it upon its own true original ground. 

There is another objection to the noble lord's plan, which, 
u have mentioned it upon a farmer occafion, I ſhall only 
remind you of in a few words: I mean a breach of faith with 
the colonies. A ſecretary of ſtates writes, in 1769, a circu- 
ar letter to the colonies, to aſſure them, That you will ne- 
rer raiſe a revenue by taxing. A few years after, upon a 
negociation with the Eaſt India Company, the three-penny 
tea-tax becomes not merely a quit-rent for the point of ho- 
nour, but viſes to an actual revenue, Then you plead, 
that you did not break your word, as the revenue ariſing was 
not in your original intentions, but only caſual, from a regu- 
ation of trade. But what can you ſay now? The noble 
lord boaſts, that he has put the queſtion-upon the true ground, 
demand for a ſubſtantial revenue; a demand, attended with 
threats of compulſion, What is this: leſs than raiſing a re- 
. W ws; 2 7 | 1 
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But in any caſe, let the noble lord think what he will of 
his propoſition ; why has he not, in ſo many weeks, given Nic 
it ſome practicable ſhape? Why has he not, offered ſome Myr 
act of Parliament to give it effect? However, as he has Me 
omitted that, I ſhall take the propoſition without its ob-. 
jeionable parts, and propoſe an addreſs to the King re 
to give it force; in which motion, 1 hope to meet with Ne 
the ſupport of thoſe gentlemen who gave it countenance Nen 
originally, when it came from the noble lord. I ſhall Mio 
give the whole ſubſtance of the propoſition ; only leaving 
out in the addreſs to the King, any threats of the com- 


pulſion, which meditate in reſerve. If you think that White 

have the right of taxing, I paſs it over in ſilence. - 
if you have the power, I do not—l cannot, take that Witte 
away. Then make a free requiſition; and be contented to WMo 
keep to yourſelves the fais don of thinking, that you ne 
have ſomething in reſerve, in caſe of non-compliance, iat 


| Keep that ſub ſilentis; at leaſt till you find that it becomes 
neceſſary. I am not an advocate either for the right or 
the expediency of taxing the Americans, but the contrary, 
However as far as we go the fame road of requiſitions, 
let us go together. 

As what I have to offer, will be founded upon requiſi- 
tions to the colonies, I will endeavour to anſwer an ob- 
jection before hand, which I have heard in this Houſe, 
It is to the plan of royal requiſitions. This objection to 
the interference of the royal name, comes from a fide of the 
Houſe, from which one ſhould leaſt have expected it. 
However if this be an objection, mine are not royal requi- 
ſitions. My motion. originates from the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to deſire the King, as the executive magiſtrate, t 
put their plan into check. If the power of making 1e- 
quiſitions to the colonies, is not in the King; my motios 
is to give the authority and ſanction of Parliament tc 
this meaſure. It is ſo far from being my propoſition, « 
enable the crown to raiſe what ſupply it can from Americi 

| - independent of Parliament; that my motion is the ve 
. firſt | which has ever had in contemplation, to lay 2 pal 
— upon that power; and to require that al 

- anſwers from America ſhall be laid before this Houſe to 

the very purpoſe: of controyling that power in the crow 

I have fo doubly guarded that pqint, that my motion is net 

even for the crown to demand a ſupply from America; Þ 

for ſervices to be performed in America; for the defenct 
ſecurity and protection of the colonies themſelves. 


I would 
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[ would wiſh to ſtate to the Houſe the merits of this queſ- 
ton, of requiſitions to the colonies; and to ſee upon what 
ninciples it is founded; to reviſe and ſettle the accounts 
tetween Great Britain and her colonies ; and then, upon 


2s 
d-: foundation of diſtributive juſtice, to come to ſome ſettle- 
ns nent. We hear of nothing now, but the protection which 
th {Wwe have given to them; of the immenſe expence incurred 


n their account, —We are told that they have done 


all Nothing for themſelves; that they pay no taxes; in ſhort, 
ne very thing is aſſerted about America to ſerve the preſent 
m- Win, without the leaſt regard to truth.—I would have 


theſe matters fairly ſifted out, 
To 7 with the late war. The Americans turned 


nat Withe ſucceſs of the war, at both ends of the line. General 
to Monkton took Beauſejour in Nova Scotia with 15co pro- 
ou racial troops and about 200 regulars, Sir William Johnſon 
ce, In the other part of America, changed the face of the war 
nes v ſucceſs, with a provincial army, which took Baron 
or {Wbieſkau priſoner. But, Sir, the glories of the war, under 
ry, Nie united Britiſh and American arms, are recent in every 
0s, nes memory. Suffice it to decide this queſtion 3 that 


ie Americans bore, even in our judgment, more than 
in- Weir full proportion; that this Houſe did annually vote 
em an acknowledgement of their zeal and ſtrenuous efforts, 
ind a compenſation for the exceſs of their zeal and expences, 
dove their due proportion. They kept, one year with an- 
ther, 25000 men on foot, and loſt in the war the flower 
i their youth. How ſtrange muſt it appear to them to 
ar of nothing down to the year . — 14, 1763) 
encomiums upon their ative zeal and ſtrenuous efforts, 
u then, no longer after than the year 1764, in ſuch a 
nce of time, to ſee the tide turn, and from that hour to 
to hear it aſſerted that they were a burden upon the 
ummon cauſe ; aſſerted even in that ſame parliament, which 
« voted them compenſations for the liberality and ex- 
ls of their ſervices. 
| Nor did they ſtint their ſervices to North America: 
followed the Britiſh Arms out of their continent, 
the Havannah and Martinique, after the compleat con- 
eit of America. And fo they had done in the preceding 
r. They were not grudging of their exertions, -they 
s bee at the fiege of Carthagena—yet what was Carthagena 
- bv them, but as members of the common cauſe, of the 
cnc of this country -In that war too, Sir, they took 
abourg from the French, ſingle- handed, without, any 
vou European 
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an effeQual barrier to them againſt the French power i 


— tho { dowtr2collett any ſuch article upon“ 
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European aſſiſtance; as mettled an enterprize as any in out 
hiſtory! an everlaſting memorial of the zeal, courage and 
perſeverance of the troops of New England. The men 
themſelves dragged the cannon over a motaſs which had al. 
ways been thought impaſſable, where neither horſes not 
oxen could go, and they carried the ſhot upon their backs, 
And what was their reward for this forward and ſpirited 
entetprize? for the reduction of this Ametican Dunkirk? 
Their reward Sir, you know very well: it was given up 
for a barrier to the Dutch. Ihe only coriqueſt in tha 
war which you had to give up, which would have been 


America, though conquered by themſelves, was furrendered 
for a foreign barrier. As a ſubſtitate- for this, you ſettle 
Halifax for a place d armes, leaving the limits of the province 
of Nova Scotia as a matter of coriteft with the French, which 
could not fail to prove, as it did, the cauſe of another war 
Had you kept Louiſbourg inſtead of ſettling Halifax, the Ame 
ricans may ſay, at leaſt, that there would not have been that 
pretext for imputing the late war to their account, It haz 
been their forwardneis in your cauſe, that made them the ob 
jects of the French reſentment. In the wat of 1744, at you 
requiſition, they were the aggreſſots with the French in Ame 
rica, We know the orders given to Monſ. D*Anville, to de 
ſtroy and lay all their ſea-port towns in aſhes ; and we knoy 
the cauſe of that reſentment ; it was to revenge their conquell 
of Louiſbourg. 
Whenever Great Britain has declared war, they have take 
their part. They were engaged in King William's wats ane 
Queen Ann's, even in their infancy. They conquered Acad 
in the laſt century, for us; and we then gave it up. Again 
in Queen Ann's war they conquered Nova Scotia, which, ffon 
that time, has always belonged to Great Britain, The 
have been engaged in more than one expedition to Canad 
ever foremoſt to partake of honour and danger with the mc 
ther country. 2 
Well, Sir, what have we done for them? Have we con 
ered the country for them from the Indians? Have 
cleared it? Have we drained it? Have we made it hab! 
ble? What have we done for them? I believe preciſely ne 
thing at all, but juſt Kc ing watch and ward over their trade 
that they ſhould receive n hing but from ourſelves, and? 
our on price, I will not poſitively (ay, that we have ſpe 


: but I mean, not any material expence in fettin 
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them out as coloniſts, The royal military government of 
Nova Scotia coſt, indeed, not a little ſum ; above 500,000, 
for its plantation, and its firſt years. Had your other colo- 
nies coſt any thing ſimilar, either in their out- ſet or ſupport, 
there would have been ſomething to ſay on that ſide; but 
inſtead of that, they have been left to themſelves for 100, or 
150 years, upon the fortune and capital of private adventu- 
ts, to encounter every difficulty and danger. What towns 
have we built for them? What deſerts have we cleared ? 
What country have we conquered for them from the Indians? 
Name the officers—name the troops the expeditions—their 
dates, Where are they to be found? Not in the journals 
of this kingdom. They are no where to be found. 

In all the wars which have been common to us and them, 
they have taken their full ſhare, But in all their own dan- 

„in all the difficulties belonging ſeparately to their ſitua- 
tion, in all the Indian wars which did not immediately con- 
tern us, we left them to themſelves to ſtruggle their wa 
through, For the whim of a miniſter, you can beſtow half 
1 million to build a town, and to plant a royal colony of 
Nova Scotia; a greater ſum than you have beſtowed upon 
trery other colony together, ſince their foundation, 

And notwithſtanding all theſe, which are the real facts, 
now that they have ſtruggled through their difficulties, and 
begin to hold up their heads, and to ſhew that empire which 
promiſes to be the foremoſt in the world, we claim them and 
theirs, as implicitly belonging to us, without any confidera- 
tion of their own rights. We charge them with ingratitude, 
vithout the leaft regard to truth, juſt as if this kingdom had 
for a century and a half, attended to no other object; as if 
al our revenue, all our power, all our thought, had been 
beſtowed upon them, and all our national debt had been con- 
trated in the Indian wars of America, totally forgetting the 
ſubordination in commerce and manufactures, in which we 
tave bound them; and for which, at leaſt, we owe them help 
towards their protection. | 

Look at the preamble of the a& of navigation, and every 
American act, and ſee if the intereſt of this country is not the 
wowed object. If they make a hat or a piece of ſteel, an act 
df parliament calls it a nuiſance: a tilting hammer, a ſteel 
furnace, muſt be abated in America as a nuiſance, Is it ſo. 
with their fellow ſubjects on this ſide of the Atlantic? Are 
the hats and cloths of Gloucefterſhire nuiſances? Are the 
ting hammers of Pontipool nuiſances ? Are the cutleries 
af Sheffield and „ Are the 2 
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of Nottingham nuiſances ? Are the linens of Scotland, Ire- 
land, or 5 nuiſances? Are the woollen cloths of 
Yorkſhire, the crapes of Norwich, or the cottons of Man- 
cheſter, nuiſances? Sir, I ſpeak from facts. I call your 
books of ſtatutes and journals to witneſs, With the leaſt 
recollection, every one muſt acknowledge the truth of theſe 
facts. 
But it is ſaid, the peace eſtabliſhment of North America has 
been, and 1s, very expenſive to this country. Sir, for what 
has been let us take the peace eſtabliſhment before 17 39, and 
after 1748. All that I can find in your journals is, four com- 
anies kept up at New York, and three companies in Caro- 
Jina. As to the four companies at New York, this country 
ſhould know beſt why they put themſelves to that expence; 
or whether they were really at any expence at all ; for theſe 
were companies of fictitious men. Unleſs the money was re- 
paid into the treaſury, it was applied to ſome other purpoſe; 
for theſe companies were not a quarter full. In the year 1754, 
two of them were ſent up to Albany, to attend commiſſioners 
to treat with the ſix nations, to impreſs them with a high idcaof 
our military power ; to diſplay all the pomp and circumſtance 
of war before them, in hopes to ſcare them ; when, in truth, 
we made a very ridiculous figure. The whole complement 
of the two companies did not exceed thirty tattered, tottering 
invalids, fitter to ſcare the crows. This information I have 
had from eye-witneſles, 
It has not fallen in my way to hear any account of the three 
Carolina companies: theſe are trifles. The ſubſtantial queſ- 
tion is, What material expence have you been at in the peri- 
ods alluded to, for the peace eſtabliſhment of North America! 
Ranſack your journals. ſearch your public offices for army or 
ordnance expences. Make out your bill, and let us ſee what 
it is, No one yet knows it, Had there been any ſuch, I be- 
lieve the adminiſtration would have produced it before now, 
with aggravation ; as was the caſe a few years ago with the 
Eaſt India company, who had their effects arreſted for a long 
bill, when they little expected it, and that bill too not very 
ſcrupulouſly charged : but when money is in the caſe, whe- 
ther from thi eaſt or from the weſt, miniſters can make as long 
bills as other people. 7 
But is not the peace eſtabliſhment of North America nov 
very high, and very expenſive? I would anſwer that b 
another queſtion ; Why ſhould the peace eſtabliſhment fines 
the late war, and the total expulfion of the French intereſt, he 
higher than it was before the late war, and when the Frenq 
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poſſeſſed above half the American continent? If it be ſo, 


1 


there muſt be ſome ſingular reaſon. 

[ cannot ſuppoſe that you mean, under the general term of 
North America, to ſaddle all the expences of Canada, Nova 
Scotia, Cape Breton, Newfoundland, Florida, and the Weſt 
Indies, upon the old colonies of North America, You can- 
not mean to keep the ſovereignty, the property, the poſſeſſion 
(theſe are the terms of the ceſſion in the treaty of 1763) to 
yourſelves, and lay the expence of the military eſtabliſhment, 
which you thing proper to keep up, upon the old colonies, 

Sir, the colonies never thought of interfering in the prero- 
gative of making war or peace; but if this nation can be fo 
unjuſt as to meditate the ſettling the expence of your new con- 
queſts ſeparately upon them, they ought to have had a voice 
in ſettling the terms of peace. It is you, on this fide of the wa- 
ter, who have firſt brought out the idea of ſeparate intereſts, 
by planning ſeparate and diſtinct charges. It was their men, 
and their money, which had conquered North America and 
the Weſt Indies, as well as yours, though you ſeized all the 
ſpoils ; but they never thought of dictating to you what you 
ſhould keep, or what you ſhould give up, little dreaming that 
you reſerved the expence of your military governments for 
mem. Who gave up the Havannah ? Who gave up Marti- 
nique? Who gave up Guadaloupe, with Mariegalante ? 
Who gave up Santa Lucia ? Who gave up the Newfoundland 
hlhery? Who gave up all theſe, without their conſent, with- 
our their participation, without their conſultation, and after 
all without equivalents? Sir, if your colonies had but been 
permitted to have gathered up the crumbs which have fallen 
from your table, they would gladly have ſupported the whole 
eltabliſhment of North America. : 

Your colonies have now ſhewn you the value of lands in 
North America; and therefore you have veſted in the crown 
the ſovereignty, property, and poſſeſſion of infinite tracts of 
land, perhaps as extenſive as all Europe, which the crown 
may diſpoſe of at its own price, as the land riſes in America, 
and grants become invaluable; and to enable the crown to 
ſupport an arbitrary military, nay even a Romiſh govern- 
ment, till theſe lands riſe to their future immenſe value, 
you are caſting about to ſaddle the expence either up- 
on the American or the Britiſh ſupplies. The Americans 
muſt, indeed, be in a ſtate of inſanity, if they do not ſee the 
tendency of all this; and we ourfelves muſt be more inſane 
and blind even than the Americans: we, who have already 
ſeen the patronage of the Eaſt Indies put into the hands of the 

Eee 2 | crown, 
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crown, and who now ſee the ſovereignty, pro „and poſ- 
ſeſſion of North America, with — — 2 elne 
power, veſted ſolely in the King's hands; we, who are made 
to learn every hour, by precept and example, that charters, 
being but the breath of kings, are to be annihilated by the 
breath of pliable parliaments ; we muſt be, Sir, I ſay, more 
inſane than them, if we do not ſee the tendency of all this, 
and if we do not provide in time for our own ſecurity, as well 
as for that of America. I will not ſuppoſe, that we can be 
ſo improvident as not to attend to theſe important and per. 
hape not very diſtant events ; nor, with reſpect to the preſent 
queſtion, will, I ſuppoſe, that Parliament meditate fo great 
an injuſtice, as to require your old colonies to ſupport the 
charge of all your new conqueſts, and all the reſt of America, 
This country is very liberal in its boaſting of its protec- 
tion and parental kindneſs to America. Is it for that purpoſe 
that we have converted the province of Canada into an abſo- 
Jute and military government, and have eſtabliſhed the Romiſh 
bigotry dominant, as a terror upon all our ancient and pro- 
teſtant colonies? What ſecurity, what protection do they de. 
rive? In what ſort are they the better for the conqueſt of the 
French dominions, if we take that opportunity to eſtabliſh a 
1232 civil, military, and eccleſiaſtical, in the utmoſt 
egree hoſtile to the government of our own provinces, and 
with the intent to ſet a thorn in their ſides? 1s this affec- 
tion and parental kindneſs? Surely you do not expect that 
they ſhould be taxed and talliaged to pay for this rod of iron 
which you are preparing for them 
Now, Sir, I come to a point, in which I think you may be (aid 
to have given ſome protection. I mean the protection of your fleet 
to the American commerce. And even here I am at a loſs by what 
terms to call it; whether you are protecting yourſelves or them. 
They are your * your manufactures, your commerce, 
our navigation. ' Every ſhip from America is bound to Great 
Yritaio. None enter an American port, but Britiſh ſhips and 
men. While you are defending the American commerce, 
E are defending Leeds and Halifax, Sheffield and Birming- 
am, Mancheſter and Hull, Briſtol and Liverpool, London, 
Dublin and Glaſgow. ' However, as our fleet does pro- 
tet whatever commerce belongs to them, let that be ſet to 
the account. It is an argument to them, as well as to us. 
As it has been the ſole policy of this kingdom, for ages, b, 
the operation of every commercial act of Parliament, to wait 
the American commerce totally ſubſervient to our own was 
„ r vyenience, 
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evenience, the leaſt that we owe to them in return is pro- 


tection. ä 
Sir, I have now ſtate] my ſentiments upon the prelimina- 
matters. I have endeavoured to {tate the ſeryices, in war, 

of the Americans, with ours, and their mutual proportions; 

in which, by our own confeſſion, the Americans have taken 
more than their ſhare, I have ſtated the expence of your 
nilitary eſtabliſhment for them, ſuch as it has been, or ſuch 
it need to be, always proteſting againſt the impoſition of the 
charge of the conquered provinces upon them; and T have 
ited the neceſſity and convenience of your fleet to their com- 
nerce. Let this line of dividing the queſtion, be purſued to 

what minuteneſs you will, in order that we may come to a 

fundamental judgment; let debtor or creditor fall on which 

ide it will, 1 have no bias to either fide of the argument; 
but to have perfect and liberal juſtice done, and reconcile- 
nent, if poſſible effected, upon ſound and equitable princi- 

ples, I will beg leave to read to the Houſe a draught of a 

letter of requiſition, which I have drawn up after the man- 

der of former requiſitions to the colonies, and which I have 
endeavoured to adapt to the preſent circumſtances, 

Here he read the following draught * of a letter of requi- 
uon to the colonies. 

His Majeſty having nothing ſo much at heart, as to ſee 

every part of his dominions put into a ftate of ſecurity, 

both by ſea and land, againſt any attack, or even appre- 
henſion of attack, from foreign powers, has therefore parti- 
tularly taken into his conſideration, the neceſſity of keepi 

ip a reſpectable marine eſtabliſhment ; as well for the actual 

protection of the commercial intereſts of Great Britain and 

America; as to maintain undiminiſhed the power and pre- 

| eminence 
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* This dranght is made out, according to the uſual and official 
forms, and upon the model of former letters of requiſition to the 
colonies. Whenever it has been thought proper to require aids 
from the colonies, it has been the invariable cuſtom for the ſe- 
ctetary of ſtate to write a circular letter to the governors of the ſe- 
reral provinces, ſtating the occaſion of the demand, the-circum- 
ances of the caſe, and the neceſſity, importance, or expediency 
of the ſervices required, with directions to lay the ſame before the 
eſpective a/emblies, ** to uſe his influence with them, and to re- 
commend it to them, to take theſe matters into their conſide- 
ntion, and to comply with ſuch reaſonable requifitions,” —The 
Auericam colonies have ever complied moſt chear fully and liberally with 
al ſub reaſonable and conflitutional requiſitions. 
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eminence of the royal flag of Great Britain, and to pre. 
ſerve that navy, which has in the time of war, carried ys 
triumphant over all our enemies, from falling into neg. 
lect or inaction, in the time of peace. The naval power 
of Great Britain, is more eſpecially neceſfary, for the pro. 
tection of his Majeſty's American ſubjects, from the ſpecial 
nature of their caſe; who have indeed each of them, by 
their reſpective militias, a provincial ſecurity by land, but 
from the want of a fimilar eſtabliſhment at ſea, are parti. 
cularly unguarded on that element. The coloniſts are de- 
pendent upon the ſecurity of the fea, not only for thei 
own trade, but likewiſe for that ſupply of Britiſh manu- 
factures, which, if they were under the neceſſity of pro 
viding for themſelves, would draw them off from thoſe ob 
jects of their colonization, which are more beneficial to them . 
the poſſeſſing, and bringing into culture, the extenſive andWeref 
fertile lands of America. It is therefore the peaceable put en 
ſuit and enjoyment of all and every one of theſe advantages IMI. 
for which they are beholden to his Majeſty's royal navy Mb ke 
for protection. ſeeur 
His Majeſty has likewiſe taken into his conſideration, th uss, 
Rate of the American Colonies, with reſpe& to their mil M 
tary defence by land. The glory of all the American con ir t 
queſts in the late war, was accompliſhed by the active zeal Wider: 
and ſtrenuous efforts, of the Britiſh and American unite mal 
arms; in the proſecution of which, his Majeſty has repeat In or 
edly had experience, that his faithful and loyal ſubjects off hi 
America, have contributed more than their proportion 
His Majeſty is therefore well pleaſed, that his American ſub 
jects ſhould reap, upon the fortunate termination of that 
war, the advantages of ſecurity moſt peculiarly beneficial tt 
their ſituation. He conſiders this ſecurity, as no more tha 
a juſt and adequate recompence, for the liberality, zeal 
and courage of their exertions, in the conqueſt of all tboſ 
hoſtile provinces, and in the extirpation of all thoſe foreig 
European intereſts, which had for many years been hover 
ing, with an evil aſpect, over the Britiſh American colc 
nies, and circumſcribing their early growth. 
His Majeſty conſiders, that the eſtabliſhment and con 
firmation of his newly-acquired dominions, for the peace 
ſafety, and tranquility of his ancient and loyal colonies, te, 
quires the ſame union of mind and meaſures, between all 
his ſubjects on each fide of the Atlantic Ocean, by whic 
they were acquired ; and that ſuitable and proportionate pr 
viſions ſhould be made, by the reſpective parts of his 17 
| SRO hs. je 
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5. {Wicty's dominions, according to the intereſt or advantages to 
- ach reſpectively reſulting ; the ſovereignty, property and 
os MWpoſſefſion of the ſaid conquered dominions, being ceded to 
- eat Britain, on the one fide; and a permanent and 
criMeaceable, ſecurity, from all foreign enemies, or foreign 
o-sces, being the beneficial advantage acquired, and from the 
al me of their conqueſt enjoyed, by the American colonies 
dyn the other. His Majeſty therefore, on this ſubject con- 
ut ders, that in reaſon, dy much the greater part of the ex- 
i-WMjences of the eſtabliſhment of the conquered provinces, ſhould 
c-WMill where the ſovereignty, property and poſſeſſion are vetted. 
all With reſpect to the military defence of his Majeſty's an- 
u-WMicent colonies, the ſame plan may be adopted, which has 
atained in former times of peace, as no greater ſtanding 
force need be added to the militias of each province, than 
ws found neceflary, before the expulſion of all foreign in- 
treſts from North America. Upon conſideration of each 
o theſe branches requiring ſome military eſtabliſhment, his 
Majeſty thinks it neceſſary, with the conſent of parliament, 
v keep up ſome ſtanding forces in America; as well for the 
keurity of his newly acquired dominions, as to be in readi- 
eſs, in caſe any of his ancient colonies ſhould be attacked, 
bat in conjunction with the militia of any ſuch colony, 
for the required defence. His Majeſty therefore, upon con- 
eration of the premiſes, both with reſpect to the neceſſary 
mal and military eſtabliſhments, thinks it not unreaſonable, 
b order requiſitions to be made, to the ſeveral aſſemblies 
his loyal colonies in North America, for a ſuitable and 
wiuntary proviſion, for the purpoſes of defending, protect- 
ug, and ſecuring the ſaid colonies. 

And to make the execution of this matter as convenient, 
md as ſatisfactory as poſſible, to his ſubjects in America, 
lis Majeſty recommends the mode to the option of the co- 
jonies ; as it will be equally ſatisfactory to him, if the colo- 
lies themſelves will undertake the performance of the ſervices, 
under his Majeſty's orders, by equipping, arming, and main» 
mining, a ſuitable number of veſſels, with the proper com- 
jlement of men, to be under the command of ſuch naval 
ficers, as his Majeſty ſhal! from time to time, appoint ; 
d in like manner to 28 cloath, pay and provide for, ſuch 
eace Wroportion of forces upon the military eſtabliſhment of Ame- 
ca as ſhall be equitable upon the circumſtances of the caſe, 
Wd upon conſideration. of the reſpective abilities of each 
province; ſuch forces to act either ſeparately, or in con- 


ution with any other of his Majeſty's forces, and to 
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be under the ſupreme command of all ſuch officers, as his 
Majeſty ſhall think proper to appoint. His Majeſty will 
order an account to be laid before the ſeveral aſſemblies, of 
the naval and military eſtabliſhments, which his Majeſty 
hereby requires them to furniſh. | 
„His Majeſty is not unmindful, of the many reſtraints and 
prohibitions which the colonies are under, in reſpect to their 
commerce and manufactures; and that many of the regula- 
tions eſtabliſhed by the authority of the Britiſh parliament, 
operate to the ſame effect (though indirectly) as taxes, 
This is the accepted condition of their emigration, to 
continue ſubordinate to the Britiſh commerce, and inſtru- 
mental to the ſupport and extenſion of Britiſh manufac- 
tures, while they are left at liberty themſelves, to ſpread 
into the continent of North America. But as many of thele 
regulations and reſtraints were formed in old times, when 
the principles of commerce were perhaps ill underſtood, 
and as it may be found that many of them are nugatory, or 
vexatious to the American colonies, without being beneficial 
to Great Britain; his Majeſty hopes, that an amicable com- 
pliance with the above-mentioned reaſonable requiſitions, 
and an oftenfible contribution on the part of the colonies, to 
the general parliamentary ſupply, will pave the way for many 
relaxations in the articles of commerce. And his Majeſty 
gives the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to his coloniſts, that he will, at 
all times, recommend to his Parliament, to reviſe, repeal, 
explain, amend and relax, all ſuch reftraints and prohibi- 
tions, as ſhall appear to be frivolous, unjuſt, impolitic anc 

oppreflive to the colonies. 6 
It is with great grief that his Majeſty, who is the commo 
father of his people, and views with an equal eye of affection 
his ſubjects in every part of his dominions, has of late year: 
obſerved the very unhappy diviſions, which have ſubſiſted 
between his Britiſh Parliament, and the aſſemblies of hi: 
American ſubjects; and that needleſs and imprudent diſcuſ 
ſions of ſpeculative points, from mutual mifapprehenfions 
Have been converted into anger and animoſities, whic 
threaten the moſt fatal conſequences. His Majeſty is toc 
well acquainted with the natural juſtice and moderation 0 
his Britiſh Parliament, to bclieve that they could ever enter 
tain the thought, of any known or intended injuſtice or grie 
vance, to their fellow ſubjects in America; and from ti 
many recent and repeated proofs of obedience, loyalty ant 
| ion, from the coloniſts, and of their liberality and difin 
tereſted zeal for the honour of bis Majeſty's arms, which = 
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have — and chearfully followed into diſtant climates, after 
the complete conqueſt of America; he is equally aſſured that 
his American ſubjects, are incapable of being influenced by 
narrow or ſelfiſh motives. His Majeſty has the fulleſt con- 
fdence, in the repeated declarations of his American colonies, 
who have ſeparately and collectively declared, That they 
do ſincerely recognize their allegiance to his crown, and all 
due ſubordination to the Parliament of Great Britain; that 
they ſhall always retain the moſt grateful ſenſe of the aſſi- 
ſtance and protection, which they have received; that their 
lives and fortunes are entirely devoted to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, to which, on his royal requiſitions, they have ever been 
rady to contribute, to the utmoſt of their ability.” There- 
fore his Majeſty has the fulleſt dependence, That whenever 
the exigencies of the ſtate may require it, they will, as they 
have heretofore done, chearfully contribute their full propor- 
ton of men and money.” His Majeſty entertains the moſt 
confident hope, from the upright intentions of both parties, 
that upon a cool re-confideration of the original matters in 
Gipute, which his Majeſty has endeavoured to ſtate upon the 
grounds of reaſon, with fairneſs and impartiality, all un- 
happy animoſities and civil diſtractions, will be compoſed 
upon the ſolid foundations of equity and juſtice; and that 
al things will be reſtored to that happy ſtate of harmony and 
mutual affection, which ſubſiſted at the termination of the 
ate glorious war; and that every hoſtile and vindictive act 
or declaration, which has paſſed from the commencement of 
= unfortunate troubles, will be buried in everlafting 

vion. 

It would be a grievous affliction to his Majeſty, to ſee the 
wurage of his faithful ſubjects, averted to civil diſſentions, 
ad the Juſtre of the national arms ſtained with civil blood; 


thereby thrown out to his enemies, to diſturb the glories 
of his reign z to ſee the unhappy diviſions of this kingdom 
waioft itſelf, giving courage to their ſecret reſentments, and 
tempting them, in an evil hour, to reaſſume thoſe hoſtile 
purpoſes againſt his Majefty's dominions, which the united 


mable, in the late glorious war, to accompliſh, againſt the 
den united and compacted arms of Great Britain and Ame- 
rea. His Majeſty's moſt earneſt and moſt anxious wiſhes 


ney which have heretofore cemented them in one general 
A Fff cauſe ; 


to ſee the general peace and tranquility broken, and invitations 


nd compacted powers of the whole Houſe of Bourbon, were 


de, to ſee unanimity reftored amongſt all his ſubjects, that 
may lon enjoy in peace the fruits of thoſe common 


, ought to be defeated, | 
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eauſe; that living in harmony and brotherly kindneſs one 
towards another, and in one common obedience to the ſu- 
preme legiſlature, they may join all hands with one heart, to 
ſupport the dignity of his Crewn, the juſt authority of Par- 
liament, the true and combined intereſts of Great Britain and 
America ; and thus tranſmit to poſterity, with everlaſting 
honour, the united empire of theſe kingdoms.” 

This is the plan, and the terms, or to the effeR, that, ac- 
cording to the beſt of my judgment, a requiſition on the 
preſent ſubje& ſhould be drawn. I have endeavoured to ſtate 
the caſe in ſuch a manner, as may open a way to reconcile- 
ment on both ſides. Make your requiſitions free, and let 
them be founded in reaſon and juſtice ; and there are no ſub- 
jects in any kingdom that will be deaf to reafon, juſtice, 
common intereft, and mutual obligations: and I am ſure, 
from the repeated liberality and zeal of our colonies, we, of 
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all the kingdoms in the world, have the leaſt reaſon to diſtruſt 
thoſe of our own conſanguinity. 
I cannot think it a poſſible thing in our conſtitution, that 
one ſeriouſly, upon a moment's reflection, can admit the 
thought of denying to the Americans their judgment upon the 
ty or plication of money required. That is the right 
of all free ſubjects, without which they have nothing Tat 8 
they can call their own. Let your requiſitions be free, for A 
reaſonable and ſubſtantial ſervices, and faithfully performed, * 
and there is no example of a refuſal in ſuch a caſe, in any B 
ſtate. That conſents are witheld, and ought fo to be, in Wi , 
caſe of grievances unredreſſed, our own hiſtory abounds with 10 
examples. Our rights and liberties would have long ago been in 
trampled under foot, but for that reſerved power in the 
Commons, But a refuſal, in a reaſonable caſe, is as yet He 
without example. Abſurdity and caprice are not the prin- lib 
ciples which govern men, in the great concerns of ſtate; but d. 
reaſon over-rules all little caprices. In Holland, the conſent nes 
not only of the ſtates general, but of the provincial ſtates, and 00 
in many inſtances, I believe, of every town in each province, is Wl lea 
neceſſary for great acts of ſtate ; and yet that negative never per 


ſtands in the way againſt reaſon. Where meaſures have an 
common ſenſe, and common reaſon, for their foundation, vail 
they will never be obſtructed ; where they have not, they WF ner 


But it is ſaid, that we can hear of no terms with the Ame- land 
ricans, who have been in a ſtate of reſiſtance to our authori- ne 
ty. Sir, I wiſh to caſt no retroſpect, but ply to leok for- WF 


ward to reconciliation, and to prevent the ſhedding of Mow 
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The reſolution of the noble lord has confeſſed, and the Houſe 
has adopted the truth of it, that requiſition is the proper way. 
Vour colonies have been calling out to you inceſſantly, for 
ten years, to make your demands by conſtitutional requiſi- 
tions, This Houſe, after a ten years miſunderſtanding, has 
confirmed that to be, in their opinion too, the right way. 
Then why not cloſe now at leaſt * that ground, without 
retroſpet. The colonies have been driven to reſiſtance 
zpainſt their wills, leſt they ſhould have nothing that they 
could ſurely call their own. The right to take any nation's 
money indefinitely, without their conſent, without meaſure, 
without account, without any enquiry into the application, 
is not to be conceded or compromiſed by any nation upon the 
earth. Reſiſtance or ruin muſt infallibly be the conſequence ; 
ind thoſe who are compelled to reſiſtance, by your having 
perſeyered in the principle of taking by force, till the noble 
lord's propoſition, which has at laſt condemned it, have been 
forced to deny that authority, which they always had, and 
always would have wiſhed to acknowledge and ſupport, It 
was that unconquerable and irreſiſtible impulſe of nature, ſelf- 
defence, which cut off all retreat : then ſet us caſt no retro- 
ſpect. If the grounds of this unhappy diſpute can be ſettled, 
all may be peace yet, If the Americans could be aſſured, that 
you would not again make reſiſtance abſolutely neceſſary totheir 
ſecurity and very being as a people, they are ready enough to 
acknowledge their ſubordination, and all the rights of Great 
Britain, them know, that peace and ſecurity to their 
bir and properties ſhall be the certain condition of acknow- 
| ging the ſupreme legiſlation of this country, and the matter 
is ended. | 
Sir, after I ſhall have received the determination of the 
Houſe upon the motion for requiſitions, I ſhall take the 
liberty to offer three other motions, for a ſuſpenſion of the 
three vindictive American bills of the laſt ſeſſion. The con- 
nection of theſe motions with the preceding, is too obvious 
to require any explanation or debate, I would only take 
leave to ſay, that I ſhould not have moved for a mere ſuſ- 
penſion of theſe bills, if a motion for their repeal had not 
dready been rejected by this Houſe, Having given an una- 
vailing vote for their repeal, I now come to entreat for the 
next degree, at leaſt for ſuſpenſion. You have excommuni- 
cated Boſton, and proſcribed the whole province of New Eng- 
land unheard : then recolle& your juſtice, and whether 
fend even' the noble lord's compulſory requiſition to America, 
or this motion of mine for a free requiſition ; ſuſpend your 
Fff 2 vindictive 
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2 hand, and, whilſt you treat for peace, arreſt the Ml H 
Sir, I have now offered what I have to ſay upon this impor. MW th 
tant ſubject. I have given it my moſt ſerious, I may ſay my n. 
attention, ever ſince I have been in a ſituation to give 2 
reſponſible vote upon it; and I heartily wiſh, that ſome means 
or other may be found in time to ſtop the effuſion of civil 
blood. And here, Sir, I offer my poor ſentiments to the 
_ Houſe, and to the noble lord, as in the place of miniſter, It 
is a great reſponſibility that will lie at his door, who is to 
bave the recommendation, I might ſay the deciſion, of the 
meaſures to be adopted, We on this ſide the Houſe, who have 
oppoſed: the whole ſyſtem of American meaſures, have not 
done it merely for the ſake of oppoſition, We have not ſhel- 
tered ourſelves under No, no. But we have declared our 
principles, we have offered our plans ; and they muſt now 
remain with Great Britain and America at large, to diſcuſs 
and weigh their merits, to accept or to reject them, The 
noble lord has a great aſcendent in this Houſe, Perhaps his 
plan, if he has any thing to be called a plan, may find advocates 
and voices here. But our country at large, Great Britain and 
America, muſt finally decide. My honourable friend near 
me _ Burke] has, with unrivalled ability, opened to 
you his principles and plan. The Earl of Chatham has, in 
the other Houſe, offered his proviſional bill for conciliation, 
to the miniſtry there: and for myſelf, Sir, it is with the 
greateſt deference and - humility that I preſume to offer any 
thing of mine, in conjunction with ſuch great names and 
abilities. I can only plead the ſincerity of my intentions, as 
an apology for my preſumption. All our plans tend to one 
centre, and to one point of reconciliation, to ſave the ef- 
fuſion of blood between thoſe who ought to be reciprocally 
and-uſeful friends. If the noble lord has any ſecret feel- 
ings of relenting, as many of his friends, and many more who 
would be his friends, moſt ſincerely wiſh, let him ſtand out, 
and do juſtice to bis own feelings. His country calls upon 
him, not to give way to ſanguinary and impatient councils, 
contrary to his own better judgment, This is the deciſive 
hour; the fate of Great Britain and America are depending. 
The eyes of all this country, and America too, are turned to- 
wards the noble lord, as the oſtenſible and reſponſible miniſter, 
to receive his final determination, as to the meaſures which þ 
are to decide the ſafety or ruin of this empire. The ways of 
peace are ſtill before him. If war is to be the meaſure with 
America, let him conſider, that it is not a majority o I 
Ming Hou 
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e WH Houſe that can conquer America. The ſupport of reaſon 

and juſtice to his meaſures will ſtand him better in ſtead, than 
- WH the noiſy tumult of a majority; in which majority, there 
y WH may be lurking treacherous councellors, and pretended friends, 
a Wl ſecretly urging him to his ruin, even againſt his own judg- 
nent. The important reſponſibility is out of meaſure. When 
the debates and meaſures of this year are tranſmitted to Ame- 
rica, they may, perhaps, tell the noble lord, Had you pur- 
ſued a plan of equity and juſtice, all had been peace. At 
home, one plan of conciliation has already been propoſed, 
for which the city of London, foreſeeing the certain ruin of 
other meaſures, has given thanks to its great and noble au- 
thor, as an earneſt for the reſt of the kingdom. If Great 
pritain and America ſhould come to one mind of peace, they 
may unite to cruſh thoſe men who keep them aſunder. 

He moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give orders, 
that letters of requiſition be written to the ſeveral provinces 
of his Majeſty's colenies and plantations in America, to make 


es Wl proviſion for the purpoſes of defending, protecting and ſecur- 

id og the ſaid colonies and plantations ; and that his Majeſty 

ar nil be pleaſed to order all ſuch addreſſes as he ſhall receive, 

to WM in anſwer to the aforeſaid letters of requiſition, to be laid be- 

in Wh fore this Houſe, | x 

ny . dir Cecil Fray ſeconded the motion; he declared, he did it Sir Cecil 


s it recurred to a ſyſtem which had been in uſe before the #*9- 
preſent troubles had begun, viz. before the unfortunate paſſ- 
nd ing of the ſtamp act, and wiſhed all the reſt of our diſputes 
as Wi could alſo be put on the ſame foundation. He obſerved, in 
ne Wi relpe&t to the right of taxation, that, the Parliament of Bri- 
ef- tain had no right to tax thoſe it did not repreſent ; that re- 
preſentation had originally been for the ſole purpole of taxa- 
el- Wl tion, and that it was only by chance, and an uſurpation by the 
ho Wl people from the crown, that the repreſentatives had acquired 
ut, Wl he rights of legiſlation. 'I his appeared from our ancient Par- 
on I laments 4 in which, after the Parliament had granted taxes, 
ils, WW cy applied by petition to the Crown, to remedy certain 
ive WF grievances, which the Crown ſometimes did, by making an 
ng ¶ adinance for chat purpoſe ; and that even in the moſt diſpo- 
to- ¶ de German governments, the prince could not, at this day, 
(er, ¶ mpoſe internal taxes, without the approbation of the ftates, 
ich Wt repreſentatives of the people. [DG 
of That even if Parliament had the right to tax America, he 
ith bould be againſt uſing! that power; as in that caſe juſtice 
this {would demand, that we ſhould give to America an equal 
us power 


Lore North. 
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power of paying taxes; that that could only be done by 
opening the trade of the whole world to America, in com- 
mon with Britain; a meaſure which no one could wiſh to ſee 
adopted, as it would then be at the expence of the latter, 
and a very conſiderable defalcation enſue in its power of then 
paying the taxes it now does. That Britain, in his opi- 
nion, contrary to that of moſt gentlemen, was at preſent low 
taxed in compariſon either of the neighbouring nations, or 
of what it was at the period before the commencement of the 
national debts. That the quantum of taxes are not to be eſti. 
mated by the ſum of money raiſed, but by the proportion 1 
ſuch ſum bears to the ability of the perſons taxed : for in- 
ſtance, if a farmer who, at the laſt mentioned æra, paid 100], 
a year rent, and now is enabled to raiſe 3ool. more than the 

ſum he could then, by the increaſed price of his goods, he ho 


cannot be ſaid to have his rent raiſed, but rather lowered, i 
his landlord makes him pay 200]. rent inſtead of one. 2 

He next obſerved how impolitic it was to undervalue the " 
cou -of thoſe we were to engage with ; mentioned the he 


high ſpirit ſhewn by the people of Genoa, in driving out the 
veteran Germans, when raiſed by enthuſiaſtic valour. He 
obſerved too, that perhaps the character given of the Ameri- 
cans was as true of our own common people; that in all 
conflicts between them and the military, a very few muſquets 
from a few red coats, had always diſpelled the moſt muti- 
nous; at the ſame time mentioned, that the cauſe of this was 


the total difuſe of arms ; for thoſe ve » when once diſ- _ 
ciplined, became the beſt of ſoldiers. * * . 

He then obferved, that in his opinion the ſole power thigh. | 
country ought to have over the colonies, which was of ne N 
neceſſity, not of right, veſted in the Britiſh Parliament fc — 


the good of the whole, ſhould only be exerted in ſaying what 
the coloniſts ſhould net do, not what they ſhould do; that 5 
in particular, it was requiſite for Parliament to have a watch life, 
ful eye on the navigation act, and on all others which regu oo 
lated the external commerce of all parts of our dominions 
as on thoſe, and on our trade, depended the ſole power 0 
paying our taxes. 

Lord North oppoſed the motion ; he entered into the 
ſons for which the prefent meaſures had been adopted ; ant dock 
that it could not, in the preſent ſtate of affairs betwixt vi. # 
and the colonies, be conſiſtent with our dignity in the lea 
to recede. Said, that the propoſitions made to Parliamen 
againſt the meaſures adopted by the Houſe, were very diffe 
rent from one another, and therefore — q f 
-hatnam 
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by Chatham's, Mr. Burke's, and the preſent; and that Parlia- 
= nent having adopted his own, which was more conſiſtent 
nich the dignity and ſuperiority claimed by Britain over her 
"> Wf colonies, it would now be very unparliamentary to adopt new 


meaſures, which would in effect overturn it; objected to roy- 
PW | requiſitions, as projected by Mr. Hartley, as he could not 
ke the difference betwixt * a requiſition and the demand 
be Charles I. of ſhip- money; as it was the ſame thing whe- 
6; (ber we aſked for ſhips, or money to build ſhips. 
Hie obſerved, that if we adopted this propoſal, it would not 


an ring us back to the ſtate we were in before the ſtamp act 
ol. ed; nor could the idea of the gentleman, who ſeconded the 
he BY notion, of Parliament's having a right to ſay what the colonies 


ould wot do, take place, without the conſent of the colonies ; 
x in the inſtance of burning the tea, aſſaulting the magiſtra- 
ey, deſtroying the King's 4 and other acts of violence 
the colonies had lately been guilty of, which they would ſay 
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— ” had a right to do, notwithſtanding our prohibition of 
= Ir Cecil Wray, in explanation, ſaid, he did not mean nor Sir Cecit 


expect that this meaſure would bring us back to the ſtate 
ve were in with the colonies before the ſtamp act; but ap- 
proved of the meaſure, as being ſimilar to thoſe in practice 


. before the paſſing the ſtamp act; and that as to the prohibi- 
lll 7 acts, he did not mean ſuch as the noble lord had men- 
e ned, which were only acts of ſelf-defence againſt the ex- 


teution of unjuſt tyrannical laws, but regulations of exter- 
tal trade and things of that nature, which, for the good of 
the whole, it was the duty of Parliament to regulate, 


jet, if they did not ſucceed, the noble lord would find bim- 
lf reſponſible ; that it had frequently been ſaid, that the 
liturbances in America aroſe from the advice and ſpeeches 
made in England; that this he would call a calumny, unleſs 
lome gentleman would get up and avow this doctrine, and 
produce convincing proofs that this was ſo, 
Lord William Go 
Wiebate, and he had a right to de ſo; he had letters in his 
pocket proving it, but that the papers on the table were ſuffi- 
ent to conyince every gentleman of it, without applying 


that the French had endcayoured, by their encroach- 


ments, 


Wray. 


anſwered, that he had ſaid ſo in Sir my 


Right Hon. T. Townſhend obſerved, that though the pre- Rt. Hos. 
ent meaſures were adopted by a large majority in Parliament, J. T 


0 rags proofs. 
. Lyttelton obſerved, that the quarrel which brought on Mr. Lye:e!- 
late war was not for 2 derelictland in America,“ 


1 
. 
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ments, to obtain another port on the ſea coaſt, Quebeck be- 
ing ſhut up by the ice for many months in the year, and Lou. 
iſiana by no means a flouriſhing colony; that this port and 
communication would have been by the river St. John ; that 
therefore the war muſt be conſidered as an American war. 
Sir George Savile, in anſwer to Lord North, ſhewed, 
that the three different propoſitions [Lord Chatham's, 
Mr. Burke's, and the preſent] had been made at different 
times; that when one could not be obtained, a ſecond ( ſome- 
thing different, according to the rule of Parliament) and now 
a third, again differing, were made; that this did not ſhew 
a difference of meaſures, but only a deſire of obtaining ſome- 


thing in favour of ourſelves and the colonies. 


Mr. Ver. 2 


Mr. Tusa. 


He expreſſed his ſurprize that the noble lord ſhould liken 
requiſitions of this nature to ſhip- money; that the diſpute in 
the lattef caſe was not the demand, but the manner of en- 
forcing that demand under the ſanction of law. 

Mr. Vyner was ſurprized at two aſſertions of the gentle- 
man who ſeconded the motion; the firſt, that Britain was 
not high taxed : he did not know what could be called fo, if 
the preſent ſtate was not. Did we not pay three ſhillings 
in the pound? Was not every article of life taxed? As to 
the ſecond, viz, the cowardice of the people of England, 
that to he utterly denied; that they were, indeed, inferior 
to regular troops, but that theſe troops were Engliſhmen, and 
as brave as any in the world. 4 
Mr. Tuffoel: attempted to ſhew, that the war, though begun 
in America, was the plan of the French miniſter, but that 
he did not mean it ſhould have taken place ſo ſoon as it did, 

No diviſion. el a 


Mr. Harchy, Mr. Hartley alſo made the three following motions, 1. That 


* 


leave be given to bring in a bill to ſuſpend, for the term 0 
three years, the force and execution of an act, paſſed in the 
laſt ſeffion of Parliament, entitled, An act to diſcontinue, 
in ſuch manner and for fuch time as are therein mentioned, 
the landing and diſchafging, lading or ſhipping of goods, 


"wares or merchandize, at the town and within the harbour 


of Boſton, in the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay, in Nev 
England.” | lt | Int 
It paſſed in the negative. ae 
2. That leave be given to bring in a bill to ſuſpend, for th 
term of two years, an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Patlia- 
ment, entitled, · An act for the impartial adminiſtration of 
juſtice, in the eaſes of perſons queſtioned for any acts done 
by them, in the execution of the law; or, for the fuppreſion 
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of riots or tumults in the province of Maſſachuſets Bay, in 
New England, 

It paſſed in the negative. | ' 1 

3. That leave be given to bring in a bill to ſuſpend, far 
the term of three years, an act paſſed in the laſt ſeflion of Par- 
lament, entitled, “ An act for the better regulating the go- 
vernment of the province of Maſſachuſets Bay, in New Eng- 
land. | 

It paſſed in the negative, | 

Sir George Sauile moved the Houſe to go into a committee, Sir George 
to conſider of the evils ariſing from the circulation in pay- Site. 
ment of notes of ſmall value. Two witneſſes were examin- 
ed, and ſeveral of the notes were produced, ſome of them fo 
low as a ſhilling or eighteen pence. This evil ſeemed to be 
confined to certain trading parts in Yorkſhire ; where, as far 
23 ſuch petty tranſactions can operate, this new mode of 
ſharping has been productive of the moſt iniquitous conſe- 
quences. A bill was accordingly ordered to be brought in an 
the facts ſtated, to correct the evil complained of. 

March 28. 


March 29. | 

Motion made for the ſecond reading of the bill for inca- 
pacitating 188 voters of the borough of Hindon ; and another 
motion was made, that Thomas Spence, one of the perſons 
therein included by name, ſhould be called in; and after ſome 
debate, it was agreed to; he proceeded to give evidence 
directly controverting that of one of the Witneſſes before the 
committee, on whoſe teſtimony a great number of the perſons 
meant to be disfranchiſed were preſumed to be guilty of bri- 
bery. He was ordered to withdraw ; which 8 another 
debate on two points. The friends of the bill firſt contended, 
that as a Particeps Criminit, he was not a competent witneſs, 
as he muſt be intereſted in the event; ſecondly, that as his - 
teſtimony went to charge another perſon with wilful perjury, 
that — ſhould be preſent in order to defend himſelf againſt 
the accuſation ; and ta have his evidence before the committee 
read to him. After a long altercation, it was that 
Spence's name ſhould be eraſed out of the bill, in order. tg 
render his evidence admiſſible. They were yo proceeding 
to examine him, when the friends of the bil Aue tg 
their former ground, inſiſted that the witneſles d not 
give evidence to any point which might impeach the teſti- 
mony of the before-mentioned abſent witneſs ; and a motion 
deing accordingly framed, ſtating the part of the evidence 

8868 | Spence 


Private buſineſs, 


was contradictery, and not 
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Spence ſhould be examined to, the queſtlon was put, and the 
houſe divided, Ayes 120, Noes 108. | 

Spence was called again to the bar, but before he proceeded, 
he deſired to know whether he had been charged in the report 
with being an agent, or as a perſon receiving a bribe? and 


no anſwer being given, he was deſired to proceed, He re- 


piied, he had nothing more to ſay ; but that he was ready to 
anſwer any queſtion that might be put to him, on which he 
was ordered to withdraw. 

The debate recommenced, and ſeveral propoſitions were 
made relative to the mode of examining the witnefs ; but they 
were all overuled. 

The principal ſpeakers againſt the bill, and for the exami- 


nation of Spence, were Lord North, Mr. Dundas, Soli- 


citor for Scotland, Mr. Wedderburne, Colonel Onſlow, 
Mr. Thurloe, Mr. Fox, Mr. Rigby, Sir Cecil Wray, 
and Mr. Dunning. In favour of the bill, Mr. Dundas, 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr. George, Mr. J. and Mr, 
Rich. Grenville, Mr. T. Townſhend, Sir Geo. Savile, Lord 
John Cavendiſh, Mr. Aubrey, Mr. Goring, Mr. Byng, and 
almoſt every gentleman who ferved on the committee. The 
arguments chiefly made uſe of by the oppoſers of the bill were, 
that the teſtimony of the bill proceeded, reſpecting great 
numbers of thoſe perſons 5 to be convicted of bribery, 

| erving of credit; that it was 
therefore cruel and unjuſt to involve the innocent and guilty 
in one common puniſhment; that the bribers were much 
more criminal than the bribed ; that reverſing this propoſition, 
the bill went to puniſh the latter in the molt exemplary man- 
ner, while its friends were contented to let the great offenders 


_ eſcape with the like general cenſure of a reſolution, which 


they did not regard; and, that on the whole, the intended 
puniſhment was totally inadequate to the purpoſes for which 
it was pretended to be inflicted, that of deterring the taking 
of bribes, and preventing of corruption; for as no man who 
wiſhed to come into parliament by ſuch means, had any = 
to fear, ſo on the other hand, much the greater part of thoſe 
who were induced to fell their voices, would, from their 
poverty and diſtreſs, be always ready to hazard the toſs of, 
nay, to give up their franchiſes, for preſent emolument. To 
this'it was replied, that the preſent bill, though it could not 
be expected to operate to the full extent they wiſhed, would 
nevertheleſs have a very powerful effect upon every perſon not 


in the circumſtances now deſcribed, and probably upon many 
of them too; that it did not preclude the Houſe from inflict 


. ing 
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ing the puniſhment ſo much defired on the other ſide; 
that they had reaſon to believe the affected moderation 
towards one ſet of men, and ſeverity towards the other, 
was only meant to defeat all cenſure or puniſhment, what- 
ever; that if the gentlemen meant to be ſerious and fin- 
cere, they were willing to adopt any plan, and to co- 
operate in the execution of it, which would bring the 
matter clearly home to the great offenders; that it was a 
thing unknown in the courſe of parliamentary, or any ſpecies 
of judicial proceedings, to permit a perſon charged with a 
criminal offence, to not only exculpate himſelf, but recri- 
minate on his accuſer ; and, that allowing it ſhould be right 
to admit Spence the witneſs to recriminate on his accuſer, it 
would be to the higheſt degree unparliamentary, irregular, 
and unjuſt, to ſuffer him to accuſe another of a criminal 
offence, who was abſent, and not in a ſituation to defend 
himſelf, by which he might be liable to be convicted of one 
of the higheſt crimes defined by our law, that of wilful and 
corrupt perjury. 
The bill was read a ſecond time, and committed, 
March 30. 
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Lord North moved to receive the report of the amendments Lord Nerth. 


made in the committee to the bill for reſtraining the com- 
merce of the colonies of New Jerſey, Penſylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and South-Carolina, 7 


Honourable John Luttrell. It is with reluQtance I trouble Hon. Jobs 


the Houſe for a ſingle moment, when I conſider how far ] Lanrell. 


have treſpaſſed upon their time and indulgence in the courſe 
of former debates. But, Sir, I am induced to offer a few 
obſervations upon the imperfections of the bill before you, 
that we may not too haſtely adopt an opinion which has — 
frequently held forth to us by the friends of adminiſtration, 
that, provided our trade from Great Britain and Ireland ſhould 
increaſe, though that of America do ſuffer, you will have 
a greater number of ſeaman. Sir, I will endeavour to be as 
conciſe as poſſible in delivering my ſentiments upon this bill ; 
| will try to improve upon the hint given by an honourable 
member yeſterday, by ſpeaking more immediately than he did 
to the ſubject matter of debate before you. Sir, it has been 
aid, in ſupport of the aſſertion I have alluded to, (and truly too 
s to the preſent hour) that very few American ſeamen return 
in Engliſh veſſels from that coaſt. I think it a very fortunate 
circumſtance that they do not, becauſe we have no employ- 
nent for them, and they therefore muſt become a burthen 
o this country. But I will appeal to my naval friends on 
s Ggg2 | the 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775. 


the other fide the Houſe, whoſe knowledge of maritime con- 
cerns is very extenſive, if American ſeamen are not always 
impreſled in every part of the world to man the King's ſhips 
whenever the ſervice requires men? I am ſure the books of 
the Northumberland, Sterling Caftle, Southerland, Succeſs, 
Lizard, and many other ſhips ſtationed upon the coalts of 
either America, in the courſe of the laſt war, will furniſh 
us with very long liſts of them; but they have hitherto been 
ſo intermixed with the ſeamen of this country, and always 
conſidered (as I hope they ever will be) equally valuable, and 
as one and the ſame people, that I believe it never yet oc- 
curred to the commanding officer of any ſquadron employed 
in times of war, either in the Weſt Indies, America, or cle 
here, to make a particular enquiry into their numbers; 
the idea would have been accounted as unneceſſary and 
range as the diſtinction is new, ridiculous and dangerous, 
But, Sir, I have eyer conſidered America to be a great nur- 
ſery, where ſeaman are raiſed, trained, and maintained in 
times of peace to ſerve this country in times of war, and 
though I ſhall readily admit, from the diſtance of their ſhores, 
that you cannot lay hands upon them the firſt half hour of 
an armament, yet am I perſuaded that you may be poſſeſſed 
of ſome thouſands within the time uſually preſcribed for the 
return of Engliſh ſeamen from foreign ſervices. As I am up, 
Sir, I would wiſh to ſay a word or two upon that of the 
bill which principally * FM. to the commanders of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips of war, employed for what the bill tiles the pro- 
tection, but would be much more properly termed the deſtruc- 
tion of the trade, and it may poſſibly not be found quite ſo 
eaſy in practice as to ſome people it appears iu theory, either 
to {ize theſe veſſels, or to diſcover falſe clearances or certih- 
cates. . There are thoſe that hear me, who perfectly well 
remember the variety of dextrious tricks that were practiſed 
in the courſe of the late war, by almoſt eyery nation, with 
reſpe& to falſe clearances and certificates, The difficulties 
attending the detection, and the uncertainty of the event. 
T here are thoſe in America who bear in memory the ſhame- 
ful deciſions reſpecting Manto Criſto men. They will be 
aware that though the veſſels be condemned, and ſhared in 
America, mutt be liable to appeals at home, and per- 
haps be obliged to refund, when the ſeamen have ſpent the 
money, and the captain (as has been the caſe) is made an- 
ſwerable the whole. I have no n but the Ameri- 
cans ing put into the calamitous ſituation they are, 
and Lhe — * and tyranny of the mother W 
| W 
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will endeavour to carry on a trade at the riſque of the fine 
impoſed under this act of Parliament; but there are few ſea 
oficers who, after a long peace, will find money to throw 
away upon ſuch ungracious proſecutions; nor do I believe 
that they will wiſh to proſecute their fellow ſubjects in a 
manner which may appear to them (as I am ſure it does to 
me) to be arbitrary and unconſtitutional ; beſides we have 


have many dealings with them. Sir, on the ſcore of ſeizure 
| ſhall revert to my former arguments, that the King's ſhips 
cannot keep the ſeas in ſafety, in the northern parts of the 


can cruize, the Americans will have the advantages, that 


been too roughly handled by the civil Jaw courts, to with to 


coaſts of America, for more than half the year. Whenever they 


perfect knowledge of the ſhoals, ſoundings, rocks, creeks, 
and places of ſhelter can afford them; by which means they 
muſt frequently eſcape your moſt vigilant reſearches : beſides 
it is not a very pleaſant ſervice for an officer to riſque the 
King's ſhips upon a lee ſhore, with which he is totally unac- 
quainted, not in purſuit of an enemy, but to deftroy a friend. 
Upon the whole, Sir, I do conſider this bill to be ſomewhat 
leſs cruel than that which is meant to demoliſh the New Eng- 
land provinces by famine ; in every other reſpect I hold it to 
de equally miſchievous. It is with real concern I ſee huma- 
nity and ſound policy giving way to that hated revenge which 
involves indiſcriminately the innocent with the guilty, By 
this oppreſſive act you will certainly extend the unhappy dif- 
ſerences which already but too generally prevail in America, 
to every province; nay I fear 1 may ſay to almoſt every indi- 
vidual upon that vaſt continent : therefore, I proteſt againſt 
the meaſure, 1 never will give my conſent to ſuch a proceed- 
ing; it is neither politic, juſt, nor humane. There is no 
utility appearing upon the face of the bill, nor the leaſt pro- 
bability that you will ever be able. tb carry ſuch coercive 
meaſures effectually into execution. 

Hon. Temple Luttrell. It is but too viſible, from the raſh Hon. I 
meaſures purſued by the miniſters of your government here in ple Lutrreil 
England, and from the temper and fituaticn of your Ameri- 
can colonies, that a civil war will be inevitable. 

Gentlemen on tbe other fide of the Houſe have always held 
is 2 favourite propoſition, that protection and obedience are 
reciprocal duties; and of courſe, that the withdrawing of the 
ene diſcharges the other. Now, Sir, by theſe bills 2 are 
withdrawing your protection to ſome purpoſe ; I therefore pre- 
lume your colonies are no longer to be treated as rebels, but, 
Waatſoever may be the hazard of battle, will be enitled 1 the 

| . ſame 
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ſame military. honours, to the ſame acts of clemency and cf 
grace that are uſually practiſed, according to the modern fy. 
ſtem of war, by every civilized nation in the world. You 
have a ſtriking example of ſuch rule of conduct from ancient 
time, in the moſt flagrant and ſanguinary of all the wars the 
Romans ever waged: I mean, the war againſt their own 
countrymen, commonly called the ſecial war; a war that, 
in many of its circumſtances, bears fo cloſe a reſemblance to 
the preſent unhappy æra in our hiſtory, that [ cannot help 
aſking leave af the Houſe to ſay a few words upon it, The 
paſſions of mankind, in the aggregate, are, throughout all 
ages, nearly alike ; and the ſame probable events may, in fu. 

re, be looked for from thoſe cauſes to which they have here. 
ofore been found incidental, | 

Several confederate Italian provinces (to whoſe courage and 
induſtry the Roman republic, in a great meaſure, owed her 
meridian ſplendor) deſpairing to obtain, by fair means, thoſe 
privileges to which they had every reaſonable claim, took up 
armes; they founded a new capital; they conſtituted a ſenate 
to themſelves, and they choſe conſuls. The maſs of the 
people of Rome, who ſtedfaſtly maintained thoſe principles, 
which are the genuine principles of Britiſh Whiggiſm, a de- 
votion to rational liberty, and a ſpirit of reſiſlance to all exor- 
bitant power n lodged, called aloud for vengeance on 
their miniſters and patricians, to whoſe iniquity they aſcribed 
every impending evil. Sir, a reſolute tribune (and I hope a 
worthy chief magiſtrate of this metropolis wil! now take the 
hint) did impeach the oſtenſible contrivers and managers of 
fo unnatural a war. And recollect, Sir, how it ended: the 
Roman ſenate, though aided by their old enemies the Gauls, 
and by ſome ſcattered factions in the heart of the revolted 
country, whoſe patriotiſm, like that of certain New-Vorkiſts, 
was not quite proof againſt ſtate artifices and venality. I ſay, 
Sir, the Roman ſenate was at length compelled to cede, with 
a very bad grace, thoſe terms which ought at firſt, in juſtice, 
to have been accorded by amicable compact. During this ci- 
vil conflict was ſpilt the beſt blood of Rome: in leſs than three 
years, near three hundred thouſand perſons fell in the field 
of combat. But there was a ſtill more fatal conſequence; 
for it was in this ſchool that Marius, Sylla, and other aſpir- 
ing leaders, learned their firſt rudiments of deſpotiſm, and 
familiariſed themſelves to the maſſacre of their fellow ſub- 
jects. That {word which was unſheathed by order of the Ro- 
man ſenate, and under the authority of the Roman people, 


to deprive ef the deareſt rights of human nature, their _ 
| * their 
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their aſſociates, and brethren, was not returned into its 
ſcabbard till Rome herſelf had, at her inmoſt vitals, felt the 
ſharpneſs of its edge, T he generals employed on that oc- 
caſion were many of them men of heroic ſentiments, of hu- 
mane diſpoſitions ; they might have ſat for the amiable por- 
traits Which a very ſkilful coloniſt here drew of the three of- 
fcers choſen to undertake a ſimilar taſk on the American con- 
tinent ; they too talked of reluctance, they talked of com- 
paſſion and univerſal philantrophy ; at the very hour of en- 
counter they announced themſeleves, neceſſitate hoſtes, voluntate 
hiſpites. Vet, Sir, theſe very men, once familiariſed to do- 
meſtic ſlaughter, and to military ſway, could not prevail up- 
en themſelves to ſtop, till they had ſubverted the conſtitutiong 
and totally annihilated the liberties of the whole common- 
wealth, In ſhort, by this war the Romans were irrecovera- 
bly undone, Hence the perpetual dictatorſhip ; hence the 
ſucceeding triumvirs ; and at length, the throne and tyranny 
of Cæſar. Sir, I contend, that this our ſocial war (like the 
war I have been ſpeaking of) is founded on a laudable reſiſ- 
tance to the deſpotiſm of adminiſtration, ſuſtained by a parli- 
amentary majority, rather than any defection in the Ameri- 
cans at heart from the mother country. The generous na- 
ives of England thirſt not after an unjuſt dominion, neither 
can they look with an eye of malignant jealouſy on their kin- 
ured 3 who, ſcarce a century ago, drew, in common 
with them, one parental breath. 1 is too mean a 
ce to grow in a foil with ſuch exalted virtues as diſtinguiſh 
i Briton : he ſeeks not the palm of victory earned at fo dear 
; colt as by the deſtruction or abje ſervitude of millions of 
lis fellow ſubjects— that too for upholding principles which 
te himſelf . reveres. 

The firſt duty of a good citizen is to the public; and to 
iert, that the ſupreme ſovercignty, as to the fundamentab 
of our conſtitution, be veſted in any form of government 
whatever, or elſewhere, than with the ſociety at a large, is 
atraitorous doctrine, not merely againſt the Americans, but 
wainſt our own immediate conſtituents here at home. The 
ame allegiance that every private individual owes to the 
ates of the Britiſh monarchy, legally eſtabliſhed, do thoſe 
ery eſtates owe to the community in general, which hath 
ways reſerved to itſelf, and aſſerted, certain original rights 
of mankind, that it would be rebellion, it would be ſacrilege 
mus to violate. One of theſe rights (and one of the molt 
elentia!) is, that every, the minuteſt of the component parts 
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of this great empire, ſhall be free from diſſeſin of property 
unleſs under a direct or effective repreſentation in patlia. ö 
ment. 
To force a tax upon your coloniſts, unrepreſented, and h 
univerſally diſſentient, is acting in no better capacity thanMl * 
that of a banditti of robbers, Can our folly and our vanity 
lead us to flatter ourſelves, that they will be taught by ou 


armaments or commercial interdicts, to own for their liege 
lord and tax-maſter, the poſſeflor of a poor ſolitary ſheep. ? 
cote on Saliſbury plain? Or that (eccentric as they are with{ 4 
reſpect to this our diſtant and circumſcribed ſphere of the f 
Britiſh iſles) they will ſtill continue to be cajoled by the . 
abſurd, empty plea of virtual repreſentation? Sir, that word 
virtual muſt contain in it more myſtic power than the ſacei ® 
archetype on Aaron's breaſt-plate, before it can be made tc x 
to work an effect ſo contradictory to reaſon and commo 7 
ſenſe. The advocates for the coercion of America, who bare 0 
frequent recourſe to your written ſtatutes, and who ſupport 
their arguments as to the letter of the law, from Selden, Lord Pc 
Coke, and other high prerogative authorities, would do wel E 
calmly and ſeriouſly to confider of a paſſage in Monteſquieu * 
divine ſpirit of laws. I allude, Sir, to a part of his commen 1 
on the triumph of the people of Old Spain over the ide |, 
trous Mexicans; neither will it be neceſſary for me to poin 
out to the Houſe where the preciſe analogy lies between tha - 
firſt invaders of that ſouthern continent, and our modern lay bi 
makers of the north. Free men (ſays he) they made ſlaves |. 
when they made ſlaves free: in of giving them the rei g. 
gion of peace, they inculcated on their minds a more out Su. 
geous ſuperſtition : it were impoſſible for me to enumerate 2 to 
the good things they might have done; it were impoſſible fi mc 
me to enumerate all the bad things which they actually did in 
The end of conqueſt is this; it leaves upon their victor be, 
(though marfhalled in the beſt licenced cauſe) an immenſi nl 
arrear of debt to be paid off to human nature.“ Impious i ..., 
it may feem to arraign the diſpenſations of Providence, Ic ir 
but lament, that deſtiny had placed this fanciful Monteſquie zen 
(as he is called by our celebrated penſioned eſſayiſt) [ Johnſon ii (ec, 
the preſidency of a foreign parliament ; the individual men nee 
ders of which, ever occupied in ſacrificing to the graces! im con 


ceptibly and totally loſt their public conſtitution and li a ſe 
hardy: ad, Sir, his lot been caſt in this aſſembly to-day ag 


what might not ſo good a man, with his capacity and powers0 
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inſpiration, have effected? He might have ſtaid the uplifted 
hand of ravage and oppreſſion ; and, tho' given us too late 
to prevent Great Britain from madly opening her own veins, 
he might perhaps haue been the means of adminiſtering ſome 
"Wl finely remedy that ſhould ſave her from bleeding to death. 
hut, indeed; after the reception which a very feſpectable 
member [Mr. Burke] here met with ſome evenings ago, who 
pleaded the cauſe of juſtice and humanity, with ah almoſt ſu- 
pernatural force of reaſoning and with every charm of elo- 
quence, we might even deſpair of working the neceſſary re- 
te form in this Houſe, though an angel from heaven, with the 
full attributes of his beatitude, ſhould deſcend among. us. 
Tuaere was a parliament in the reign of Henry VI. which, 
on account. of the ſeverity of his judgments and proſcrip- 
tions againſt certain partizans of the York family, has gain- 
ed in our annals the honourable diſtinction of parliamentum 
diabolicum. 1. Sir, by paſſing ſuch acts as theſe are, 
„ball not we lay in a juſt claim to be tranſmitted down to 
P poſterity, if poſſible, under a ſtill more infernal appellation ? 
Lam for rejecting the bill with the deepeſt marks of peni- 


"7 tence in us, for having proceeded in it thus far, and with 
end ©f) term of ignominy and abhorrence with reſpe& to the 
ola wicked principle on which this, and its fellow edict for but- 


di cry and famine (the fiſhery bill) are grounded. Y 
Lord North made a ſhort reply; defending the bill on the Lord Norths 
former ground of neceſſity. He offered a clauſe to extend the 

bill to the counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suſſex, on De- 

Jaware. That during the continuance of this act, no goods 
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* ſhall be ſhipped from the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and 
ox, on Delaware, but to the places therein before men- 
4 boned. A few obſervations were made on this extraordinary 
notion; which it was ſaid was unprecedented and unknown 
mt | ? a P Fan 
in the annals of Parliament, that of condemning people un- 
þ heard, nay even without enquiry. It was anſwered gene- 
"Wl rally, That the Houſe was in poſſeſſion of information ſuffi- 
” "Wl cient to warrant the inſertion of the clauſe : that the papers | 
* lying on the table contained that information; and that any 0 


gentleman who doubted that the inhabitants of thoſe counties 

1) Leſerved no excluſive favour, or particular indulgence, had | 

need only to peruſe the papers laid before the Houſe to be 

convinced, The clauſe, with other amendments, being read | 

a ſecond time, were agreed to; and the bill was ordered to be 

day 1 | | 

| rd North laid before the Houſe, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, the fellowing letters. ; 


H h h Extras 
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Extract of @ Letter from the Honourable Governor Gage 1 
the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 175th Feb. 1775. 


1 AM honoured with your lordſhip's difpatch of the 19th of 
December, No. 1 35 as alfo of your lotdſhip's circular let- 
ter of, ſame date, ihc ling cbpies of his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech to both Houſts of Parliament, with the addreſſes 
of the Lord and Commons thereupon, 
The firm reſolution expreſſed in his Majeſty's ſpeech to 
maintain the the e Bee the ſupreme legiſlature, over all 
parts of the empire, and the aſſurances given by the new Par- 
Hament to ſupport his Majeſty's meaſures, in which the de- 
m here flattered themſelves to find abettors and defen- 
dets of their conduct, has caſt a damp upon the faction; bu: 
th {till entertain hopes, that the reſolves of their continen- 
n will work in their favour. " 
| Your lordſhip will be told of the late inftance of loyalty in 1 
the New York aſſembly, which has had very good effects, and ) 
we are told that they are changing their ſentiments at Phila- ly 
delphia. The fury into which people were thrown, and 
which ſpread like an infection from town to town, and fron Ml 
province to province, is hardly to be paralleled, where no op- 
preſton was actually felt, but they were fiirred up by every ſr 
means that att could 'invent, They were made to believe, 
that their religion was in danger, their lands to be taxed, and 
that the troops were ſent to inforce the meaſures, and wan- 
tonly to mallacre the inhabitants, People well diſpoſed, 
aught the popular fever; and when it raged at the higheſt, 
= delegates were choſen for the continental congreſs : fo 
that, as we are told, the greateſt incendiaries in molt provin- 
ces were elected. It required temperate management, and 
much pains, to undeceive the people, who are more mode- 
rate in general, though numbers {till hold their firſt prejudice, 
If this provincial congreſs is not to be deemed a rebellious 
meeting, ſurely fome of their reſolves are rebellious, though 
they affect not to order, but only to recommend meaſures to 
the le; which meaſures I have learnt, from the emiſſa- 
ries I have ſent through the cduntry, have not been regardel 
as tg the raiſing of money, tho they have been training met 
in er townſhips, as they could get them in the humour w A 
aſſemble. "This new-elefted congrefs met on the 1ſt inft. WF En 
and I tranſmit your lordſhip ſome of the reſdlyes. I am juſt 
iaformed, that they have adjourned themſelves, ' IH 
Nothing can be attempted here till the reception that the 
proceedings of their great congrefs meets with in England, 
* The ſending a deta nt to Marſhfield has had! 
good cet in that quarter of country, and I hope wil 
| | - 
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„ encourage other places, where appreſſion is felt, to make ap- 
plications of the ſame nature. 8 


n Whereas it 1 — to this congreſs, from the preſent diſ- 

poſition of the Britiſh miniſtry and parliament, that there is 
real cauſe to fear, that the reaſonable and juſt applications 
of this continent to Great Britain for peace, liberty, and ſafe- 
5, will not meet with a favourable reception; but on the 
contrary, from the large reinforcement of troops expected in 
this colony, the tenor of intelligence from Great Britain, and 
general appearances, we have reaſon to apprehend, that the 
ſudden deftruion of this colony in particular is intended, 
for refuſing, with the other American colonies, tamely to ſub- 
mit to the moſt ignominious ſlavery, 

T herefore refolyed, That the great law of ſelf-preſervation 
calls upon the inhabitants of this colony immediately to pre- 

re againſt every attempt that may be made to attack them 

ſurprize; and it is upon ſerious deliberation moſt earneſt- 
ly recommended to the militia in general, as well as the de- 
tached part of it in minute men, that they ſpare neither 
time, pains, nor expence, at fo critical a juncture, in per- 
ſecting themſelves forthwith in military difcipline ; and that 
kill inſtructors be provided for thoſe companies which 
ue not already provided therewith, 

And it is recommended to the towns and diſtricts in this 
colony, That they encourage ſuch perſons as are ſkilled in 
the manufaQury of fire-arms and bayonets diligently to apply 
themſelves thereto, for ſupplying ſuch of the inhabitants as 
fo ſhall be deficient, s 
And for the encouragement of American manufacturers of 
of Wl fre. arms and bayonets, it is further reiolved, That this con- 
e. gies will give the preference to, and purchaſe from them, ſo 

many effective arms and bayonets as can be delivered in a 
* 33 time upon notice given to this congreſs, at its next 
n. 1 a 0 


1 Signed by order of the provincial congreſs, | 
* * ' Jon Hancock, Prefident. 
Jed A true extract from the minutes, RR 
ef | Benjamin LIScoLN, Secretary. 


rw Ad ourned to the 22d day of March next. 


aft. Extra? of @ Letter from Governor Gage to the Earl of 
wa þ artmouth, dated Boſton, 29th Feb. 1775. 
[HAVE tried to get intelligence if they had preſumed to 
the uſurp the government entirely, and chuſe a governor, 
, "Wy and am informed, that the meaſure was talked of, but could 
d 488 Bot be carried. Some people from Connecticut, termed 2 
wil; | HH 2 commiitee 


In PRovixcial ConGress, Cambridge, Feb. 15, 1775. 
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committee, and amongſt them the governor's ſon, came to 
the congreſs juſt after adjournment, which cauſed much 
ſpeculation, and of courſe many reports. Some fay, their 
buſineſs was to offer an aid of men ; others, to inform them 
of the contents of a letter the governor of that colony had re- 
ceived from your lordſhip; but I can only yet diſcover, that 
it was a viſit of curioſity. A ” 420 
SSR | March 31. 

Motion for the ſecond reading of the bill for erecting a 
houſe of induſtry, and for the better employment of the poor 
within the hundreds of Midford and Long-Ditch, in the 
_—_ of Norfolk, was made; and counſel being called for, 
Mr. Harding was heard againſt the bill; he examined two 
witneſſes. | 
The evidence of the firſt witneſs went to prove, that thoſe 
two hundreds meant to be incorporated by the bill, conſiſt of 
fifty-one pariſhes or townſhips, that he had viſited forty-ſix 
of the pariſh or work-houſes for maintaining the poor, and 
had found them all in very good order, jn reſpect of diet, 
bedding; air, uſage, and general regulation; that be had 
ſpoke to the poor at every one of the places he viſited, 
and had found them univerſally well fatisfied with their pre- 
ſent ſituation, but ' unanimouſly declared their fears and ab- 
horrence of the propoſed ſcheme of an houſe of induſtry, or 
general workhouſe. He gave likewiſe an account of three 
ſeveral meetings of the land- owners and occupiers within the 
diſtricts meant to be incorporated; at the laſt of which, on 
the 24th of November, it was almoſt unanimouſly agreed to 
drop the pfeſent bill. His teſtimony was confirmed by an- 
other witneſs, who performed ſuch another viſitation, and 
was preſent at the mecting of the 24th of November. 
Mr. Macdonald, counſel for the bill, was heard in anſwer, 
and called two witneſſes, one to controvert the facts aſſerted 
by the evidence on the other fide, and the other, to ſhew the 
utility of ſuch a plan, from the effects a ſimilar one has had 
in the ſame county. - "mY | ; 

The firſt witneſs ſaid, he had viſited twenty out of tbe 
e pariſhes, and had in general found the poor very 

ly lodged, fed, and taken care of. In ſome places four 
in a bed, in others living on turneps, in one or two places 
eat up with filth and vermin, and in general, well pleaſed 
with the propoſed plan, unleſs where prejudiced againſt it 
by miſrepreſentations of the firſt of the two foregoing witneſſes. 
He ſaid he was at the meeting, where he owned there were 
ſome gentlemen and land-occupiers, but much the greater 
part was compoſed of paupers, farmers, and Jivery ſervants, 
who behaved in a moſt indecent, riotous, n 
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nnd inſiſted, that it was not agreed to give up the propoſed 
"WH bill, nor was there any queſtion regularly put, or carried for 
that purpoſe. 
| The other witneſs was a gentleman of fortune, a director 
of a houſe of induſtry eſtabliſhed in the ſame county about 
WH eight years fince, He ſaid the pariſhes incorporated were 
forty-tight; that the poor conſiſted on an average of about 
zzo perſons, the annual rates of 3080l. that their work pro- 
1 WH duced about 3ool. per annum, which was nearly the ſum 
r WT diftributed to relieve the out-poor; that they had borrowed, 
s carry the ſcheme into execution, the ſum of 12, oool. 
„ol. of which had been already paid off; that they were 
2 WH certainly confined, not having liberty to go out, but by a 
written order given by the governor, and approved of by the 
committee. He further confeſſed, that the puniſhments were 
the ſtocks, confhnement, reſtraint of diet, and in ſome in- 
x« WH ſtances, actual correction. That the poor were at firit much 
| WH diſpleaſed ; that they pulled down the houſe of induſtry, 
„which it coſt 5ool. to repair; and that on the whole, the only 
del objection made to the houſe over which he preſides as 
„ director, is the averſion the poor expreſs to being confined. . 
„Mr. Harding replicd, and the queſtion of commitment being 
- hut, a ſhort debate enſued ; the Houſe divided. Ayes 60, 
r WI Noes 12. The ſpeakers for the bill were Sir Edward Aſtley, 
e Mr. Milles, and Mr, Wollaſton; againſt it, Sir Harbord 
e Harbord, Mr, Whitworth, and Mr. T. Townſhend. 
n Adjourned to April 3. | 
0 ; | April 3. 
» Lord Folkeſtone moved, that the reſervation contained in Lord Fele 
dhe laſt charter granted to the borough of Saltaſh, and ex- 7 
preſſed in theſe words, which Mayor, as well preſent, as future, 
r, fir neg left ar default, or any other reaſonable cauſe, we will ſhall be 
ed removable by us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors,” is unconſtitutional, 
ne :s it tends to reſtrain the freedom of elections, and of returns 
ad of members to ſerve in parltament for the ſaid borough, and 
eſtabliſnes a precedent dangerous to the commons of Great 
be Britain, and to the public liberty of the realm.” His lord- 
y hip, in a very long and able ſpeech, pointed out the mani- 
ur I fold dangers which might reſult from the interference of the 
es i crown in ſuch boroughs as ſend repreſentatives to Parliament. 
ſed BY He ſhewed, that the charter in queſtion gave to the crown a 
it By power of removing the mayor at pleaſure; that that mayor 
es. vas 1. an acting magiſtrate for the borough, ex cio, con- 
ere I ſequently, that his being removable at pleaſure, was a cir- 
ter cumſtance incompatible with the principles of juſtice. 
its, 2. That his conſent was neceſſary for filling up the body, 
er, conſequently the crown had indirectly a ſubſiſting influence 
. © : OY 10 
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PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1775. 
in thoſe elections, which manifeſtly tended to the influencing 
parliamentary elections. But 3dly, and chiefly, that he was 
the returning officer for the borough, conſequeutly that it was 
not to be imagined but that he would be removed at the eve 
of an election, if he was not in the intereſt of the miniſter, 
and that, by getting another more favourable in his place, 
the miniſter would be ſure of the return, He compared the 
ends of the ciauſe with the judicial ſentence of deſpotic power, 
fic veto, ſic — ſtat pro ratione voluntas.— He ſaid that the 
- excluſion of penſioners from the Houſe, was a proof that 
men * that a perſon under influence or the bias of intereſt 
would not be in dent. He faid, that in part the mem- 

bers for Saltaſh muſt be the miniſler s nominees in future times, 
though the independeney of the preſent members [Sir Charles 
Whitworth, and Grey Cooper, Eſq;] might ſeem to take off 
the weight of this argument, as at leaſt it prevented the ap- 
plication of that term with propriety at preſent ; that burgage 
tenure boroughs had been often complained of as the bane 
of this conſtitution, but the miſchief reſulting from them 
was not to be compared with that of ſuch boroughs as Saltaſh, 
for though the elections in the former caſe were reduced to 
2 few hands, yet they were the hands of the people, whereas, 
this was putting elections into thoſe of the King, and con- 
D the component parts of the legiſlature. 
admitted that the model of the charter was not new; 
for that .it was taken from one of Charles Il's in the year i683, 
a time ſo inauſpicious to liberty of all kinds, that he never 
could have believed modern times would have quoted ſuch 
2 one as a precedent, much leſs as 2 juſtification. He 
expatiated very fully on the attempts of two monarchs of 
the houſe of Stuart, who finding all other attempts prove un- 
ſucceſsful, had at length recourſe to the garbling of corpo- 
rations, and granting new charters, as the only certain means 
of undermining, and in time, totally deſtroying the conſtitu- 
tion. He quoted Sir George Treby and Sir John Dalrymple 
as authorities to prove the intention; the bi of London+ 
_ Dr. King, to aſcertain the effects of ſuch charters. ¶ be d 
He ſaid, that d ing this charter becauſe it is the ſame as 
Charles Il's, was an argument like what pudoris had not 
been attempted, but with equal reaſon might bave in the 
late Granada cauſe, when depending on prerogative to raiſe 
money by proclamation, they might have ſaid Charles I. levied 
ſhip-money by prerogative, and he obſerved as a remarkable 
eireumſtance, that in the laſt century an innovation 2 
the ſubjects right of raiſing public money, and of chuſing 
own repreſentatives, were indeed both attempted, but they 
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Dr, 
nouſiy condemned by Parliament. Hef ſaid it would bave 
teen ridiculous perhaps laſt year to have complained of 
Charles I's charter; is it improper to complain when it is re- 
rewed ?—the illegal clauſe Lok be inſerted by accident, or 
&hgn—if the latter, the law officers adopt its illegality, and 
md make it their own. They muſt allow, its being a mere 
wpy of Charles's does not make it legal; and if it not, 
muſt either contend, that Charles had no intentions of 
oying the liberties of this country in his modelling of 
corporations, or that in the inftance of Saltaſh he deviated 
dom that plan; or they muſt admit that he had ſuch a plan 
that the Saltaſh charter was part of that plan, and conſe- 
quently, that it had the objection imputed to the new charter, 
which is a copy of it. He ſaid, the clauſe. in queſtion was 
(ot in the charter previous to 1683, and that therefore thoſe 
who were, upon principle, friends of the conſtitution, and of 
the royal family on the throne, had t cauſe to complain 
that, as that king had made a change ſo hurtful to liberty, 
te adviſers of his preſent Majeſty would not make an alte · 
ntion, if it was only to coun the miſchiefs of their pre- 
(eceflors, He quoted Lord Mansfield that ſuch reſervation 
Was un „ and ſo juſtified his apprehenſion, that being 
teedful to a good pu it was deſigned for fome bad one. 
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kking up a matter ſo intricate and difficult as the conftruc+ 
ton of "charters ; but ſaid, that as the preſent ſpoke not the 
idſtruſe doctrines of law, but plain Engliſh, intelligible to 
the meaneſt underſtanding, he would not reſiſt the invitation 
f his noble friend to aſſiſt him in an enquiry of this nature. 
That he was ſenſible the learned gentlemen, who were almoſt 
0- WW parties in this buſineſs, and were particularly called upon to 
ns upport a deſenſive fide, were uſed in the courſe of their pro- 
u- eon to quirks and ſubtleties, which might puzzle and 
fe Wi ierplex the unlearned, but their recollection that they were 
n- vt advocates here, but members of parliament, ought, and 
rs. ¶ de did not doubt would, induce them to uſe a more open and 
as WW nanly conduct He ſaid, the charter, as favourable to pre- 
ot Wieative, they might think it their duty as ſervants of the 
the con to promote; but if it could ever be ſaid, that it was 
uſe ay perſon's duty tp extend the prerogative, he was ſure it 
ud v the duty of this Houſe to check and controul it. He 
ble I wok this opportunity of declaiming againſt the Stuarts, to 
on Upreſs his abhorrence likewiſe of all thoſe who were in the 
cir i Ppolite extreme : and concluded with ſaying, the moyer and 
bey Wiiinſelf might be called Quixotes in politics; but he feared 
re. appellation, when he was ing for the exerciſe of 
a peculiar function of that Houfe, 


The 


Mr. Powys ſeconded the motion, with an apology for his Mr. Powys. 
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way Go - The v General began with lamenting, that be was 


was of the cleareſt opinion, that the interpretation given by not 


PARLIAMENT AR A. 1775; 
not apprized ſufficiently of the objections that might have 
been taken to the charter to be able immediately to defend every 
part of it, though he thought every part of it perfectly defen- 
fible. That with regard to the clauſe ſingled out for the 
animadverſion of the Houſe, (if in fact the noble lord was 
ſerious in his motion), he could not help being ſorry that 
it was not hinted to him before; for he was firmly convinced, 
that half an hour's private converſation: with him and the 
honourable gentleman who-ſeconded him would have recon- 
ciled it to their minds. He ſaid he always did, and always 
would, leave the lawyer in Weſtminſter Hall, and be in that 
Houſe a member of Parliament. He ſaid, that as he contro- 
verted the premiſes of the noble lord's argument, he ſhould 
have no occaſion to take notice of thoſe generous ſentiments 
of liberty, which he ſeemed to entertain; that himſelf 
heartily went with him in thoſe ſentiments, and ſhould be 
ſorry to think any man in the kingdom more a friend to the 
revolution than himſelf. He faid, the noble lord and his 
friend had gone upon an evident miſtake, that the King, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors are the king, &c. in their courts of juſtice; 
He quoted Dyer over and over again, that in legal interpre- 
tation rex noſcitur per judices non per * that no legal power 
can reſide perſonally in the King. He pointed out an alte- 
ration that had been made in the new charter, the omiſſion 
of a clauſe which in the old one directed that the removal 
ſhould be by privy ſeal or ſign manual ; and contended that as 
Sir Robert Sawyer (whoſe character as a politician he ſet out 
of the caſe)-was confeſſedly a learned man, that clauſe direct 
ing the means of removal was contrived by him merely be- 
cauſe he knew the clauſe complained of would be of no effect 
without it, as contradictory to a fundamental maxim of the 
law, that the King cannot act in perſon. 

Mr. Dunning replied, that he thought the Houſe, and the 
nation at large, much obliged to the worthy member who had 
brought before them an enguiry at leaſt ſo conſtitutional; 
that they had done him the favour to confer with him on the! 
propriety of the motion; that from a ſlight conſideration it 
that time, he was convinced they were ſtrictly juſtified i 
their interpretations of this clauſe ; that he had ſince moie 
ſeriouſly conſidered it, and on the moſt mature deliberation 


them was the true and only one that could be put upon 1 che 

that as the attorney general of James II. had been quote a 
with ſome applauſe by his learned friend, who was at preſen i; | 
in the ſame office, he was ſincerely happy to hear laid ou s! 


of the commendable part of his character, this activity ” x 
trogucy 
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the mation gives it the proper title, That it is unconſtitutio- 
nal. He obſerved, that it was faid the other day, that the 
preſent charter was a tranſcript of the old : the words of the 
former charter are, Ad bene placitum noſtrum volumus eſſe amo- 
lilem ; the words of the new, We will, he hall be amoveable 
ly us, He. inſiſted they meant the ſame thing, and that Sir 
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heral for James II. if he did not mean to make the mayot 
of Saltaſh dependent on the will of the King. He inſiſted, 
dir Robert Sawyer; and proved, from Mr. Hume, that it 
was actually the effect of charters given in ſupport of their 
intentions. He defied the crown Jawyers to point out the 
mode of trying a reaſonable cauſe in a court of juſtice, Dus 
warranto, and proceedings by mandamus, are eluded and 
put out of faſhion z and among all the writs, he never yet 
heard of one entitled, pro majore amovendo. He inſiſted, 
therefore, the preſent was a ſhort ſummary way of removing 
an officer that might happen to be willing to think for him- 
ſelf, (a rare thing at Saltaſh / ) and introducing another more 


the King. | | UNS 
* Mr. Solicitor General anſwered, that | by various cauſes it 
rec had become neceſſary to grant a new charter to this borough ; 
the that in this caſe, as in all others, he had ſtrictly followed the 
rule he had laid down for himſelf, and he hoped with proprie- 
ty, of confining the new grant to the terms of the old one; 
that otherwiſe they muſt have a great, and conſequently a dan- 
gerous diſcretion ; that in the preſent caſe, the only alteration 
he made was that already ſtated, of changing ad bene placitum 
wfirum, &c. to by us, &c. ; and that was done merely from the 
bad aſpe& which the words bene go_ no/trum always car- 
ty; that the omiſſion of the clauſe directing the removal to be 
by ſign manual, was in a ſubſequent ſtage of the paſſing of the 
tharter ; for which, as his learned colleague and himſelf were 
tot concerned in it, they aſſumed no merit. He inſiſted ori 
the conſtruction already given, that regis boluntal noſcitur tan- 
tun in curia: that this Houſe, coming to a reſolution conſtru- 


tor it would be an inference fair that ex- 
* wo an 2 I] ns a" 


troduce arbitrary power; that if he agreed with him that Sir 
Robert Sawyer was a learned man, it muſt be admitted in 
return, he was too learned to inſert a nugatory clauſe, ſuck 
2s he had contended the clauſe in queſtion to be, He agreed 
in the poſition, that the King cannot a& in his perſon, but 
inſiſted that the clauſe of the charter, contained in the mo- 
tion, was meant to reſerve or create that power; therefore 


that was the deſign of that King, and it was the deſign of 
* 


ſubſervient to the mandate of the miniſter; and the views of 
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Robert Sawyer, with all his learning, was a bad attorney ge- 


M r. S. lite 
General. 


ing the preſent charter as illegal, might endanger that maxim, 
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preſsly named, does not mean the King in his courts, if a 
reſolution of this Houſe ſhould declare, that the meaning of 
the words the King does 'mean the King perſonally, as the 
motion intimates, and not in the conſtruction already con- | 
tended to be the conſtruction of the law books. | 
Mr, Thomas Townſhend obſerved, that the point now touch- | 
ed was a very tender one; and that in which the conſtitution { 
was moſt vulnerable. He had heard, much to his ſurprize, 
thoſe who oppoſed the attempts of the Stuarts, branded with 
epithets of turbulent, factious, and daring ; if one of the great. 0 
eſt grievances they complained of, was the garbling of corpo- ( 
rations, he ſhould not wonder if the learned gentlemen on the a 
other ſide, were to apply the ſame epithets to theſe, who were b 
for paſting the preſent cenſure; for the caſe before them, as Wl * 
far as it went, was certainly a caſe in point: but with whate- Wl * 
ver ſeverity it might be faſhionable to treat every man who diſ. Ml Þ 
approved of the garbling corporations, in the reigns of Charles WI " 
and James the Second, luckily the revolution, the new con- 
ſtitution then formed, and all the great and juſtly revered B 
names who had a hand in that glorious work, thought preciſcly WI 
with the noble lord who made the preſent motion. He then Wl 
quoted a paſſage from Biſhop Burnet, in which that hiſto- ot 
rian gives an account of the diſſolving old charters, and de 
granting new ones; obſerving, that the ſureſt road to politi- 
cal conſequence and court favour, was for great men to exert H 
themſelves in corporation matters. Granville, Earl of Bath, WI de 
took this taſk upon himſelf, as to the boroughs in the Weſt, and * 
was ſo ſucceſsful, as to perſuade ſeveral of them to reſign their WM fc: 
charters, taking care to ſupply their places with officers of the ¶ © 
guards, who in many inſtances were appointed the new cor- Wl © 


 porators. He obſerved, that in one of the charters, now before WM ot 


granted to ſome borough or other the laſt ſummer, he began 
"ſpeedy diſſolution of Parliament, which he ſoon found to prove 


the Houſe, granted in 1683, Col. Granville, that earl's brother, Wl 
afterwards — Lanſdown, was appointed the fir/t recorder. 

He did not doubt but the officers of the guards, who never 
ſaw Saltaſh, and were appointed under the charter of 1683, 
were full as fit perſons to be choſen to fill up the corporation, 
as many appointed under the new one; and that on the whole, 
the people without doors, however thoſe within might affect 
to take it, were, in his opinion, very juſtly alarmed to behold 
the recent; repeated attempts made to bring corporations imme- 
diately under the power and direction of the crown. When he 
ſaw every gazette containing an account of a new chartef 


to ſuſpect the deſigns of adminiſtration upon boroughs, and 3 
true. He mentioned particularly the granting a new charter 


to the boraugh of Abingdon. | 
ven 4 Jus 
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This brought up Mr, Bayley, who gave the Houſe an ac- Mr. Bayy. 

count of the new charter granted to the borough of Abingdon, 

about a month or two before the diſſolution of the laſt parlia- 

ment, and which he ſaid had brought as much diſgrace upon 

thoſe who had any hand in granting it, as any of thoſe 

charters could which were granted in the reign of Charles 

the 2d, and he had not a doubt but there was as much a 

deſign now of altering the conſtitution of this kingdom, 

(though perhaps by lower, but in a more certain degree) 

2s there was then; but he hoped in God ſuch wicked — ar- 

bitrary deſigns would be again fruſtrated. This new charter 

puts it in the power of the corporation of Abingdon (which 

never conſiſts of more than 27 perſons) to return any mem- 

ber to Parliament, they leaſed. and every body knows how 

much eaſier it is for government to influence 27 perſons 

than ſo populous a town as this is, being the metropolis of 

Berkſhire, and indeed the corporate body of this town is 

well known to be governed by their recorder Mr, Morton, 

who, holding ſeveral places under the crown, makes a merit 

of the ſervice he has done it in adviſing the grant of this 

new charter, 
Governor Johnſtane adopted the laſt gentleman's ideas. Gov. Jebe- 

He ſaid, the immediate interference of the crown, indepen- Hene. 

dent of the official or judicial aſſiſtance and aid of thoſe, 

whom the conſtitution had appointed to adviſe it, in all mat- 

ters of this kind, had a very diſagreable aſpe& ; that the prin- 

ciple itſelf was alarming ; but it became much more ſo, when 

exerciſed juſt at the eve of a general election, becauſe, what 

otherwiſe, though in itſelf wrong, might ſeem to be the effect 

of mere chance operating by incidental circumſtances, now 

took the ſtrongeſt appearance of a ſyſtematic deſign to anſwer 

election purpoſes. He ſaid that the Houſe ought to remem- 

ber, that if Sir Robert Sawyer was a learned man, he was 

alſo a very wicked man; that he was the avowed and willi 

inſtrument of arbitrary power, and that the more learned he 

was allowed, there was the more occaſion to ſuſpe& him, 

He ſaid he was glad to hear of one certain rule laid down by the 

learned gentleman [ Mr. Solicitor General] relative to the 

proper manner of granting new charters, which was that the 

tet I new charter ought to be, to every material purpoſe, a tran- 

an ſcript of the old; yet he was ſorry to obſerve, that in the 

de of Hellſtone, which lately happened to corne under his 


Ve of conſideration, that rule happened to be departed from; for 
ter WF the old charter veſted the power of appointing burgeſſes in the 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty, whereas the new one 
ſeſtrained that power to W r and aldermen only. W 
8 £ 
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"a this remarkable circumſtance, that is the very ground upon 
which the old charter was vacated ; yet is the very preciſe al- 
teration adopted by the new charter. He inftanced ſome 
other deviations, relative to a depnty recorder, &c. He then 
entered into general obſervations on the charters granted to 
Hellſtone, Abington, and'Saltaſh ; and treated the principle 
which directed the ſeveral grants with ſeverity. ' = 
Mr. Seliciter Mr. Solicitor General ſaid, he ſhould always, as far as was 
Beneral. in his r, abide by the rule before - mentioned of copying 
- 'old charter in the new grant ; and that he and his colleague 
office had obſerved it, in the one alluded to by the honour. 
able member who ſpake' laſt. For there, though the old 
charter it was true, had been granted, and the right of ad- 
mitting burgeſſes, had been given, to the mayor, aldermen, 
and commonialty of Hellſtone j yet the uſage had been direftly 
contrary, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the time tht 
charter was granted; beſides, there is one general exception, 
which ought to be made, and which was actually the caſe at 
Hellſtone, that is, when the perſons to be incorporated, ap- 
ply for the alteration. © The alteration was at the expreſs de- 
fire of the inhabitants. At Abingdon the alteration was only 
appointing five juſtices to act within the borough of Abingdon, 
which if it could operate to iny purpoſe, muſt have been an 
improvement, according to the honourable gentleman's ideas, 
as five perſons were not ſo'likely to abuſe their power as three. 
Mr. Le- Mr. Howdrd ſaid, the preſent charter was leſs exceptionable 
ord. | © than the former; that the ſting of Sir Robert er's attempt 

muas extracted, and that therefore he diſapproved the motion. 
Mr. Fields. Mr. Fielde. The King can act only in curia, not in camera; 
__ ** therefore whatever were the intentions, the clauſe cannot have 

the effect apprehended by the mover of this queſtion. 

Lord Falt- Lord Folkeſtone ſaid, it was the intention which he wiſhed to 
ne. defeat; the practicability of executing ſuch intentions actual- 
* ly appeared in the reign of King William III. by means of King 
Je charters, ſeveral of which appearing of this tendency 
on trials of controverted elections, were voted illegal by the 
houſe of commons; — added, that if the — — 1774 

ke the language of 1683, it was becoming a member of par- 

jamen to talk the — of 1689, and cenflire ſuch inten- 

ons. * Ea 2 933 . 2 L | | 


* The queſtion paſſed in the negative. = mn 
Lord Fall- Lord Falkeffone moved, That the words (of the laſt motion) 
Foe, * coritanied in the chatter, ET cons ff 
9 wer of amotion, except by due courſe of law. Me | 
ar ops barge gl ers Wt? 
The Houle divided, Ayes 127; Nets 46. for 
We r hi . rik 
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Lord Folkeflone, apologized to the Houſe, that he ſhould Lord Folte- 

bring on a queſtion before the private buſineſs was gone Vene. 
through, but he wiſhed to make a motion at that inſtant, 
becauſe jt was the firſt moment that offered after the 
indirect negative put upon him on Monday. The Houſe 
then voted, that a clauſe, reſerving to the King a power 
of removing a returning officer, was not — — : 
that reſolution is upon the journals. He wiſhed the rea- 
fon of that vote might likewiſe appear. The reaſon given was 
that the King, &c. meant the King in the courts of juſtice. 
As he could not underſtand the clauſe in that light he meant 
to negative his own motion; tho? if it had a legiſlative opera- 
tion he would warmly ſupport it. He added, that he would not 
give the Houſe the trouble of a divifion, unleſs a previous queſ- 
tion was moved: in that cate he would. Moved then the ſe- 
cond queſtion of the former day, That the words contained in 
the charter do not reſerve to the crown any power of amotion, 
except by due courſe of law, 

Seconded by Mr. Poroys. 

Mr. St. John ſaid, the reaſon aſſigned was certainly the rea- r. S obe 
ſon for the vote on Monday, but the ſecond queſtion then mo- 
ved and now renewed, was like voting that an eldeſt fon is heir 
apparent to his father: therefore he moved the previous queſ- 
non. : LEE: ; 

Mr. Gaſcoyne ſeconded that motion, and added that it was a gr. Ga. 
dangerous and uſeleſs practice to vote abſtract propofitions : cnc. 
that the noble lord admitted the vote would not alter the law, 

pay then ſhould the Houſe, without any call, pretend to de- 

care it?! | 

Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, after what had paſſed the other Lord eb 
night, nothing could be more reaſonable than the preſent mo- Cavendi. 
tion; what the conſtruction there might be, tho he had but 
little doubt, but as the Houſe had declared there was no doubt, 
it was in a manner neceſſary to avow the principle upon which 
they had determined that there was none. 

The previous queſtion being put, there were for it 118, 
wainſt it 46. * 5 
A motion was made for the third reading of the bill to re- 
ſtrain the trade and commerce of the colonies and provinces 
of New Jerſey, Penfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South 


Carolina. | 

Mr. Hartley againſt the bill, as beyond meaſure cruel and w.,1,.:;xy. 
oppreſſive. He obſerved with great concern, that no' power 
Fas veſted any where to ſuſpend the operations of the bill, or 


i 


N 
N 
| 
N 


| 
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to abate its rigour, in cafe America were willing to agree 
to certain temporary ſtipulations, till the claims of one coun- 
try, and the rights of the other, could be fully aſcertained. 
Lord Nerth, Lord North made a ſhort reply, that it did not ſeem to him 
neceſſary that ſuch a power ſhould be veſted in the King and 
Council; that the operations of the bill would ceaſe, nay, 
indeed the bill itſelf exiſt or not exiſt, at the option of the 


Americans; for if they had a mind to ſeek the friendſhip and 


protection of Great Britain, which was a reconciliation he 

fincerely wiſhed, they would comply with the conditions of 

the bill, which were a free importation and exportation, to 
: and from the mother country as uſual. s 

Sir Vim. Sir William Mayne declared, he did not mean to debate the 

my” he principle of the bill, and only differed as to the timing of 
it; that he was not in any reſpect altered in his ſentiments, 
as to what ought to be the conduct of this country towards 
America, but only wiſhed, that whatever meaſures were pur- 
ſued, might be conducted in fo temperate and moderate a man- 
ner, as to induce the Americans to change their conduct to- 
wards Great Britain, He lamented that though the Boſton 
port bill was well intended, yet ever ſince the carrying of it 
into execution, things had gone from bad to worſe in Ameri- 
rica; to the degree, that at this moment the conſtitution of 
this country ſeemed to totter on its very baſis; that amidſt 
the greateſt provocation this country ever received, he wiſhed 
to ſuſpend the uplifted arm of power, and give the infatuated 
Americans time to reflect what they had been doing, and 
whither their frenzy, if perſiſted in, muſt carry them; that en- 
tertaining theſe ſentiments, he could not give his affirmative 
to the bill, eſpecially as he thought it would rather tend to ir- 

ritate than reconcile; that it would rather tend to unite in one 

f common league, than to diſunite the people of America. 

Mr. Rigly. Mr. Rigby pronounced the Americans to be in rebellion, and 
thought every Engliſhman ought to ſupport the preſent mea- 
ſures, which were intended to cruſh that rebellion ; but be the 
event of our preſent diſputes what 1t might, he never enter- 
tained a ſecond opinion on the ſubject, and that he ſhould ne- 
ver give up his ſentiments upon any motive of a remote view 
of the conſequences ; for as the principles on which the pre- 
ſent meaſure was taken up, appeared to him to be right, ſo 
upon a ſeco conſideration, he was reſolved never to de · 
part from it. He then entered into a hiſtory of the ſtamp 
act; ſaid it was the work of à great miniſter, and attributed 

all our preſent confuſions to its repeal. : 

m_—_— o Marquis of Granby. I riſe to trouble the Houſe with a few 

7 words on the bill now before it. I have ſat, Sir, during * 
* ——— — 
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courſe of two diviſions, without taking any part; even ſo much 
x giving a filent vote on any American queſtion : becauſe, Sir, 
25 ] will fairly confeſs to you, I entered theſe walls with preju- 
dices againſt the ſyſtem adminiſtration was purſuing ; I thought 
it was but juſtice to hear the arguments that might be urged 
on both ſides, to compare thoſe arguments, and draw my opi- 
nion from that compariſon, As to the bill, immediately the 
object of our conſideration, I think it in every reſpe& ſo ar- 
bitrary, ſo oppreſſive, and fo totally founded on principles of 
reſentment, that I am exceedingly happy at having this pub- 
lic opportunity of bearing = teſtimony againſt it, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner I am able. In God's name, what language 
are you now holding out to America! Reſign your pro- 
perty, diveſt yourſelves of your privileges and freedom, re- 
nounce every thing that can make life comfortable, or we 
will deſtroy your commerce, we-will involve your country in 
all the miſeries of famine; and if you — the ſenſations 
of men at ſuch harſh treatment, we will then declare you in a 
ſtate of rebellion, and put yourſelves, and your families, to 
ire and ſword, And yet, Sir, the noble lord on the floor 
Lord North] has told this Houſe, that a reconciliation is the 
lole obje& of his wiſhes. I hope the noble lord will pardon 
me, if I doubt the perfect ſincerity of thoſe wiſhes: : at leaſt, 
dir, his actions juſtify my doubts ; for every circumſtance in 
lus whole conduct, with regard to America, has directly mili- 
tated againſt his preſent profeſſions : and what, Sir, muſt the 
Americans conclude ? Whilſt you are raviſhing their coaſts, 
and extirpating their commerce, and are witheld only by your 
impotence, from ſpreading freſh ruin, by the ſword, can they, 
dir, ſuppoſe ſuch chaſtiſement is intended to promote a re- 
cncihation, and that you mean to reſtore to their forlorn 
country thoſe liberties you deny to their preſent poſſeſſion; 
nd in the inſolnce of perſecution, are compaſſing earth and 
ſeas to deſtroy, You can with no more juſtice compel the 
Americans to your obedience, by the operation of the preſent 
meaſures, by making uſe of their neceſſities, and witholding 
from them that commerce on which their exiſtence —— 
han a ruffian can found an equitable claim to my poſſeſſions, 
When he forcibly enters my houſe, and with a dagger at oy 
throat, or a piſtol at my breaſt, makes me ſeal deeds whic 
"ll convey to him my eftate and property. 
[Mr. Rigby having declared the Americans to be in rebellion, 
Lird Granby, in anfwer, ſaid, his ideas of rebellion were totally 
afferent from Mr. Righy's. If according to his ideas of rebellion, 
the Americans were in that ſtate, he ſhould be as warmly their ap- 
ment as he was now their friend; and then went on-! 'N 
aaye 
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T have a clear, a very adequate idea of rebellion, at 
leaſt — my own — ; and thoſe are the prin- 
ciples on which the revolution was founded. It is not againſt 

a war is directed, but it is the juſtice of that war that 
does, or does not, conſtitute rebellion. If the innocent part 
of mankind muſt tamely — — their freedom, their pro- 


ty, and every thing they hold dear, merely to avoid the im- 
an of "Sg I bw Sir, it may bn conſidered, what 
ind of peace and loyalty there will then exift in the world, 
which conſiſts only in violence and rapine, and is merely 
to be maintained for the benefit of robbers and oppreſſors. 
T hope, Sir, I ſhall be believed when I afture you that I am as 
warm a friend to the intereſts of my country as any man in this 


| 
| 
| 
- houſe ; but then'it muſt be underftood when thole intereſts are 


founded in juſtice, I am not attached to any particular acre 
of land; the farmer in Cumberland or Durham is as little 
connected with me, as the peaſant in America: It is not the 
a man ſtands on that attaches me to him ; it 1s not the f 
air he breathes that connects me with him, but it is the prin- | 
ciples of that man, thoſe —— thoſe generous prin- : 
ciples of liberty which he profetles, co-operating with my own, WW 2 
which calls me forth as his advocate and make me glory in n 
being conſidered his friend. As for my:elf, Sir, I am not in tt 
the leaſt aſhamed to avow that my attachment 1s to a noble 
jord, who has been, in my opinion, very unjuſtly reflected on WM t. 


in the courſe of this debate, (I mean Lord Chatham) I am ** 


not even perſonally acquainted with the noble. lord, I do not Wl 0 
know the inconſiſtencies of which he ſtands accuſed ; but this MW tf 
Sir, I know, I ſhall not ſupport his inconſiſtencies, I ſhall t 
only fupport him in thoſe principles, which have raiſed his 4: 
name to the elevation on which it is now placed in this coun- N 
try, and have fo deſervedly procured him the love and admi- [| 
ration of his fellow citizens. 

Sir, I ſhall not trouble this Houſe any longer, as this matter 
has been ſo fully diſcuſſed, though I muſt confeſs, I am not} 
ſorry a debate has taken place, becauſe I was rather deſirous 
of making a kind of political creed, ſome profeſſions of m) 
ſentiments on this very important, this very ſerious national 
queſtion. | 
2 From the fulleſt conviction of my ſoul, I diſclaim ven 


idea both of policy and right internally to tax America. 4 
diſavow the whole ſyſtem. It is commenced in iniquity; it — 
is purſued with reſentment; and it can terminate in notuung ,, 
but blood. Under whatſoever ſhape in futurity it may be re. nen 


vived, by whomſoever produced and ſupported, it ſhall, from 
me, meet the moſt determined, and invariable of 


poſition. |; 
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at Lord North to explain. He ſaid ſomething having fallen Lord verb, 
Is from a reſpectable quarter, (the Marquis of Grand which 

ſt he thought a charge directly againſt his honour, he would 

at vindicate himſelf from that charge: He inſiſted, that the re- 

t ſolution of the 20th of February, and the preſent bill, were 

= by no means repugnant or contradictory to each other, but 

i- WH on the contrary, were perfectly agreeable and conſiſtent ; for 

at the noble lord [the Marquis of Granby] could not poflibly 

d, believe that the Americans would comply with the terms 

ly of the reſolution, while they reſiſted the conditions of this 

S, bill, which were no more, than that the trade between 

as both countries ſhould return to be carried on in its uſual 

TE manner, that of a free exportation and, importation, He 

re next defended the meaſure on the principles of retaliation and 

re neceſſity, | . | : | 

le Mr. Alderman Saubridge ſpoke very ſtrongly againſt the Mr. Alder- 
he bill, obſerving, as it originated in manifeſt injuſtice, ſo it in- 44 Sato. 
he flicted a puniſhment to the laſt degree cruel and oppreſſive. 

n- He added, he hoped America would never tamely acquieſce 

n- do be dragooned, and compelled to ſubmit to terms as unjuſt, 


n, as the power which dictated them, was obnoxious to the 
in natural rights of mankind in general, and deſtructive of thoſe 
in W they were entitled to as freemen and Britiſh ſubjects. | 
ble Mr. Alderman Bull. I ſhall take up but very little of the Mr. Alders 
on MW time of the Houſe ; I will only mention ſome facts relating n Bl. 
am to one very important article, becauſe it has been the occaſion 
not of the unhappy diſputes with, and the violent proſecution of, 
his the Americans. I mean the article of tea. At the time 
all the Eaſt India Company had in contemplation the ſending a 
his quantity of tea to different parts of Europe as well as to Ame- 
m- 7ica, and to apply to Parliament for an act for that purpoſe. 
n- had the honour to be called upon for my opinion of the 
meaſure by a very reſpectable perſon in the direction of the 
ner Lat India Company, whoſe name I am ready to mention, 
it called upon by the Houſe. ep 
My opinion then was, and I ſtill think it not ill-found- 
ed, that the ſcheme was ſo extravagantly wild, that it was 
impoſſible it ſhould ever be carried into execution; but if it 
could, it would injure, not benefit, the company, as they 
could not ſend their tea to any market where it would bring 
ſo good a price as at home. Beſides, it would be an act of 
great injuſtice to the merchants here, who haye always been 
uſed to buy for exportation at their ſales. As to ſending tea 
to America, from a knowledge of their diſpoſition, the gen- 
tleman was informed they would not receive it; they would 
| K K K look 
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look upon it as ſent there, not to ſerve them but to enſnare 
them ; they would be exceedingly irritated ; they would moſt 
certainly deſtroy it. 

An objection was, however, raiſed, What muſt the 
company do with their great load of tea? „and how were 
they to raiſe the money they were ſo much diſtreſſed for?“ 
It was recommended to him to propoſe to the court of 
directors immediately to give out their declaration for two 
ſales, the one in March, the other in September, and to put 
up their whole ſtock in hand ; each ſale, on a moderate com- 
putation, would produce about twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds ; and, as they would be in caſh for the firſt of them 
in about five months, they, the company, perhaps might 
not be under the neceſſity of borrowing the fourteen hundred 
thouſand pounds they then wanted. The quantity of tea at 
that time in the company's hands was ſaid to be ſufficient for 
fix years conſumption, and that great part of it was rotting in 
their warehouſes. The real fact, however, was this: the 
company then had ſixteen millions and a half pounds weight, 
not any of which had been in their warehouſe more than a 
year and a half, and the greater part was of the laſt year's 
importation; none of it had ſuffered by keeping. I he con- 
ſumption, on the average of the preceding five years, was 
eight millions per annum ; fo that the company had in their 
warehouſes a quantity ſufficicat only for two years, and not 
fix years conſumption. | 

If theſe ſales had taken place, the price of bohea tea, 
the principal ſort in demand for exportation,-would have 
been reduced four pence or five pence per Ib. viz. from two 
ſhillings and one penny, the price it had ſold for, to about 
twenty pence per Ib. which probably might have encreaſed 
the demand for exportation and home conſumption together, 
even to twelve millions per ann. I am of this opinion, Sir, 
becauſe the four foreign Eaſt India Companies, viz. the 
Dutch, Danes, French, and Swedes, annually import more 
than eight millions, although it is well known they do not 
themſelves conſume near half that quantity; the remaining 
four or five millions they conſtantly import, for the ſole pur- 
poſe of ſmuggling it into England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
America. The quantity that we have exported on the 
average of the before-mentioned five years, has been about 
one million four hundred thouſand pounds ; but this would 
be greatly increaſed, the price being only twenty-pence, from 
which is to be deducted, for the drawback, five per cent. 
which reduces it to fifteen pence on board; and if we add i 
| this 
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this even the fatal American three pence, it will be only 
eighteen pence; this price might perhaps have induced the 
Americans, as before, to receive the tea from the merchants, 
though not from the company, and it would at once have 
put an end to all ſmug;iin,s, for neither the Dutch or any 
other company would think it worth their while to ſend tea 
to America, to be ſold ander eighteen pence per Ib. 

[ will not troubie the Houſe with any obſervations on 
on theſe facts; but I own I cannot be brought to believe that 
| the tea was ſent to Boſton to raiſe money for the company, 

o get rid of their load of tea, or to prevent ſmuggling, be- 
| cauſe each of thoſe ſalutary ends might have been anſwered 
| without injuſtice, or offence to any individual, 

The purpoſe for which the tea was ſent to America, 
aa the conſequence, are evident now to every man's un- 
| derſtanding. | 
; For theſe reaſons, amongſt others very forcible and im- 
portant, which have been mentioned in this Houſe, I hither- 
to have, and ſhall continue, to the utmoſt of my power, to 
ſupport the Americans, thus injured and oppreſſed by the 
cruel and vindictive meaſures of an adminiſtration, whoſe 
whole conduct breathes the ſpirit of- perſecution and 
popery. 

Sir John Duntze. The Americans had by their open vio- Sir Jb. 
knce and repeated acts of diſobedience, forfeited the good- Duntze. 
will and protection of this country ; and that it therefore be- 
tame neceſſary for us to retaliate, in order to bring them back 
to a proper ſenſe of their duty and dependence. | 

General Conway, condemned the bill in very explicit terms. Gen. c. 
4 He ſaid, to be conſiſtent, the Houſe ſhould either reſcind the vc. 
reſolution propoſed by the noble lord ¶ Lord North] on the 
20th of February, or ſuſpend any farther proceedings on the 
preſent bill, till the effect and event of that propoſition were 
e bacwn, otherwiſe we might poſſibly be infliting the moſt 
fevere puniſhment on people who were at the ſame inſtant 
2 acting in the ſtricteſt conformity to what was ſolemnly laid 

down by this Houſe as the — rule by which their duty and 
4 obedience were to be regulated. He concluded his ſpeech 
de vith lamenting, in the moſt moving terms, the unhappy 
ut Guided tate of both countries, and 3 his fears of the g 
10 dreadful conſequences which muſt follow, ſhould the ſword 
n de once drawn, and the whole Empire convulſed with all the 
horrors of a civil war. | 1 
to Mr. Rigby ſaid, the Americans would not fight, They Mr. Ritz. 

would never oppoſe General Gage with force of arms. | 
1 K K k 2 -— > os 
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Sir Richard Sutton was ſtrongly for paſſing the bill, and 
read part of a letter, [General Conway's] when he was ſe— 
cretary of ſtate, in confirmation of Mr, Rigby's ſentiments, 
[ See page 416.) | | 

General Conway in reply, that the argument of the Hon. 
Gentleman went too far, as it ſuppoſed that preſent meaſures 
ſhould be determined on former circumſtances, which, if 
applicable at all, combated the concluſion he was deſirous of 
drawing from circumſtances which exiſted ſo many years, 

Right Hon. T. Townſhend obſerved, that the noble lord, 
[Lord North] and his friends and adviſers, firſt created the 
neceffity, and then, defend the meaſure upon that very 


ground; that is, ſays he, we do a thing we ſhould not have 


done, our firſt eſſay being imperfect, and not to be executed 
upon the plan we firſt formed, it then becomes neceſſary we 
ſhould do ſomething elſe, if poſſible, more unjuſt than the 


former; ſo that, on the whole, we endeavour to carry into 


execution one act of injuſtice by exerciſing another, thus be- 
come neceſfary to give it effect, 56 | 
The queſtion was put, that the bill do paſs. 

The Houſe divided. Ayes, 192. Noes, 46. 

© April C. 

Adjourned the petitions on controverted elections till next 
ſeſſion. ' | | | 

The Houſe in committee on the clothiers petition of 
Witney, and a witneſs being examined, touching the in- 
creaſed price of rape ſeed, and the conſequent advance in the 
price of oil, uſed in the woolen manufacture. He ſaid, though 
the price was advanced, the quantity. of ſeed raiſed was not 
increaſed; that rape ſeed was moſtly grown in Yorkſhire; 
that great quantities were raiſed in Ireland, but that there 
was ſuch a heavy duty paid on the importation of it into this 
kingdom, that we were obliged to import it from Holland, 
and the Auſtrian Netherlands; but if the duty on Iriſh rape 
ſeed was taken off, it would conſiderably lower the price. 
He ſaid, the value of oil conſumed, as a ſubſtitute for tallow, 
as well as every other uſe, in London only, amounted to the 
annual ſum of 300,000]. | 

Sir George Macartney moved, that all duties now payable 
on rape ſeed, imported into this kingdom from Ireland, do 
ceaſe, * The reſolution agreed to. | 

| 45 April 7. 

Private buſineſs—In Committee to conſider of a reward for 


the diſcovery of a Northern paſſage from Europe to the uy 


1 Ans. 
ind Southern ocean of America, and to ſuch perſons as alf 
- Wl penetrate to the North Pole, 
. Adjourned to April 10. 
| April 10. 
. The order of the day to go into a committee on the bill for 
s Wincapacitating 188 voters of Hindon, | 


if Mr. Harris profeſſed his good diſpoſitions towards the bill, Mr. Harris 


of but doubted the propriety of going into a committee before 
the material parts, ſuch as the preamble, &c, were firſt prov- 
d, Nd in a courſe of parliamentary enquiry and examination. He 
ie believed, he ſaid, that bribery had been committed, and he 
ry Wlppoſed that the perſons meant to be incapacitated, were 
zuilty of the offences laid to their charge; but as the bill was 
nanifeſtly a bill of pains and penalties, the Houſe could nei- 
her determine on behalf or ſuppoſition, but when it was pro- 
weded to inflict a puniſhment, ſo ſevere in its nature, and 
ntenſive in its operations, it required the moſt clear, con- 
inciug, and relative proofs on the part of the proſecution, 
s well as that the parties who were accuſed, and were to be 
volved in ſuch puniſhment, ſhould be fairly and diſpaſ- 
jonately heard in their own defence. He was therefore of 
pinion, that the ſuppoſed facts on which the preſent criminal 
roſecution was founded, ſhould be proved before the Houſe 
ent into a committee, becauſe that ſtage of the bill always 
reſumed the facts on which it was founded had been previ- 
* ally proved. | | | 
tne 


entleman, was totally irregular, and againſt the known 
ms of the Houſe ; that the bill had been read a ſecond time 
ad ſtood committed; and that therefore the order of com- 
ere Witment muſt be firſt complied with before any objectionable 
this Natter whatever which it contained could be regularly 
nd, Mebated. | 

ape 
ice. 
ow, 
the 


able 
do 


not 


Hicient to warrant the accuſations which created the ſup- 
ed delinquency ; that it was unknown in the hiſtory of 
liament, in the uſage of the courts of Weſtminſter-Hall, 
9 criminal proceſs whatever, and the immutable 
"s of ſubſtantial juſtice, to condemn perſons on doubtful 


d uncertain evidence, much leſs upon no proof whatever; 
that therefore, purſuing the idea of his honourable friend 
little ſurther, he ſhould be againſt the queſtion propoſed, 
ug of opinion that the Speaker ought not to leave the = 

: I, 


d for 


Neſt 


Mr. Byng obſerved, that the propoſition made by the Hon. mr. Byng, 


Mr. Attorney General inſiſted, that the gentleman who firſt Mr. Artor- 
ke, was perfectly within order; that the bill was clearly a ng General. 
ll of pains and | penalties, and as ſuch, required evidence . 


424 
Mr. Byng. 


Mr. Alttor- ; 


Bey General. 


Mr, Fox. 
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Mr. Byng complained of the very diſagreeable ſituation he 
and the reſt of the gentlemen who ſerved on the ſelect com- 
mittee, and who drew up the report, ſtood in. He ſtated the 
difficulties they had all along to encounter with, and lament- 
ed the unhappy diverſity of opinions that prevailed among the 
profeſſed friends of the bill; but he was now glad, he (aid, 
that the maſk had been partly drawn aſide; and that the 
fingle queſtion came to be, whether the bill, clear of every 
ſecondary conſideration, ſhould, or ſhould not, he totally 
defeated in this ſtage. He then reminded the friends of Mr, 
Grenville's bill of their duty, and called for their ſupport, 
as it was demonſtratively evident that the preſent attempt was 
ultimately directed at that modern Palladium of the ſacred right 
of election. He ſaid, tired out, teazed, and thwarted as he 
and all the gentlemen of the ſame way of thinking were, he 
was glad that their opponents offered to meet them on fair and 
open ground; and no longer continued to harraſs them with 
difficulties and objections, as numerous as they were ill 
founded ; that the Houſe would on the occaſion be compoſed 
of only two deſcriptions of men, ſuch as were profeſſed foes tc 
corruption, and were determined to endeavour all in thei 
power to exterminate it with ſpirit and reſolution ; and thoit 
who as favourable to their power and importance, were re 
ſolved at all events to uphold it, and ſcreen the delinquents 
In anſwer to Mr. Attorney General's objections, that th 

reſent proceedings were without precedent in the annalso 
2 he deſired that the journals of March 172 
might be read. This being complied with, they appeared t 
furniſh a precedent full in point, which was the report fro 
the chairman [Mr. Oglethorpe} of the committee appointe 
to inſpect the ſtate of the Fleet priſon, when, without an 
other evidence, but what the committee furniſhed, the Houl 
ordered in a bill, for depriving the warden of his place, 2 
for — bim and ſeveral other perſons therein me 
tioned, 

Mr. Attorney General replied, and allowed, that the prec 
dent was in point ; but faid that mode of proceeding 
contrary to every idea of legal proceeding whatever. 

Mr. Fox 260%; Hat wo _ — bill, * ſevere upon ti 
committee. He faid, it had been objected to him, that 
had on a former night gone out of the Houſe, and ſpoke tc 
witneſs, who was going to be examined. He owned he d1 
and was proud of the imputation, thinking it his duty 
counſel for the culprit to do ſo, * 
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"WH Mr. Byng replied, though judges were ſuppoſed to be 
© Wounſel for the culprits brought before them for trial, he 
- confeſſed he was ignorant till now, that it was part of their 
duty to come off the bench, in order to inſtruct perſons 
charged with criminal offences to make their defence; and 
xompt them with the anſwers they were to give on exa- 
mination, | 


Sir Cecil Fray, Though he approved of the ſecond part 


county as an amelioration of the conſtitution of the borough, 
jet he oppoſea the bill, as founded on injuſtice ; the greateſt 
culprits being ſuffered to eſcape, and the indignation of the 


rndered them more eaſily liable to the temptation of a bribe, 

The Speaker then left the chair, and the Houſe went into 
committee on the bill; previous to which Mr. Fox preſent- 
d a petition from the Rev. Mr. Nairne, one of the perſons 
xopoſed to be incapacitated. This produced another con- 
erlation, relative to the hearing of counſel, &c. At length, 
he counſel being called to the bar, Mr. Thomas Dundas, 
chairman of the committee, aſked them, who they were 
wunſel for? The mode of proceeding took up a conſidera- 
ble time: it was at length agreed, that the ſeveral names in 
the bill ſhould be called over; and that the counſel ſhould 
pint out thoſe for whom they were retained. This being 
complied with, Meſſrs. Bearcroft, Phipps, and Macdonald, 
were ſeverally heard, as to the propriety of admitting Francis 
Meed, one of the perſons named in the bill, to be a compe- 
tent witneſs, The counſel were then ordered to withdraw, 
nd Mr. Byng moved, that Francis Meed be now called in, 


wmpetent witneſs, becauſe, as he was involved in the gene- 
nl charge, he ſhould not be brought to give evidence to 
wnvict himſelf. Secondly, though that objection were re- 
noved, his teſtimony was neither admiffible nor creditable, 
or his evidence going to prove bribery againſt his brother 
teQors, it would narrow the right of voting in the borough, 
ud conſequently inhance his franchiſe, becauſe that right 
would be confined to a fewer number. Thirdly, it was con- 
ry to every. rule of judicial proceeding in the courts- be- 
bu, to admit the evidence of a particeps criminis, as well as 
ltoſe of ſubſtantial juſtice ; beeauſe, take the alternative, a 
Witneſs thus eircumſtanced muſt have an intereſt, either to 
Reuſe himſelf, or accuſe others. And that, on the whole, 
as 


Houſe directed only againſt thoſe whoſe ſituation in life 


425. 


Cert 
of the bill, viz. the introduction of the freeholders of the V- 


Mr. Attorney General oppoſed this very ftrongly upon ſe- Mr. A 
feral grounds, Firſt, he inſiſted, that Meed was not & ag Gain 


Sir Richard 
one 


Mr. Sokcitor + 


General. 


_ mony is admiſſible. He obſerved, that from the nature an 


_out of the bill, or if that is 5 irregular, to read thK 
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as the preſent proceeding was in the nature of an indi. 
ment, to be followed by pains and penalties, it was never yet 
heard in Weſtminſter-hall, or elſewhere, that any one perſon 
included in an indictment, was permitted to give evidence 
againſt his accomplices, as long as he might be ſuppoſed to 
have a poſitive and immediate intereſt in convicting them. 
Sir Richard Sutton contended, that the learned gentleman's 
reaſoning did not apply, even though he were allowed the 
full benefit of the moſt ſtrict legal interpretation; becauſe, 
the crime of bribery, in no caſe whatever, can be ſuppoſed to 
extend further than the perſon bribed; his bribery being not 
connected with any man's, nor any man's with his. The 
whole 188 were bribed, it was true, but every man but him- 
ſelf, or any given number of them, might be convicted, and 
not affect him; and in like manner with all the reſt. So it ee 
was in every criminal proſecution whatever, where the proof Wl ac 
againſt one man did not reach another, which could never m 
happen in the preſent caſe. For inftance, ſays he, ſuppoſe Ml in 
one man indicted in Kent for a robbery, and another in WM th 
Eſſex; will any man, in the leaſt acquainted with the courſe WM th 
of legal proceedings, pretend to ſay, that either of theſe WM nc 
would not be a competent and admiſſible witneſs againſt the WI w. 
other ? 55 ſc] 
Mr. Solicitor General agreed, that competency and credibi- mc 
lity were things, though frequently attached to the ſame ſub-W the 


| „ totally diſtin& and ſeparate in their natures ; it is your ear 


uſineſs, ſays he, therefore to call the witneſs in, and exs - on 
mine him; but it is the province of the Houſe to judge, tha 
from the particular circumſtances under which he comes be- 
fore you, whether he be a credible witneſs. As for his com 
petency, I have not a ſingle doubt on my mind that his teſti. 


magnitude of the offence, and the impoſſibility of obtainin; 
ſubſtantial juſtice in the ordinary courſe of law, althoug? 
the preciſe forms of legal proceſs, adopted by the courts | 
Weſtminſter-hall, would not literally juſtify the examinatic! 
of the witneſs, yet it would be better to diſpenſe with them ol 
this occaſion, than permit ſuch notorious offenders to eſcape 
If any part of the Houſe {till retain a doubt, ſays he, the ob 
ſtacle may be eaſily removed, by either ſtriking Meed's nam 


names over which precede his, poſtpone them, and then eral 
his name, which will ſubſtantially correſpond with the uſu: 
methods obſerved by the diſpenſers of criminal juſtice, ys 
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they admit a particeps criminis, an evidence on the part of the 
crown. 

Sir George Hay replied to the general poſition, inſiſted on Sir Ce 
ſo ſtrenuouſly on the other fide, that the legal mode of Hy. 
proceeding, and immutable laws of ſubſtantial juſtice forbid, 
that an accomplice or a particeps criminis ſhould be permitted 
or obliged to give any teſtimony which might tend to excuſe 
or convict himſelf, or affect others in this manner. I allow, 
ſays the learned gentleman, that the rule, as generally laid 
down, is a fundamental maxim for regulating the admiſſion 
of evidence; but I know likewiſe, that it admits of many 
exceptions, one of which frequentiy happens in the court in 
which I have the honour to preſide, aſſiſted by the common 
law judges, that is, when ſubſtantial juſtice is to be obtain- 
ed, and no other evidence can be procured to affect it, we 
admit one of the parties accuſed, though under the predica- 
ment ſo much relied on in the preſent debate, that of being 
indicted for the ſame crime, not, as in the preſent caſe, for 
the ſame ſpecies of offence only. For this reaſon, as well as 
the utter impoſſibility of reaching the offenders, I would b 
no means adhere too ſcrupulouſly to inefficient forms, whic 
were deſigned to obtain juſtice and protect the innocent, not , 
ſcreen offenders; and as we are beſides warranted by the 
moſt rigid and formal mode of judicial proceedings, I would 
therefore adopt the mode propoſed by my learned friend 
early in the debate, by putting the queſtion of poſtponing 
on each name ſeparately, till we get to Meed's, and then eraſe 
that out of the bill or indictment, or whatever elſe you pleaſe 
to call it, which will obviate at once all the objections ſo 
much relied on by the oppoſers of this juſt and well-founded 
proſecution. | 

Mr. H. Dundas, ſolicitor general for Scotland, replied very Mr.H.Dua» 
warmly to the general reaſoning employed by the friends of 4. 
the bill, He contended it was as repugnant to every rule of 
legal proceeding and mode of judicial proceſs, civil or cri- 
minal, to permit a perſon to give teſtimony in any matter 
in which he was materially intereſted in the event, as it was 
palpably contradictory to common ſenſe, and to every idea 
of equity and juſtice, The learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
lays he, ſeems to think, that juſtice ought to be ſacrificed to 
obtain juſtice ; but for my part, I am of opinion, that fifty 
offenders ſhould be ſuffered to eſcape ſooner than one inno- 
cent perſon ſhould be puniſhed ; or which is the ſame thing, 
defore any one of the ſuppoſed culprits ſhould be condemned 
defore they are legally ON But ſuppoſe for W 
| ; == tha 
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that the evidence applied to this or that particular man, or 
0 deſcription of men; is there a man in this Houſe, at all con- 
verſant in criminal law, who will venture to aſſert, that be- 
cauſe one has bribed, another has acted as agent, a third has 
received a bribe; is there one member preſent, I ſay, who 
will contend, that thoſe different charges ſhould be conſoli- 
dated and made to apply ſpecifically and generally againſt 
every individual comprized in the bill? If the accuſation be- 
fore us means any thing, or bears any analogy whatever to 
proceedings in the courts below, the charge muſt be a charge 
ſimilar to a conſpiracy. Sure then, however zealous the 
romoters of this bill may be to carry a favourite point, 
ey will hardly venture to maintain ſo abſurd a poſition : 
it will not be contended, that any concert or previous com- 
municatien has been proved. Does not the very argument 
on the other ſidè, which fays, that no particular proof reaches 
further than the individual to whom it applies, evince the 
dire& contrary? If, then, no charge of conſpiracy can be 
ſupported, how is it poſſible you can convict 188 perſons in 
the lump, upon a general accuſation, which on the very face 
of it applies to all of them, or applies to none? | 
Yord North. Lord North ſaid, he was inclined to ſupport the firſt part 
of the bill, reſpecting incapacitation ; but he by no means 
approved of the mode of carrying it into execution, or the 
teſtimony on which the bill proceeded ; nor did he approye 
of the clauſe for converting the right of voting into a free- 
hold, which, when it properly came before him, he was de- 
termined to 6ppoſe. His lordſhip then proceeded to examine 
the nature of the evidence meant to be given in ſupport of 
the bill, and after condemning it very fully, obſerved, that 
the mode propoſed by the two learned gentlemen was totally 
impracticable in any ſtage, but much more ſo in a committee; 
for beginning with the names alphabetically, the Houſe would 
be obliged to diſpoſe of all thoſe, till they came to the letter 
M; and of all the names in that letter, till they came to the 
name of Meed, none of which the Houſe could in a committee 
poſtpone, but would be obliged to either retain or reject, 
without any proof whatever, For thoſe reaſons, he recom- 
mended to the gentlemen who were friends to the bill, to 
withdraw it for this ſeſſion; or if that were not agreeable to 
them, to drop the preſent bill and frame another feaving out 
the name of Meed, or any other perſon, whole teſtimony might 


be neceſſary to convict the reſt ; nor did he ſee any kind of 
material difficulty or delay it would occafion, for he knew no- 
thing to prevent à fimilar bill, clear of the objections ww 
CLETE n | 6s mn 1 . g again! 


rin. 
againſt the preſent, being drawn up, and preſented within 24 
hours. 


Col. Barre, though A friend to the bill, acceded to this Col. Barre. 


propoſal, , becauſe he. diſapproved of the mode of proceeding. 


Lord John Cavendiſh, though a friend to the bill, acceded Lord 7b 
to the propoſal, becauſe He diſapproved of omitting the can- Cavendiſh. 


didates. | 


Sir George Yono? accepted the propoſal ; but obſerved at the sir George 
ſame time, that the force of oppoſition, abetted openly by ad- Yonge. 


miniſtration, was not directed ſo much againſt the bill in 
queſtion, as againſt Mt, Grenville's act, to which this was a 
ſupplement, 


Lord North diſclaimed all ſuch ſiniſter intentions. He ſaid, Lord North. 


he had oppoſed Mr. Grenville's bill openly, and never under- 
band; that that bill had its own juriſdiction, that of deciding 
who ſhould have ſeats in that Houſe, which he ſhould never 
undermine or attempt to take away, while it continued part 
of the law of the land; that the preſent was a matter clear! 
and diſtinctly appertaining to the Houſe, on which the Houls 
ſelf were the only judges; and, that he was ſure the perſon 
who was the author of the bill, never meant that the Houſe 
was to be directed in criminal proſecutions, arſd on bills of 
pains and penalties, by the reports of its committees, He 
moved, That the chairman do now leave the chair, 

The Speaker took the chair, and a new bill was ordered to 
de brought in. 

April 11, | 


Lord North moved, That the Houſe do reſolve itſelf. into Lord Neth. 


2 committze of the whole houſe, on the 27th inſtant, to 
confider of the encouragement proper to be given to the fiſh- 
eries of Great Britain and Ireland. He introduced his mo- 
tion with diſclaiming any motives of reſentment againſt Ameri- 
ea, by the preſent meaſure, or 8 it either directly or 
indirectly to oppreſs that country. He ſaid, that fiſheries, 
well conducted and properly directed, were an inexhauſtible 
fund of riches; for while they extended our commerce, and 
kept open a continual advantageous intercourſe with foreign 
nations, they increaſed our naval ſtrength, and were conſe- 
quently the great ſource of that power, which gave us the 
pre-eminence over all the other nations of Europe. 


Mr. Burke thanked his lordſhip for the friendly diſpoſition ye, gurke.s 


he had now ſhewn towards his [Mr. Burke's] native country; 


obſerving at the ſame time, that however deſirous he might 


be to promote any ſcheme for the advantage of Ireland, he 
would be much better pleaſed that the benefits thus held out 
L1lz ſhould 
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ſhould-never be realized, than that Ireland ſhould profit at 


the expence of a country which was, if poſſible, more op- 
preſſed than herſelf. 

Mr. Themas Mr, Thomas Townſhend condemned, in the moſt pointed 

Jownend. terms, the narrow, weak, and ill- founded policy which had 
directed the Engliſh councils in refpe& to Ireland, ever 
fince that country had become a part of the Britiſh domini- 
ons; and recommended very warmly, an enquiry into the 
Rate of the Iriſh commerce and manufactures, in order that 
ſuch of them as did not immediately interfere with thoſe of 
Great Britain, might receive every poflible encouragement 

conſiſtent with the general intereſts of the whole empire, 

Mr. Conoly. Mr. Conolly drew a very melancholy picture of the preſent 

| ſtate of Ireland, and recapitulated many inſtances of the emi. 
nent loyalty of that country, and of the repeated proofs ſhe had 

given, for a ſeries of years back, of her readineſs to contri- 
ute, much beyond her ability, to the common ſupport, 
Beſides the merits ſhe had to plead on theſe grounds, he 
pointed out the abſurdity of ſeveral of the reſtraints laid upon 
the Iriſh commerce ; and endeavoured to ſhew, that ſome of 
thoſe were as unkind as impolitic ; and that there were ſome 
branches of trade, particularly that to the Levant, which 
| 9 be laid open, much to the advantage of both countries, 

ä and to the complete rivalſhip of the French. 

Mr. Burte. Mr. Burke roſe a ſecond time, and predicted the moſt hap- 
py conclufion from the dawning favourable diſpoſition of the 
miniſter. He therefore offered an amendment, by propoſing 
to inſert the words trade and commerce. 

Lord North. Lord North obferved, that the amendment ſuggeſted by the 
honourable gentleman, would introduce a maſs of matter, 
much too weighty and extenſive for preſent conſideration; 
that nothing of the kind was intended by the preſent motion; 
and, that it aroſe purely from matter which came out in the 
courfe of a diſcuſſion on the Maſſachuſets bay fiſhery bill, 
though he could aſſure the Houſe, that it was by no means 
diQated by a ſpirit of reſentment, but was ſimply taken up 
on the mere independent idea which the motion expreſſed, 
that of encouraging the fiſheries of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as an independent propoſition. This motion was 

agreed to, | | 

The Houſe then went into a committee to take into con- 
fideration that part of a bill of the 13th of his nt Ma- 
jeſty, which contains a clauſe for obliging the Eaft India com- 
pany to export, to a certain amount, goods and merchandize, 

of the growth, produce, and manufactures of this W 


* 


ung 


8 — a— YT — 


( 
c 
| 
t 
0 
F 
0 
2 
b 
b 
a 


. A. 1775. rr ." _ 
at Mr. Cowper obſerved, that ſuch another bill had been Mr. Comper, 
. brought in, in the year 1768, which expired at the end of five 
years, in 1773; that it was then revived for two years longer, 
> which was now near expiring ; that therefore he would move 
* the committee, that the ſame might be continued for a limit- 
er ed time, which he meant to be three years longer, till the expi- 
ration of the charter. | 

The arguments chiefly inſiſted on by the friends of the 
motion, were, that the excluſive trade granted to the Eaſt In- 
dia company, was a monopoly, for which the exportation of 
our own manufactures was no more than a reaſonable return; 
that as great quantities of the manufactures brought from In- 
dia were worn in England, it could be deemed no hardſhip 
to compel the company to export ſome of ours, by way of 
equivalent; and that the bill was not a new one, but had 
paſſed in 1768, on the fulleſt information, and had been form- 
ed on the plan of a bill of the ſame nature, paſſed fo early as 
the year 1681; the principle being the ſame, though the 
amount of the value of the commodities to be exported, had 
been confiderably increaſed, yet not beyond the proportion 
detween the trade carried on with that country at the firſt 
and laſt mentioned periods. | 

Jo this it was replied, among other reafons, that the ob- 
ligation laid on the company was in fact become a tax ; be- 
p- W cauſe, in the article of woollen cloths in particular, the greater 
he part of the export was an actual loſs, as the extreme heat of 
ng ! the climate deſtroyed them, and rendered them unfit for 

ſale, if not diſpoſed of within 12 or 18 months; that the 
he W evil was not barely confined to the Joſs, but it likewiſe 
er, drought the commodity into diſrepute, as no perſon would be 
n; a ſecond time a purchaſer of rotten cloth ; and that of courſe, 
n; it gave the French an opportunity of rivalling us in India, as 
the WI well as they had long ſince done in Turkey. 
ill, Lord North, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Jenkinſon, ſpoke for 
ans W the motion; Mr. Burke, Governor Johnſtone, and Mr. J. 
up Johnſtone againſt it. 
ed, The Houſe divided. For the motion 56 ; againſt it . 
re- Sir Cecil Wray reported from the committee, who were ap- 
vas pointed to review and confider the ſeveral laws which con- 
cern the relief and fettlement of the poor, and the laws re- 

on- lating to vagrants ; and alſo the ſtate of the feyera] houſeg 
la-W of correction, within that part of Great Britain called Eng- 
m- land; and to report the fame, with their opinion thereupon, 
ze from time to time, to the Houſe ; that the committee had 
y. come to ſeveral reſolutions, which they had directed him to 
Nr. report to the Houſe; and he read the report in his place, and 
afterwards 
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afterwards delivered it in at the table, where the ſame were 
read, and are as followeth, viz. | 

Reſolved, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the laws 
relating to the poor, in that part of Great Britain called 
England, are defective, and the good purpoſes intended by 
them in many reſpects prevented, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the preſent 
method of regulating ſuch poor, in ſeparate pariſhes and 
townſhips, is, in general, ineffectual for their proper relief 
and employment. | 
That it is opinion of this committee, that the money 
raiſed for the relief of the poor is a grievous, and if no new 
—— are made, will be an encreaſing burthen upon the 

ublic. 

r That it is the opinion of this committee, that a conſi- 
derable part of ſuch money is expended in ſupporting litiga- 
tions concerning ſettlements. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the employ- 
ing of the infant and able poor, in ſuch works as may be 
ſuited to their ſtrength and capacity, will be very beneficial tl 
to this kingdom. | h 

That it the opinion of this committee, that if the diſputes Ct 
about ſettlements and removals of the poor between one pariſh d 
or place and another, in the ſame county, could be prevent- 2 
ed, the great expences attending fuch 8 would be ge 
ſaved, the poor would have an eaſier acceſs to places where to 
they might find employment, and would avoid-the cruel and W nc 
ſevere treatment which they frequently receive from the con- a 
tending pariſhes during ſuch conteſt. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that if the poor ¶ ſu 
were to be maintained and employed at one general county I eft 
expence, thoſe diſputes would in a great meaſure be avoided, IW th; 
the ſpirit and intention of the ſtatute made in the 43d year of ſo 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth would be promoted, and the be 
. and proviſions therein contained better inforced. ſuc 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the eſtabliſh- I tcil 
ing 3 houſes and buildings, at ſuch places in each coun- IF the 
be beſt ſituated for the reception, accommodation, | 


n mme 0 ”_ 
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and employment, of the ſeveral poor and diſorderly perſons I ney 
Proper to be ſent thither, and for the convenience of their to 

ing duly inſpected and attended to, will be the moſt eaſy WW thi; 
and effectual method for relieving the impotent, and employ- I thi, 


ing the able, poor, | That 
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That it is the opinion of this committee, that care ſhould 
be taken, in the providing and eſtabliſhing of ſuch houſes and 
buildings, for properly claſſing and employing the ſeveral 

rſons admitted therein; for which purpoſe, and in order to 
the eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem of good regulations, it may be pro- 
per to inſpe& the ſeveral bye laws, rules, regulations, and 
ordinances, conſtituted in the ſeveral houſes of induſtry and 
public workhouſes eſtabliſhed under ſpecial acts of parliament 
within this kingdom, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that for the 
better government of the ſaid houſes, and carrying the in- 
tended regulations into execution, every perſon, having an 
eſtate of 100l. per annum, in England, and bol. per annum, 
in Wales, ſhall be a governor of the poor, for the county 
wherein he reſides, provided ſuch eſtate, or one half thereof, 
thall lie in ſuch county ; and that there ſhall be one general 
meeting of the governors for ſuch cOUNths on a day and place 
to be fixed; at which meeting they ſhall determine the places 
where the buildings before deſcribed ſhall be erected, and alſo 
what pariſhes ſhall return their rates and accounts, and have 
their 'correſpondence and tranſactions with each of ſuch 
houſes, according to their ſituation and vicinity, as near as 
conveniently may be ; which houſes and pariſhes ſhall be 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of the firſt, ſecond, &c. diſtri; 
and that there ſhall be one annual general meeting of the 
governors, at each of the ſaid houſes, on ſome certain day 
to be fixed; and alſo one monthly meeting of the ſaid gover- 
nors, at the ſame place, in the firſt week in every — on 
a certain day to be appointed by them; and that ſuch gover- 
nors may, at their annual meeting, elect, from time to time, 
ſuch other perſons, reſiding in ſuch county, and having 
eſtates of ſuch value in the dominions of Great Britain, as 
they ſhall think fit to be goyernors, provided the numbers 
ſo elected ſhall not exceed, at any one time, a certain num- 
ber to be limited for each county, which number ſhall, at 


ſuch firſt general meeting of the governors at — be diſ- 


tributed between the ſeveral houſes then to be fix 
they ſhall think fit, and election made accordingly. 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that the gover- 
nors ſhall, at their annual meeting, appoint ſo many perſons, 
to be guardians of the poor, for the ſeveral pariſhes, town- 
mips, and places, belonging to each houſe, as they ſhall 
think fit, having eſtates of 251. per annum, or occupying 
lands, &c. of gol. per annum, within ſuch county; but no 
perſon ſhall act as guardian, within any u, n or 
nds; _ place, 


upon, as 
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place, whilſt he ſhall be church- warden or overſeer of the 


poor for the ſame. 


That it is the opinion of this committee, that there ſhall 


be a treaſurer and clerk, and alſo a maſter and a matron, ap- 


pointed by the ſaid governors, for each of the ſaid houſes, at 
the firſt meeting of the governors after the ſaid houſes ſhall 
be fit for the reception of the poor, and proper ſalaries al- 


lowed to each of them. 


That it is the opinion of this committee, that the poor per- 
ſons, being lame, impotent, old, or blind, who are unable 
to work, or who cannot maintain themſelves by their labour, 
but ſtand in need of relief, ſhall be ſent, from the reſpective 
pariſhes and places where they reſide, to the ſaid houſes, and 


there accommodated with every thing ſuited to their ſeveral 


neceſſities and occaſions; and ſuch of them who ſhall be able 
to work, employed in labour ſuited to their ſtrength and 
City, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the orderly 
and induſtrious poor, who, from accidental ſickneſs, infir- 
mities, or other unavoidable cauſes, ſhall be rendered unable 
to maintain themſelves and their families by their labour, may 


have temporary relief from the overſeers of the poor, within 


the ſeveral pariſhes or places where ſuch poor reſide, with the 
approbation of two or more of the ſaid guardians, in ſuch 
manner as Jhall be moſt ſuitable to their neceſſities. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that ſuch of the 
infant poor, under the age of four years, who have loſt their 
parents, or whoſe parents are unable to maintain them, and 
ſhall be willing to part with them, may, by the direction of 
two or more of the ſaid guardians, be put out tonurſe in that 
or ſome neighbouring pariſh, until they ſhall be fit to receive 
inſtruction ; and from that time ſhall be ſent to the houſe to 
which ſuch pariſh or place ſhal! belong, to be inſtructed in all 
neceſſary duties, and employed in lach manner as ſhall be 
moſt ſuitable to their age and capacities. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that ſuch of the 
infant poor, above the age of four years, who have loſt their 
parents, or whoſe parents are unable to maintain them, may, 


by the direction of two or more of the ſaid guardians, be ſent 


to the houſe to which ſuch pariſh or place ſhall belong, to be 
inſtructed in all neceſſary duties, and employed as aforeſaid. 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that each of ſuch 
children reſpectively, when of proper age to be placed out 
apprentice, or to ſervice, ſhall be ſo placed out by the gover- 
nors; but if, at any time, their parents ſhall apply to the 
18 3 governom, 
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governors, to haye their children returned before ſo placed 
ont, and it ſhall be made appear to ſuch governors that the 
parents are able to maintain them, the governors ſhall order 
them to be returned, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the over- 
ſeers of the poor ſhall, in the laſt week in every month, ſend 
to the treaſurer of the houfe to which their parith or place 
belongs, according to the regulations aforeſaid, a true ac- 
count of all the expences incurred relative to the poor within 
ſuch pariſh or place, for the four weeks next preceding the 
week in which ſuch accounts ſhall be ſent, after the ſame 
reſpectively ſhall have been produced to two or more of the 
ſaid guardians, and allowed by them. 1 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the treaſurer 
and clerk ſhall make an account of all receipts and payments 
within each month, to be laid before the governors at their 
monthly meetings, and ſhall alſo make, and lay before the 
Governors at ſuch meetings, abſtracts of the expences in- 
curred within the ſeveral parifhes by ſuch relief or proviſions 
aforeſaid; pointing out the particular object of ſuch ex- 
pences, for the better obſervation and conſideration of ſuch 
governors, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the gover- 
nors, at their monthly meetings, ſhall inſpe& and examine 
all ſuch accounts; and if they find cauſe to ſuſpect that there 
has been miſmanagement, or any improper behaviour therein, 
they may order the perſons concerned in ſuch tranſactions to 
appear before them at their next monthly meeting, provided 
the place where ſuch matter ariſes ſhall not be more than ten 
miles from ſuch houſe, and then and there enquire into 
the ſame upon oath, and make ſuch order and regulation 
therein as to them ſhall appear juſt and reaſonable; if the 
place ſhall exceed that diſtance, the ſaid governors may grant 
an order for the perſon ſo concerned to attend ſame neigh- 
bouring juſtice of the peace, at ſüch time and place as he 
ſhall appoint, which ſhall be notified to the perſons ſo con- 
cerned, and ſuch juſtice ſhall in like manner enquire into 
the fame, and make ſuch order and regulation therein as to 
him ſhall ſeem fit. 3 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that for carrying 
the ſeveral purpoſes aforeſaid into execution, aſſeſſmments ſhall 
be made, by order of the juſtices at their genera: quarter 
ſeſſions of the peace, upon every pariſh, townſhip, and place, 


within each county, 2 to the proportion of money 
failed within ſuch pariſhes an 
M or m 


places reſpectively, and ap- 


plied 
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plied an account of the poor, upon a medium of the ſeven 
preceding years; the mode of aſcertaining the ſums ſo raiſed 
to be particularly directed, © Ee. 
"That it is the opinion of this committee, that the accounts 
from each of ſuch houſes ſhall be made up quarterly, and laid 
before the juſtice of the peace for the county wherein ſuch 
houſes are ſituate, at their general quarter ſeſſions of the 
peace; who ſhall inſpe&t the fame, and make orders for the 
ſums to he raiſed within the ſucceeding quarter. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that no pariſh, 
townſhip, or place; ſhall -be compelled to contribute more, 
in any one year, than ſuch average ſum. 3 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that if it ſhall be 
made appear to the juſtices, at their court of general quarter 
ſeſſions of the peace, that a reduction may be made in the 
ſaid ſevera] aſſeſſments, and that ſuch average ſum, for any 
pariſh, townſhip, or place, exceeds four filling, in the 
und, of the annual value of the lands, tenements, and 
ereditaments, within ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or place, upon 
a fair valuation thereof made by perſons to be appointed by 
fuch juſtices, at the expence of ſuch pariſh, townlhip, or 
lace ; then, and in that caſe, ſuch court of quarter ſeſſions 
ſhall, in all their orders for the future aſſeſſments, conſider 
the average ſum, for ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or place, at one 
fifth part of the annual value of ſuch lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, ſo to be aſcertained as aforeſaid, inſtead of 
the average ſum ſo firſt ſettled. RE 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that each riding 
in the county of York, and diviſion of the county of Lincoln, 
and each diſtriſt, city, town, or place, where' more pariſhes 
than one are incorporated for the relief of the poor, by 
ſpecial acts of Parliament, ſhall, with reſpect to all the 
Purpoſes of theſe intended regulations, be conſidered as diſ- 
tinct counties. I = 0 
That it is the opinjon of this committee, that theſe regu- 
Jations ſhall not take effect in any county, until ordered by 
two parts in three of the perſons qualified as aforeſaid to be 
governors, aſſembled at a meeting to be held for that purpoſe, 
after two months notice thereof given in the public news- 
pers circalated in that county, and ſigned by at leaſt fifteen 
perſons ſo qualified. £1 


April 12. 


| 
Lord North. Lord North delivered to the Houſe, by his Majeſty's com · 


' mand, the following meſſage. 
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« His Majeſty deſirous that a better and mote ſuitable ac- 
commodatlon ſhould be made for the reſidence of the Queen, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive his Majeſty; and being willing that 
the palace in which his Majeſty now reſides, lately known by 
the name of Buckingham houſe, and now called the Queen's 
houſe, may be ſettled for that purpoſe, in lieu of Somerſet 
houſe, recommends it to his faithful Commons, to take the 
ſame into their conſideration; and to make proviſion for ſet- 
tling the ſaid palace upon her Majeſty ; and for appropriatin 
Somerſet houſe to ſuch uſes as ſhall be found moſt beneficial 
to the public,” | 
h G. R; 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that his Majeſty's meſſage 
be taken into conſideration on the 26th, 

The bill for incapacitating the Hindon voters was preſent- 
ed, read a firſt time, and after a ſhort debate, whether the 
candidates who gave the bribes ſhould not be included in the 
bill; which paſſed in the negative without a diviſion, it was 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on the 26th. | 

The Houſe then went into a committee of ſupply, and 
came into the following reſolutions, which were ordered to 
be reported to-morrow, | | 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
fum not excetding 262,5371. 7s. 10d. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for extraordinary expences of the army, for the ſervice 
of the year 1774, and not provided for by Parliament. 


To almoſt every article in this eſtimate Sir William Mayne sir nn 
objected, either on account of the manner of remitting money Mayne. = 


to Boſton, which he contended might be ſent by a man of 
war, by which a ſaving of one and a half per cent. would be 
made on the ſum of 92,0001, which monſtrous ſum had been 
incurred under the head of extraordinaries at Boſton alone in 
the courſe of the laſt year. The other items he particularly 
averted to, in the ſame account, were 11,000. charged on 
a contract to Anthony Bacon, Eſq. for negroes in the ceded 
iſlands z 4oool. to the ſame gentleman ia another place; 
11,0001, paid for extraordinaries incurred in Scotland; 32,4001. 
in one article, for oatmeal for the uſe of the troops there ; 
11,0001, to Mr, Adair, the ſurgeon, and others, for ſeveral 
articles furniſhed to the army, with a variety of other item: 
of a ſimilar nature. Lord North and Mr, Cooper endea- 
voured to explain the propriety of the preſent mode of remit- 
ing money to General Gage, and the contraQts relative to the 
zegraes, and the providing the troops in America with pro- 
M mm 2 viſions, 
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viſions. . Lord Barrington defended thoſe reſpecting the ex- 
traordinaries incurred in Scotland for medicines, to ſurgeons 
mates, &c. but it was plain that their anſwers were by no 
means ſatisfactory; and that the accounts in general were 
very looſely drawn up, without referring to proper vouchers, 
and totally deficient in point of ſpecification. 

Sir William manifeſted a comprehenſive knowledge of the 
ſubject, and convinced adminiſtration, that in future it will 
behove them to come better prepared to explain and obviate 
any objections which may be made to their method of ſtating 
the public accounts, reſpecting monies not granted by eſtimate, 
but expending at their diſcretion, on ſervices of which the 
. Houſe muſt remain ignorant, till accompanied by the proper 

ſpecifications, and 2 references. Ihe committee alſo 
came to the following reſolutions: 

A That 3000l, be granted to the truſtees of the Britiſh Mu- 
um. | | 

That 5000l. be granted to the Turkey company. 

That 4346l. 10s. 5d. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment 
of Nova Scotia, | 

That 30861. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment of 
Georgia. 

That 459ol. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment of Eaſt 
Florida. 

That 5450]. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment of Weſt 
Florida. | 

That 188 fl. 4s. be granted for expences attending general 
furveys in North America, for the ſervice of the-year 1775. 

And 1,250;000]. for paying off Exchequer bills, made 
dut purſuant to an act of the laſt ſeſſion. 

The ſaid reſolutions ordered to be reported to-morrow. 

The Houſe then went into a committee of ways and means 
for making good the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, and came 
to the following reſolution: | 

Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the 
fum of 895,086]. 138. 104d. remaining in the Exchequer on 
the 5th of April 1775, for the diſpoſition of Parliament of 
the produce of the overplus monies ariſing out of the fund, 
commonly called the ſinking fund, be granted to make good 
the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 

the procaling reſolutions pee 
. The pr olutions reported to, and agreed to 
Fg og ing | rep Py — by 
Adjourned to the 25th, | 

4 ib April 
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April 25. | | 
Private buſineſs, 
April 26. 

Lord North acquainted the Houſe, that his Majeſty had Lord Nor. 
commanded him to inform the Houſe, that, if the Houſe of | 
commons ſhall think proper to make proviſion for ſettling the 
palace, mentioned in his Majeſty's meſſage, in lieu of Somerſet 
Houſe, on the Queen, in caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive his Majeſty, 
his Majeſty is willing, that, after the determination of ſuch 
ſettlement, the ſaid palace ſhall be annexed to, and veſted in, 
the crown of Great Britain. 

Ordered, That what the Lord North has now acquainted 
the Houſe with, from his Majeſty, be referred to the conſi- 
deration of a committee. 

Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid committee; 
and, after ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed the 
chair; and Sir Charles Whitworth reported from the com- 
mittee, that they had come to ſeveral reſolutions, which they 
had directed him to report, and are as followeth, viz. 

That the palace in which his Majeſty now reſides, lately 
known by the name of Buckingham Houſe, and now called 
The Queen's Houſe, be ſettled on the Queen, in lieu of 
domerſet Houſe, in caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive his Majeſty. 

That, from and after the determination of ſuch ſettlement, 
the ſaid palace be annexed to, and veſted in, the crown of 
Great Britain. 

That the Palace of Somerſet Houſe, which, by an act 
made in the ſecond year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, was 
ketled upon the Queen, be veſted in his Majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, for the purpoſe of erecting and eſtabliſhing 
certain public offices, 

General Fitzroy (Vice Chamberlain to the Queen) ac- Gen, Fir- 
quainted the Houſe, that her Majefty gives her conſent, that h- 
the Houſe may make ſuch proviſion, for ſettling Buckingham 
touſe, now called The Queen's Houſe, on her Majeſty, in 
leu of Somerſet Houſe, as they ſhall think proper. 

Then the reſolutions were agreed to. 

New bill for incapacitating the Hindon voters, read a ſe- 
ond time and committed. | 

Bill for erecting a Houſe of Induſtry in Norfolk, read a 
ard time, and paſſed, 
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April 27. 
The order of the day, to conſider of what encouragement 
may be proper to give to the fiſheries catried on from 
reat Britain and Ireland. Previous to the Houſe reſolving 
itſelf 
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viſions. . Lord Barrington defended thoſe reſpecting the ex- 
traordinaries incurred in Scotland for medicines, to ſurgeons 
mates, &c. but it was plain that their anſwers were by no 
means ſatisfactory; and that the accounts in general were 
2 looſely drawn up, without referring to proper vouchers, 
and totally deficient in point of ſpecification. 

Sir William manifeſted a comprehenfive knowledge of the 
ſubject, and convinced adminiſtration, that in future it will 
behove them to come better prepared to explain and obviate 
any objections which may be made to their method of ſtating 
the public accounts, reſpecting monies not granted by eſtimate, 
but expending at their diſcretion, on ſervices of which the 


. Houſe muſt remain ignorant, till accompanied by the proper 


ſpecifications, and neceſſary references. Ihe committee alſo 

came to the following reſolutions : 

A That 3000l. be granted to the truſtees of the Britiſh Mu- 
um. | | 

That 5000l. be granted to the Turkey company. 

That 4346]. 10s. 5d. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment 
of Nova Scotia, | 

That 30861. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment of 
Georgia. | | 
: no 45901. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment of Eaſt 

lorida. 

That 545 ol. be granted for the civil eſtabliſhment of Weſt 
Florida. | 

That 188 fl. 4s. be granted for expences attending general 
furveys in North America, for the ſervice of the year 1775. 

And 1, 250 ol. for paying off Exchequer bills, made 
dut purſuant to an act of the laſt ſeſſion. 

The ſaid reſolutions ordered to be reported to-morrow. 

The Houſe then went into a committee of ways and means 
for making good the ſupply granted to his Majelly, and came 
to the following reſolution : 

Reſolved, 'T hat it appears to this committee, that the 
fum of 895,686). 138. 104d. remaining in the Exchequer on 
the 5th of April 1775, for the diſpoſition of Parliament of 
the produce of the overplus monies ariſing out of the fund, 
commonly called the ſinking fund, be granted to make good 
the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 

. April > _ by 
. The pr olutions reported to agreed to 
the Houſe, iv . : — as 
_ Adjourned to the 25th. | 

tn 1 ie ba April 
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April 25. 
Private buſineſs. 
April 26. 


Lord North acquainted the Houſe, that his Majeſty had Lord Nets, 


commanded him to inform the Houſe, that, if the Houſe of 
commons ſhall think proper to make proviſion for ſettling the 
palace, mentioned in his Majeſty's meſſage, in lieu of Somerſet 
Houſe, on the Queen, in caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive his Majeſty, 
his Majeſty is willing, that, after the determination of ſuch 
ſettlement, the ſaid palace ſhall be annexed to, and veſted in, 
the crown of Great Britain. 

Ordered, T hat what the Lord North has now acquainted 
the Houſe with, from his Majeſty, be referred to the conſi- 
deration of a committee. 

Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid committee; 
and, after ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed the 
chair ; and Sir Charles Whitworth reported from the com- 
mittee, that they had come to ſeveral reſolutions, which they 
had directed him to report, and are as followeth, viz. 

That the palace in which his Majeſty now refides, lately 
known by the name of Ns pak Houſe, and now called 
The Queen's Houſe, be ſettled on the Queen, in lieu of 
Somerſet Houſe, in caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive his Majeſty. 

That, from and after the determination of ſuch ſettlement, 
the ſaid palace be annexed to, and veſted in, the crown of 
Great Britain. 

That the Palace of Somerſet Houſe, which, by an act 
made in the ſecond year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, was 
ketled upon the Queen, be veſted in his Majeſty, his heirs 
ind ſucceſſors, for the purpoſe of erecting and eſtabliſhing 
certain public offices, 


General Fitzroy (Vice Chamberlain to the Queen) ac- Gen, Firz- 
quainted the Houſe, that her Majefty gives her conſent, that -- 


the Houſe may make ſuch proviſion, for ſettling Buckingham 
Houſe, now called The Queen's Houſe, on her Majeſty, in 
eu of Somerſet Houſe, as they ſhall think proper. 

Then the reſolutions were agreed to. 

New bill for incapacitating the Hindon voters, read a ſe- 
cond time and committed. | 
Bill for erecting a Houſe of Induſtry in Norfolk, read a 
bird time, and paſſed, 

April 27. 

The order of the day, to conſider of what encouragement 


may be proper to give to the fiſheries catried on from 
reat Britain and Ireland. Previous to the Houſe reſglving 
itſelf 


PARLIAMENTARY A: i715. 


LordNerth, itſelf into a committee, Lord North obſerved, that when the pre- 


ſent propoſition was firſt moved, he wiſhed it to be underſtood, Ml t 
and explained himſelf fo at the time, that the only object meant Mp 
to be conſidered, was the fiſhery alone; but ſince that time appli. W 
cation had been made, and it had been thought reaſonable, that 
as ſeveral regiments ſerving in the Weſt Indies, North America, An 
and his Majeſty's Governments of Gibraltar and Minorca, X 
were paid by that kingdom, and by the law as it now ſtood, 
no cloathing accoutrements, &c. could be ſent from thence, Mo 
to allow ſuch cloathing, &c. to be ſent under certain re: 1; 
ſtrictions, directly from Ireland. His lordſhip next proceeded MW ir 
to obſerve, that the linen being the ſtaple manufacture of Mo 
Ireland, and it being dreaded, that the American non-impor. 
tation agreement might cut that country off from the annual 
ſupplies of flax-ſeed from North America, though, for his 
own part, he had no reaſon to think fo, as he imagined ſuch 
an unnatural combination, from the very nature of it, muſt 
ſhortly be diffolved ; he begged leave to ſubmit to the conſi- 
deration of the Houſe, conſidering the immediate urgent 
circumſtances which now preſented themſelves, if it would 
not be proper to grant a ſmall bounty on the importation of 
flax-ſeed into Ireland for a limited time, He ſaid he was fully 
aware of the ſeeming oddity of ſuch propoſal, and of the 
— and alarm ſuch a meaſure might probably occaſion; 
ut when the motives which induced him were properly con- 
ſidered, and that no fraud could be carried into execution; 
doubted not but the Houſe would immediately ſubſcribe to 
their propriety. He aſſured the Houſe before he ſat down 
that the indulgence given to export the cloathing for the 
troops ſhould be carefully guarded; and, that as to the 
bounties paid on the importation of flax-ſeed into Ireland, 
there could be no fraud, becauſe the parliament of that kiny- 
dom had already granted a ſimilar bounty, which uſually 
amounted on an average to 7,500l. per annum; thefore the 
certificates in one inſtance, would be vouchers to the Britiſh 
Parliament, 'to prevent even the ſuſpicion of fraud or impo- 
ſition of any kind whatever. His lordſhip then moved the 
two following inſtructions. | 
Ordered, *<* That it be an inſtruction to ſaid committee 
that they do conſider of allowing the cloathing and accoutre 
ments neceſſary for his Majeſty's forces, which are to be paid 
out of any of his Majeſty's revenues ariſing in the kingdom o 
Ireland, and are ſent from thence upon his Majeſty's ſervics,, * 
to be exported from Ireland, to the places were ſuch force 
ſhall be fo ordered to ſerve.” * 
| Ordered 
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Ordered, ©* That it be an inſtruction to ſaid committee, 
that they do conſider of what encouragement it may be pro- 
per to give, to promote the importation of flax-ſeed into 
lreland for a limited time.” 

The Houſe went into a committee of the whole Houſe 
won the encouragement of the Britiſh fiſheries, when Lord 
North moved the following reſolutions : 

Refolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following bounties ſhould be paid; that is to ſay, 4ol. for 
25 veſſels of the burthen of 50 tons and upwards, that ſhall 
firſt arrive from Newfoundland with a cargo of bank fiſh, and 
ot leſs than 10, ooo in tale; and diſpoſing of the ſame, ſhall 
catch a ſecond cargo of the ſame, | 

Reſolved, that 201. per veſſel, for 100 veſſels that ſhall 


next arrive as before- mentioned, be paid, 


urive as above-mentioned, ſhall be paid. | 

[Upon this he remarked, that the deſign of it was to en- 
courage the going aut early enough to make two voyages a. 
year, which was very practicable, He obſerved, that there 
could not be a doubt but it would be infinitely for the advan- 
age of this country, to make Newfoundland as much as 
zfble an Engliſh iſland, rather than an American colony; 
that ſ-dentary fiſheries ought to be diſcouraged, and the bank 
ſhip fiſhery encouraged, which was the great nurſery of ſea- 
nen; that the experiment was not an expenſive one, as the 
whole demand could not exceed 4ocol. a ſum not great enough 
to alarm any one.] 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following bounties ſhall be paid: 5gool. to the ſhip that ſhall 
bring home the greateſt quantity ot oil, being the oil of not 
les than one whale, caught in ſeas to the South of the Green- 
and and Dayis's Streights fiſheries ; 400l. to the firſt that ſhall 
wing home the next greateſt quantity; 3ool. to the next 
geateſt quantity, and 200l. to the next greateſt quantity. 
Reſolyed, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
duties on the import of oil, blubber, bone, &c. from New- 
foundland, &c. ſhall ceaſe and determine. 
| [He explained this point by obſerving, that while theſe 
mports from 1 were allowed duty- free, the ſame 
om Newfoundland, &c. were charged with a duty; an 
Wlurdity he was till lately ignorant of. | 
Reſolved, it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ties at preſent payable on the importation of ſeal ſkins ſhall, 
ale and determine, Le r 
3 5 | [Lord 


Reſolyed, that 10!. a veſſel, for the next 100 veſſels that 


44t 
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* [Lord North ſaid, that it appeared from Mr. Liſter's exa. 
mination, that many more ſeal ſkins would be imported, 
(See page 290) were it not for a duty of about four-pence 
halfpenny each, which they paid at preſent; it was there. 
fore thought right to exanerate them from that charge.“ 

Reſolved, it is the opinion of this committee, that it ſhall 
be lawful for the ſubjects of Ireland to export proviſions, hooks, 
lines, nets, tools and implements for the purpoſe of the fiſhery, 

[He remarked, that the Iriſh being tied from theſe exports 
at preſent, was in effect excluding them from the fiſhery, 
He however obſerved, that this 7 muſt be followed 
with limitations, in order to prevent a clandeſtine ſupply of 
the colonies with Iriſh manufactures.] 5 

Reſolved, it is the opinion of this committee, that it ſhall 
be lawful to export from Ireland cloaths and accoutrementz 
for ſuch regiments on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment as are employed 
abroad. 

[His lordſhip remarked on this reſolution, that as the Triſh 
were burthened with the expence of ſeveral regiments ſerving 
elſewhere, which they were ill able to bear, he thought it 
but fair to allow them to export the cloathing and accoutre- 
ments of ſuch regiments, which at preſent they could not do 
by law; that the export muſt be guarded very carefully 
againſt frauds, which would not be difficult, as the cloaths 
would conſiſt only of uniforms. ] 

Reſolved, it is the opinion of this committee, that a bounty 
of 5s. a barrel ſhould be paid on the import to Ireland of 
flax-ſeed, from any place whatſoever. oy 
[V pon this reſolution Lord North ſaid, that he had framed 
it much more in obedience to the deſires and apprehenſions 
of others than in conſequence of any he had himſelf. But 
as ſome gentlemen were apprehenſive that the non- export ition 
agreements of the colonies would be laſting, and have the 
effect of doing a great prejudice to Ireland, by witho!ding 
Aax-ſeed; and as it was found that the ſeed raiſed in Ireland 
was not ſo good as that imported from abroad, he had in 
compliance of theſe ideas come into the preſent propoſition. 
That nis own opinion was directly contrary, He was clear, 
that engagements ſo very contrary to their intereſts, could 
never be faſting ; however, for a limited time, he agreed to 
the bounty. ] 

Theſe reſolutions were all agreed to without oppoſition, 

The other order of the day being read, for the Houſe ta 
reſolve itſelf into a committee on the bill ſor incapacitating 


certain electors in the borough of Hinden. Counſel — ar 
le vera 


* 
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ſeveral perſons whoſe names were included in ſaid bills, were 
called in, and aſked for what perſons = were retained ; and 


it appearing that one of the petitions, ſubſcribed by 131 per- 
ſons, had not been referred, and a doubt ariſing, in what 
manner that informality could be remedied, Sir George Savile 
expatiated on the great hardſhip there would be in condemn- 
ing ſo many perſons unheard, on a mere omiſſion, proceeding 
from ignorance on the part of the petitioners. It was there- 
fore agreed, that the chairman ſhould report ſome progreſs, 
and move for leave to fit again; which being complied with, 
the petition was received by the Houſe, and regularly 
referred to the committee. | 
Mr. Thomas Dundas moved, that enquiry might be made, 
if Thomas Spencer, and John Becket, witneſſes, ordered to 
attend the committee, were in the lobby, and no ſuch perſons 
being to be found, he moved, that Tho. Howell, one of the 
petitioners againſt the bill, might be called in; and the wit- 
neſs having contradicted himſe'f in the courſe of his exami- 
nation, . to ſome expreſſions he had let fall, that if 
Francis Meed, ſummoned in ſupport of the bill, would ab- 
ſent himſelf from his attendance on the Houſe, Thomas 
Spencer and John Becket would do fo likewiſe, the ſtanding 
order of the Houſe was read to him, which denounces the 
diſpleaſure and puniſhment of the Houſe for giving falſe 
evidence or prevaricating; but this not having the proper 
ellect, Mr. Solicitor General moved, that Thomas Howell 
having groſsly prevaricated in giving evidence before the 
committee, be, for his ſaid offence committed to Newgate. 
Mr. Solicitor being doubtful in what manner regularly to 
proceed, wiſhed to poſtpone his motion till the Speaker ſhould 
reſume the chair; but Mr. Dunning urging the neceſſity of 
Immediately puniſhing the delinquent, as an example to the 
other witneſſes, in the courſe of their future proceedings, 
and ſuggeſting that the obſtacle of the Houſe being in a com- 
mittee, might be eaſily removed, by the chairman reporting 
ſome progreſs, and deſiring leave to ſit again, the expedient 
was adopted, and Howell immediately committed to Newgate. 
William Lucas and Henry Chant, were ſeverally called in 
and examined, relative to their being in company with 
Spencer and Becket the preceding evening, at the Star and 
(Garter, in Palace-Vard, after the riſing of the Houſe; and 
having in the courſe of their examination contradicted each 
other, they were confronted, and in the courſe of their fecont] 
examination having varied almoſt throughout from the matter 
firſt given in evidence, after an examination of full three 
N e hours, 
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hours, Mr. Solicitor General moved, in the like terms for their 
commitment to the Gate-Houſe. He was again ſeconded by 
Mr. Dumning ; and, as on the former occaſion, Mr. Speaker 
was directed to make out warrants for their commitment. 
Mr. Themas Dundas, it being now paſt twelve o'clock, 


moved, that the chairman do report to the Houſe, that T homas 


Spencer and John Becket, two of the perſons ordered to at- 
tend ſaid committee, had not attended, &c. but purpoſely 
kept out of the way; and the Speaker having finally reſumed 
the chair, and acquainted the Houſe with the ſaid reſolution 
of the committee, Mr. Dundas then moved the Houſe, that 
Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant, that the ſaid Spencer and 
Becket, for their ſaid abſence and contempt of the orders of 


| the Houſe, be ſent for in the cuſtody of the Serjeant of 


that his Majeſty gave the proprietors his royal wor 


Arms. 
I, April 28. 

Reſolved, That the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds 
be granted to his Majeſty, as and for the money laid out in 
the purchaſe of the Queen's Houſe, and in rendering the 
ſame convenient for a royal palace, and in conſideration of 
his Majeſty's palace of Somerfet Houſe being converted, and 
applied for the future, to the purpoſe of holding and keeping 
therein certain public offices. 

A bill ordered to be brought in, to ſettle The Queen's 
Houſe, heretofore called Buckingham Houſe, on the Queen. 

' Adjourned to May 3. : 3: | 
| | May 1. 

A Petition of James Layman and William Stone, on be- 
half of themſelves and others, proprietors of the Antigallican 
private ſhip of war, was preſented by Mr, Alderman Sawbridge, 
and read; ſetting forth, that the proprietors fitted out the 
ſaid ſhip, at an expence of . 10,453; and, on the 26th of 
December 1756, ſhe made a lawtul capture of the Duc de 
Penthievre, a French ſhip from China, valued at C. 335, ooo, 
which prize was condemned at Gibraltar, the 28th of p ebruary 
following ; and that, on the 2d of March 1757, the Anti- 
gallican and her prize, being in the port of Cadiz, the Spa- 
niards, with force and violence, ſeized the ſaid prize, with- 
out any reaſonable ground for ſuch procedure; and thay 
after various applications to the Spaniſh miniſters for redreſs, 
they, inſtead of relieving the petitioners, ordered the ſhip 
Antigallican to be alſo ſeized, which was accordingly done, 
on the 11th of Auguſt following ; and that the petitioners 
have never received the leaſt ſatisfaction for the injury; and 

* * the 


petitioners 


to the freedom of the ſaid borough, by birth or ſervitude, ſetting 
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petitioners ſhould be relieved by an article in the late peace, 

and that orders were given for that purpoſe, which were, by 
ſome fatal delay or neglect, never complied with; and the 

petitioners are well — that copies of ſuch orders, and 

other material papers relative thereto, are now in the late 

lord Egremont's office; and that the petitioners apprehend, 

that the proprietors, being Engliſhmen, have a claim of 
protection, both in their liberty and property, from that 

government which they contribute to ſupport, particularly as 

their caſe is a public inſult to the whole nation; and there- 

fore praying the Houſe, that they may be relieved in ſuch 

manner as the Houſe ſhall ſee proper. 

Mr. Sqwbridge moved, that the ſaid petition be referred to Mr. S. 
the conſideration of a committee; and that they do examine #ridge. 
the matter thereof, and report the ſame, as it ſhall appear to 
them, to the Houſe. 

Lord North oppoſed the motion; Said the mode of ap- LordNerth, 
plication was improper, and that the ſenſe of the Houſe had 
been formerly taken on the ſame ſubject, 

It paſſed in the Negative. 

Mr. Whitbread on the 25th ult. having moved the Houſe to Mr. Whit 
reſolve itſelf into a committee to conſider of the facts ſtated in a 
petition, then preſented by him from the reſident burgeſles of 
the town of Bedford, and from the burgeſſes at large, entitled 


forth, among other things, that the corporation had made, in 
one day, in the year 1769, upwards of 500 honorary burgeſ- 
ſes; and in the courſe of the ſaid year, 611, in order to anſ- 
wer certain undue and unconſtitutional purpoſes. | 
Sir William Mate moved, that ſaid order be diſcharged, Sir Millan 
He owned the facts to be true, but contended that the power Vale. 
of making honorary freemen was veſted in the borough ; that 
the motives to it, on the preſent occaſion, were laudable, as 
they aroſe from an intention to reſcue it out of the hands of a 
certain noble duke, who had obtained an undue influence 
over the elections for members to repreſent the ſaid borough 
in parliament ; that the Houſe was incompetent to enter into 
ſuch an enquiry z and that the Durham act muſt prevent 
any real or ſubſtantial abuſe of the power now attempted to 
be wreſted out of the hands of the corporation, 
Mr. Whitbread entered into a very long defence of the ori- Mr. Wit» 
ginal motion. He ſaid the grievance was of the firſt magni- breads 
tude ; that it would, in all probability, extend itſelf to every 
other borough in the kingdom, where the power of making 
tionorary freemen was exerciſed ; that it diveſted the real vo- 
„ | ters 


PARLIAMENTARY A.177e, 


ters of thoſe rights they were entitled to by birth or ſervitude, 
and transferred them to aliens and ſtrangers ; and moved that 
the proceedings of the Houſe, and the reſolution which fol- 
lowed them in the year 1747, might be read, wherein a ſimi- 
lar abuſe of the power of the corporation of Glouceſter, to 
admit perſons not claiming by birth or ſervitude, was direct iy 
pointed and effectually condemned. 
The queſtion was put, on Sir William Wake's motion, 
The houſe divided. Ayes 37 ; Noes 71. 
May 2 | 


_ - 

Two meſfengers belonging to the Houſe were examined, 
relative to their enquiries for Spencer and Becket, two of the 
witneſſes on the Hindon election, who had abſented themſelves 
and whom they had orders to take into cuſtody ; when it 
appeared they were nor to be found, . Mr. Thomas Dundas 
moved, that Richard Smith and Faſham Nairne Efqrs. be or- 


| dered to attend on the 8th, as he ſuppoſed thoſe gentlemen, 


- Lord North. 


from their intimacy with Spencer and Becket would be able 
to give ſuch an account, in the courſe of their examination, 
as would lead to their diſcovery. 

The Houſe then went into the order of the day, and reſolv- 
ed itſelf into a committee on the bill for giving a perpetuity 
to Mr. Phillips, in a rock called the Smalls, in St. George's 
Channel, for the purpoſe of erecting a light-houſe thereon ; 
and with a power of collecting certain duties for the mainte- 
nance thereof, in conformity to the terms of a grant made of 
ſaid rock and duties for fifty years, by his Majeſty's letters pa- 
tent, Some witneſſes were examined as to the- conſtruction 
of the light-houſe, its height, the deſcription of the rock on 
which it is to be erected, and its utility in preventing veſſels 
which paſs that way from either falling in with ſaid rock it- 
felf, or with St. David's rocks and Carmarthen Bay, on the 
Welft coaſt, or the Tufkards on the Iriſh. After the evi- 
dence was finiſhed, a debate enſued; in which, Mr. Rice, Mr. 
Mackworth, Captain Luttrell, Mr. Burke, Lord Folkſtone, 
Sir William Meredith, Mr, Whitworth, Lord Frederick 
Campbell, and Mr. Gaſcoigne, took part; when the queſ- 
tion being put, the committee divided. Ayes 37; Noes 32. 


Moy 3. 
Lord North moved for a committee of fupply, preparatory 


to his opening the budget; when he moved the following re- 


--  folutiens, which were agreed to. 


Phat perſons who on the 24th of April laſt were poſſeſſed 
of 3 per cent. annuities, ſhall be at liberty to accept 881. for 
every 100l. towards the redemption of t,000,000l, of w=_ wo 

| unds 
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funds or ſtocks; one moiety to be paid on or before the 1 5th 
of July, and the other moiety on or before the 20th of Octo- 
ber next, with intereſt to the 5th of July 1775 ; and for every 
Iool. of fuch ſubſaription, ſhall receive fix tickets in a lottery 
to conſiſt of 60, ooo tickets at 121, 10s, each; and the capi- 
tal ſtock of ſuch ſubſcription ſhall be annihilated, That 
books ſhall be opened at the bank, the 8th of May, from 
nine in the morning till fix in the afternoon, for the purpoſe 
of receiving ſaid ſubſcription, No perſon to ſubſcribe more 
than 20, ocol. nor leſs than 100]. and after the whole is ſum- 
med up, the ſame to be rateably divided among the ſubſcri- 
bers, in proportion to the NN of ſtock ſubſcribed, over 
and above the ſaid 1,c00,000]. of annuities to be ſo annihi- 
lated. 


That towards raifing the ſupply, 1,915,552l. 16s. 11d. be 
iſſued out of the ſinking fund. 

That 1, 250, ocol. be raiſed by loans on exchequer bills, to 
be charged on the firſt aids, to be granted next ſeſſion. 

That 15,009). out of the monies remaining in the Exche- 
quer the 5th of April, 1766, the produce of American duties, 
be applied towards maintaining the forces and garriſons in 

7 the plantations, 

3 That monies. paid into the Exchequer after the 5th of April, 

; 1775, and before the 5th of April, 1776, produce of the du- 

- ties on the importation and exportation of gum ſenega and 

f gum Arabic, be applied towards the ſupply. 


* He obſerved, that 3, 800, oool. of light or diminiſhed mo- 
n ney had been paid into the Bank, under the firſt act; that 
n 4,800, oool. had been paid in like manner, under the royal 
ls proclamation of receiving guineas not under five penny- 
t- weights three grains, nor more than ſix grains; that it was 
3e computed, that when the ſecond proclamation was iſſued for 
1= calling in all guineas under full ſtandard, that upwards of 
r. WW 4,000,000]. more would be called in, the whole amounting 


e; do about 14, co, col. and the expence of melting down, re- 

ceiving, intereſt paid to the Bank, gratuities to the country 
.- commiſſioners, and re-coinage to about 650, oool; that the 
. deficiencies on land and malt were computed at 450, oool. 

that is, go, oool. lower thaw they were the laſt year; that the 
ry whole of the grants conſiſted of the land and malt, eſtimated 
t 2,250, oo0l. the Exchequer bills 1,250,000]. the profits 
on a lottery 150,000l, the produce of the ſinking fund, from 
the 5th of January to the 5th of April, 886, oool. the three 
next quarters produce of faid fund 1,915,co0l. which would 
make the whole of the ſinking fund 2, Soo, oool. and . 
| aneous 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1775. 


laneous ſavings, with the expected produce of the ſale of 


French prizes 17, oool. and ſales of lands in the ceded iſlands 
50, O00l. taken together, would amount to 3co, oool; while 
on the other hand the ſervices were, the navy 1, co, oool. the 
ordnance zoo, ocol. the army 1,600,000]. Exchequer bills of 
laſt year 1,250,0col. army extraordinaries 270, oool. miſcel- 
laneous of grants and coinage 348,000). So that on the 
whole, the grants would be 0, 5 50, oool. and the ſcrvices 
voted 5,550,020l. which would leave a ſurplus of 1,000,000), 
exceis of grants, with which he propoſed to pay off the above 
1,000,000], of three per cent. annuities, for the ſum of 
880, oool. which laſt ſurplus again of 120,0col. would re- 
main to make good the deficiencies of the grants, or to ba- 
lance the 1c0,cool. voted for the purchaſe of the Queen's 
palace and Somerſet-houſe. His lordſhip then proceeded to 
ſtate the public debts, as they appeared on the 5th of Janu- 
ary laſt, compared with their amount on the 5th of January, 
1763. At the latter period they were 123 millions funded, 
and 13 millions unfunded, which, with the fractions, made 
in the whole 136 millions; at the former, funded 124 mil- 
hons, funded three millions, unfounded in the whole 127 
millions, paid off nine millions. His lordſhip did not ſtate 
the reſpective intereſts paid at thoſe periods, but generally 
ſtated the decreaſe in the following manner: total decreaſe 
on the whole 440,000]. per ann. and 20,00c1. by the preſent 
operation, in the whole 4/0. cool. out of which take for 
the navy bills unfunded 20,000]. and the Exchequer bills in 
circulation, at four per cent. 40, col. both theſe ſums, with 
the trifling diſcount on navy and victualling bills, would leave 
a clear decreaſe in the intereſt money paid to the public cre- 
ditors of the ſum of 400,000]. per ann. After he had ſtated 
the ſeveral ſums neceſſary to the explanation of the financial 
operation, which he was about to ſubmit to the Houſe, ob- 
ſerved, that the nation might think that the reduction of the 
national debt proceeded very ſlowly; but when it was conſi- 
dered on one hand, the very heavy burthens contracted dur- 
ing the late glorious and ſucceſsful war, the conſequent in- 
creaſe of intereſt, and that that war was entered into at the 
expreſs deſire of the people, joined with the numerous and 
ſingular advantages derived to this country, both in reſpect of 
commerce and territory, the nation uniting all theſe conſide- 
rations, had much left reaſon to be impatient or complain. 
The four great wars we have maintained ſince the Revolution 
(fays his lordſhip) neither originated from the ambition of 


of our princes, nor the corruption of our miniſters ; and the 
V 
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vaſt ſums expended, however enormous, or heavily at pre- 
ſent we may feel the weight, were for the moſt part laid out 
either directly in the protection or advancement of our own 
immediate intereſts, or in upholding thoſe, with which they 
were eſſentially connected. Our endeavours have in general 
correſponded to the glory of our motives, and the magnitude 
of our deſigns, as taking the lead among the great powers of 
Europe, by protecting others, ſecuring our own intereſts, and 
ſetting limits to the ambition of the enemies of both. The 
war commenced at the revolution, was a popular war; fo 
was that which followed about the ſucceſſion. The rupture 
in 1739 with Spain, originated entirely in popular motives. 
Iwill not, however, pretend to ſay it was as well founded 
as the two preceding, at leaſt ſo well timed, though I have 
no doubt that it might in the end become as neceſſary. The 
late war, I repeat again, was, if poſſible, ſtill more popular 
than any of the reſt, as it was .in the beginning undertaken 
without any view to continental connections, but purely to 
protect our ſubjects in America, which I ſhall ever think 
ought to be a very ſtrong incentive to them to aſſiſt us to al- 
leviate thoſe burthens we now feel, and of which they 
have been the primary cauſe. I will now beg leave to return 
to the ſubject that naturally falls more immediately under the 
conſideration this day, which is the reduction of this heavy 
load of debt, and the approbation of the fund allotted for 
that purpoſe to other uſes. A perſon of confeſſed ingenuity 
[Dr. Price] has written a pamphlet with great abiliry on 
this ſubject, and condemned the great miniſter [Walpole] 
who firſt deviſed the ſinking fund, for departing from his own 
plan. I admire the ingenuity of the author. I have partly, 
ſince I came into my preſent ſituation, adopted his plan of 
reduction as much as times and circumſtances would permit; 
yet I am far from approving all of what he recommends ; nor 
can I lightly condemn an able miniſter, of approved judg- 
ment, high abilities, and great experience, while I remain 
ignorant of the true motives which influenced his conduct, or 
perhaps the total impracticability of his acting up to his own 
ideas: plans on paper, or meaſures propoſed in the cloſet of- 
ten becoming difficult in the execution, or inexpedient, tho' 
they ſhould be practicable. Another very popular topic is, 


taking off the taxes from the neceſſaries of life, in order to 
relieve the lower order of the people. Beſides a thouſand im- 
pediments, that I ſhall forbear to inſiſt on, which might 
grow out of ſuch a meaſure, to obſtruct it, I fear it would 
not anſwer the ends propoſed, though every poſſible obſtruc- 
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tion were removed, becauſe the effect might be, that the tax 
would be loſt, and the revenue ſuffer, without the leaſt bene. 
fit to the conſumer, as means would be probably deviſed ſtill 
to keep the commodity up at the taxed price. On the whole, 
the va{t riches of this country, its extenſive credit, which it 
has never yet violated in reſpect of either its domeſtic or fo- 
reign creditors, its prodigious commerce, its ſurpriſing paper 
circulation, which muſt be immenſe, when it is conſidered 
that the money alone in circulation is conſiderably more 
than fourteen millions, as appears by the documents this day 
referred to; all this great ſyſtem of power, riches, and exter- 
nal ftrength, I ſay, taken together, with the magnificence, 
ſplendor, and luxury of individuals, induce me to believe, 
that though the national and conſequent annual burthens be 
enormous, they are far from being diſproportioned to our 
abilities to pay. I juſt beg leave to mention one circumſtance 
more before I fit down, to ſhew the difficulty of a haſty te- 
duction of the public debts, by the means we are neceſſarily 
obliged to purſue. A very able deceaſed miniſter [ Mr. Pelham 
reduced the national debt, by lowering the intereſt ; we are 
neceſſitated to effect the ſame purpoſe, by paying off the prin- 
cipal itſelf, our progreſs muſt be therefore more flow. That 
gentleman payed off twenty millions with eaſe, by only lay- 
ing an obligation on the annuitants, to receive their principal, 
or reduce their annuities; and the conſequence was, that 
they gladly accepted of the offer, and confented to take three 
inftead of four per cent. What was the reaſon then? and 
what would be the probable conſequence now? The funds 
were up at par at the former period; they are now conſide- 
rably below, owing, it may be preſumed, to the greater quan- 
tity being in the market, ſo that the public creditors would 
at this period be as deſirous of receiving their capitals, as they 
were at the former to accept of the reduced annuities. I do 
therefore recur to my firſt afiertion, that we mult proceed 
flowly in the propoſed reduction, or lay on new taxes, in or- 
der to effect our purpoſe with greater facility and expedition; 
for I repeat it again, there is no other method of getting at 
the principal, but either by reducing it directly by ſpecific 
payments of the capital, or by being able, by the rife of the 
fund, to lower the intereſt, | 


Mr. Harri. Mr. Hartley roſe chiefly to point out to his lordſhip the 


the laſt year, which produced à ſurplus of 2co,cool, or the 


impropriety of anticipating the produce of the finking fund, 
and of charging more on it than it would be able to bear; 
the manner of making up the accounts at the Exchequer for 


total 
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total receipt of one week, with part of the debt payed in by 
the Eaſt India company, having ſwelled the ſinking fund 


A. 1775. 


much beyond its natural ſize. That therefore the ſum it was 
now rated at, was conſiderably too high. He next entered 
into a ſtring of obſervations, relative to the ill-· judged policy 
of puſhing matrers 'to extremity with America, and the 
-probability, nay the inevitable certainty, of the interference 
of France and Spain ; and of a general European war, ſhould 
the ſword be once drawn again our brethren on the other 
ſide of the Atlantic. He concluded with drawing a moſt me- 
lancholy picture of the conſequences ſuch an event muſt 
produce, in its operations on our trade, manufactures, finan- 
ces, public credit, external ſtrength, and internal proſperity ; 
reminding the country gentlemen, at the ſame time, that this 
would in all probability be the laſt year they would even in 
time of peace enjoy the benefit of a 38. in the pound land- 
tax, though they had been prevailed on to give their ſupport 
to meaſures ſo evidently deſtructive of their own intereſt, and 
of the nation at large, becauſe they were in-the firſt inſtance 
to bear no part of the additional burthens ſuch meaſures 
were to create. 


431 


Mr. Vyner anſwered, that he was certain the landed gentle- Mr. Yyner. 


men were not actuated by the motives imputed to them by the 
honourable gentleman ; (Mr. Hartley] but purely from the 
apparent neceſſity of the meaſure itſelf, in ſupport of which 
they were ready to riſque — event whatever, ſooner than 
forego thoſe — of trade and riches which were inſepa- 
rably involved inthe ſupremacy of Great Britain over her colo- 
nies ; for were that once given upthe others would ſoon follow. 
In ſupport of ſuch a cauſe, therefore, he was willing to pay 
not only 4s. but 148. in the pound: and as he entertained 
not a ſingle doubt but we ſhould prevail in the conteſt, we 
ought to oblige America to pay the expence ſhe had wanton- 
ly put us to, and which would likewiſe enable us to 22 
back our quondam peace eſtabliſhment, that of a land tax o 
28. in the pound. | 


Mr. T. Townſhend, after condemning the bad policy of te- Mr. T4, 
ducing the land Tax, from 48. to 38. in the pound, fome years Tuned. 


lince, as one great means of retarding the reduction of the 
national debt, obſerved upon two items, for which his lord- 
ſhip took credit; one was a ſum of 17,0001. charged on the 
ſale of French prizes in the Weſt Indies, the other a ſum of 
50, oool. ſaid to be the produce of ſales of the lands in the ced- 
ed iſlands, which have been voted regularly, year after year, 

; "le O00 ä | | 4ance 
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fince 1771; and had as regularly returned into the ways and 
means, without a ſhilling of them being actually brought to 
the credit of public account. 
Lord North replied, that one honourable gentleman ſeem- 
ed to delight in drawing a gloomy picture of the dreadful 
conſequences of breaking with America, He ſaid the pre- 


dicted evils would be eaſily averted, by America returning to 


Gov. Jobn« 
fone, 7 


its duty. There had been an offer made which would at 
once obviate all difficulties, if they were ſincere; if not, and 
that they ſhould pertinaciouſly refuſe terms virtually corre- 
ſpondent to their own ideas, the queſtion would then be a ve- 
ry ſimple one; that is, whether they were to be independent, 
or whether we ſhould avail ourſelves of thoſe rights we were 
indubrtably entitled to, in order to ſecure to the nation thoſe 
great benefits derived from our trade and commerce with that 
country, which muſt be for ever loft, if we acquieſced in ths 
unreaſonable and unnatural claims it now ſet up. As to the 
honourable gentleman's fears reſpecting a breach with our 


colonies being productive of a French and-Spaniſh war, his 


lordſhip replied, that the wiſdom and prudence of the French 
Miniſter would prevent him, as a friend to the intereſt of his 
country, to hazard any ſuch experiment; nevertheleſs, 
France was an opulent, powerful nation, abounding in native 
wealth, and internal ſtrength, and might break with us, ei- 
ther now, or in the event of an American civil war, if ſhe 
pleaſed, nor could he ſee how any mode of ſtating an ac- 
count of debtor and creditor on the preſent occaſion, could 
bly prevent it. - 
Governor Foehn/tone clofed the P obſerving, 
that though his lordſhip was no conjurer, to & miracles 
by ſtating an account, it had always been cuſtomary with the 
miniſter, on this day, to give a kind of ſtate of the nation, 
both reſpecting her — the terms ſhe ſtood on with fo- 
reign powers, and the general poſture of affairs in Europe. 


This mode had been likewiſe adopted by his lordſhip uniform- 


Iy, ſince his coming into office ; it was a matter of the fit 
conſequence to the'commercial part of the nation, as a means 
of promoting public and private impoſition, by preventing 
artful men from improperly operating on our funds. The 


reaſon of the thing was as clear, he ſaid, as the cuſtom was 
inyariable; and is it not for this very-purpoſe, ſays he, that 
you admit the merchants and traders of London this day into 
your gallery. 'Befides, I remember on the laſt occaſion of 
this kind, how much this houſe was edified, by the exten- 


five knowledge, and minute information given by the = 
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lord, reſpecting the political ſtate of France, her annual reve- 
nues, incumbrances, &c. ¶ Se the Parliamentary Debates for 
1774, page 255, Sc.] Then it was poor, weak, ruined, bankrupt 
France, unable to lift her head. Now, within twelve months, 
the face of things are changed; fhe is rich, powerful, and 
opulent; and we are told that we have no other aſſurance of 
the preſervation of the publie tranquility, not even for a day, 
or an hour, but the wiſdom of her councils, and the prudence 
and political diſcretion of her miniſters. Whatever I might 


have thought of his lordſhip's former account, I certainly a- 


gree with him in the latter; and though the adminiſtration in 
that country be nat yet formed, ſo as to act upon any perma- 
nent ſyſtem, I believe as ſoon as that event takes place, we 
may expect to be engaged in a war with the two branches of 
the houſe of Bourbon; and I believe, likewiſe, the preſent 
approaching breach with our colonies, will be the means of 
accelerating it, | h | 
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French prize money 17.000 
Sale of the ceded iſlands $50,000 
Sundry ſurpluſſes in 

the Exchequer, con- 
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May 4. 5 
Order of the day for taking into conſideration the report 
from the ſelect committee appointed to try the Shafteſbury 


= Gergeelection, Sir George Lange, chairman of that committee, 


— 


obſerved, that as the miniſter had ſaid the parliament would 
riſe on the 25th, he ſhould move, that the conſideration of 
the report be deferred till early in the next ſeſſion. He 
thought it, however, neceſſary, iv order to ſhew the pro- 
priety of the reſolut ians reparted and agreed to by the Houſe, 
that ſuch parts of the minutes of the evidence taken before 
the committee, as proved the bribery and corruption, and 
pointed out the magnitude and extent ſo as to make them 
worthy of the confideration af parliament, ſhould be read. 
The fame being read accordingly, he moved further, that the 
Speaker do not iflue his writ for ęlecting another burgels to 
repreſent ſaid boraugh in parliament till after the next receſs. 
Some doubt ariſing, relative to the canſtrucion of the late act 
for empowering the Speaker to iſſue his writ, notwithſtanding 
any 


ſe 
ſe 
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any prorogation or adjournment of the Houſe, it was at 
length agreed, to bring in a bill to amend and explain the ſaid 
act; or rather to ſuſpend it, with regard to Shaftſbury only: 
which was agreed to, 

The Britiſh and Iriſh fiſhery bill, was preſented, and read, 
No debate, | n 

The bill to permit the exportation of woollen cloth, for the 
uſe of ſuch of his Majeſty's troops on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, 
as ſerve out of that kingdom, in his Majeſty's garriſons 
abroad, or the plantations in North America, or the Britiſh 
Iſlands in the Weſt Indies, preſented, and read, No debate. 

The five reſolutions from the committee of ſupply yeſterday, 
reported and agreed to. 

Mr. Pulteney objected to one of the items, reſpecting the Mr. P 
recoinage, in which 40, oool. had been allowed to the bank, "9: 
while in his apipion, the whole of the operation, inſtead of 
being made a cauſe of laying an additional burthen on the 
public, was a matter of great favour to the bank, as it gave 
them the temporary means of upholding their credit, which 
at the time reſted but upon a very precarious and weak 
foundation. | | 

Lord North anſwered by arithmetical computations of flux» Lord North. 
ing the coin, and rendering it into bars or ingots, intereſt 
ariſing on the money returned, &c, 

Mr. Pwlteney replied generally, that a turn was to be ſerv- Nr, page 
ed, no matter how dear the public was to pay for it. ny. 

May 5 


Private buſineſs. 

Adjourned to May 8. 

May 8. 

General Smyth being called in, and aſked where he had 1aft 
ſeen Becket or Spencer; he replied, he underſtood that he 
was not obliged to anſwer any queſtion which might lead to 
criminate himſelf ; that therefore, with the indulgence of 
the Houſe, he choſe to decline it. He was then aſked, when 
he had laſt ſeen them; he replied, not ſince Monday three 
weeks, the 16th of April. WE: | 
Captain Nairne called in, and examined in the ſame man- 
ner. The purport of his replies was, that he had not feen 
Becket or Spencer ſince he was in their company at the Star 
and Garter in Palace-Vard, the day before they abſented 
themſelves. | 

This ſhort examination being finiſhed, Mr. Dundas obſer- , 9e 
ved, that as the ſeſſion was drawing to a cloſe, and that there dan. 
vas no probability that the witneſles would attend during the 
| remainder 
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remainder of the preſent ſeffion, and if they ſhould, that it 
would be too late, he meant to move the Houſe, were it agree- 
able to the friends of the bill, that the further conſideration 
of it ſhould be deferred till next ſeſſion. 

Mr. Byng ſaid, that for his own part he was well ſatisfied 
of the propriety of what was now offered, but he ſhould be 
extremely ſorry that᷑ any idea ſhould prevail either within or 
without doors, that it was intended to give up the bill, be- 


cauſe, for want of neceſſary evidence, it might be thought 


prudent to poſtpone the further conſideration till the time 
now propoſed. x 

— E now aroſe in what manner to proceed, and a mem- 
ber having ſuggeſted that the order be diſcharged, and ano- 
ther, that the further conſideration of the bill be put off 
for three months. 

Sir George Yonge obſerved, that from the nature of the bu- 
fineſs, the expectations of the public, and the peculiar man- 
ner the Houſe were called upon to exert themſelves, an ad- 
journment of three months would be extremely improper, as 
it might import that all further proceedings were at an end; 
inſtead therefore of adjourning the buſineſs generally, or 
for three months, which would be in fact deſerting the prin- 
ciple the gentlemen of the committee and the Houſe had hi- 
therto acted on, he recommended ſome ſpecific declaration or 


| reſolution of the Houſe, which would convince the public 
that neither one nor the other had the moſt diſtant intention of 


Mr. Fox. 


ſtopping ſhort in their enquiries towards the attainment of 
juſtice, but on the contrary were determined to puniſh the 
delinquents of every fize and complexion, by way of exam- 


ple, to the very utmoſt, 
Mr. Dundas then moved, that the order be diſcharged, and 


that the report from the committee be taken into conſidera- 


tion as early as poſſible next ſeſſion. 
Mr. Byng obſerved, that though the Houſe could not, for 
want of evidence, go through with the bill, yet it became 
highly incumbent on them to leave nothing undone that was 
within their power; he therefore moved, that no writ be iſ- 
ſued for electing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament till after the 
ſaid report be taken into conſideration. | 

Mr. Fox condemned this mode of proceeding loudly, and 
in the courſe of a very warm ſpeech, — that the Houſe 
had Joſt all power and energy, and that their orders were con- 
temned. He attributed this humiliating ſituation to the uni- 


ted conduct of ſuch as profeſs themſelves the friends of popu- 
larity, and thoſe who were reſolved to keep their places at all 


events, 
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events, by which means the rights and privileges of the Houſe 
of Commons had been ſhamefully betrayed. He inſtanced 
the caſe of J. Miller, the printer of the London Evening, 
the conduct of the city magiſtrates on that occaſion, and the 
timid behaviour of adminiſtration, who after appointing a 


committee, and putting the gentlemen who ſerved on it to an 


infinite deal of trouble, permitted the offenders to eſcape 
with impunity, or rather to go off in triumph. 


Mr. Solicitor General replied to Mr. Fox, and endeavoured to Mr. Seljcitor 
ſhew the abſurdity of his mode of arguing, by adviſing the ©4544 


Houſe to ſtop all further proceedings, becauſe the witneſſes 
kept out of the way. He was inclined to think, be ſaid, 
that the contempt now ſhewn ought to induce the Houſe to 
act with ſpirit and vigour, and inſtead of permitting the writs 
to be iſſued, the only event, he ſuppoſed, the offenders and 
their friends wiſhed for, he would recommend that ſome ſig- 
nal mark of the diſpleaſure of the Houſe ought to be ex- 
preſſed againſt thoſe who directly refuſed to obey its orders, 
He then moved, that an addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty 
for iſſuing a proclamation, and offering a reward for appre- 
hending of Thomas Spencer, and Joba Becket, This was 
agreed to nem. cen. 


The Houſe was preparing to riſe, when Mr. Grenville ob- Mr. Gra- 
ſerved, that however deſirous the Houſe might be to puniſh 1 
the great offenders, he would be much better pleaſed as to 


the merits of the buſineſs at large, they were dealt with ac- 
cording to law ; that in his opinion the bribers were much 
more criminal than the bribed; that while thoſe who occaſi- 
oned the miſchief were ſuffered to eſcape, it would be to no 
purpoſe to puniſh the inferior actors and inſtruments; and 
that on the whole, conſidering every reſolution as an ex 7 

facto law, enacted for the particular purpoſe, he would he 
much better pleaſed” to have the delinguents ſuffer by the 
weight of the laws already in being, He added, that it re- 
quired no proof, no evidence, and could occaſien no diverſity 
of opinion; for the ground of the motions he intended zo 
make were plain and ſimple, and founded jn the reſolutions of 
the Houſe itfelf, for they grew out of thoſe of the 2 3d of Fe- 
bruary, and the 22 order renewed at the commencegnent 
of every ſeſſion, He then moved, that the four feſglutiona 
of the 23d of February might be 1x2d, which declare the 
four candidatas at the ion for members to ſetye in 
parliament far the Borough of Hindon, ta baye been guilty 
of bribery, and the next the ſtanding order ff of 
December, which ordains, that any perſon who ſhall be found 
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guilty of bribery ſhall be proſecuted to the utmoſt extent, 
This being complied with, he moved, in the words of the 
reſolution, that for his ſaid offence the Attorney General be 
ordered to proſecute Richard Smyth, Eſq. 

Sir John Mrotteſley ſaid, he would — i in the next ſeſſion 
move for leave to bring in a bill, to diſqualify in future any 


perſon from fitting in parliament, who ſhall be convicted 


of bribery, before any of the committees choſen to determine 


controverted elections. 


Mr. Dunning objected to an indiſcriminate proſecution, 28 


he contended that the offences differed, and that in particular 
the ſuppoſed criminality of Mr. Beckford was very doubtful, 


and far from being ſatisfactory. 
Mr. Grenville replied, that Mr. Beckford's caſe reſted on 
the ſame ground with the reſt, for the act againſt bribery 


makes no difference between actual bribery and a promiſe to 


bribe. | 

Mr. Dunning urged the impropriety of proſecuting on the 
ſtatute, in order to recover the penalties ; but ſaid, he preſu- 
med the proſecution would be carried on againſt the offence, 


as it ſtood by common law, in which event it would anſwer ve- 


ry little purpoſe; as, after conviction, it would lie in the breaſt 


M-. Gren- 
vi le. 


of the court to inflict what degree of puniſhment they plea- 
ſed, ſuch as a fine of 5s. or a month's impriſonment. 
Mr, Grenville anſwed that it was no part of his motion to 


direct the mode of proſecution ; that all the Houſe meant to 


do, was to give directions for carring it on, but he could ſee 
no impropriety in proſecuting on the ſtatute, nor of applying 
the penalties, 1f recovered, towards defraying the expence. 


Hon. Ten- Hon. Mr. Temple Luttrell. However ſeriouſly the buſineſs 
tle Latrrelle of this day may end, I can'but'obſerve as a ſcene truly farci- 


cal, the air of ſurprize and of abhorrence which certain gen- 
tlemen facing me put on at hearing of bribery in a borough 
election 222 like the ſtern legiſlators of old, who 


' were to decide upon a crime againſt which the law had pro- 
' vided no puniſhment, holding it of too black a dye for hu- 
man nature to commit. te | 


Sir, I have always underftood candor and moderation to 
be among the beſt attributes of a judge; that while he is ſit- 


ting in judgment upon the iniquity of others, he ſhould him- 
ſelf be clad with the robe of innocence. Sir, we ſeem com- 


pletely to have adopted the Spartan maxim, that guilt belongs 


rather to the misfortune of being found out, than to the actu- 


al commiſſion of a bad offence. | h 


* 
Log 


* 
* * . 
9 
e as ls. a Aa At << > lt. Ma . Sa. a 


TY ww % a= 


A. 1775. DE BA T. E: 8. x 

It may indeed be prudent or incumbent upon us to render 
more effectual the ſtatutes now in being againſt ſuch electors 
as ſell their votes: but there are, I preſume, no parliamen- 
tary regulations, as to candidates who attempt to purchaſe a 
ſeat, excepting the ſtatute for bribery, which lays a fine of 
five hundred pounds, and which can be recovered, as the 
law ſtands at this day, ſo as to anſwer the charges of proſe- 
cution, and carry with it an adequate puniſhment to the 
guilty. The candidate is not a truſtee for the public, as is 
the caſe with the elector, who ought freely and conſcienti- 
ouſly to return ſuch ſubſtitute as he thinks beſt qualified to 
diſcharge the important duties of a member of parliament, 
The candidate may perhaps be a man of conſiderable fortune, 
and as ſuch deeply intereſted in the welfare of the ſtate; and 
however indirect the means he uſes to ſucceed, the ends he 
he has in view may not be not illaudable ; though he gain 
a ſeat by undue — he may for his own ſake act in it 
for the benefit of the community; and if he eſcape detection, 
he will ſcarce be accounted among the moſt dependent mem- 
bers of your body. If (like the preſent objects of your wrath) 
he be convicted of bribing, he muſt loſe the favourite deſign 
of his ambition; he is diſgraeefully cut off from Parliament, 
and liable to numberleſs * of Sool. each; which, Sir, 
I repeat again, will, in my humble conception, amount to a 
puniſhment not far ſhort of his crime, Beſides, in the recent 
caſes before us, the receivers of the bribes have perhaps been 
the corruptors, Here were no ſnares to entrap the unwary, 
no profered temptation to pervert the innocent minds of a 
ſimple ſet of ruſtics. A fixed ſyſtem of venality has, it ſeems, 
been delivered down at Hindon, from fire to ſon, through 


many generations; and a candidate, with the talents of a Bur- 


leigh, added to the integrity of a Tillotſon, and every polite * 
grace of Sir Philip Sidney ; in ſhort, with all the pretenſi- 
ons of the honourable member who made this motion, muſt 
have ſtood little chance againſt the devil himſelf, with a 
dancing punch for his canvailer. But, Sr, though I hold jt 
expedient to check theſe glaring abuſes, I am perſuaded that 
the head-ſtrong voters of Hindon ſaw not the full ſcope of 
their wickedneſs ; they have ſinned after the higheſt examples 
in this country, with the extenyation, that the fin has in 
them proceeded rather from bad habit than bad hearts, And, 
Sir, where, the laws have lain long dormant, as has been too 
ſenſibly the caſe throughout Great Britain in bribery at elec. 


tions (as well with regard to the giver as the receiver) — 


ſhould not, I think, be thus ſuddenly awakened to their ful 
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eſt exertion und rigodr. Recollect, Sir, that an honourable 
member over the way [Sir got Wrotteftey] has given us 
hopes he will introduce a bill, at the opening of the next 
ſeſſion, which muſt perfectly remedy the alarming evil now 
in queſtion, | 

eſpecting the complaint about an oriental torrent, we 
are to obſerve, that the principal actors at Shaftſbury and at 
Hindon are Nabobs, a ſpecies of animal which it has become 
the faſhivn of the times to hunt down with a degree of fero- 
city and inhumanity, that men, endued by nature with the 
very beſt feelings, openly profeſs againſt whatever game 
chey deem fitteſt for their ſport, Sir, it is objected to theſe 
Nabobs, that they have amaſſed riches with more rapidity 
Chan pains or deſert ; that ſome individuals of them have, by 
unwarrantable, not to ſay favage practices, attained to wealth 
and pre-eminence in theſe kingdoms. But I ſee gentlemen 
In the very front line of this enquiry who will, I ſhould 
think, ſcarce quarrel with them on that ſcore ; and indiſcri- 
minately to cry down any ſet of men whatever, under a ge- 
neral denomination, involving the worthy with the unwor- 
thy, the guilty with the guiltlefs, is ſo far from being a com- 
mendable purſuit, that it ought to meet ſpeedy diſcounte- 
nance from the juſtice, the honour, and impartiality of the 
Houfe of Commons. But, Sir, I am ſorry to perceive ſome- 
thing like the dregs of that envy and rancour which the laſt 
Parliament (frontleſs as it was in many of its miſdeeds) upon 
mature conſideration, bluſhed to have ever harboured againſt 
a noble lord [Lord Clive] now deceaſed ; who ſtood on this 
pou to a very fiery ordeal, With all his imperfections, Sir, 

e ſurely poſſeſſed eminent qualities, and was a uſeful ſub- 
JeQ to his empire, Sir, theſe Nabobs have poured immenſe 

aſures into the lap of the Britiſh monarchy ; and were 1 
How to ſelect à character as a peculiar ornament to your own 
Dody, while he does honour to human nature, I ſhould point 
do 2 an Who owes his conſequence and his property to Indi- 
an trafic“. 

But, ſays the country gentleman, why ſhould theſe Nabobs 
'Sbtrude upon dur Hereditary and natural intereſt? Sir, in a 
Ecommetcial land like ours, I would call that no unnatural 
intereſt, which ariſes from emigrative adventure and ſucceſs- 
ful industry. Tf trade bad never fat her foot on the proud, 

1 beggarly 
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beggarly dominion of your home-keeping feudiſts, we ſhould 
hard! 


y have become the free, opulent, — nation we now 
find ourfelves. Are you again, Sir, deſirous to ſee ariftocra- 
hold the Commons in vaſſalage? There are but too ma- 
ny boroughs ſtill held by ſo unconſtitutional a tenure, One 
Jew broker, with a borough like that of Old Sarum in his 
ocket, may ſurely wound the privileges and indepency of 
Parliament full as deep as all the profligate Chriſtians of the 
New Shoreham club, Sir, the more contracted the channel 
for bribery, the better will be the chance for ſecrecy, and the 
more danger to the public of illicit contracts. | 
Let thoſe patriots who feem to be ſtaunch and high-fc 
ed againſt the corruption of theſe our degenerate days not 
thus ſtand pruning the ſhoots merely to make the tres flouriſh 


with more genial Juxuriancy. Let them, if they are in earneſt, 


lay the axe to the root of the evil. It is a great, a neceſſary 
taſk, and they will find full work enough for their eager vir- 
tue. But why will they confine themſelves to the eaft ? 
They ſhould turn their eyes to a different point of the com- 
aſs, 

The increaſe of corruption is owing to a total exemption 
from puniſhment in certain Elevated ſtations, not to the tem- 
per and mildneſs of your laws. An excellent claffical writer 
ſays, in praiſe of the greateſt nation this world has known, 
that no people were ever fonder of moderation in puniſh- 
ments than they were. But, Sir, I truſt the inhabitants of 
this iſland are full as well entitled to that encomium, and will 
ſtill continue to be ſo. 

As long as I have the honour of a ſeat in this Houſe, I 
will at all times, and on all occafions, ſtedfaſtly reſiſt op- 
preſſion or partial ſeverity from whatſoever quarter it may 
come 


The franchiſe of every citizen conſtitutes a part of the pub- 
lic liberty, and ought therefore to de touched with a very 
delicate hand. But, Sir, above all, I am for cireumſpection, 
and a lenient chaſtiſement in theſe caſes, leſt by attempting 
to reform a lefler miſchief, we induce a greater, and an in- 
corrigible one. Conſider, Sir, the extreme proſſigacy of ma- 
ny of the lower orders of men who have appeared before your 
election committees, and how little they regard ehe crime or 
puniſhment of perjury. Might -it not be practicable to ſu- 
born ſuch wretches falſely to ſwear to the actual commiſſion 
of bribery in a candidate? And how eaſily may diſappointed 
ambition, party vengeance, or ſtate intrigue, a" the ru- 
in of the guiltleſs in bills of pains and penalties | — 

| » 
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queſtion being put, the Houſe again divided; ayes 104 9 l, 
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I fear, Sir, by putting the happineſs and political exiſtence 


both of the candidates and electors in the power of a miniſte- 
rial majority, and by giving ſuch majority a plea to new- 
mold your cities and borough towns, you will defeat the 


main object of Mr. Grenville's bill. 
Sir, as this is the firſt occaſion I have had to mention Mr, 


Grenville, I muſt requeſt the indulgence of the Houſe a mi- 


nute longer, while I offer up my tributary incenſe to the manes 
of that great man; and, Sir, I preſume it will not ill be- 
come me, whoſe name, at the opening of the preſent parlia- 
ment, ſtood at the head of a long liſt of petitioners for juſtice 
before your new tribunal. Sir, I never enter theſe walls—[ 
never paſs from them, with Weſtminſter-abbey full in fight, 
but I conſider that edifice, however coſtly, however crouded, 
to be eſſentially defective as to its internal conſtruction, while 
it wants a monument in memory of Mr. Grenville. I know, 
Sir, when he gave to this Houſe the Palladium of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, he eſtabliſhed a monument to his own fame, 
ere perennius ; a monument which cannot decay while hiſtory 
ſhall exiſt; but I could wiſh that the ſenſe we all have of the 
bleflings reſulting to our country from his divine act, were 
recorded in yon venerable pile, which the gratitudes of our 
forefathers has, through a long ſeries of ages, made ſacred to 
political wiſdom and god-like atchievement, | 
The queſtion was put on the names of Richard Smyth, 
and Thomas Brand Hollis, Eſq; and agreed to without any 
further oppoſition. | 
When the name of James Calthorpe, Eſq;-was mentioned, 
next in order, ſome gentlemen contended, that as this gentle- 
man's agency was brought home to him by only one witneſs, 
and that witneſs being. Chant, who was now ſuffering under 
a commitment for prevaricating and giving falſe evidence be- 
Fore a/committee of this Houle, they thought it would be 
extremely improper to order a proſecution: upon ſo flight 
and doubtful teſtimony. To this it was replied, that an 
opinion had obtained among the lower ſort of people, that 
they were not bound to tell the truth, becauſe they were 
not upon oath at the bar, as before the committee; but that 
however Chant's teſtimony was not the only proof that the 
money given through the hole in the malt-houſe was diſtri- 
buted by Becket and Bye, two of Mr, Calthorpe's agents. 
The queſtion was at length put, and the Houſe divided ; ayes 
The ſame mode of reaſoning was uſed Mr. Dunning 
and two or threee more, in — of Mr. Beck ſord, but the 


E. BATES, 


May 9. 

Report from the committee on the bill for granting the 
rock called the Smalls to Mr, Fhilips of Liverpool. The 
motion to receive the report was oppoſed ; but on a diviſion 
was carried 64 againſt 47. | 

Private buinels. 


A. 1775. 


May 10. 
Committee of ſupply. 
Private buſineſs. 
May 11. 
Spencer and Becket, the two Hindon voters who had abſent- 
ed themſelves, ſurrendered, and were committed to Newgate, 
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Mr. Gilbert reported from the committee who were ap- Mr. Calles. 


pointed to view and conſider the ſeveral laws which concern 
the relief and ſettlement of the poor, and the laws relating to 
vagrants; and alſo the ſtate of the ſeveral houſes of correc- 
tion, Within that part of Great Britain called England, and 
to report the ſame, with their opinion thereupon, from time 
to time, to the Houſe, (ſee page 370 and 431). That the 
committee had come to ſeveral reſolutions, which they had 
directed him to report to the Houſe; and he read the report 
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the table, where 
the ſame was read, and are as followeth,"wiz. | 
Reſolved; That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the houſes to be provided for the general reception of the 
poor, ought to be limited by the act, ſo as not to exceed a 
certain number for each reſpective county, or the number for 
each county ſhould be aſcertained by the act; and that the 
governors ſhould have power to borrow money upon the 
credit of the poor's rates, for providing and furniſhing the 
neceſſary” buildings, and alſo for buying a convenient ſtock 
of materials and utenſils for employing the poor. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
all cities and towns, which are counties of themſelves, thould 
be conſidered as diſtinct counties; but the qualification of 
their governors ſhould be: leſs than thoſe required. in the 
counties at large, 2 2. * 
Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
every perſon, qualified to act as a governor, ought to ſend 
his name and place of abode to the clerk of the diftrict-where- 
in he reſides, at the firſt and every annual meeting of the 
governors for that diſtri, or for every neglect to forfeit a 
lum of money; and that the clerk, at every ſuch — 
ſhall produce a liſt containing the names and places of ab 
of the governors ſo tranſmitted to him, which he fhall = 
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vide into twelve equal parts, as near as may be, and the frac- 
tional parts ſhall be diſtributed, by adding one to each month, 
as far as they will extend, beginning with the month cf Ja- 
nuary, and proceeding to each ſucceeding month; that the 
name of every ſuch governor ſhall be wrote on a ſmall piece 
of paper, and put into a glaſs or box, from whence the clerk, 
or ſome governor preſent, ſhall draw ſo many names as un- 
der ſuch regulation ſhall belong to the month of January, 
and in like manner for each ſucceeding month, and the | 
names fo drawn ſhall be entered by the clerk in a book to 
be provided for that purpoſe ; but liberty ſhould be given for 
one governor to exchange his month with another, upon no- 
tifying the ſame to the clerk, and having an entry made 
thereof in the ſaid book, one week at leaſt before the month! c 
meeting; and that every governor, fo drawn or exchanged, I " 
ſhall either attend ſuch monthly meeting of the gover- I © 
mars, or forfeit a ſum of money; but in caſe any governor, i © 
from ſickneſs, or any other unayoidable cauſe to be allowed IN " 
by the governors at ſuch monthly meeting, ſhall be unable IN " 
to attend, and ſhall procure another governor to attend in © 


bis place, he ſhall be excuſed ſuch penalty. 1 
Keſelved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that W ” 
the act paſſed in the 17th year of the reign of his late Majeſty b 
King George the Second, intituled, An act to — and de 
make more effectual the laws relating to rogues, v nds, 4 


and other idle and diſorderly perſons, and te houſes of corre - '* 
tion,” ſhould be explained and amended, by a ſeparate 2d, I ©! 
in ſuch manner as will be moſt likely to enforce the execu- n 
tion chereof, and prevent the practice of begging in the ſtreets © '© 
and highways, pernicious in its conſequences, and bighly 0 
i ul to this country ; which practice will be without | 
the leaſt excuſe when theſe regulations take place, by which 
che diſtreſſes of the poor will upon all occaſions be ſpeedily I be 
and comfortably relieved; and the amendments ſhould alſo be 
ſo adapted, as to prevent impoſitions and abuſes upon the 75 
public. in the apprehending and paſſing of vagrnts. c | 
Reſalved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that et 
proper houſes of correRion ſhould be provided, at the houſes = 
' For the general reception of the poor in every diſtrict, fo i 29: 
_ the more corivenient Inſpection of the governors, but ſo ſe⸗ 
parated-from the other buildings, 2s to prevent any im proper 
communication therewith ; and that ſuch rules, orders, and 
regulations, - ſhould be eſtabliſhed, withis thoſe houſes d 
correction, as may make them effeQual. far the purpoſes ior 
which they were intended by the ſeveral Jaws now in being 
- » Adjourned to May 15, | . 
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: | May 15. 
Mr. Burke ſaid, he had in his hand a paper of importance, Mr. Burke. 


That it was from the general aſſembly of the province of New 
* Vork, a province which yielded to no part of his Majeſty's 
e dominions in its zeal for the proſperity and unity of the em- 


. ire, and which had ever contributed as much as any, in its 
i Posen to the defence and wealth of the whole. 
That it was a complaint in the form of a remonſtrance, of 


e feveral acts of parliament, ſome of which (as they affirmed) 
to had eſtabliſhed principles, and others had made regulations ſub- 
or verſive of the rights of Engliſh ſubjects. That he did not 
> © know whether the Houſe would approve of every opinion con- 
le Wl tained in that paper; but as nothing could be more decent 
] and reſpectful than the whole tenor and language of the re- 
{ monſtrance, a mere miſtake in opinion upon any one point, 
r. ought not to hinder them from receiving it, and granting re- 
r, I dreſs on ſuch other matters as might be really grievous, and 
ed MW which were not neceſſarily connected with that erroneous opi- 
le nion. They never had before them ſo fair an opportunity 
in of putting an end to the unhappy diſputes with the colonies 
as at preſent; and he conjured them, in the moſt earneſt 

at MW manner, not to let it eſcape, , as poſſibly the like might never 
y turn. He thought this application from America ſo very 
nd defirable to the Houfe, that he could have made no ſort of 
4% doubt of their entering heartily into his ideas, if lord North 
oy ſome days before, in opening the budget, had not gone out 
&, of his way, to make a panegyrick on the laſt parliament ; and 
eu- if particular to commend as acts of lenity and mercy, ' thoſe 
ets very laws which the remonſtrance conſiders as intolerable 
hly ievances, This circumſtance indeed did ſomewhat abate 
an e ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs which he had entertained from 
ich this dutiful procedure of the colony of New Vork. That 
ay be was fo ill as not to be able to trouble them, if he were wil- 
be lng, with a long ſpeech. He had ſeveral times in the ſeſ- 
the ton expreſſed his ſentiments very fully upon every thing con- 
tlined in that temonſtrance; as for the reſt it ſpoke ſo ſtrongly 

that for itfelf that he did not ſee how people in their ſenſes ou 
uſes 3 leaſt the conſideration of ſo reaſonable and decent an 
addreſs, | | . 

v4 He then ſtated the heads of the remonſtrance, which he 
oper moved for Teave to bring up. Lord North moved an amend- 
ment as follows: a paper, intituled, « The repreſentation 

and remonſtrance of the general — A the colony of New 
York, being offered to de preſenfed to the Houſe ; tte Houſe 
was moved, that the entty in the journals of tlie Houſe, of 
the 9th of December, 1768, of the proceetitigy of che Howe, | 
* Qqq the 
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touching the petition of the repreſentatives of freemen in aſ- 
.. ſembly of Penſylvania, then offered to be preſented to the 
Houſe might be read, and the ſame was read accordingly.” 
The Houſe was alſo moved, that an act made in the ſixth 
of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled an act for 
the better ſecuring the dependency of his Majeſty's dominions 
in America upon the crown and parliament of Great Britain 
might be read, and the ſame was read accordingly,” 
Lord North ſpoke greatly in favour of New York, and ſaid 
Lerd Nertb. that he would gladly do every thing in his power to ſhew his 
22 to the good behaviour of that colony: but the honour 
parliament required, that no paper ſhould be preſented to 
that Houſe, which tended to call in queſtion the unlimited 
rights of parliament. That they had already relaxed in very 
elicntial points : but could not ſo much as hear of any thing 
which tended to call in queſtion their right of taxing. As to 
- the Quebec duties, by which the province of New York was 
affected, as he did not pretend to be infallible, he confeſſed 
they were not laid exactly as they ought to be, and he was 
willing to give ſatisfaction in that point immediately, This 
2 was but a trifle to the general objects of the remon- 
ce. | | 
Mr. Cruger. No perſon can be leſs 22 to trouble the 
Mr. Crager. Houſe than I am; but when a ſubject ſo important and in- 
tereſting is before us, I am confident I ſhall be forgiven, 
* I intrude on your patience. for a few minutes. 

Sir, I pant after peace between this country and its colo- 
nies, and will gladly join my feeble voice to any propoſal or 
overture. that tends to an amicable ſettlement of the diſpute. 
Any other mode of determining muſt it inevitably injure both. 
The ſtrength and proſperity of Great, Britain and America 
have-a common foundation; they ftand on the ſame baſis, 
and one cannot be ſhaken without endangering the other. It 

is therefore the intereſt of both parties to diſcover a diſpoſi- 
tion to be reconciled, not to be too. ſevere in marking each 
others errors, to remember their old friendſhip,, and calmly 
diſpaſſionately advance to a renewal of confidence for the 
ture. | | bs | 

"The aſſembly of New York have purſued this path; they 

have endeavoured to put a truce to reſentment. and tumult,-- 


and, while the other colonies (in the frenzy of riot, commo- 


jon, and deſpait) have. nearly annihilated the powers of their 
— tur e to civil war, th 125 
35 uplaints to the clemency of the mo 
1 uch conduct, Sir, 
Flos, 'The leg 


9777 r D.C 


r country, 


N 


. 
. 


fully ſubmit 
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to purſue every legal way of redreſs: on the contrary, ſhould 
this application be attended with no ſucceſs, the colonies will 
be diſcouraged from ſuch attempts, and the aſſembly of New 
York be driven into the common ſtream of oppoſition, to eſ- 
cape the charge of ineffectual and imprudent fingularity. 
Although almoſt every other colony on the continent has 
transferred the buſineſs of petitioning from their own proper 
legiſlature to a general congreſs, the province of New York 
has ventured to be ſingular in reverence and obedience to her 
colonial conſtitution, and has reſolutely adhered to her duty, 
uninfluenced by the example of her neighbours. 

Policy and juſtice recommend the encouragement of ſuch 


' a ſpirit and conduct. It will induce others to copy their 


example; the citizens of New York have, during the preſent 
unbappy diſpute, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their temperate 
conduct, If they meet the protection and patronage of go- 
vernment, they will be animated to purſue the ſame path with 
greater alacrity and firmneſs. 

In their preſent addreſſes to the throne, and both Houſes 
of Parliament, though they may have extended their claims 
and complaints a little too far, ſtill let us make a generous 
allowance for the difficulty of their fituation : they could not 
at this particular criſis, wholly diſregard the opinion of their 
ſiſter colonies, and indeed, every lover of this liberal conſti- 
tution cannot but (at leaſt) forgive the apprehenſion and diſ- 
quietudes of FREEMEN, under a claim which ſtamps them 
with the character of faves. I mean the claim held up by 
this country of binding them, without the conſent or ſecurity 
of their own repreſentatives, in all caſes whatever---than 
which there cannot be a more compleat deſcription of the moſt 
ignominious ſervitude ; and it is reſerved to diſtinguiſh the 
adminiſtration of this day---to aſſign as a reaſon for rejecting 
a petition from Britiſh ſubjects and in an Engliſh Houſe of 
Commons, that they claimed a right of giving and granting 
their own money by their own repreſentatives. 


And, Sir, as a refutation of many unjuſt charges alledged 


againſt them, they particularly diſclaim all intentions and de- 
fire of independence. They confeſs the neceflity of a ſuper- 
intending power in parliament, and explicitly ſtate their con- 
viction of its utility and equity when exerciſed for the regula- 
tion of trade. They look up to the legiſlature for redreſs ; 
they entreat the exertion of its wiſdom and benevolence to 
propoſe and adopt ſome method to terminate the preſent de- 
ſtructive diſpute, for the happineſs and to the ſatisfaQtion of 
both countries. They gratefully acknowledge the bleſſing 
which they have derived from the parental ſtate; they deeply 

Qqqa lament 
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lament the 'interruption of your affection, and hope to avert 
pour indignation by remonſtrance and prayer. What more 

umble would Engliſhmen aſk from Engliſhmen and the ſons 
of Engliſhmen? 

Permit me then, fir, to beſeech the Houſe not to turn a deaf 
ear to their requeſts; but to embrace the firſt favourable op- 
portunityof bringing them back to their 2 and leading them 
on to higher acts of opedience by new inſtances on our part, 

Wn of mildneſs, remiſſion, and friendſhip, | 

1 Mr. Cornwall ſaid it was contrary to every idea of the ſu- 
premacy of parliament to receive a paper in which the le- 
giſlative rights of parliament were denied; before ſuch a paper 
could be brought up the declaratory act ought to be repealed ; 
but the paper was not of that magnitude ; it was only from 
twenty-ſix individuals. [The number of the New York aſſem- 


TR | 

* Mr. Jen Hnſen, on the ſame ſide, urged that the Houſe had 
2 never received petitions of this nature: but that here the name 

of a petition was ſtudiouſly avoided, leſt any thing iike an 

obedience to parliament ſhould be acknowledged, The op- 

polition of the colonies was not ſo much axainll the tax which 


gave riſe to the preſent diſpute, as to the whole legiſlative au- 


thority of parliament, and to any reſtrictions of their trade. 
He reprobated every part of the remonſtrance, and therefore 


was not far n ſo diſreſpectful a paper to be brought up. 
t 


„ Aubrey. After all the abilities that have been exerted 
this ſeſſion in behalf of the rights of America, it would be in- 
excuſable in me were I to preſume to detain the Houſe more 


than a few moments with any thing that I might have to offer 


upon the ſubject before us: but, as I have ventured to deliver 
my ſentiments here upon ſome occaſions, I amunwilling to give 
a ſilent vote upon this; becauſe I think it a very ke — as 
well as a very important one. The petitioners, tis true, who 
now apply to us, remonſtrate againſt our right of internal taxa- 


reſpect, the ſupreme government of this legiſlature over the 


to regulate the trade and commerce of the colonies, and at 
the ſame time they give us the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that 


60 
and approbatian of parliament, may make ſuch requiſitions 


may be in oppoſition to aur declaratory act; but it is in de- 


tion; but they acknowledge, with great decency and great 
whole empire, as well as its authority, to the utmoſt extent, 
„ they are, as they ever have been, ready to bear their full 
ion of aids, whenever the crown, with the conſent. 
« as the public ſervice ſhall call for.“ Sit, this remonſtrance 
fence of their cuſtomary and preſcriptive exemption from pc" 
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tiſh taxation; the loſs of which exemption will put them into 
the condition of ſlaves, whoſe all will depend only upon the 
juſtice or generoſity of their maſters, Though I am ready, 
Sir, to declare in the words of the greateſt miniſter this coun- 
try knows, that I think “ we have no right under heaven ta 
tax the Americans without their conſent ;” yet for the ſake of 
argument, I will admit that ſuch a right if we reaſon ſtrictly 
and logically, may be made out partly from the words of ſome 
of their charters, and partly upon the nature of ſovereignty 
itſelf : but whatever the right may be, every one knows 
that till of late it was never exerciſed, and was therefore 
rown at beſt obſolete, if a thing never practiſed can, properly 
be called ſo. Now a right that is become obſolete is very near 
a kin to no right at all; and when revived is as offenſive as 
if it had never previouſly exiſted, Among the oppreſſive mea» 
ſures of king Charles the firſt, which are now allowed, L 
ſhould believe, on all hands to have been oppreflive, it was 
none of the leaſt that he revived obſolete claims. Indeed ſome 
of our modern hiſtorians (and thoſe I allude to are at preſent; 
moſt in faſhion) have reduced the whole of his oppreſhons ta 
this denomination : but Sir, this nation was incenſed, and 
the greater part roſe in arms againſt him for this practice. 
And do we wonder that the Americans are ſo little diſpoſed to 
claims that had laid dormant ſo long, and which few of them, 
if any, had ever ſo much as heard of? After looking back- 
ward to the origin of this right, let us now look forward ta 
its conſequences---And here the Americans ſeem equally ex- 
cuſable for not admitting a principle which may be abuſed to 
to their ruin, and which is not unlikely to be ſo abuſed. 
Whenever a miniſter wants money for bad purpoſes, and finds 
the nation clamorous againſt his raiſing it at home, what ſo 
natural for him as to ſupply his wants by the plunder of another 
nation, whoſe clamours either do not reach him, or from their 
diſtance are too weak to diſturb his repoſe. The temptation, 
vir, is as great as the neceſſities of miniſters are frequent; 
and both together will eaſily overcome their ſcruples. I can- 
not therefore think that the Americans can be too tenacious of 
that cuſtomary privilege of taxing themſelves, which is their 
only ſecurity againſt being reduced to beggary and famine. 
And I ſhall only farther add (fince, as I obſerved before, this ſub- 
jet has been 60 much more ably ſpoken to) that as long as ga» 
vernment perſiſts in attempting to tax the Americans without 
their conſent, ſo long ſhall I think myſelf juſtified in taki 
every.opportunity of voting on the ſide of that opprelled, per- 
laps I might ſay, devoted people. 1 
T. 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, the right of parliament to tax America, was 
not fimply denied in the remonſtrance, but as coupled with 
the exerciſe of it. The exerciſe was the thing complained of, 
not the right itſelf, When the declaratory act was paſſed, 
aſſerting the right in the fulleſt extent, there were no tumults 
in America, no oppoſition to government in any part of that 
country : but when the right came to be exerciſed in the man- 
ner we have ſeen, the whole country was alarmed, and there 
is an unanimous determination to oppoſe it. The right ſim- 
ply is not regarded; it is the exerciſe of it that is the object 
of oppoſition, It is this exerciſe that has irritated, and 
made almoſt deſperate ſeveral of the colonies : but the noble 
lord (Lord North) chuſes to be conſiſtent ; be is determined 
to make them all mad alike. The only province that was 
moderate, and in which England had ſome friends, he now 
treats with contempt. What will be the conſequence, when 
the people of this moderate province are informed of this treat- 
ment ? That repreſentation which the cool and candid of this 
moderate province had framed with deliberation and caution, 
1 prop) is not ſuffered to be preſented, no not even to be 

by the clerk. When they hear this, they will be inflamed, 
and hereafter be as diſtinguiſhed by their . as they have 
hitherto been by their moderation. It is the only method they 
can take to regain the eſteem and confidence of their brethren 
in the other colonies, who have been offended at their mode- 


- ration, Thoſe who refuſed to ſend deputies to the congreſs, 


and truſted to parliament, will appear ridiculous in the eyes 
of all America ; it will bc proved, that thoſe who diſtruſted 
and defied parliament, had made a right judgment ; and thoſe 
who relied upon its moderation and clemency, had been miſ- 
taken and duped. That the conſequence of this muſt be, 
that every friend the miniſters have in America, muſt either 
abandon them, or loſe all credit and means of ſerving them in 
future. 9 | 

The noble lord (Lord North) acknowledges the Quebec 
duties are not laid exactly as they ought to be. This matter 
is not introduced in the remonſtrance on account of its being 
a grievance; but to ſhew how extremely ignorant the preſent 
miniſters are of the proper mode of American taxation. What 
is there to hinder the people of New York from trading with 
the interior country as before ? Every thing is juſt the ſame; 
there are no troops to hinder them paſſing and repaffing as 


ufſual. Ts there ſo much as an officer to receive that duty 


which is directed to be paid? It is mentioned, to convince 
you of your ignorance in taxing America. You make an = 


e 
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of parliament to raiſe a revenue in that country, and you not 


ouly make a capital blunder in it, but ſtumble at the threſhold 
of collecting it. 


Governor Johnflone obſerved, that when Mr. Wilkes had Gov. Jobx- 
formerly preſented a petition full of matter, which the . 


Houſe did not think fit to enter into, they did not prevent 
the petition being brought up; but ſeparated the mat- 
ter which they thought improper, from that which they 
thought ought to be heard. The Houſe might make uſe of 
the ſame ſelection here, Miniſters have long declared, they 
wiſhed for a dutiful application from one of the colonies, and 
now it js come they treat it with ſcorn and indignity. - He was 
ſevere on Mr. Cornwall's ſaying it came only from twenty- 
ſix individuals. Theſe twenty-ſix are the whole aſſembly. 
When the queſtion to adopt the meaſures recommended by 
the — was negatived by a majority of one only, in 
this aſſembly of twenty-ſix individuals, the miniſters were in 
high ſpirits; and theſe individuals were then repreſented as 
all America, ; | | 
The queſtion been repeatedly called for, the Houſe divided 
upon Lord North's amendment. | 


Mr, Burke's motion was, that the ſaid repreſentation and Mr. Burke. 


remonſtrance be brought up. 


Lord Nerth amended the motion thus, That the ſaid Lord Nerths 


repreſentation and remonſtrance (in which the ſaid aſſembly 
claim to themſelves rights derogatory to, and inconſiſtent 
with, the legiſlative authority of parliament, as declared by 
the ſaid act) be brought up.” For the amendment 186, 
againſt it 67, And the queſtion, ſo amended, being put, it 
paſſed in the negative. | Nie 


The repreſentation and remonſtrance of the general aſſembly | 
of the colony of New-York, a to if 


To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes - of 
Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. - - © 
Impreſſed with the warmeſt ſentiments of lo and af- 
fection to our moſt gracious Sovereign, and zealouſly attach- 
ed to his perſon, family, and government, we, his Majeſty's 
faithful ſubjects, the repreſentatives of his ancient and loyal 
colony of New-York, behold with the deepeſt concern the 
unhappy diſputes ſubſiſting between the mother country and 
her colonies, convinced that the grandeur and ſtrength 355 


* The declaratory act. 
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Britiſh Empire, the protection and opulence of his Majeſty's 
American dominions, and the happineſs and welfare of both, 
depend eſſentially on a reſtoration of harmony and affection 
between them ;—we feel the moft ardent deſire to promote a 
cordial reconciliation with the parent ſtate, which can be ren- 
dered permanent and ſolid only by aſcertaining the line of 
liamentary authority, and American freedom, on juſt, equi- 
table, and conftitutional grounds. To effect theſe ſalutary 
purpoſes, and to repreſent the grievances under which we la- 
bour, by the innovations which have been made in the con- 
ſtitutional mode of government ſince the cloſe of the laſt war, 
we mall proceed with that firmneſs, which becomes the de- 
ſcendafits of Engliſhmen, and a people accuſtomed to the 
beſſings of liberty, and at the ſame time with the deference 
and reſpe& which is due to this auguſt aſtembly, to ſhew, 

That from the year 1683, till the above-mentioned period, 
this colony has enjoyed a legiſlature, conſiſting of three diſtinct 
branches” a governor, council, and general aſſembly, under 
which political frame the repreſentatives of the people have 
uhiformly exerciſed the right of their own civil government, 
and the adminiſtration of juſtice in the colon. 

It is therefore with inexpreſſible grief that we have of late 

ears ſeen meafures adopted by the Britiſh parliament, ſubver- 
Edu of that conſtitution under which the good people of this 
colony have always enjoyed the ſame rights and privileges fo 
highly and deſervedly prized by their fellow ſubjects in 
Great Britain; a conſtitution in its infancy modelled' after 
that of the parent ſtate, in its growth more nearly aſſimila- 
ted to it, and tacitly implied and undeniably recognized in 
the requiſitions made by the crown, with the conſent and 
approbation of parliament, 

An exemption from internal taxation, and the excluſive 
right of providing for the ſupport of our own eivil government, 
andtheadminiftration of juſtice in this colony, we eſteem 
our undoubted and unalienable rights, as Engliſhmen ; but 
while we claim theſe eſſential rights, it is with equal pleaſure 
and truth we can declare, that we ever have been, and ever 
will be ready to bear our full proportion of aids to the crown 
for the public ſervice, and to make proviſion for the neceſſary 
purpoſes, in as ample and adequate a manner as the circum- 
ſtances of the colony will admit. Actuated by theſe ſenti- 
ments, while we addreſs ourſelves to a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons, which has ever been fo ſenſible of the rights of the 
people, and fo tenacious of preſerving them from violation, 


Can it be a matter of ſurpize,-that we | 
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diſtreſing apprehenſions from the act of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, declaring their right to bind the colonies in all caſes 
whatever? A principle which has been actually exerciſed by 
the ſtatutes made for the ſole and expreſs pufpoſe of raiſing 
a revenue in America, eſpecially for the ſupport of govern- 
N and the other uſual and ordinary ſervices of the co- 
onies. | 

The trial by a jury of the vicinage in cauſes civil and 
criminal, ariſing within the colony, we confider as eſſential 
to the ſecurity of our lives and liberties, and one of the main 
pillars of the conſtitution, and therefore view with horror the 
conſtruction of the ſtatute of the 35th of Henry the VIIIth, 
as held up by the joint addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament in 
1769, advitog his Majeſty to ſend for perſons guilty of trea- 
ſons, and miſpriſions of treaſons, in the colony of Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, in order to be tried in England; and we are 
equally alarmed at the late acts, impowering his Majeſty to 
ſend perſons guilty of offences in one colony to be tried in 
another, or within the realm of England. 

When we conſider that the cognizance of cauſes ariſing 
on the land, has by the wiſdom of the Engliſh conſtitution 
been appropriated to the courts of common law, and the ju- 
riſdiction of the admiralty confined to cauſes purely marine, 
we regard the great alterations that have been made in that 
wholeſome ſyſtem of laws, by extending the powers of the 
courts of admiralty, authoriſing the judges certificates, to 
indemnify the proſecutor from damages he might otherwiſe 
be liable to, giving them a concurrent juriſdiction with the 
courts of common law, and by that means depriving the Ame- 
rican ſubjeR of his trial by a jury, as deſtructive to freedom, 
and injurious to our property. 3 

We muſt alſo complain of the act of the 7th of George 
the Third, chapter the 59th, requiring the legiſlature of this 
colony to make proviſion for the expence of ſupplying troops 
quartered amongſt us, with the neceſſaries preſcribed by that 
law; and holding up by any other act a ſuſpenſion of our 
legiſlative powers till we ſhould have complied, as it would 
have included all the effects of a tax, and implies a diſtruſt of 
our fteadineſs to contribute to the public ſervice. | 

Nor in claiming theſe eſſential rights do we entertain tHe- 
moſt diſtant deſire of independence on the parent kingdom; 


we acknowledge the Parliament of Great Britain neceſſarily 


entitled to a ſupreme direction and government over the hole 
Empire, for a wiſe, powerful, and laſting preſervation of the 
great bond of union and ſafety among all the branches; their 
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authority to regulate the trade of the colonies ſo as to make 
it ſubſervient to the intereſt vf the mother country, and to 
prevent its being injurious to the other parts of his Majeſty's 
dominions, has ever been fully recognized; but an exemption 
from duties on all articles of commerce which we import 
from Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh plantations, or 
on commodities which do not interfere with their products or 
manufactures, we can juſtly claim; and always expect that 
our commerce will be charged with no other than a neceſſary 
5 to the trade and intereſt of Great Britain and her 
colonies evidently demands; at the ſame time we humbly 
conceive, that the money ariſing from all duties raiſed in this 
colony ſhould be paid into the colony treaſury, to be drawn 
by requiſitions of the crown to the general aby, for the 
ſecurity and defence of the whole empire. 

We cannot avoid mentioning among our grievances the act 
for prohibiting the legiſlature of this colony from paſſing any 
law for the emiſſion of a paper currency to be a legal tender 
in the colony : Our commerce affords fo ſmall a return of 
ſpecie, that without a paper currency, ſupported on the credit 
of the colony, our trade and the change of the property muſt 
neceſſarily decreaſe ; without this expedient we never ſhould 
have been able to comply with the requiſitions of the crown 
during the laſt war, or to grant ready aids on any ſudden 
emergencies. The credit of our bills has ever been ſecured 
from depreciation by the ſhort periods limited for their dura- 
tion, and ſinking them by taxes raiſed on the people; and the 
want of this power may, in future, prevent his wh 
faithful ſubjects here from teſtifying their loyalty and affection 
to our gracious ſovereign, and from granting ſuch aids as 
may be neceſſary for the general weal and ſafety of the Britiſh 
empire: nor can we avoid remonftrating againſt this act, 
as an abridgment of the royal prerogative, and a violation of 
our legiſlative rights. 

We muſt alſo complain of the act of the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, impoſing duties on certain articles imported into 
the province of Quebeck, and reſtricting the importation of 
them to the ports of Quebeck and St. John's on the river 
Sorel, by which the commerce formerly carried on by this 
colony with the Indians is in a great meaſure diverted into 
another channel ; as by the extenſion of the bounds of that 
province from Hudſon's Bay to the Ohio, by a ſtatute of the 
fame ſeſſions, a great extent of country is cut off from this 
colony, in which hitherto the moſt lucrative branches of the 


Indian trade were purſued ; and by directing the duties 2 
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the articles neceſſary for that commerce to be paid only at the 
above ports, which are ſo very remote from this, and the 
other colonies, that the importation of them by thoſe places 
will be attended with ſuch a heavy expence as to amount to a 
total prohibition : Theſe acts, in our opinion, bear with 
peculiar hardſhip on the people of this colony, when we re- 
fle& on the vaſt ſums of money which have been expended by 
our legiſlatures in conciliating the friendſhip of the ſavages, 
and the eſſential ſervices which were derived to the Britiſh 
arms during the laſt war from our alliance with and influence 
over them, founded on free and unreſtrained commerce, We 
are at a loſs to account why articles imported from the conti- 
nental colonies, and imported into the province of -Quebeck, 
ſhould be loaded with heavier duties than thoſe brought from 
the Weſt India iſlands, by which, while we are deprived of 
a moſt lucrative branch of commerce, we behold a diſcrimi- 
nation made between us and the ſugar colonies to our pre- 
judice, equally injurious and unmerited. 

Nor can we Fan wh mentioning the jealouſies which have 
been excited in the colonies x4 the extenſion of the limits of 
the province of Quebeck, in which the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion has received ſuch ample ſupports, 

Intereſted as we muſt conſider ourſelves in whatever may af- 
fe& our ſiſter colonies, we cannet help feeling for the diſtreſſes 
of our brethren in the Maſſachuſetts Bay, from the opera- 
tion of the ſeveral acts of parliament paſſed relative to that 
province, and of earneſtly remonſtrating in their behalf. At 
the ſame time we alſo muſt expreſs our diſapprobation of the 
violent meaſures that have been purſued in ſome of the colo- 
nies, which can only tend to encreaſe our misfortunes, and 
to prevent our obtaining redreſs, 

We claim but a reſtoration of thoſe rights which we en- 
joyed by general conſent before the cloſe of the laſt war; we 
deſire no more than a continuation of that ancient government 
to which we are entitled by the principles of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, and by which alone can be ſecured to us the 
rights of Engliſhmen. Attached by every tie of intereſt and 
regard to the Britiſh nation, and accuſtomed to behold with 
reverence and reſpect its excellent form of government, we 
harbour not an idea of diminiſhing the power and grandeur 
of the mother country, or leſſening the luſtre and dignity of 
Parliament; our object is the happineſs which we are con- 
vinced can only ariſe from the union of both countries. To 
render this union permanent and ſolid, we eſteem it the un- 
doubted right of the colonies to participate of that conſtitu- 
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tion whoſe direct end and aim is the liberty of the ſubject; 
fully truſting that this hondurable Houſe will liſten with at- 
tention to our complaints, and redreſs our grievances, by 
adopting ſuch meaſures as ſhall be found conducive to. 
the general welfare of the whole empire, and moſt likely to 
reſtore union aud harmony amongſt all its different branches, 


By order of the General Aſſimbly, 
JOHN CRUGER, Speaker, 


Arn bly Chamber, New. York 
— I, mos. * 


4 May 16. 

Fhe order of the day, for hearing counſel previous to the 
third reading of the bill for erecting a light-houſe on the rock 
called the Small, in St. George's channel. Meſſ. Lee and 
Macdonald were heard againſt the bill. Their arguments 
went chiefly againſt the great income the duties to be collec- 
ted by the bill would bring in to the intended grantee, and 
the impropriety of | lizing a patent, which wanted every 
eſſential quality ry to conſtitute ſuch a ſpecies of grant, 
A witnefs was examined, to prove that Is trading to 
Africa, America, and the ſouthern parts of Europe, which 
were to be charged with the light-houſe duties, would derive 
no advantage from the ſcheme, 

The counſel and witnefles being withdrawn, Mr, Gaſcoigne 
moved to have the bill read a third time, and the ſame bei 
read accordingly, the Speaker put the queſtion in the uſ 
form, Is it your pleaſure that the bill do paſs?” 


Lord Fred. = Lord Frederick Campbell confeſſed, he had no doubt but the. 


kght-houſt might be of great benefit for all ſhips or veſſels 
ſailing down, St. George's channel; but be contended, that 
it was equally abfurd and W eee. for the patentee to 
coms to partrament, for a perpetuit > before eithet the ſcheme 
was proyed praQicable, or if fo, till tbe benefits derived from 
it were notorious and generally acknowledged. 
4 Gaſcorgne over mls he i, ghd 0 find the noble 

gie yp every other objection but that of granting a per- 
peturty. fe kne his lordſhip's induſtry 4 thas if his 
conſtthenty ar Glaſgow wer ad th ll he was ſure is 
lordthjp child nog hotd a diffecent language. In the courſe 
of his ſperch he higted that a wiſer "y between 4, 


certain tight hon. member [Sir William Meredith] and the 
patentee Ae remainey gow the only objection ta che 
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Sir William Meredith ſaid, in anſwer to ſomething Mr. Gaſ- Sir *. Me- 


coigne fuggeſted of a confidential, friendly correſpondence” 
— ſub] iſted between him and Mr. Phillips, that it was 
not a Tubject fit to entertain the Houſe with; for the bill 
muſt ſtand or fall by its merits. He inſiſted the whole plan 
was totally inpracticable; that the light-houſe could not be 
ſo conſtructed as to ſtand ; it would be deftroyed, and every 
perſon in it inevitably periſh ; and, that probably the affair 
would end as ſinking the veſlel at Plymouth did, and the pre- 
ſent adventurer, like the unhappy Day, fall a ſacrifice to his 
own temerity and raſhneſs. 

The Houſe divided; ayes 48, noes 53. The bill was of 
courſe thrown out. 


Lottery bill. 
Private buſineſs. 


May 18. 

Sir George Savile —— the following petition. 
To the honourable the * þ Great Britain in parliament 
emble 
The humble petition and memorial of his Majeſty's ancient 

ſubjects the ſeigneurs, freeholders, merchants, 1 and 
others ſettled in his Majeſty's province of Quebeck, 
Th — he ſanction of hi ſty' 1 lama - 
at, under the ſanction of his sro a 
tion, bearing date the ſeventh day of 840 * in To — of our 
Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty- three, which gra- 
ciouſly promiſes to all erſons inhabiting in, or reſarting to, 
this province, his ro et for the enjoy ment the 
benefit of the laws of the realm of England, At, aſſemblies 
ſhould be called therein, they did come and ſettle. themſelves; 
in this province, having entruſted their own properties, 48. 
well as very conſiderable ſums of their friends, in goods and 
merchandize, from Great Britain, and entruſted the ſame in- 
to the hands of the Canadians, as well for the. purpoſe of in- 
ternal trade in the province, as outſets in carrying on the 
traffic of furs and peltries in the dian countries and. fiſhe- 
ries below Quebeck, many of them having purchaſed lands. 
and houſes, and beey employed in 1 and the ex- 
portation of grain and other foreign markets, 1a. 
the great benefit ag] A N he 5 — which 
has flouriſhed chief L 18 ſpirit 
of the ſaid fubjefts, — 4 under Britiſh 
laws, and by the abftance o — G e dt ma- 
nufactures, and other goods and merchandine 


May 15. 
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credit from the merchants of Great Britain, have been enabled 
to carry on at leaſt four parts in five of all the imports and 

rts which are principally made in Britiſh bottoms, the 
latter conſiſting of furs, peltries, wheat, fiſh, oil, pot-aſh, 
lamber, and other country produce : and for the more conve- 
nient carrying on the ſaid trade and commerce, they have 
built wharfs'and ſtore-houſes at a very great expence, inſo- 
much that the property real and perſonal, now in Britiſh 
hands, or by them entruſted to Canadians at a long credit, is 
one half of the'whole value of the province, excluſive of the 


wealth of the different communities; which your petitioners 


have in part ſet forth in the humble petition to his moſt ex- 


cellent Majeſty, dated at Quebeck the thirty-firſt day of De- 


cember, which was in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and ſeventy-three; humbly praying, that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to require his governor or com- 
mander in chief, to call a general aſſembly, in ſuch manner, 
and of fuch conſtitution and form, as to his Majeſty's royal 
wiſdom ſhould ſeem beſt adapted to ſecure the peace, wel- 
fare, and good government of this province. Wherefore 
with deep concern they obſerve, that in certain examinations 
taken: before your honourable Houſe, the Britiſh ſubjects 
here have been grofsly abuſed and miſrepreſented, as well as to 


their numbers as in their importance in this province. For the 


number of the new ſubjects has, we humbly conceive, been 
guy exaggerated, it being, by the laſt computation, about 
eventy-five thouſand ; whereas, by an enumeration of the 
Britiſh ſubjeRs, they amount at this time to upwards of three 
thouſand fouls, beſides many that we cannot immediately aſ- 
certain, that are diſperſed in the Indian countries carrying on 
traffick with the ſavages, beſides the merchants and traders 
with-their families ſettled at Detroit and its dependencies, 


and at the fiſheries below Quebeck. And whereas an act of 
parliament has lately paſſed, intituled, An act for the making 


more effectual proviſion for the government of the province 
of Quebeck in North-America, which is ſaid to have been 
paſſed upon the principles of humanity and juſtice, and that 
the prefling inſtance and requeſt of the new ſubjects, ſigni- 
fed to his Majeſty by an humble petition ſetting forth their 
dilike-to the Britiſh 

ing, in the name of all the inhabitants and citizens of the 
province; to have the French inſtitutes in their ſtead, and a 
total abolition of trials by Jury, together with a capacity of 
holding places of honour and truſt in common with his M 
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aws and form of government, and pray- 


. 
jeſty's ancient ſubjecto. We crave leave to inform your ho- 
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nourable Houſe, that the ſaid petition was never imparted to 
the inhabitants in general, (that is) the freeholders, mer- 
chants and traders, who are equally alarmed with us at the 
Canadian laws being to take place, but was in a ſecret man- 
ner carried about and ſigned by a few of the ſeigneurs, che- 
valiers, advocates, and others in their confidence, at the ſug- 
1 and under the influence of their prieſts; who un- 

er colour of French laws, have obtained an act of parlia- 
ment which deprives his Majeſty's ancient ſubjects of all their 
rights and franchiſes, deſtroys the habeas corpus act, and the 
ineſtimable privilege of trial by juries, the only ſecurity 
againſt the venality of a corrupt judge, and gives unlimited 
power to the governor and council, to alter the criminal laws; 
which act has alrcady ſtruck a damp upon the credit of the 
country, and alarmed all your humble petitioners with the 
juſt apprehenſions of arbitrary fines and impriſonment, and 
which, if it takes place, will oblige them to quit the pro- 
vince, or, in the end, it muſt accompliſh their ruin, and im- 
poveriſh or hurt their generous creditors, the merchants in 
Great Britain, &c. To prevent which, your petitioners moſt 
humbly pray, that the faid act may be repeated or amended, 
and that they may have the benefit and protection of the En- 
gliſh laws, in ſo far as relates to perſonal property; and that 
their liberty may be aſcertained according to their ancient 
conſtitutional rights and privileges heretofore granted to all 
his Majeſty's dutiful ſubjects throughout the Britiſh empire. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 

Quebeck, 12th Nov. 1774. 


[Signed by the Quebeck committee, the Montreal com 


mittee, and others. In all, 184 perſons.] | 


Sit George Savile took a retroſpect of the Quebeck act: ſaid Sir Ce 
the prayer of the petition, relative to the habeas corpus act, was Sewile, 


not a matter involved in nice diſtinctions of law, or to be fa- 
thomed and decided through the medium and by the rules of 
deep political inveſtigation; it was an alternative which ſtruck 
with equal force the meaneſt or moſt enlightened underſtand. 
ing; it was ſimply whether people would wiſh to be freemen 
or ſlaves, under a government which if honeſtly or wiſely 
adminiſtered, held out freedom indiſcriminately to every indi- 
vidual entitled to its protection. And he would be bold to 
maintain, that the propoſition in favour of an habeas corpus 
law was ſo ſelf-evident, and carried with it ſuch intuitive, 
forcible conviction, that the Engliſh, French, Popiſh, and 

© Proteſtant, 
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Proteſtant, whites, blacks, tawnies, nay the very beaſts of 
the fields, and reptiles crawling on the earth, were they ca- 
pable of diſtinguiſhing between the value of perſonal liberty, 
and being ſhut up in a priſon, at the will of a tyrant, would 
unite in one voice, in crying out for the enjoyment of ſo in- 
eſtimable a bleſſing as the habeas corpus act. He turned to 
the miniſtry, obſerving with indignation, the mean ſubter- 
fuges they were driven to, when they endeavoured to perſuade 
_ parliament, that a 1 who was obliged literally to com- 
ply with his inftructions, affifted by five popiſh counſellors, 
| would do what they (the miniſtry) did not think fit to let 
liament do. He ſaid, he was informed that orders had 
426 given to raiſe a Canadian regiment of French papiſts. 
When thoſe guardians of the laws of England, and the Pro- 
teſtant religion, are embodied, where will they march ? or for 
' what ſervice are they deſtined ? Not, I hope, to quell the 
Proteſtant N ſettlers, nor yet the ſtill more favoured 
and loyal French Papiſts; but to fit, I preſume, mere in- 
active ſpectators. No, that I cannot believe. I am not 
lawyer enough to point out how far they might legally 
march, but were I to form any conjecture about the limits 
they would fet to themſelves with arms in their hands, and 
the inſtant they would forbear to act, I ſhould preſume that 
the limits would be ſome river or lake, over- which they had 
no means of conveyance, and the inſtant they would ceaſe to 
act in a military manner would be, when all their powder, ball 
and ammunition were ſpent. I am, therefore, ſtrongly againſt 
raiſing or embodying any regiment of French Papifts. He 
concluded with a motion for repealing the act for making 
proviſion for the better government of the province of Quebeck. 
He was ſeconded by Mr. T. Townſhend, who condemned 
the bill throughout, as the moſt unjuſt, impolitic, and un- 
conſtitutional, that ever received the ſanction of a Britiſh 
Houſe of parliament. He ſaid, the Canadians themſelves had 
been deceived, as they were aſſured, they ſhould have the 
benefit of an aſſembly, the habeas corpus act, and trial by jury. 

Mr. D. C Mr. De Grey entered into a view of the colony before 
paffing of the bill, deſtitute of all law, order, or ſecurity, in 
- point of property; and inſiſted that the preſent government, 
8 exceptionable in ſome reſpects, was better than none, 
and ought to be continued till the province was prepared to 

receive an by. 

Mr. Heard Mr. Heward ſpoke warmly againſt the act; faid it was 
Hogs in at the end of the laſt ſeſſion, when the Houſe had 
not the information it now poſſeſſed; faid he W 
en, 
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then, and ſhould ever continue to be fo, as a diſgrace to the 
ſtatutes, He was ſevete on Dr. Shebbeare, whom he repre- 
ſented as penſioned for vilifying the characters of King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, and the late King, and writing againſt 
the Revolution. 


483 


Lord North ſaid, if the hon. gentleman who made the mo- Lord North, 


tion for leave to bring the bill to repeal the act in queſtion, 
had been informed 2 what had paſſed in the other Houſe the 
preceding day, * he preſumed, he never would have made that 
motion, as he knew no bill could paſs without the conſent of 
the Lords. Mr. T. Townſhend cryed **to order, to order,” and 
it was inſtantly echoed from almoſt every part of the Houſe, 
His lordſhip inſiſted what he ſaid was not diſorderly. For 
his part, his opinion, in regard to the act was the ſame as it 
was laſt year when it paſſed, and as well now as then looked 
upon the act to be built on principles of the moſt juſt, moſt 
proper, and moſt ſound policy; being extremely glad to have 
it diſcuſſed, for the more it was examined, the more it met 
with his approbation. He avowed the intention of arming 
the Canadians, He ſaid, he ſtood up in his place to aſſert, 
that if the refractory colonies cannot be reduced to obedience 
by the preſent force, he ſhould think it a right, proper, and 
neceſſary meaſure to arm the Roman Catholicks of Canada, 
and to employ them in that ſervice. He further obſerved, 
that when Great Britain and America were contending about 
ſovereignty, if any colony had diſcovered a proper ſenſe of 
duty, and united itſelf in principle with this country, it was 

liable to objection from the gentlemen on the other fide ; 

but if it joined the other colonies againſt the legiſlature (for 

the quarrel was not with the miniſtry but the parliament) 

thoſe gentlemen would, he could venture to affirm, hold a 

different language ; and declared, whatever others might 

think on the ſubject, he did not approve of juries in civil 

caſes. However, he ſaid, he would venture to affirm, the diſ- 

pute with America was not ſo alarming as ſome people ap- 

prehended. He had not the leaſt doubt this diſpute would 

end ſpeedily, happily, and without bloodſhed. 


Mr. Fx, alluding to lord North's obſervation, that the Mr. Fox. 


bill originated in the Lords, obſerved, that this conſtruction 
or apology aroſe, becauſe his lordſhip did not chuſe to own 
who was the real planner of it; that witholding from the 
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* The like motion was made in the Houſe of Lords by Lord 
Camden, See the Lords Dates. 
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| | Canadians an aſſembly, and putting arms in their hands, 
ſhewed he was more afraid of thcir tongues than their 
ſwords ; and that after eleven years ſhameful negle& and 
| procraſtination, he was convinced, if the diſputes had not 
| ariſen with our American colonies, the act of laſt year would 
| have never been thought of; but the colony would be left 
without-law cr any elite regulation whatever. 
Sir Robert Sir Robert Smyth, Not having had the honour of a ſeat 
Smyth. in the laſt parliament, and never before this day an oppor- 
| tunity of publicly declaring my ſentiments upon this bill, 
I am. in ſome meaſure indebted to my honourable friend near 
me, who has given me that opportunity by the propoſition of 
to-day. | 
However great my opinion may be of the abilities and in- 
tegrity of my worthy friend, however high my eſteem for his 
private, as well as his parliamentary character, however juſt 
my reſpe& for his abilities, or my deference for his judg- 
ment, I find myſelf obliged, upon many occaſions, to differ 
from him upon public queſtions; ſuch I confeſs is the caſe 
with reſpect to the preſent propoſition ; 
I am very ſorry at this late hour, and under the preſent 
* impatience of the Houſe to treſpaſs upon their time. It is 
very ſeldom I take that liberty, and always with the greateſt 
degree of reluQance ; for I can ſafely ſay, it is as painful 
and diſagreeable to me to ſpeak, as I fear it is unpleaſing and 
unprofitable in the Houſe to hear me; I do not therefore 
| mean to enter into the detail of this argument, which has 
| been very ably and very minutely diſcuſſed, but ſhall content 
| 2 — giving my general reaſons why I approve of 
this bill. | 
| When the glory of our arms had extended into almoſt 
| every part of the globe, and a very conſiderable addition of 
| territory acquired by war became confirmed to us by the ſub- 
ſequent treaty of peace, it was the duty of a wiſe, as well a. 
2 warlike nation, that what had been acquired by conqueſt, 
ſhould be eftabliſhed by proper and wholeſome regulations: 
| what. had been the object of our ambition to conquer, necel- 
farily became the object of our policy to arrange. The pro- 
vince of Canada, the moſt extenſive as well as the moſt va- de 
Iuable of our acquiſitions, was in ſuch a ſtate of confuſion at ve 
the expiration of the war, that it has been the object of ſuc- th 
ceſſive adminiſtrations for theſe ten years paſt, to give ita gr 
ſolid and permanent ſyſtem of juriſprudence, But the fluc- 
tuating ſtate of our politicks, the rapid changes of - meafurcs, W m 
and the precarious and uncertain tenure by which * 
e 
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held their employment, made them more anxious about pre- 
ſerving their own power at home, than forming eſtabliſhments 
for our diſtant provinces abroad, g 

The very great diſproportion between the Canadian and 
Britiſh ſubjects, as was proved at your bar, made it an object 
of juſtice as well as of ſound policy, that the Canadian laws 
ſhould form the baſis of your ſyſtem, and that the Engliſh 
laws ſhould only be adopted in criminal caſes, where trial by 
jury gives them an advantage over every other ſyſtem that 
ever was inſtituted. Whoever reflects upon the excellencies 


of the Britiſh laws, whoever conſiders them in theory, or ſees 


the daily advantages of them in practice, whoever juſtly ad- 
mires them for their peeuliar lenity, moderation, equity, and 
impartiality, would wiſh to ſee them extended over the whole 
face of the Britiſh empire; but if there are local and circum- 
ſtantial reaſons, ariſing from the national character of the 
people, their language, cuſtoms, uſages, inſtitutions, and I 
will even add, their prejudices, which in this caſe ought to 
be conſulted, and not only conſulted, but in ſome meaſure 
indulged ; if there are reaſons ariſing from theſe various cir- 
cumſtances, that make it impoſſible for the Engliſh laws to 
be adopted in their original purity, I will venture to affirm, 
that a legiſlator is not only juſtified, but that it is an eſſential 
part of his duty, ſo to alter and modify theſe laws, as may 
beſt adapt and accommodate them to the peculiar genius and 
temper of the people, ſo as to become the beſt rule of civil 
conduct poſſible, and the beſt calculated to promote their 

neral happineſs. It was ever the maxim of the greateſt 
{exiflator of as þ to conſult the manners and diſpoſi- 
tions of the people, and the degrees of improvement they had 
then received, and to frame ſuch a ſyſtem of laws as was beſt 
ſuited to their then immediate fituation. Thus, Sir, when 
Lycurgus was reproached with not having given to the Spar- 
tans the moſt perfect code of laws, he acknowledged th 
were not the beſt he was capable of giving them, but the be 
they were then capable of receiving. 

Therefore, Sir, without entring at this late hour into the 
detail of arguments which have already been very largely and 
very ably diſcuſſed, I ſhall content myſelf with diſſenting from 
the preſent motion, and ſupporting the Quebeck bill upon 
grounds, and from reaſons, founded upon the general prin- 
ciples of the fitneſs, policy, expediency and neceſſity of the 
meaſure, 

Colonel Barr#, after complimenting Sir Robert Smyth 
his great powers of eloquence, aſſured bim if he had h 
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the evidence at the bar 1:{ year, he would have been of an- 


- other way of thinking. He ſported a 3 deal with the 


Comptroller's white wand, and was called to order. 


Sir Wnm.Me- Sir William Meredith obſerved, that whatever magic power 


redith. 


it might contain, it was no weapon of defence. 


Col. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid, he might have been diſorderly, but 


\ 


deſired, for his own juſtification, and the ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe, if there was any ſtanding order of the Houſe reſpect- 
ing the Comptroller and his wand, that it might be read, 
otherwiſe he ſhould look upon himſelf at liberty to allude to 
Mr. Comptroller and his wand as often as either came in the 
way; for if they did not contain any great ſtore of wit them- 
ſelves, they at leaſt bore a ſtrong reſemblance to another well- 
known facetious knight, they were the occaſion of producing 
it in others. He ſaid, that in the diſcuſſion of the Quebect bill 
laſt year, he had often aſked who was the father of it, but 
could never receive any ſatis factory anſwer till this day, when 
the noble Lord's ſpeech, und that irreſiſtible partiality parents 
are known to have for their own offspring, gave him reaſon 
to belieye that the noble Lord himſelf was the true father of 

at monſtrous production of tyranny, injuſtice, and arbi- 
trary power. He next took notice of the Spaniſh armament; 
ſaid he ſuppoſed the conqueſt of Gibraltar was what they had 
in contemplation ; that he adviſed the noble Lord laſt year to 
order ſome additional works towards the ſea, as the only place 
in which it was vulnerable ; but it was now too late, for if 
the Spaniards attacked it with a fleet, the fate-of it muſt be 
decided in ſpite of all the poſſible affiſtance Britain could 

ive it. | 


The Houſe divided: for the queſtion 86; againſt it 174, 


May 19. 
No Debate. Adjourned to May 22. 
15 | May 22. 
No Debate. Adjourned to May 24. 
May 24. 
No Debate. | 
May 25. 
Nothing material. 
Nay 26. 


The King being come to the Houſe of Peers, to put an 
end to the ſeſſion, ſent for the Commons : the Speaker, with 
the Houſe, went up, and previous to the royal aſſent being 
2 to the bills, which were ready, the Speaker delivece 

i 


SIR, 


mſelf to the following purport ; 
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487 


Your faithful Commons preſent to you three money bills ; Mr. Spealer. 


the firſt for raiſing money by loans of Exchequer bills for 
the ſervice of the year 1775; the ſecond for eſtabliſhing a 
lottery, and for paying off 1, ooo, ooool. 3 per cent. annui- 
ties, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned ; and the other 
for appropriating the ſurpluſſes of the ſinking fund for the 
ſervice of the current year. Theſe are all neceſſary grants, 


but = are yet very heavy, and are what nothing- but the- 


particular. exigences of the times could juſtify, in a time 
of profound peace, "The unhappy differences in America, 
have been the chief cauſe of this expence ; and I truſt, that 
when the people of America ſee, in a proper light, the con- 
duct of this country, they will learn to pay proper obedience 
to the laws ; if, on the contrary, they ſhould perſiſt in their 


reſolutions, and that the ſword muſt be drawn, your faithful 


Commons will do every thing in their power to maintain 
and ſupport the ſupremacy of this legiſlature. A great part 
of the ſeſſion has been taken up in determining complaints 
reſpecting controverted elections. I cannot but admire the 
wiſdom of the laſt parliament in enacting that law; neither 
can I withold the praiſe juſtly due to the committees who 
have acted ſo much to the ſatisfaction of the public, and fo 
fully in diſcharge of their own conſciences. On the whole, 
Sir, I make no doubt but you will faithfully apply the money 
thus granted to the purpoſes for which it was appropriated. 
The bills having paſſed, the King put an end to the ſeſſion 
with the following ſpeech: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I cannot, in juſtice to you, forbear to expreſs my entire King's 


ſatisfaction in your conduct, during the courſe of this im- Speech, 


portant ſeſſion, 

You have maintained, with a firm and ſteady reſolution, 
the rights of my crown, and the authority of parliament, 
which I ſhall ever conſider as inſeparable : You have pro- 
tected and promoted the commercial intereſts of my king- 
doms; and you have, at the ſame time, given convincing 
proofs of your readineſs (as far as the conſtitution will allow 
you) to gratify the wiſhes, and remove the apprehenſions of 
my ſubjects in America; and I am perſuaded, that the moſt 
ſalutary effects muſt, in the end, reſult from meaſures formed 
and conducted on ſuch principles, 


The 
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The late mark of your affectionate attachment to me and 
to the Queen, and the zeal and unanimity which accompanied 
it, demand my particular thanks. * 

I have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you, that, as well from 
the general diipoſitions of other powers, as from the ſolemn 
aſſurances which I have received, I have great reaſon to expe& 
the continuance of peace : nothing on my part, conſiſtent with 


the maintenance of the honour and intereſt of my kingdoms, - 


| ſhall be wanting to ſecure the public tranquility. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


It gives me much concern, that the unhappy diſturbances 
in ſome of my colonies have obliged me to propoſe to you an 
augmentation of my army, and have prevented me from com- 
pleating the intended reduction of the eſtabliſhment of my 
naval forces. I cannot ſufficiently thank you for the chear- 
fulneſs and public ſpirit with which you have granted the 
ſupplies for the ſeveral ſervices of the current year, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I have nothing to deſire of you, but to uſe the beſt endea- 
vours to preſerve and cultivate, in your ſeveral counties, the 
ſame regard for public order, and the ſame diſcernment of 
their true intereſts, which have in theſe times diſtinguiſhed 
the character of my faithful and beloved people; and the 
continuance of which cannot fail to render them happy at 
home, and reſpected abroad. | 


* 


mn. 1 


„ Alluding to a bill, which filedtly paſſed, for ſertling Bucking - 
ham Houſe on the Queen, in lieu of Somerſet, | 
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Bingdon election, motion 
concerning. 313 
charter, account of, 413 
Abingdon, Earl of, his letter to 
Lord North, 318 
Addreſs of Commons, debate 


on, 4 


to the King, declarin 
the colonies in rebellion, an 
debate on, 133 


Motion to recommit it, and 


debate, 141 
Conference with the Lords 
upon it, 170 
Preſented to the King, 171 
King's anſwer, 172 
See Rebellion. 
— to Craven county, 93 
Agents. See Petition, 
Admiralty, Lords of, their let- 
ters to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, 60 
American papers preſented, and 
debate on, 31, 170 
Annapolis, See Maryland. 
Antigalican 'privateer, petition 
concerning, 444 
Army for 1775, voted, 16 


| Bedford, motion concerning the 


freemen of, 445 


Bill to reſtrain the fiſhery and 


trade of New England, mo- 
ved for, and debate, 1723 
preſented, 193; committed, 
233; reported, 235; Nan- 
tucket c!a':ſe added. and en- 
groſſed, 291; proviſion clauſe 
rejected, and bill paſſed, 299 
amended by the Lords, 3693 
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reſtrain the trade and 

fiſhery of the Southern pro- 

virices in North America, 

propoſed, 312; brought in, 

31:3 3 committed, 360; re- 
ported, 397; third reading, 


—_— Cw 
Bill. See India, Hindon, &c. 


Birmingham, traders of, their 
letter to Mr. Burke, 128 
Buckingham houſe, King's meſ- 
ſage relative to, 437, 439 
bill relative to, 444, 

438 | 
Budget opened, 441 
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on, 188 to 1 


poſitions, 363 | 
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up, 278 
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Jerſey. See New Jerſey. 
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Lane, Mr. his evidence, 27 3 

Land tax for 1775, and debate, 
2 


1 to Mr. Burke from the 
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Martin, Governor, his letter, gr 
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